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1 

Pago 

1 

Mr. E. Grant Duff .. 

1 

85 Tel. 1 

Apr. 1, 1906 

Ilenjam. Repeats telegrams from Consul- j 
General at Bushire, reporting on situation 
at I’roposes to try to arrange with Per- i 
sian Government to allow Arab village to , 
remain in statu quo .. .. .. | 

1 

O 

Sir N. O'Conor 

197 : 

1 

Mar. 26, 

1 

Turco-Persian frontier dispute. Has told j 
Persian Ambassador it is not .advisable to 
suggest Anglo-Russian arbitration at pre¬ 
sent. Transmits telegram from Persian j 
Government to Persian Ambassador. Re- ' 
fers to I‘art V, No. 247 

2 

3 

Mr. .Spriiig-Rico 

211 

27, 

Seistan M'ater Award. Refers to Part V, 
No. 210. Transmits priv.ate letter to 
M. Ifartwig, ooinimmicatiiig. Colonel 
Napier will explain Award to military 
authorities .. 

;i 

■1 

11 15 • • 

212 

27, 

Anglo - Russian relations. Comments on , 
I article wljich appeared in the *' Slovo ” ' 
regarding the conditions of an Anglo- i 
Russian understanding concerning the ' 
Middle East .. 

4 

5 

)» )l • • 

215 _ 

Confidential 

28, 

! 

Russian road from Ka'/.vin to Ilamadun. ■ 
Refers to Part V, No. 173. Observations 
on. French Government would not object 
to internationali/ation of railway .system.. 

4 

0 

Government of India 
to Mr. Morley 

Telegraphic 

31, 

Riots in Seistan. T’ransmits telegrams from 
Agent to Governor-General of Balucliistan 
and Consul-General at Me.shed relative to. 
Escort from Dalbanddin proceeding to 
Seistan. Good conduct of Governor 

G 

7 

1* 

IVlegrapluc 

Apr. 1, 

Riots in Seistan. Refers to No. 6. In.struc- 
tions given to Ollicer Commanding detach- 
iiient on the w.ay to Robat not to cro.ss 
frontier without direct (n-der from Govern¬ 
ment of India 

G 

8 

n 11 

(Telegraphic 

1, 

Riots in Seistan. Refers to No. 6. Trans¬ 
mits information from Consul at Seistan. 
Views of Consul and of Russians as to 
cause of. No attack yet on Consulate. 
C(msnl has agreed that arrest of riotets 
l)e deferred ,. 

1 

9 

Memornnduiu to Count 
DeuckendorIT 


2, 

Turco-Persian frontier dispute. Ifis Ma¬ 
jesty's and Russian Ambassadors at Con¬ 
stantinople think it might be difficult to 
induce Porte to accept arbitration of 
Great Britain and Russia 

7 

10 

i 

Persian 'I'l'ansport 
(Joinpany 

1 

2, 

Kum-Sultanabad road. Claim to levy tolls 
on rejected by Persi.*in Government. Asks 
for intervention of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment. Incloses report by Persian Slinister 
of Roads and engineer on 

1 

7 

11 

India Office 


3, 

Seistan, disturbances in. Transmits telegram 
from Viceroy, forwarding report from 
Mr. Maepherson on forces turned out by, 
Russians during threatened disturbances. 
Situation (piicter ., ., 

10 
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12 

India Office 


Apr. 3, 1906 

Quarantine arrangements on Perso-Afghan 
frontier. Transmits telegram from Vice¬ 
roy. dated 2nd April, relative to. Dis- 
patcii of officials .. .. ,. 

J1 

13 

To Mr. E. Grant Duff 

51 Tel. 

3, 

Bakhtiari road. Refers to Part V, No. 251. 
lie may use his discretion witli regard to 
corresponding with Chiefs. Should utilize 
presence of three principal Chiefs to settle 
account.s with Uompany. Agrees that 
Vice-Consul need not visit .. .. 

11 

14 

To India Office 


3, 

Situation in Persia. Refers to Part V, No. 
250. Agrees with Secretary of State for 
India that papers relating to, should ho 
laid before Committee of Imperial De¬ 
fence .. 

11 

15 

To Persian Transport 
Company 


3, 

Ahwaz-Ispahan road. Refers to Part V, 
Nos. 171 and 204. Traffic on road reported 
commenced and condition not worse than 
usual. Mr. Grant Duff will endeavour to 
effect a settlement of the various out¬ 
standing questions with the Bakhtiari 
Chiefs 

12 

16 

India Office 

•• 

4, 

Seistan riot.s. Telegram from Viceroy, dated 
3rd Ajiril. Details of. Demands of the 
rioters .. .. ,. 

12 

17 

1 

Mr. E. Grant Duff .. 

1 

88 'Tel. 

4, 

• 

Afghan frontier i|uararitine post.s. Refers 
to No. 12. Sanitary Council and Customs 
Department know nothing of establishment 
of. Has warned Customs Department 
that establi.shment of might cause compli¬ 
cations with Afglianislan. Dispatch of 
Rus.sian doctor to Birjand confirmed. 
Deprecates representations to Persian Go¬ 
vernment unless Russian intention to esta¬ 
blish cordon is jjroved. Action likely to 
raiso Perso-Afghan frontier question would 
bo impolitic ,. 

13 

18 

India Office 

• • 

4, 

Loan to Governor of Kain. Refers to Part 
V, No. 248. Concurs in view that decision 
not to guarantee loan should bo adhenni 

to . . . . ,. 

14 

19 

»» • • 

- • 

1 

Seistan riots. Viceroy's telegram, dated 4th 
.\pril. Russians announce that 600 Cos- 
.sacks will he dispatched. Indian Govern- 
meut will send arms to Consul .. 

14 

.o| 

1 

Mr. E. Giant Duff .. 

90 ’I'ol. 


Qiiarantiiu) posts; Biijand. Rmitev’s tele¬ 
grams report that Russian Legation states 
that cordon is being formed at. Russian 
Charge d’Alfaircvs .says this is a mistake; 
that Cossacks ure being sent from Teliran 
for service in Khorassan .. 

15 

21 j 
1 

1 

22 ^ 

1 ) n • • 

91 Tel. 


Quarantine post.s. Refers to No. 17. Mmshir- 
ed-Bowleh informs of establishment of, 
due to pressure by Russian Government, 
ami assures that no Russian troops will bo 
allowed to enter Persian territory. Ilis 
Maje.sty’s Government represented at 
Birjand by doctor 

15 

1 

1 

To Mr. K. Grant Duff 

53 Tel. 


Loan to Governor of Kain. Refers to Part 
V, No. 236. Sees no reason to modify 
opinion expressed in Part III. No. 36 

LG 

23 ' 

1) n • . 

53 

3, 

Knm-Sultamibad road. Transmits letter 
from Persian Transport Comjaiiy relative 
to refusal of Persian Government to 
permit levying of tolls on (.see No. 10) .. 

15 
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Jlr. K. Grant Dnl'f 


.. OCTcl. 


'I'o -Mr. K. Grant Duff n 1 Tel. 


'1 (j India Ollicc .. Contidcntial 


JMr. E. (tram Duff .. 97 Tel. 


India OlHce 


Mr. E. Grant iJnfl .. i 'jy Tel. 


'I’u Ml'. E. Grant Duff I ,')S Tel. 


India Olliei 


Mr. E. Grant Duff .. mo 'I'el. 


Apr. G, 1906 Seistan riots. I’ropo.se.s demands for com-1 
pensation and punishment of ringleaders. | 
i’eeling' of people more against Govern- | 
ment than Europeans. IJis Majesty’s! 
('onsul only can judge of necessity for ' 
dispatch of Indian troops or further plague ' 
measures .. .. .. ... 16 

7, Seistan riots. TroopiS sent from Meshed by 

Persian Government, hut will Ije relieved | 
by Tehran Cossachs. Mushir-ed-Do\vle.h j 
a.ssures that leaders will be punished. ; 
Dispatch of Indian troops will probably ' 
greatly annoy Persi:in Government, but; 
might have salutary effect. If force is ' 

.sent, it should be an adequate one ..j 16 

7, Seistan riots. Defers to No. 2d. Should! 

impress on Persian Government that they j 
will be held responsible .. ., I 16 

7, Quarantine posts on Afghan frontier. Refens ! 

to No. 12. Concurs in view that it is | 
undesirable to make representations to I 
Persian Government concerning formation i 
of Russian cordon. Transmits No. 17 ..1 17 

8, I Turco - Persian frontier dispute. Repeats 

telegram from Ills ]\Iajesty’s Consul- ■ 
General at Tabreez. 'rurkish Viee-Con<ul 

at Ermi leport.s to Consul-General that 

Turkish Lieutenant and soldiers have 

entered Dasht and enrolled 700 Kurds as 
, irregular cavalry .. .. .. 17 

9, Sei.stan riots. 'I’ranPinit.s telegram to Vice¬ 

roy respecting force for defence of Con¬ 
sulate .. .. .. .. 17 

9. I D’Arcy Concession and Pakhtiai'is. Siiuja- 
I es-Snltan claims share fd' profits from land 
at Mannaten, and asked that second 

annual instalmeni bo held up pending 
si'ftlcnu'iit. On paramount Chief's arrival 
melding will bo held to discuss oil and 
road questions. Chiefs have agreed to 
pay claims for robberies .. ..1 ly 

■ j 

9, Loan. Per.sian Goveramenl have inadi' pay¬ 

ment of intere.st, and promise further 
instalments .. .. .. ., IS 

9, Seistan liot.s. Should ask Viceroy for repe¬ 

tition of his telegram of 4th April and’ 
Foreign Office reply of Gth April .. I 18 

9, Seistan riots. 'I’ransmifs tidegram to Vice- ' 

roy. dated 29th I\Iareh, lequesting infor¬ 
mation concerning .. .. .. 18 

10, Indo-Persian Parcel Post Convention. Ke- 

fers to Part JI. No. 1 U). Proposal not 
lefusel by Persian Government, but they 
I Inqie Indian post-oflices will allow letters 
i to India from Persians in south to be 
j stamped with Persian stamps .. ,. lil 

13, ' Seistan Water Award. llefers to No. ol. 

Mushir - ed - Dowleh writes that J’ersian 
Government only accepted arbitration on 
condition that award should be in agree- 
I ment with Goldsinid Award. Ifas asked | 
Mushir-cd-Duwleh to allow Yamin-i-Ni’/,am 
to conmumicato objections of Per.sian Go- 
I veinment .. .. .. Iff 
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B6 , Mr. E. Grant Duff .. 103 Tel. Apr. 14, 190G 


.. 105 Tel. 15, 


38 Major Cox., 


2 Mar. 18, 
Commercial 


38'* *Mr. E. Grant Duff ..1 68 Mar. 21, 


72 25, 


74 27, 


80 27, 


Seistan riots. Repeats telegram from Con¬ 
sul in Seistan. Deputy-Governor has no 
orders to make arrests, and will do nothing 
unless pressed. Suggests that Mustaufi 
bo ordered to return to city and stay there 
till settlement is effected. Has replied 
that demand for punishment and cora- 
pemsation would be premature. Has 
impressed gravity of situation on Govern¬ 
ment, and asked them to order Governor 
to return to city .. • • • • 

Seistan riots. Repeats telegram from Consul. 
Situation unsatisfactory. Suggests that 
troops should march straight to Nnsrat- 
abad. or ultimatum be sent to Persian 
Government. Russians inciting ring¬ 
leaders. Mnshir-ed-Dowleh has ordered 
Deputy-Governor to return to Nasratabad. 
Suggests that Persian Government should 
be informed that British troops will be 
sent to protect Consulate unless steps are 
taken in a week. British prestige preju¬ 
diced by non-punishment of attacks on 
British officers .. •• •• 20 

Russian trade in the Persian Gulf. ^ Trans¬ 
mits report by Vice - Consul Richards, 
showing Russian competition witli British 
Shipping Companies ,. .. .. 20 

Complaints of Persian Government against 
his attitude. Refers to Part V, No. 167. 

I Case of the Legation Seraidar .. .. 26* 

I Bahreinis and Koweitis in Persia. Trans¬ 
mits coriespomlence with Bushire respect¬ 
ing question as to their right to good 
olliees of ilis .Maje.sty’s Consuls .. 27 

Shiia/., .\llege I di'-courtesy of Ilis Ma¬ 
jesty’s Consul tow.irds Royal L'amily. 

Refius to Part V. No. 239. Transmits 
corn spoudence ridativi' to. Complaints 
origitiatcd Iry Shoa-es-Sultanali. to cause 

I ditlicullie .1 between Ilis Majesty’s Lega¬ 
tion and Mu.-hir-ed-Dowleh .. .. 28 

ImpePial Bank of Persia. Refers to Part V, 

No. 230. I''ailnre of run on. Complicity 
of Russian Bank. Transmits letters from 
Chief Manager of Imperial Bank .. 30 

Attack on ('olonel Douglas. Refers to Part 
V. No. 192. Transmits note to Mnshir- 
ed-Dowleh and reply, and letter to Prince- 
Gvivernor of Luristan. Pears further 
representations will ha\e no effect .. 32 

Labareo murder. Ri'fer.s to Part V, No. 211. 
Transmits further c()rres|)ondence ri'gard- 
ing. Pnited States’ Government grant, 
request of Per.sian Go'ernment for delay 
of tim inontlis Mr. Wratislaw snggt'sts 
allowing Kurds to tiike *‘ba.st” m Pnited 
States' Cons’diite atid forgiving them . . 34 

Beating of witno's by Vizier of Far.;. 

Serdar - i - Akram declines to apologize. 

No [irobability of settling matter locally. 
Transmits tlesitatch from .Mr. Graliaine, 
inclosing letter to Va/ir-i-.Makhsus .. 38 
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Sl'hject. 

Page 

^Ir. E. Grant Duff .. 

82 

Mar. 28, 1906 

Courts of Justice. Refers to Part V, No. 150. 
'transmits translation of autograph letters 
from Shah to Grand Vizier regarding- pro¬ 
posed establishment of 

39 

n • • 

8:5 

28 

Events in Persia. ’rian.smits monthly sum¬ 
mary of 

40 

>5 M • • 

CC 

28, 

Bakhtiari road. Transmits correspondence 
with Cliiefs respecting payment of yearly 
sum of 2,000/. Chiefs agree to Gil Syn¬ 
dicate paying one-fourth of 500/. quar¬ 
terly 

43 

1 • • 

85 

28, 

Guards placed ou the -works of the Oil Syn¬ 
dicate at Marmaten. Transmits corre¬ 
spondence with Grand Vizier. Guards 
have been replaced 

44 

i ” 

87 

29, 

Plague in Seistan. Refers to Part V, No. 218. 
Transmits report from Mi-.Majesty’s Gon- 
.sul. Disease not spreading 

45 

1 

( 

88 

29. 

Tui-eo-Persiaii frontier. Refers to Part V, 
No. 238. Persian Commisbion about to 
leave to meet 'I'lirkish Couimission on 
frontier, ’rransmits Ibtter from Military 
.\ltai lu' K'cordiug interview with Minister 
of War, will) declares Persia has no inten¬ 
tion of making war on 'I’lirkey .. 

•16 

)) • « 

1 

;89 

29, 

Seisian Water Award, Refers to Part V, Nos. 
191 and 199. Transmits note from Persian 
Govenunont embodying objections to. and 
nolo to Persian Government to effect that, 
if they continue to refuse acceptauee, they 
should submit reasoned appeal to llis Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government 

■17 

i1 IS • • 

90 

30, 

Shii-iiz. E.xeitemont i-aused by report of 
reappoiutineut of Shoa-c-s-8altanch to 
Governorship of Pars. Transmits private 
letter to Atabeg-i-.'o/.am, which causes 
return of Prince to Tehran 

50 


91 

30 

Gourts of .lustice. Commissioii appointed to 
nqiiirt ou meau.s of carrying nut reform.s. 
Dillicully of ovei-c-oming (-orru[)tion. Mo- 
harrem passed quietly 

51 

Sir N. O’Conor .. 

214 

ConlidiMilial 

Apr. 10, 

Turei)-Persian frontier dispute. Refers t'> 
No. 2. 'rraiiMuits telegrams reportiug 
'rurki.-ih military action and views of 
authorities at .Mo.sul on. r.eaders of 
parties of aggression and moderation at 
Gonhtantino[)le. Irresolution of Snltau ,. 

51 

India Office .. 


14, 

t^naiaiitine pii-;ts on Afghan frontier. Refers 
to No. 27. Coueurs that no represoulatiun 
slioultl be made to Persian Government 
till deliiiito cviilcnce of Ru.sshtn intention 
to form cordon is obtaiiu'd. Transmits 
telegram to Government of India 

53 



14, 

Bahieiu. Ca-e of Persian snbiecl who com¬ 
mit ted offence on Briti-ih ship at. Refers 
to Part V, No, 172. Ti-ansmits telegrams 
to and from Government of India rela¬ 
tive to ,. 

54 

j „ 

i 

1 

1 

1 

17, 

.8ei-:lan riots. Transmits telegram from 
Viceroy. Doiihle com; any not directed 
to cro'S frontier, but available if neces- 
f-nrv, A).ks that permission be obtained 
to cou,.tiuit telegiagh line to 8eistan 

51 
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Mr. Whitelaw Reid.. 


India Office 


Mr. E. Grant Duff .. i 108 Tel. 


no Tel. 

..I 111 Tel. 


112 Tel. 


no Tel. 


Apr. 18, 190G 


19, 


To Mr. E. Grant Duff 


(12 Tel. 


I 

GG i India Ollict' 


07 ! Nil. 


08 


Mr. E. Grant Duff ., 


09 


,1 „ 


70 


19, 

19, 

19, 

19, 

19, 


19, 


115 Tel. 


19, 


21 , 


116 Tel. ' 21 


117 Tel. 


122 , 


SUUJECT. 


Pa!?e 


Mr. E. Grant Duff’d and Mr. WratislawA 
serviced to .Vui'-ricans in north-west Persia. 
Appreciation of 

Seistan riots. Refers to No. 37. Concurs 
in telegram to Mr. E. Grant Duff. Sug¬ 
gests informing him that whole of Robat 
double company have been ordered to 
Nasrataljiid .. 

Seistan. Anglo - Russian land dispute in. 
Repeats telegram from Consul. Laud 
marked out for Ihiti.sh trader claimed by 
Rus.sians and pillar.s de.stroyed. lias 
brought incident to notice of Russian 
Charge d’Aflaires and Mushir-ed-Dowleh .. 

Kuh-i-Malik Siah e.vtensiou. Persian Go¬ 
vernment again refuse to grant.. 

Russian road scandals. Russian l\Iini.^tor of 
Communications has turned back from 
rJulfa. Remainder of Commi.ssion ex[iec.ted 
slun-tl}' at Tabree/. 

Turco-Porsiau frontier dispute. Rifer-' to 
Part V, No. 238. Piu’sian Govi'rnnient. 
a.sk what steps Llis Majesty’s Government 
have taken .. v. .. .. 

Land claimed by Ilis M.ajesf.y’s Government. 
Mushir-ed-DovvIe!i informs that Govern¬ 

ment cannot grant, but will grant reason¬ 
able area round Tidegraph De[)artmeiit 
buildings. Reply to Mmshir-ed-Dowleh. 
8\iggt'sts that area c! umed is larger than 
necessary .. .. .. 

Seistan riots. liefers to Nos. 25 and 37. 

[ Have Piu'.^iau ti'oops from .Meshed ri'ached 

- .'^eistan? Is I’ersian Governniimt strong 

i enough to punish ringleaders? Dis¬ 
patch of Jtobat force authorized. Should 
I'onlinue to urge adoption t)f punitive 
mea.sures 

Si‘i-,i;in. Refers to No. 57. .''ces no rea'on 
to (ieparl from instructions given in tele¬ 
gram of Gth April 


Lurislan rrade route. Repcjals telegram 
from Goverimumt of India suggesting 
that. Vice-Coasul at .-^hwaz should visit 
Vali of Pusht-i-Kuk and lind out his 
attitude ami nature of country. Has' 
replied: .Negotiations would lie betweem 
lli.-i Majesty’s Government and local 
Child'.-. tjuf.stii/ii is whether llis Ma¬ 
jesty’s Governiumd are pn-puntd to spend 
money e.vperimentally to iucre.ase British j 
iutlueuce and trade .. .. ..j 

Seistan riots. Refi-rs to No. G5. Cossacks 
have received no orders to proceed to ' 
''cistan. There is one Persian logiment 
at Nasrat.djiid. Thinks Government could 
puni.-h offenders if theycho.se; they are 
s mding official to investigate. Note has 
been presented according Uj instructions.. 

Anglo - Russian land dispute in Seistan. ' 
Refers to No. GO. Rejteats telegram from ' 
Consul giving further details of Ru.s.sian 
action .. 
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56 


56 


57 


57 


57 
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58 
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Sl'jsjkct. ] 

Mr. E. Grant Daff .. 

118 Tol. 

.Apr. 22, 1006 

Sei.stan riot.s. Mirshir - ed - Dowleh a.slced 
namey of per.yons who attacked Consulate, 
lla.y replieii it was duty of Persian (Jovern- 
inent to arrest ofl’ender.s, but Con.sul would 
furni.sh names if possible 

tf 17 » » 

110 Tcl. 

22, 

Tiirco-Per.-ian fi’ontier dispute. Situation 1 
becoming serious. People greatly e.xcited. ■ 
Mu.sliir-ed-Dowleh ordered to speak to | 
British and Itusaian Charges d’Affaires. . 
Turks decline to withdraw troo()s. Per- j 
sian Government ask advice as to what 
military measures they should take, and 1 
ini|inre whe'her there is any further hope ; 
of intervention by Great Britain and 1 
Eussia .. .. .. .. 1 

1 

Mr. Sprinji-liicf' 

271 

IG, 

Imperial Banlv of Persia. Bun organized iw 1 
Eussian ljan([ue de.., Prets on. Tritnsmits j 
private letter to Count Lamsdorff. Has 
also taken measures to bring incident to 
knowledge of President of Council ..' 

1 

Sir N. O’Coiior 

260 

Confidential 

17, 

Tiirco-Persian frontier. No progre.ss in 
iK'gotiations. Turkish military move¬ 
ments. Itussian Ambassador told Izzet 
P.'tsha llussian Government could not 
admit Turkish pretensions. T'ransraits 
telegram from ilfajor Eam.say and des¬ 
patch from Mr. dewett 

>1 M • • 

265 

18, 

'rurco-Per.sia.'i frontier. Eefers to No 74. 
Transmits note fro.n PcM'sian Ambassador 
expressing thanks of Persian Government 
{or .'lid given by His Majesty’s Embassy.. 

V 11 

1 

65 Tel. 

23, 

'rurco-Persian frontier dispute. Eefers to 
No. 72. Has made fre.sh n‘pre.s('ntation.«. 
Grand Vizier denies .statements of I’ersian 
Government. Afti-r cotisultatioti with 
.M, Zinoview, adopts view that Persian 
Governtnent should avoid conllict, and 
pnji o,-.!' to send Commi''sioners to Passova 
on condi'ioti iluit'I'urkish troojis shall be 
witlaliawi\ on their ariival. Significance 
of Germtui .tmbassador’s interest in ques¬ 
tion 

Mr. Spring- 

72 Tel. 

23, 

Briti.sh action at Ilenjam. Beports receipt 
of letter from Count l.amsdoiif and jn'o- 
posed reply. Protection of Arabs and 
qitesiiun of Pci sian sioereignty 

India Oflico 

1 

23, 

Ireistan disturbances, 'rransmits telegraphic 
correspondence with Goveinment of India 

.Mr. K. (Jrant PiilV ,. 

i Tel. 

i 

1 

! 

24, 

J’lague in Peistan. Eepeats telegratu to 
Seistan rcspei'ling im-asures wdiich have 
been taken .. 

'I’d Mr Spring-Kicd.. 

1.84 

1 

1 

21, 

1 

'rurco-P(>rsian frontier, Ilenjam, and Peistan. 
Intervie\.’ with lltissian Ambassador. Coti- 
sitltaliun a., to ineasuies to be taken in 
n'gard to Tureo-Persian fronthw. 'I'old 
Count Bemkc'ndorff that Briti.sh ship’s 
presence at Ilenjam has no political .signi- 
ticanc(>, and hoped Bussian Government 
would s('nd conciliatory instructions to 
Agents at .'^eistan 

.Mr. E. (Irani IHilT .. 

1 123 Tel. 

! 

1 

i 

25, 

'rurco-Per-ian frontier. Dangm' to Chris¬ 
tians, .'sug-ge.st.s Turkish and Persian 
Govi'rnnients be wartted that they will 
he held responsible for lives of Briti.sh 
' subjects 

1 
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64 


61 
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SOBJECT. 

Page 

82 

To India OfBce 

•• 

Apr. 25, 1906 

Seistan. Refers to No. 66. Concurs, but 
points out that Persian Government were 
originally informed that British troops 
were sent to render assistance if required 

65 

83 

India Office 

•• 

25, 

Seistan riots. Transmits telegram to Vice¬ 
roy repeating No. 65 .. 

65 

84 

To Sir N. O'Conor ,, 

52 Tel. 

26, 

Turco-Persian frontier. Danger to Christians 
on. He may act as suggested in No. 81. 
Persian Government will receive similar 
warning 

66 

85 

To Mr. E, Grant Duff 

67 Tel. 

26, 

Turco-Persian frontier. Danger to Christians 
on. Approves action suggested in No. 81. 
Porto will receive similar warning 

66 

86 

Memorandum commu¬ 
nicated to Persian 
Minister 


26, 

Beating of witness by Vizier of Pars. Refer.s 
to Part V, No. 134. Asks whether further 
explanations have reached Persian Lega¬ 
tion, Expresses Ilis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment’s surprise that no apology is offered 

66 

87 

'I’o Mr. E. Grant Duff 

64 

26, 

Ears. Refers to No. 52. Rumoured re¬ 
appointment of Shoa-es-Saltaneh as Go¬ 
vernor-General of. Approves action 

66 

88 

'PoMr. Whitelaw Reid 


26, 

Mr. E. Grant Duff’s and Mr. Wratislaw’s 
services to Americans. Acknowledges 
No. 58. Will convoy thanks of United 
States’Government to them 

66 

89 

To Mr. Spring-Rice,, 

185 

27, 

Imperial Bank of Persia. Refers to No. 78. 
Run orgiuiized by Russian Bank on. Ap¬ 
proves action and communication to Count 
Lamsdorff .. .. .. .. 

67 

90 

To India Office 

• • 

27, 

Offence committed by Persian subject on 
British ship !it Baliroin. Refers to No. 56. 
(iuestion of jurisdiction. Keijnests further 
details of case from Government of India 

67 

91 

India tlffice 


• 28, 

Plague in Seistan. Transmits telegram from 
Viceroy. Situation unsatisfactory. Re¬ 
commends reconstitution of Sanitary 
Cuimcil and other measures 

67 

92 

Sir N. O’Conor 

70 Tel. 
Confidential 

28, 

'I'urco - Persian frontier dispute. Conver¬ 
sation rvitli M, Zmoview as to suggestion 
that Porte slionld be invited to submit to 
mediiition. 'I’okl M. Zinoview Porte 
M’ould probably refuse, but that Porto 
might be warned of danger of their jiolicy. 
Concentration of troops at Vezue. Grave 
disorders art' probable among Kurdisli 
tribes 

68 

93 

Mr. E. Grant Duff .. 

124 'I’e!. 

28, 

Pliignc in Seistan. Refers to Nos, 79 and 91. 
Concurs its to reconstruction of Sanitary 
Council 

68 

94 

Sir N. O'Couor 

278 

Confidential 

24, 

German policy in I’eisi i. Refers to No. 76. 
Interest hi 'rurco-l’ersian frontier dispute 
shown by German .Vmlta.sstidor. Has sug¬ 
gested to Persian Ambassador that he 
shouhl .seeiiro s!ip|iort of otlu'r Bowers as 
well as tjf Germany. Necessity of reach- 
ing Agreement with Russia as soou as 
possible 

Gl) 

95 

Mr. .‘Spring-Bice 

261 

24, 

Imperial Ikiiik of I’t'rsia, run on Trans¬ 
mits Count Lamsdorff’s reply to letter 
inclosed iti No. 73. M. Grube denies com¬ 
plicity of Russian Bank. AI, Ilartwig 
liope.s incident is at an end 

70 


[ 1047 ] 



















X 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


No. 

Name. 

No. 

Date. 

Subject. , Page 

9G 

Mr. E. Grant Duff .. 

126 Tel. 

Apr. 30, 1906 

Bakhtiari road. Chiefs have promised to 
repair it 

71 

97 

To Sir N. O’Conor .. 

55 Tel. 

30, 

Turco-Persian frontier dispute. Refers to 
No. 92. Has suggested to Count Bencken¬ 
dorff that question might be referred to 
arbitration of Great Britain and Russia, 
but better not to risk a rebuff .. 

71 

98 

To Mr. Spring-Rice.. 

190 

30, 

Seistan Water Award. Refers to No. 3. 
Approves terms of letter to M. Hartwig 
communicating Award to Russian Govern¬ 
ment 

72 

99 

India Office 

' 


May 1, 

Trade routes in South-Eastern Persia, inse¬ 
curity of. Refers to Part 11, No. 86. 
Transmits letter from Government of 
India. Proposals for improvement of 
situation. Will Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs approach Treasury, with 
view to accepting half the expense in¬ 
volved by proposed measures ? .. 

72 

100 



2, 

Luristan trade route. Refers to No. 68. 
Transiidts telegram from Government of 
India, repeating telegram to Mr. E. Grant 
Duff, suggesting that Vice-Consul at 
.Wiwaz should visit Vali of Pusht-i-Koh. 
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1 

' 128 Tel. 

1 

5, 

Birjand (iiiarantine. Repeats telegram to 
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river against the interests of the Com¬ 
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ment to urge. Sheikh of Mohammerah to 
have no dealings with him 
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from Viceroy concerning (iiiararitine 
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India, to effect that Persian Government 
liave no objection to dispatch of British 
doctor .. .. ,. 

88 


134 Tel. 

! 

13, 
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23, 

Po.stal arrangements. Refers to No. 34. 
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25, 
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124 
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Mr. E. (Ir-iul Duff 


324 


136 I'e 


May 9, 


H, 


General situation. Ketuni of M. Naus; inter¬ 
view with him. He is struck by change 
for tlie worse in, and is convinced that 
Grand Vizier is plotting against, Shah, 
and intends to place Shoa-es-Saltaneh on 
throne. Presumes that, in case of Palace 
revolution, llis Majesty’s Government 
would support Valiahd 

Hiots in Seistan. Transmits despatch from 
nis Majesty’s Consul at Seistan, also note 
to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, giving names of 
ringleader.s, and pointing' out that it is the 
duty of the Persian Government to dis¬ 
cover and punish them 

Monthly summary of events. Transmits .. 

Turco-Persian frontier, llefers to No. 81. 
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Seistan. Anglo-Russian land dispute. Re¬ 
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Affairs and to llu.ssian Charge d’Affaires 
calling attention to action of Russian 
teiegraph clerks 
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Persian (iovernment informing that Britisli 
and llus.sian Ambassadors at Constanti¬ 
nople are acting in concert with Persian 
.Vmba.ssador. Has informed Minister for 
Eorei.gn .\ffnirs tliat llis Majesty’s Go¬ 
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of Persian Governmimt on outstanding 
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Plague in Seistan. Refers to Part V, No. 
21 s. Tian.snnts despatch from llis Ma¬ 
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m(‘i‘t Russian intrigues, ’rransnnts note 
from .Vdministiutor of Customs slK)wing 
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(luarantine measures against Afghanistan 

Seistan riots. Refers to Nos. 26 and 05. 
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ills proposed that prominent Mollah bo 
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Councils, luih-i-Malik Siuh e.Ktension 
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proaching deiiartnre of Persian Commis¬ 
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Sei.^lllll riots. Refers to Nos. 105 and 119. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Afiairs of Persia. 


Part YI. 


111150] No. 1. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 1.) 

(No. 85.) 

(Telegrapliic.) P. Tehran, April 1, 1906. 

HIS Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire telegraphs as follows, 31st March :— 

“ On the 29th March the Arab Sheikh at Henjam sent twenty-four armed Arabs 
during the afternoon into the limits of the Indo-European Telegraph Department to 
make good their repeated protests against the action of the Customs representative in 
commencing building operations. The Customs representative, who is an excitable 
young man, seized a rifle and prepared to fire, and it was only with difficulty that the 
Arabs were restrained by the Assistant Superintendent of Telegraph Department from 
doing violence to him pending the arrival that niglit of His Majesty’s sliip ‘ Fox.’ 
The Sheikh, with a following of 100 armed Arabs, had an interview yesterday morning 
with the Commander of Ilis Majesty’s ship ‘ Fox,’ who reports that he was under 
control, though noisy.” 

Following also received from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire in 
continuation of above :— 

“ The Sheikh complained that no definite answer to his representations to me had 
been received. The Arabs refuse to allow Persians to hoist Persian flag or erect any 
building, and demand the removal of six Persians now resident on the island. It is 
difficult under these circumstances for us to delay making a definite communication 
to the Arabs, but could wo not inform the Persian Government that, while we 
recognize their nominal sovereignty over the island politically, we are obliged, by the 
necessity of considering the safety of our staff and in view of the past history of these 
Arabs, to insist that the status quo be maintained as far as the Arab village is 
concerned— i.e., that no customs duty nor other form of taxation be levied, and that 
Persian officials exercise no interference. 

“ At present the property and lives of our telegraph staff are not in danger, but it 
will, in all probability, i)o found unsafe to leave the station without a guard or a ship 
for some time to come if we make an entirely unfavourable eommunieation to the 
Arabs, unless results to them of our reoccupation arc mitigated in some sucli way as 
that suggested, for the Arabs will bitterly resent our action. 

“ If, hoAvever, it is determined that there is no alternative to informing the Arabs 
that we consider them completely under the jurisdiction of Persia, then I ,think that, 
rather than leave the Arabs to bo coerced by Persian troops, we should ourselves take 
the necessary stops, by locating a ship or guard, for the maintenance of order. Such 
a course Avould be less damaging to our i)restige. 

“ I expect the Admiral here to-morrow, and he is to remain till the 5th April. 

“ (Addressed Tehran and repeated to Calcutta.)” 

[IG47] B 











The events referred to in the former of the above telegrams were communicated 
to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and his Excellency sent orders through the Customs 
Department to suspend the building operations. I propose, in accordance with 
Consul-General’s suggestion, and subject to telegraphic sanction from you, to try and 
arrange with Persian Government to allow Arab village to remain in statu quo. I 
have asked Bushire to furnish me with particulars of the exact measurements of the 
limits of the Telegraph Concession, and I am doing what I can to effect a satisfactory 
settlement of this question. 

Negotiations are rendered very difficult by the fact that the Shah is constantly 
absent from Tehran. 


[11234] No. 2. 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 197.) 

Sir, Constantinople, March 26, 1906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 188 of the 20th instant, on the subject of 
the Turco-Persian frontier dispute, I have the honour to report that the Persian 
Ambassador called to-day and left with me a copy of the telegram, herewith 
inclosed, from his Government, on which he desired to have my opinion before 
replying. 

I said that I did not think it advisable at the present moment to suggest the 
appointment of Anglo-Russian Commissioners; that the proposal was not likely to be 
accepted by the Turks; and that it was calculated, moreover, to prevent their 
consenting to the more pressing demand for the appointment of a Turco-Persian 
Commission. 

The intervention of England and Russia was in no way compromised by a dual 
Commission, and, in fact, the two mediating Powers were only justified in interfering 
in case of disagreement between Turkey and Persia. 

As regarded point 3 in the telegram, I thought his Excellency should continue 
to insist upon the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops from Passova before dispatching 
Persian Commissioners to carry out local inquiry with Turkish Commissioners. 

Prince Biza Khan said that the advice given him on this subject by the Russian 
Ambassador, whom he had seen ])efore calling upon me, was to the same effect as 
that which I had just tendered. 

Ho added that, acting on the suggestion of the Grand Vizier, he was sending a 
copy of the Anglo-Itussian frontier map of 1865 to the Cliicf Turkish Commissioner. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 2. 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Persian Minister at Constantinople. 

(Tffidgraphique.) Le 24 Mars, 1906. 

VOS derniers tdlegrammes ont 6t6 soumis a Sa Majest6 Imp6riale. Elle a 
exprimd sa satisfaction pour vos services ct la mani^re clout vous avez jusqu’ici 
conduit I’affaire. 

2. Dans mon t61egrammc transmis dei)uis quelqucs jours je vous disais de vous 
concorter avec los Ambassadeiivs, et apre^s avoir pris lour avis de dcjclarer h la Porte 
que rimpossibilitd d’aplanir lo diffdrond par la Commission des deux Gouverneraents 
a ddjh 6te prouvee par experioncio, ct qu’il est niieessaire que la Commission soit 
composde do Dffieguds des cpiatre Puissances. A ce sujet vous n’avez pas rdpondu 
jusqu’ii present, ot vous ne elites pas dans votre dernier t^ldgramme si vous avez 
consults Ics Ambassadeurs. II est n6cessaire que le Gouverncinent Persan soit fix6 sui 
la composition de la Commission. 

3. Je lis dans votre dernier telcgramme que vous avez repondu officiellement a 1 e 
P orte qu’en cas do I’dvaeuation de Passova la Perse enverra uno Commission a la 
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frontiere; ayez-vous re 9 u une repousc, et, si non, les D414gu^s de la Commission qui 
sont ddja prets, peuvent-ils partir ou doivent-ils attendre votre reponse ? 

Les noms des Ddldguds Persans sont les suivants:— 

(a.) Nazem-ol-Molk. 

(&.) Yamin-Nezam, qui etait au Seistan, adjoint au premier. 

(c.) M. de Bruk, Premier Ingenieur. 

(d.) Sadegh Khan, Interpr^te. 

(e.) Dn Mounchi (Secretaire) et un M6decin. 


111170] No. 3. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 2.) 

(No. 211.) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, March 27,1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a private letter 
which I have addressed to M. Hartwig, Minister Designate in Persia, in pursuance of 
the instructions contained in your despatch No. 124 of the 13th instant, authorizing me 
to communicate the Seistan Water A^^rd. 

I addressed the communication in question to M. Hartwig, as such a course would 
accentuate the friendly and unofficial nature of the communication, and would be less 
likely to give rise to an official reply. With the same object, I alluded to the 
Treaty stipulations under which Persia is bound to refer disputes of this nature to 
Great Britain. 

Colonel Napier will also take an opportunity of explaining the nature of the Award 
to the military authorities. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE 


Inclosurc in No. 3. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to M. Hartwig. 

Cher M. Hartwig, Le 2.5 Mars, 1906. 

VOUS avez bien voulu faire savoir a Sir G. Hardinge et il nioi persoimellement 
que, d’aprfes les rapports qui sont parvenus au Gouverneinent Imperial, la ddcisiou 
arbitrale du Colonel MacMahon au sujet de la distribution de I’eau du Helmund aurait 
dte communiqude au Karguzar de Seistan k titre confidentiel et ii la condition 
d’observer a son egard le secret le plus absolu, et que ce fait aurait douue lieu il des 
soupgons au sujet de la bonne foi de cette ddeision. En indme temps, vous avez hion 
voulu exprimev I'opinion que, dans Vintdret de nos bonnes relations eu Perse, on ferait 
bien d’user d’une parfaite franchise en traitant cette affaire coinme d’autres de pareille 
nature. 

Mon Gouvernement partage cette manidre de voir, et pour faire preuve de ses 
sentiments d’amitid envers le Gouvernement Imperial, et de son ddsir d’dviter 
toute apparence de vouloir garder le secret au sujet de la ddeision arbitrale, j’ai 
le plaisir de vous informer que j’ai re^u I’autorisation de communiquer le texte de 
la ddeision avec la. carte explicative, quo je viens de recevoir du Foreign Office. 

Votre Excellence verra que la ddeision a dtd donnde cornme compldment de 
I’arhitrage efiectud par Sir F. Goldsmid en 1873 en vertii de 1’Article VI du Traitd de 
1857. D’apres la ddeision Goldsmid, •' la Perse aura le droit aux eaux ndeessaires pour 
arroser les terres Persanes.” II rdsulte de reiupiete faite par le Colonel MacMahon que, 
en matidre d’eau, le Seistan souffre plutot d’un surplus que d’un ddficit, et (jue dans les 
derniers trente-cinq ans e’est seulement au cour.s de trois ans (pie les terres lA'rsanes ont 
souffert d’un ddfaut sous ce rapport. Aprds un calcul approfondi de la quantitd 
d’eau dans le lieuve, le Colonel MacMahon a about! tl la conclusion (jue le tiers du 
vohune entier d’eau qui entre dans le district de Seistan il Bandar-i-Kamal, s\iffira pour 
arroser les terres Persanes actuellernent en culture, et fourniia en dehors un surplus, en 
vue de I'extension eventuelle du district arrosd, 

Les termes de cet arbitrage ont donnd lieu i\ un iualentendu. Bandar-i-Karnal, en 
territoire Afghan, est le point oh le fieuve entre de tout son volume dans le district 
d’arrosage du Seistan et oii les travaux d’irrigation comniencent. En consequence, le 
Colonel MacMahon a pris ce point pour estimer I’eau necessaire j)r.ui' les besoins des 
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deux mrties. Mais la digue de Band-i-Kohat, oil est ddtournde 1 eau destmee^ 1 usage 
des terrains Persans (c’esU-dire, le tiers du volume qui passe par le point de Bandai-i- 
Kamal), est situde environ 60 kilom. en aval de Bandar-l-Kamal et e est ici d"®. 
Varbitrage on avait I'habitude de calculer la quantite d'eau k partager. On a cru que 
c’dtalt ^Band-i-Kohat (oil naturelloment le volume d’eau est de beaucoup mferieur it 
celui du fleuve k Bandar-i-Kamal) que I’eau doit etre partagce selon la ddcision du 

CoIomI Majestd Britannique ne saurait qu’expnmer sa surprise 

que le Gouvernement Persan, qui, d'aprbs nos rapports, reoevra par le partage du 
Colonel MacMahori nne quantite d’eau beaucoup plus considerable quauparavant ait 
cru devoir protester contre cette decision comme mjuste et nuisible aux iiiteict 

En vous cominuniquant ce qui precede, jo me permets encore une fois de souligner 
le fait que le Gouvernement Anglais veut agir en parfaite franchise envers le Gouverne¬ 
ment Russe, dtant convaincu qu’une telle franchise est le meilleur moyen d dvitei tout 

^ Je dois aiouter que le Colonel MacMahou nie, de la fa 9 on la plus categorique, qu il 
ait voulu garder le secret sur les termes do la decision ou qu il y ait insdre dans 
les lettres par lesquelles il a fait parvenir cette decision aux Commissaires Persan 
et Afghan quelqiie passage que ce ffit qui ptit donner lieu it une telle supposition. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sio-nc) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


[11171 


No. 4. 


Mr. Spring-Iiice to Sir Edward Grey.—(^Ileceived April 2.) 

St. Petersburgh, March 27, 1900. 

AN interesting light uii the views taken in Russia as to the possible conditions ol 
an Angio-llnssian understanding is thrown liy an article ivhich appears 
“ Slovo,” a Moderate newspaper with a somewhat anti-English h'anmg. It sta es that 
an arrangement by which England aliandoiu'd her pretensions in T orsia to her Ivussian 
rival would not be an adeipiatc eoni])cnsation for the surrender bj Russia ol hei 
interests in Arglianistan and the border Khanates, by which the newspaper in question 
apiiears to mean Belnchistan. The “Slovo” states that Russian preponderance lu 
Persia is already an acknowledged and accomplished fact, and that ^ nothing uould be 
gained by Ihissia by its formal recognition on the part of England. The confiimation 
of a fact already recognized on various occasions cannot bo considered as an equivalent 
to the recognition on our part of any sort of exclusive_ influence of England ovei 
Afghanistaip which we have always opposed and wdnclus highly disadvantageous to us, 

not to speak of the frontier Khanates and the Pamirs. , . i • r, ■ id 

If such arc the views taken by generally well-informed circles in Russia as to the 
conditions of an understanding with England, it is not to be wondered at li the 
Russian Govcriuneiit should hesitate in formulating its terms. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


[11174] 


Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 2. 


(No. 215. Confidential.) ,,,,.10 lone 

St. Petersburgh, March 28, 1900. 

I REG to thank you for the coimnunicalion of the Memorandum of the Director of 
Military Operations, dated the 22iul February, rolativi' to the iiinv Russian road from 
Kazviii to llamadan. 

I venture to submil the following observations : _ _ 

Some years ago the Germans possessed a Concession for the construction ol a road 
from Khanikin to Kermaiishah. which lapsed owing mainly to the determined opposi¬ 
tion of the Uuhsiaii Legation, which, 1 believe, threatened the Shah s Government with 
thi' most serinu- eoiiM'iineiiccs if the road were constructed and worked by the 
Germans. 
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Should the Anatolian line be continued to Bagdad, and a branch line constructed 
to the Persian fi-ontier at Khanikin, and the former German Concession for the 
Kermanshah line be revived, the Germans would control the ]iilgrim route to Kerbelah, 
which is the only line in Persia which is certain to pay. The traffic on it would be 
considerable and constant. 

The newly-appointed German Minister to Persia, who, as I hoar, will be provided 
with strong letters of recommendation from the Sultan to the Shah, has been connected 
for some time with the Deutsche Bank and the Bagdad Railway, 011 which subject he 
is considered a specialist. It is not unreasonable to suppose that his mission may be 
not unconnected with a project for linking up the Bagdad Railway with Persia by 
means of a road via Khanikin. Such a scheme will nearly affect Russian interests in 
Persia. It will also have a wider significance, for the Russian railway system now 
extends to JuKa, on the Araxes, and a road is constructed to Tabreez which can be 
readily converted into a railway. From Tabreez to llamadan via Kazvin, as is pointed 
out in the Memorandum of the 22nd February, the construction of a railway may be 
said to be in preparation. The line to Tabreez should be a paying undertaking, as the 
province tapped is one of considerable fertility. The continuation to llamadan would 
not apparently be profitable. But from llamadan to Bagdad (should a line be con¬ 
structed) the pilgrim traffic insures the profitable nature of the undertaking. 

Compared with the German route to Bagdad (unless the projected irrigation works 
are completed, which ivould bo the work of years), the Russian route via Persia would 
seem, from the commercial point of view, a more promising undertaking, and one 
which should prove more attractive to capitalists. Thus, in the race to Bagdad, 
Russian enterprise might have a reasonable chance of winning, if supported by the 
necessary capital. The obstacles are mainly political— i.e., the objections of England 
in Persia and of Germany in Turkey. Should these objections be overcome, Russia 
would command a direct route to the south via Persia and Bagdad. If, at the same 
time, England were intrusted with the construction of a line from Koweit to Bagdad, 
the interests of Germany, England, anti Russia would all have duo consideration. If 
there were objections to the division of the line into sjiheres of interests, the whole 
railway system, with its ramifications, could be internationalized, and worked in the 
common interests of the world. 

The French Ambassador informs me tliat some such jilan would be viewed not 
unfavourably in Paris, where it is believed that unless England and France participate 
in the construction of the Bagdad Railway it will eventually be constructed by 
Germany alone. Russia, hoivever, has objected, and without the consemt of Russia the 
participation of France and luigland would be merely playing into Gi'rmany’s hands, 
and quite needlessly alienating Russia for the benefit, of Germany. But if Russia 
could be induced to withdraw her opposition, France would gladly enti'r into the 
German scheme. I have since understood, though not with positive certainty, that 
Count Witte is not averse to the construction of the Bagdad Railway on the under¬ 
standing that Russia receives the right of joining up her own system with th(' projected 
line. I venture to point out that if a line were constructed from the Gulf to Bagdad, 
England would also receive certain commercial facilities which would be of great 
value. It might, thus be possible to reconcile the conflicting interests by a general 
scheme which would do justice to the claims of all parties concerned. But it is 
evident that if Germany obtains the concession to Kermanshah and llamadan the 
combination above outlined becomes impossible, and that it might, tlu'refore, be as well 
that the Governments of England and Russia should interchange views as to the course 
to be taken in view of such an eventuality. 

In conversation wdth M. ilartwig, 1 have touched lightly on these considerations. 
He has expressed himself strongly on the subject of a possible German Railway 
Concession in Persia, and told me that he did not believe that his Government could be 
brought to consent to it. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


[1(117] 
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[11159] *5- 

Government of India to Mr. Morley.—(Commimic(ited by India Office April 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. , , . , ''^“7-'' {?“■' 

YOTJR telegram dated the 29th instant. I repeat, for your information, following 

telegrams regarding riots in Seistan ;— 

1. P’rom Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan ;— 

“ Officer Commanding escort from Dalhanddin addressed Assistant Adjutant- 
General, Quetta, yesterday in following terms 

“ ‘ Superintendent of Police, Rohat, reports as follows : 

“ ‘ “ With reference to your telegram of the 28th instant. Pla^e measures have 
given rise to disturbance in Seistan, and an attack on the Consulate is expected. 
received written requests from Macpherson to wire to you to come up as quickly as 

^ “ ‘ Further particulars, which I immediately telegraphed for, from Macpherson and 

Benn have not yet reached me from them. Further telegram to l^iem will at once be 
sent. Meanwhile I am pushing on with escort with all possible speed. 

“ No further intelligence has reached us from Seistan owing to want of direct 
telegraphic communication with that place.” 

2. From Consul-General, kleshod, dated the 29th instant; 

“ Approach to Seistan city of large mobs from Biinjar village is reported by Consul 
at Seistan. Mob from same village was in 1903 instigated to trouble British Consul by 

his Russian colleague. j j * 

“ Strong messages are being sent by Governor-General, Khorassan, ana conduct 

of Governor of Seistan is good.” 


[11160] No. 7. 

Government of India to Mr. Morleij,—(^Communicated by India Office April 2.) 


30th ultimo. 


April 1, 1906. 
Disturbances in 


(Telegi'aphic.) P. 

IN continuation of my telegram dated the 

Seistan. i- i i 

Instructions have already been given to Officer Commanding detachment en route 
for Robat that, except in the case of extreme urgency, of which Consul on spot must 
judgi', he is not to cross frontier without direct order from Government of India. As 
it sec'ins unlikely that Consulate will be attacked, these instructions will be repeated. 

The following telegram was sent on the 28th ultimo by His Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran to the Foreign Office, and repeated to Seistan and to the Government of 
India :— 

” Seistan disturbances. 

“Authority to protect British Consulate was telegraphed in my presence to 
Governor-General, Khorassan and Seistan, by Mushir-ed-Dowleh, whom I at once saw 
on receiving the news. Offence will be given here by dispatch of troops from 
Robat.” 


[11161] No. S. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley,—(^Communicated by India Office April 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. « April 1, 1906. 

MY telegram of yesterday. Disturbances in Seistan. 

Macpherson, Seistan Consul, has now communicated following information :— 

Riot, duo to plague measures, took place on morning of the 27th. Consul and 
Consulate doctor were f^truek by clods, and dispensary was wrecked by crowd. 
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Customs official’s attempt, contrary to Consul’s advice, forcibly to remove plague 
patient to hospital, was immediate cause of outbreak. Movement was due, in the 
opinion of the Consul, to Russian instigation, inspection of women by Russian doctor, 
and to tactlessness of the Customs officer, Cattersel; but Russians attribute it to 
propaganda of Persian doctor who has recently arrived. 

Hughes, Assistant Superintendent of Police at Robat, left for Seistan with 
twenty-three sowars on the 30th ultimo, Macpherson having asked him to move to 
Seistan with available Chagai militia sowars, as night attack on Consulate was 
threatened. Consulate has been reinforced by all available Afghans ; up to morning 
of the 28th no attack was delivered on it. Ilnfortunately^ however, on afternoon of 
same day arms had not reached Robat. 

Consul has agreed that any arrests of rioters should be deferred for the present 
tiU things quiet down; meanwhile Deputy Governor is doing his best to quiet populace. 


[10387] No. 9. 

Memorandum communicated to Count Benckendorff, April 2, 1906. 

ON the 22nd instant, the Russian Ambassador made a communication in which 
it was suggested that His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople should adopt a 
more energetic attitude towards the Sublime Porte, in the question of the Turco- 
Persian frontier dispute, in order tflat the British and Russian Governments might 
act in complete unison in the matter. 

Sir N. O’Conor reports tliat on the 16th ultimo he received a visit from the 
Russian Ambassador at Constantinople, who agreed with him in the opinion that it 
might be difficult to induce the Porte to withdraw from Passova, or to consent to the 
arbitration of Groat Britain and Russia, as provided in the Anglo-Russian Agreement 
of March 1866. Sir N. O’Conor and M. Zinoview considered that it would be well to 
report the state of the question to their respective Governments before making any 
formal proposal to the Porte implying a reference of the question to the decision 
of the British and Russian Governments, lest the Porto should refuse and the two 
Governments be placed in the position of submitting to something in the nature of a 
rebuff, or of going further than might be desirable. 

Foreign Office, April 2, 1906. 


[11451] No. 10. 

Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—{Received April 3.) 

3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, April 2, 1906. 

I AM directed by my Board to call your attention to the serious fact that tlic 
Persian Government still refuse to permit our Company to levy tolls on the Kum- 
Sultanabad Road, notwithstanding that the Company have expended very large sums 
upon that road since it took over the Concession from the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Prior to the transfer from the Bank to us, the Persian Minister of Roads 
had personally assured the representative of the Imperial Bank of Persia that he would 
recommend the granting of tolls after a very moderate sum of money had been 
expended on the road in making certain improvements which had been indicated. 
This assurance was followed by his letter dated the 17th May, 1901, of which the text 
is as follows :— 

“ AussitOt que les reparations de la chaussee entre Kom et Sultanabad (reparations 
estimees 4 3,000 tomans) seront terminees, et la chaussee ainsi entierement achevee, je 
ferai les demarches necessaires aupr^s du Gouvernement Imperial pour vous faire 
octroyer le Firman etablissant votre droit de percevoir au peage sur I’intorsection de 
la route entre Kom et Sultanabad.” 

Not only were these improvements actually completed by the Bank before they 
transferred the road to us, but, in addition to this, we have ourselves expended a 
sum of over 3,000k in widening and improving the road, which not only is now incon¬ 
testably in an infinitely better condition than when taken over from the Bank, but 
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also is incontestably wider and better than the Besht-Kasvin Eoad when tolls were 
"■ranted on that undertaking. 

My Board refrained from applying to the Persian Government for permission to 
levy tolls before these considerable works had been executed, although they would 
have been well within their rights had they applied at a much earlier period, and it 
appears to them that it is a grave injustice on the part of the Persian Government 
si ill to persist in their refusal to grant tolls, and that any further outlay under 
existing conditions will only involve the Company in a heavy cost without any 
certainty that the end in view will be attained. 

Under thesci circumstances we are compelled to ask your intervention in this 
matter. We claim from the Persian Government the right to levy tolls on the Kum- 
Sultanabad Road in terms of the Concession taken over hy us from the Imperial Bank 
of Persia, which has since been amended in several respects. 

The Concession does not specify any definite width of roadway. It states that the 
road should be a commercial road, and we maintain that it fulfils that condition 
already, as the Department of Posts use it for the transmission of their mails hy 
“ fourgons” ; in fact, they pay us regularly under contract a money consideration for 
the privilege of running on it vehicles carrying mails and passengers. 

A supplementary Artiide to the Concession, dated the 24th August, 1902, gives 
us a right to construct “caravan roads instead of levelled roads (‘chaussees’) in 
mountainous districts, or districts presenting diffieulties to wheeled traffic.” In the 
case of the Sultanahad Road we have not availed ourselves of this right, though it was 
ojien to us to do so, as we intend that this road should bo, as it now is, carriageable 
throughout. 

It is ])ertincnt also to recall the fact that when tolls were first granted on the 
Russian Hoad from Enzeli to Tehran, the width of that road on the mountainous 
section hc'twcen Kudan and Usbashchai was in parts less than 12 ft. It is evident 
that width is of more importance on a mountainous road than on a road running 
across a plain. 

It should he noted that wo are applying primarily for the sanction of the Persian 
Governnnmt to the levying of tolls hy us on beasts of burden. The Persian Govern¬ 
ment appear to forget that under our Concession we have the monopoly of wheeled 
trallio on our roads. Consequently, we can charge vehicles what we please ; and in 
coiisentiug that the Persian Goverumenr. should fix for us the tolls to be collected from 
vehicles, we are conceding, not asking, a favour. 

A re})ort on this road has recently been drawn up by the Persian Miuistei' of 
Hoads and his engineer fur the information of the L’ersian Government, whose 
refusal lo sanction tlu* levy of tolls had been based u])on it. We inclose a copy of 
this report. 

The general width of the road is 18 feet to 24 feet; in niaiiy parts more—a width 
undoubtedly ample for the needs of a very important highway. Yet the traffic on 
this particular road is at present very small, and will develop only gradually. It is 
true that in certain parts the width is less than this. But our agents in Tehran inform 
us that two meeting carriages can now pass in some of these narrower places by 
ordinary careful driving, though at some specially awkward points it may be necessary 
to unhiteb oiu' or more wing horses where vehicles with four horses liarnesscd abreast 
are concerned. 

At the present lime the number of vehicles passing along tlie road averages forty- 
live pui’ mensem, or one every sixteen hours, and for this and a much greater traffic 
the facilities are ample. 

'riie widening of the road, as suggested by the Persian engineer, cannot be recom¬ 
mended or undertaken. It would involve very large expenditure in connection with 
the widening of an embankment nearly IG miles long, besides other unnecessary 
works. But we may note here, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, 
that, should any further facilities for the crossing of vehicles be considered advisable 
by llis Majesty’s Legation at Tehran either now or as the traffic expands, we should 
be quite prepared to provide more crossing places, and, further, to endeavour to fulfil 
ai\y other suggestions which the Legation may put forward. 

Our engineers advise us that the fords or paved crossings demanded by the 
Persian engineer are not necessary at present, and that the existing arrangements are 
in no sense a source of danger to either foot or Avheol tratlic. 

As regards the metalling of the road, the Persian engineer expresses an opinion 
that under certain conditions the road may become impracticable for a distance of 
14 miles. This statement implies that, at the time of inspection, the stretch under 


9 


notice satisfied the requirements of traffic, but that, OAving to the AA'ant of ballast, it 
might become impracticable in the future. We understand, from our knoAvledgc of 
the country and soil, that there will he no difficulty in maintaining this section in 
efficient order. The upkeep of the roadAvay Avill form part of the ordinary business 
of the road—in short, will be a part of the every-day maintenance work. Wo most 
emphatically claim that we may he trusted to see that the surface Avhich at any given 
time is in order shall receive adequate attention at any future time. Actual metalling 
of this section is out of the question. Metal is not available locally, and it Avould be 
impracticable—given the enormous expense—to carry it from the distant places where 
it is procurable. We understand that the engineer of the Minister of Roads 
appreciated this difficulty. 

The question, then, of the road, and Avith it the question of the tolls, appears to 
us to depend on the political situation, not on the engineering aspect. 

We respectfully impress on you that'the Persian Government, by refusing the 
applieation, have succeeded in arresting our entire operations. The spring is at hand, 
which is the season for further road construction, and it would be obviously imprudent 
for us to continue any such further construction until tolls have been grantnd on the 
Kum-Sultanabad road. This entails that we have to keep our engineers, engaged 
under agreement, out there without adequate return to us in Avork accomplished for 
their salaries; that we have to disband our stall of trained road-makers ; and that the 
time at which these roads might be expected to pay their way is still further 
postponed. The loss of the spring practically means the loss of the year. 

Meantime the road is being constaiAtly used by transport of all kinds, and the 
cost of maintaining tlic surface worn in this Avay falls entirely upon this Company 
without any compensation. 

I am instructed hy my Board to say that they bear in mind the observation 
contained in the concluding paingraph of your letter of the 5th instant,*' to which 
they desire to conform, but at the same time they feel it to be their duty to point out 
the serious loss and injury to the Company’s interests Avhich is involved by the attitude 
of the Persian Government. As regards the continuation of the T’chran-Kum Road 
to Ispahan, my Board will await the advice of His Majesty’s Government as to Avhen 
the moment may be considered opportune for reopening this matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) PRANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretary. 


Inclosure in No. 10. 

M. de Bnicq to the Sadr Azam. 

Altessc, ^ Octobre 1905. 

J’AI I’honncur de presenter respectucusement a votre Altesse lo present rapport 
sur I’ctat de la route entre Koum ct Sultanabad. 

Cette route s’etend sur uno distance de 22 farsakhs environ. 

^ Jc dirai ci-dessous Ics defauts qu’elle m’a paru presenter, et auxquels il semhle 
qu’il y aurait lieu de remddier avant d’dtablir la perception des peages, puisque 
ccux-ci sont pergus en dchaugc des facilitds do transport offertes aux voya^eurs et 
transporteurs. ” 

Premiere Remarque .—dilferents endroits la route est trop dtroite pour permettre 
le croisement de deux vdhieules. 

Co fait a lieu notamment— 

(«.) A la sortie de Koum, on la route cst rcsserrdc entre un large foss6 d’irrigation 
et les murs des jardins sur une distance d’environ 500 metres; 

{b.) Aux environs de Rahgird, ou la route coupe des escarpements sur une distance 
d’environ 1 farsakh; 

(c.) Enfin entre Shahsaverun et Shaveh, et au dela vers Sultanabad, sur une 
distance de 4 farsakhs. Sur eette distance la route n’est que 3 metres 60 centim. de 
largeur. Ce fait est d’autant plus regrettable que la route est en remblai, comprise 
entre deux largos fossds, et situde dans une plaine sujette aux inondations. 

II est hors de doutc quo deux vdhicules venaut en sens contrairc scront fored- 
ment arretes, car la disposition des lieux et la nature des terres constitudes 
par lo Kevir no pormottont pas que I’un d’oux sorte do I’dtroito route, et cc ddfaut 

* Forwarding lotter lo of Docember 22, IDOo. 
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palpable est aggrave par le fait qu’on a neglige d’^tablir au moins de distance on 
distance des sortcs d’dlargissements on le croisement serait possible. 

Ainsi je ne parvicns pas ^ comprendre comment, avec une telle route, on pourra 
assurei’ le trafic dans les deux sens. 

Deuxieme Remarque .—La route croise en divers points des thalwegs (“flood 
str(',ains ”) importants, ou aucune construction n’a et6 faite en vue de facilitei* le 
passage des pidtons, veliicules, ou betes de somme au moment de la venue des 
caux, tels que ponts, cassis empierres, arches d’inondation, ou rcmblais en pierre. 
Entre autres, je citerai le thalweg nommd lioudsez, qui se trouve immddiatement 
avant le Cafd'de Djedil et Mamalek, et trois autres entre ce point et Koum, un 
autre prhs du caravanserai Sangua, un autre entre celui-ci et Sombolobad, im autre 
pres de Salifscliekan, soit au moins sept thalwegs que la route croise, et pour lesqucls 
1(‘ j)assagc sera certaincmcnt trds pdnible au moment de la fonto des neiges, si on n’y 
fait pas quelque construction spdciale. Jc citerai de plus un profond fosse prd.s de 
Iltihgird, oh un petit pent est ndccssaire, et qui somble y avoir dte projetd, mais n’a 
pas encore dtd construit. 

Troisieme Remarque .—Quant aux empierrements de la route, ils n’ont pas etc faits 
en de nombreux endroits ct sur de longues distances. Pour ccrtaincs parties, le manque 
d'empierrements ne prdsentera pas, probablement, d’inconvdnieuts majeurs, mais il 
est hors do doute que pour les parties comprises entre Sorkhab et Shahseveran, et au 
dela vers Sultauabad, soit sur une distance de 4 farsakhs environ, Ic manque 
d’empievroraents, i)ar suite do la nature du sol, aura pour rdsultat qu’au moment des 
pluics la route sera convertio en un bourbier iinpraticablc. 

’relies sent, Altesse, les })rincipales remarques que j’ai cru de mon devoir de 
presenter a votre Altesse. 

N’ayaut pas eu a ma disposition ni le contrat d’entreprise ni le cahier des charges 
dc cettc entreprise, jc nt* puis conclurc sur le fait de savoir si la Coinpagnie a rem[)li 
ses engagemcnls ou non, mais il .scrablc juste d’ajouter que le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majestd Impdriulc Ic Schah est en droit d’exiger qu’avant de laisscr diablir despdages, 
s’il y a lieu, sur la route de Koum a Sultauabad, que cettc route soit praticable, et, 
scion moi, dans son 6tat actuol elle deviendra rapidement iinpraticablc tKs les 
premicires pluies. 

J’ai, &c. 

L’lngenieur, Chef Lirecteur des 
Ponts et Chaussdes, 

(Signe) AD. de BHUCQ. 


[11479! No. 11. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 3.) 

'I’llbi Under-Secretary of Slate for India presents his eoniplinients to the Under- 
S('eretary of State for Foreign AlTairs, and, by direction of i\Ir. Secretary Morley, 
forwards liorcwith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
fi'oin the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, relative to the disturbances in Seistan. 

India Office, April 3, PJUO. 


luclosure in No. 11. 

Government of India to Mr. Morlep. 

('J'elegraphie.j 1‘. April 2, 19UG. 

MY previous telegram^ -^inee the beginning of the pres>eut month regarding 
disturbances in Seistan. Maephersou’s latest report, dated the .'lOth ultimo, addressed 
to the Foreign Jlt'partment of tlie (iovernment of India and repeated to Meshed and 
Tehran, is as follows :— 

“I am informed by M. Uattersel that Hussiaiis turiied out 15U men, including 
large number of Heluehis, during threatened disturbances yesterday. There was 
reserve of .90,000 rouiuh of ammunition ; rillcs appeared to bi' all of same pattern. 
Situation mucli ijuieter. 
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[11478] No. 12. 

India Office to Foreign Office,—(Received April 3.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State lor India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 2nd instant, relative to quarantine arrangements on the 
Perso-Afghan border. 

India Office, April 3, 1900. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 
Government of India to Mr. Morleg. 


(Telegraphic.) P. April'A, 1906. 

AS frontier from Ilastadan to Siah Kuh Bandan is undemarcated and line on map 
does not indicate true boundary, and as Russians havx' for years shown anxiety to 
secure control of tracts, whicli latosl. reports show are not waterless desert, Governmen, 
of India are disposed to think that we should invoke Article VI of the Treaty of Paris, 1857t 
provided that Consul at Seistan is correct in sayijig that Governor of Kain, Avho is in 
treaty with Russian Bank for loan of 30,000 tomans, has started (juarantine posts ou 
Perso-Afghan border north of Dxiroh. 

Disputes with Afghans, avo could perhaps point out, are likely to be involved, and 
right to be consulted before establishment of I'ordon might bo clainu'd by us. Further, 
Ave might require, if cordon is thought necessaiy, that we should control it, as frontier 
questions are involved by it. 

If these proposals have your concurrence, Ave might send Clemenger from 
Nasratabad Ispe to the region in question; and, as Maepherson in his telegram of the 
21st ultimo recommended, Ave Avould depute four hospital assistants if cordon is 
established. MacqDherson can perhaps arrange for sending other men temporarily, 
pending arrival of these persons. 

(Addressed British kliuister at Tehran; repeated Secretary of State for India, 
Seistan, and Meshed.) 


[108061 No. 13. 

Sir Edirard Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff". 

(No. 51.) 

(Telegra])hic.) F. Foreign Office, April .‘5, 1900. 

BAKiriTARl road. 

"U)ur fc'legi-ams Nos. 09, 71, 70, and 80 of tlu' 20th, 21st, 24lh, and 2Sth i\Iarc‘h 
respectively. 

With regard to eorres[)oiiding' with Chiefs you may u.se your discretion. 

We understand that llajiAliKuli Khan isproc(‘eding to Tehran, and, in that laise, 
you should utilize the presence of the three principal Chiefs to attempt to ('Ifcct 
settlement of accounts and outstanding (piestions with the Company. 

We concur in jmur suggestion that tliere Avill be no necessity for His jllajesty’s 
Vicc-(k)nsul to visit tln' Bakhli.ari road, and are informing the Conqjany in that smise. 


[10766] No. 14. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 3, 1900. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th ultimo, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to inform you that he concurs in the view of the Secretary of State for 
India that copies of certain papers regarding the present state of Persia and the steps 
to bo taken in antcipation of the breaking up of the existing ordi'r of thizigs in tho 
eountiy should be laid before the Committee ofUmperial Defence. 












12 


I am to acid that fIrani J)uff’s despatch Xo. 35 of the 2nd February and my 

Inttf'r 1o you of the Gth March have already been communicated to the Committee by 
llii ‘1 JJepartment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL. 


[10806] No. 15. 

Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office^ April 3, 1906. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to inform you that he has had under his 
consideration, in communication with Ilis Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Tehran, the 
points raised in your letters of the 22nd February and the 8th March last, relative to 
the condition of the Ahwaz-lspahan road and the political situation in the Baklitiari 
country. 

Frcun reports received from Mr. Grant Duff it appears that His Majesty’s Vice- 
Consul at Ahwaz has only recently returned from Ram Hormuz, and that he states that 
tlie s])lit between tlie Chiefs remains at present a family c[uarrel, which has not, so far 
as he ('an see, (ixtonded to the tribesmen. It seems, further, that Major Morton, an 
engineer of the Indian Irrigation Department, has just visited the Ahwaz-lspahan 
road, and lias drawn up a rc])ort on its condition which will shortly reach His Majesty’s 
Legation at Tehran. In the circumstances, Sir E. Grey does not consider that it will 
be necessary for His Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Ahwaz to again visit Ham Hormuz for 
the present or to furnish a second report on the road. 

As regards the safety or otherwise of the road for the Company’s caravans, it is of 
course impossible for His Majesty’s Government to undertake the responsibility of 
advising you in the matter, but Mr. Grant Duif is inclined to the opinion that its 
condition is not more dangerous at the present moment than at other times. He states 
further that he has rec(3ntly obtained payment of the greater part of the claims for 
robberies on the road. According to a telegram dated the 29th idtimo from His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Ispahan, traffic on the road has now commenced. 

J am to add that copies of your letters have been forwarded to His Majesty’s 
('barge d’Alfaires at'rehran, who will furnish his observati(ms in due coiirse. If, as 
Sir E. Grey is given to understand, the three principal Bakhtiari Chiefs will shortly 
meet at Tehran, Mr. Grant DuiT will take the opportunity to endeavour to effect a 
hOttlemont of the various outstanding questions between the Chiefs and your Company. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


111568] No. u;. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Heceived April 4.) 

THE Uiuler-Sccretary of Stale for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 3rd April, relative to the riots in Seistan. 

India Office, April 4, 1906. 


Inclosiire in No. IG. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) B. April 3, 1906. 

MY telegram of the 2nd April regarding riots in Seistan. 

Before reading the telegram repealed in mine above cited, the following telegram 
from Maeplierson, dated the 29th March, addressed to the Government of India, 
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Foreign Department, and repeated tb Meshed, Tehran, and Foreign Office with Viceroy, 
should be read :— 

“Large crowd came thi.s morning from Birjan, and, failing compliance with its 
demands, threatened to attack. Comprised in these demands were:— 

“ 1. Prohibition of Belgian interference in plague operations. 

“2. Handing over for punishment of a British trader accused of [groups 
unintelligible]. 

3. Written agreement that no punishment should be inflicted on rioters of the 
27th Maich. 

“ Great excitement still prevails. Populace remain masters of the situation and 
there is no security, as Deputy Governor .still fears to make arrests, though crowd was 
eventually induced by him to disperse. Merely because he was British servant one of 
our local levies was roughly handled in city last night. Excitement being now chiefly 
directed against Belgians, latter liave taken up their residence in Russian Consulate 
to-day. We could with difficulty defend Consulate premises if serious attack were made 
in retaliation, as threatened, and I am therefore at present unable to demand that 
offenders should be punished. I shall, however, be in much stronger position when 
levies from Robat arrive, as I shall then have thirty or forty extra rifles, .^mple 
justification now exists for taking advantage of recent riot to send in the extra arms 
and ammunition for the Consulate, and I hope this will be done. Double company 
should reach Robat with the arms about 15th April, and advisability of marching it in 
is also for consideration. Neighbouring villages are now certain also to become 
infected, and as daily average in the city has already reached seven, I fear there will be 
great extension of the disease there, since further plague measures are out of the 
question at present Time for reconsideration of question as to whether we should not, 
preferably in concert with Persian doctor, assume direct control over plague operations 
has, I venture to think, in view of incompetence shown by the Belgians, arrived. As, 
however, wo should have to contend against maximum of Russian intrigue, besides 
possible local opposition, this will not be possible unless a strong force is maintained at 
Robat. Fazl Rahman and the compounder, latter of whom received rather severe 
contusion on arm, were, in addition to myself and Kelly, struck with clods. 
Removal of basins, &c., and destruction of outer doors of hospital, all furniture, and 
majority of medicines, constituted damage done to our hospital on the 27th March.” 


[11629] No, 17. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to .S/r Edward Grey. — [Received Aprd 1.) 

(No. 88.) 

(Tologruphic.) P. Tehran, April 4, 1906. 

FOLLOWING sent to India 

“ Your telegram of 2nd April: Afghan frontier quarantine ports. 

“ Neither the Sanitary Council nor the Customs Department know anything of 
the establishment of such ports, and ai'c inquiring. I have warned the Customs 
Department that their establishment might lead to complications with Afghanistan. 
The dispatch of a Russian doctor to Birjand is confirmed, the Persian Government 
having given way before the threat of the Russian Government to close the whole 
Khorassan frontier. Until we obtain more definite evidence that Russia intends to 
establish a cordon, I deprecate representations to the Persian Government in the sense 
suggested. A reliable doctor might meanwhile be dispatched to Birjand, but please 
let me knoAv if you decide on this step. 

“ Any action likely to raise the Perso-Afghan frontier question would, I think, be 
impolitic in the present unsettled condition of Persia, and would only be justified if 
it were of really vital importance.” 


[ 1647 ] 
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No. 18. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 5.) 

Sir, India Office, April 4, 1900. 

WITH reference to Sir E. Gorst’a letter of the 26th March, I am directed by- 
Mr. Secretary Morley to say that he concurs in Secretary Sir E. Grey’s view that the 
decision not to guarantee a loan to the Governor of Kain, which was conveyed to 
Sir A. Ilardinge in Lord Ijansdowne’s telegram of the 28th July, 1905, should be 
adhered to. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


[11705] No. 19. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 5.) 

TMM Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Eoreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for tlie information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the tth instant, relative to the Seistan disturbances. 

India Office, April 5, 1906. 


[nclosurc in No. 19. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

tTelegra])liic.) P. April 4, 1906. 

I KMl’EAT, for information, following telegrams, dated respectively the 30th and 
3Lst March, from Mncpherson regarding disturbances in Seistan ;— 

1. “150 armed men, including large number of Baluchis, were, M. Cattersel 
informs me, yesterday turned out by Puissians during threatened disturbance. There 
was reserve of 50,000 rounds of ammunition; rifles appeared to be all of same pattern. 
Situation mucli quieter.” 

!2. “ There is undoubted possibility of real trouble, situation being again very 
serious. I shall tcmpori'/c as much as possible as to the concessions which, according 
to latest information. Mullahs intend to demand, and to enforce if not granted. But 
orders to move up with all dispatch will, I hope, be sent to troops on the way up. .As 
they may be required to transport supplies to Sei.stan, camels with reserve supplies for 
double company sliould be also ordered to stand fast at Hobat. Arrangements for 
immediate dispatch of further reinforcements in case of necessity should, 1 would also 
suggest, be considered. It has been given out by Bussians, though this may be bluff, 
that 600 Cossacks are coming.” 

Arrival of Hughes, who sliould have reached Nasratabad on the 3rd April, at Girde, 
half-way between Robat and Nasratabad, has been telegraplied by the Agent to the 
Governor-General in Baluchistan. 

Arms will be sent on with small escort as soon as possible to Consul, whose action, 
with reference to foregoing messages, 1 propose to approve. We are consulting military 
authorities on Consul’s proposals lor detaining camels at Robat and his suggestion for 
turther reinlorcement, as well as on question, which will be considered with reference to 
situation existing there on their arrival at Rohal, of sending whole of double company 
to Seistan. from e.xperience gained here, our medical otlicers can advise as to carrying 
out such arrangements as arc posj^ihle, due regard being had, as in India, to customs 
and prejudices ot the people, for prevention and spread of plague, and services of 
double company might be offered to Persian Government to assist their authorities in 
maintenance ol order, if Russians, as stated by Reuter on the 2nd April, are complaining 
ot failure ol i|uarantine and extension of plague. Should situation be critical, 1 propose 
to send double company without furiher parley if Persian Government decline olfcr. 
As present break in communication miglit he dangerous, it seems also desirable to press 
for immediate completion td’ Seistan telegraph line. 
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[11749] 


No. 20. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 6.) 

(TeTe^aphic.) P. Tehran, April o, 1906 

IN Reuter’s telegrams to-day the Russian Legation here is quoted as authority toi 
a statement that a cordon is being formed at Birjand and that Russian Cossacks aie 
being sent from Askabad for the purpose. I have been informed in Avriting oy the 
Russian Chargd d’AfPaires that this is a mistake, and that what he reported was^ that 
Cossacks of the Tehran Brigade, to the number of 100, were being sent for service in 


iri_X*_ _ 


[11859] No. 21. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 5.) 

(No. 91.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 5, 1906. 

.\1Y telegram No. 136 to Government of India. 

I am informed by the Mushir-ed-DoAvleh that the Pcrsi.m GoAUjrnment are placing 
quarantine posts at Birjand, Turshiz, Karez, and Turhat-i-Sheikh .Tam. His Excel¬ 
lency states that this action is due to pri;ssure exercised by the Russian Government. 

At the ])]acos mentioned quarantine Avill bi* enforced by Cossacks from the Tehran 
Brigade, under Persian officers, who will also guard the less frequented roads leading 
from Khorassan into Seistan. 

His Excellency gave me a most positive assurance that the Persian Government 
AAmuld permit no Russian troojis to enter their territory, and added that an intimation 
to this effect had been made to the Russian Chargd d’Affaires. 

It appears that avc are already repri'sented at Birjand by a doctor. 


[11708] No. 22. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 63.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ■ Foreign Office, April 5, 1906. 

WE see no reason to modify the opinion ('xpressod in our telegram No. bl ol the 
28th July, 1905, respecting the loan to the Governor of Kain. 

Above is with reference to your telegram No. 72 of the 22nd ]\Iarch. 


[11451J No. 23. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 53.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 5, 1906. 

1 'I’llANSMIT to yon herewith, for your observations and for such action as you 
can properly take, copy of a letter from the Persian Transport Company relative to the 
refusal of the Persian GoA'-ornment to permit the levying of tolls upon the Kum- 
Sultanabad road.* 

The communication from the Foreign Olfice of the 5th ultimo, to which reference 
is made in the concluding paragraph of this letter, forwarded the assurance of the 22nd 
December, 1905, regarding the Kum-lspahan road, but added that, in vioAV of the 
political situation in Persia and the attitude of the Persian Government, any action by 
the Company likely to provoke serious objections or opposition on their part was at the 
present moment to be deprecated. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


• Nn. 10. 












[11895J 


No. 24. 


Mr. E. Grant Da(f to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received April 6.) 

(No. 94.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 6,190t). 

8EISTAN disturbances. 

Scistan telegrams of the 5th instant. 

Compensation for the damage done, and exemplary punishment of the ring¬ 
leaders, should, I think, he demanded, hut the Mollahs have become more powerful 
of late, and the Persian Government arc weak and penniless, and it is unlikely that 
we shall obtain adequate punishment of important Mujteheds. There will probably 
also be delay in paying compensation for damage. The Kuh-i-Malik-Siah extension 
and a free grant of the land required might be asked for. 

The Scistan disturbances may be reproduced elsewhere in Persia at any moments, 
but, g(“iu;rally, the feeling of the people is much less against Europeans than against 
th(' Government. Ilis Majesty’s Consul alone can be the judge of the real urgency 
for tin; dispatch of Indian troops or for further plague measures. 


ri2075j No. 26. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edwmd Grey.—[Received April 7.) 

(No. 9().) 

('l\jlogra[jhie.) P. Tehran, April 7, 1906. 

SIGS'l'AN. Telegram No. 212 of the 6th instant from ilis Majesty’s Consul in 
Scistan to Government of India. 

Mounted troojxs are being sent to Scistan from Meshed by the Persian Govern¬ 
ment, hut men from the Tehran Cossack brigade under Persian officers will eventually 
rc'lieve them. 

'riu' T('hrau Cossacks, it should be remembered, are in llussian uniform, and are 
jji'ohaldy under ilussian iutluence to some extent, but Persia possc.sses no other 
fairly reliable troops. 

I have l)('en assured by tlu* Musliir-ed-Dowleb that the ringleadtu’s of the 
disturbances Avill be punished. 

I'lu' (li.s])ateh of Indian troops across the Persian frontier will greatly annoy the 
Sliab, and will prol)ably cause the Persian Government, whose obstructivencss has been 
rather less i)ronouneed of late, to sulk for many months. Before sending troops 
across tlu' frontier, Ilis IMajesty’s Government will doubtless take these points into 
consideration. 

If, on file other hand, complications a)’e not likely to be caused elsewhere by such 
action, a salutary etfect might in the long run be produced by sending troops to 
iSdstan ami kee])ing them there until the riot and plague questions are thoroughly 
settled. It would show the Persian Government that our endurance has limits. 

Unless Ave mean to see tlu' miittcr through 1 am entirely opposed to sending any 
force at all, and if oi\e is sent it should be an adequate one. 


[11895] No. 26. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grunt Duff. 

(No. 51.) 

(Teh'graphic.) I’. Foreign Office, April 7, 1906. 

SEISTAN riots. Ycuir telegram No. 94 of 6th April. 

Yon shouhl impress on Persian Government that they will be lu'ld responsible fur 
the present serious slate of alfairs in Scistan. llecenl events slrow that the telegraph 
extension is more than ever necessary, and you should press for immediate permission 
to construct it. B('fore danger of further rioting is over and until state of affairs 
becomes normal, it seenm premature to demand punishment and compensation. 
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[11629] No. 27. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 7, 1906. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 3rd instant, I am directed by Secretary 
Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty’s Chargd 
d’Affaires at Tehran,* replying to the telegram of the 2^nd instant from the Government 
of India, relative to quarantine posts on the Afghan frontier. 

I am to state that Sir E. Grey is disposed to concur in the vieAv expressed by 
Mr. Grant Duff that, until more definite evidence is obtained of the intention of the 
Russians to form a cordon, any representations to the Persian Government in the sense 
suggested by the Viceroy are to be deprecated, and that it would be impolitic to take 
any action at the present moment likely to raise the question of the Perso-Afghan 
frontier. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[12076] No. 28. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey .— [Received April 8.) 

(No. 97.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 8, 1906. 

PERSO-TURKISH frontier dispute. 

His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabrecz tedegraphs as follows, the 7th instant:— 

I am informed, confidentially, by the Turkish Consul-General at Tabreez that 
he has received a report from his Vice-Consul at Urrai to the effect that a Turkish 
Lieutenant and soldiers have entered Dasht and enrolled a force of Kurds as irregular 
cavalry. They are said to number 700.” 


[J2258] 


No. 29. 


India Office to Foreign Office .— [Received April 9.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 6th instant, relative to the Scistan plague riots. 

India Office, April 9, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 29. 

^tr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, April 6, 1906. 

PLAGUE in Seistan. Your telegi-am dated the 4th April. Except that services 
of our men should not be oft'erefl to Persian Government, 1 approve your proposals. 
Statement that force is required for defence of Consulate should be advanced to meet 
objections by Persian Government. I assume that your officers and men will in no 
case be concerned in forcing upon population sanitary or preventive measures which 
are contrary to the prejiidices and enstoms, religions or other, of the people. 


* \o. 17. 

(1C,17] 
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[12324] No. SO. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Erlinard Grey.—{Received April 9.) 

(:so. 9S.) 

01'clei>raphic.) P. Tehran, April 9, 1906. 

D’ARCY Concession and Bakhtiaris. 

According to a statement made both to mo and tiie Persian Government by the 
Slmja-es-Snltari, the land which is being worked at Marmaten by the Syndicate is his 
personal property, lie claims a share in the profits. The Shuja-es-Sultan is a 
brother of the Shahab-cs-Sultaneh, one of the Clujjfs who signed the Agreement, and 
who is now in 'lehran. 

i was asked by the Shuja-es-Sultan and the Persian Government to suggest that, 
pending the settlement of the dispute, the second of the annual instalments of 2,000Z. 
duo by the Syndicate be held up. I replied that this coarse would involve breaking 
tli(‘ Agreement, and tliat tin; Company would, tliorcfore, probably decline to adopt it. 
A])par(‘ntly the two Signatories now in Tehran think that the matter can be settled 
between the Bakhtiaris themselves. 

The present paramount Chief is expected shortly, and I have arranged that, on 
his arrival, a meeting will be hold to discuss the oil and road questions, which I hope 
may then be d(!finitely settled. 

Yesterday the Chiefs agreed to pay immediately the outstanding claims for 
robberi('s. 


[12456J No. .‘31. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edvutrd Grey.—{Received April 9.) 

(No. 99.) 

fl’eh'graphic.) P. Tehran, April 9, 1906. 

GOVEllNMEN'r loan made through Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Persian Government have made a payment of interest. Only 5,600/. has been 
paid out of the 23,270/. 7.s'. diu', but 1 am informed by the Manager of the Bank that 
tho Persian Government have promised further instalments, and arc showing a 
(Us{)osition to pay. 



[12258J No. 32. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 58.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Foreign Office, April 9, 1906. 

'i GlJ should ask Viceroy to repeat to you his telegram of tho 4th instant, and our 
reply of the 6th instant, if he has not already done so. 


[123501 No. 33. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received April 10.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 29th March, relative to riots in Seistan. 

Ind'.a Office, April 9, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) F. March 29, 1906. 

RIOTING in Seistan. 

Flease let me know what information you have on this subject. See telegram 
No. 82, dated tlu' 28th March, from llis ^lajesty’s ^Minister at Tehran. 


m 
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[12401] No. 34. 

Mr. E. Grant Duif to Sir Edward, Grey .— {Received April 10.) 

(No. 100.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 10, 1906. 

PROPOSED Indo-Persian Parcel Post Convention. 

The proposal put forward in Lord Lansdowne’s despatch No. 86 of the 17th luu(', 
1906, is not refused by Persian Government, but they hope that, if they accept it, the 
Indian post-ofi&ces will, on their side, allow letters addressed to India by Persians in 
south to be stamped with Persian stamps. They represent that loss is caused to the 
Persian Exchequer by insisting on the use of Indian stamps for such correspondence. 


[12670] No. 35. 

Mr. E. Grant Diff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 13.) 

(No. 102.) 

(Telegrapliic.) P. 7'ehran, April 13, 1906. 

SEIS'f AN Water Award. 

My despatch No. 89 of 29th March, and Sir A. llardiuge’s despatch No. 156 of 
the 10th November, 1902. 

Mushir-ed-Dovdeh writes, in reply to my note of the 8th March, that in his note 
of tho 9th November, 1902, the Arbitration Commission find final reference to decision 
of Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs were only accepted by tho Persian Govern¬ 
ment on condition that the award of the Commission or decision of Secretary of State 
should be in agreement with the Goldsmid Award. 

Yarain-i-Nizam, who was the Persian Representative Avith the Commission, is now 
in Tehran, and I have asked the AIushir-ed-Dowleh, in view of the obscurity of the 
Persian note of the 22nd February, to allow him to communicate to me in concise 
form the objections of the Persian Government to the award. 


[12767] No. 3(5. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 14.) 

(No. 103.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 14, 190G. 

ms Majesty’s Consul in Seistan telegraphs as follows :— 

“ It seems that no orders to make arrests have so far been received by the Deputy 
Governor. Unless he is strongly pressed In* will certainly not move in the matter, for, 
as I have previously reported, it is practically cerhiin that he and the Mustaufi arc at 
the bottom of the whole agitation, lie is now living 4 miles outside the city, and 
communication Avith him is rendered almost impossible by floods. I Avould therefori' 
•suggest that ordf'rs be sent to him to return to the city at once and remain there until 
the business is settled. I have no time to go and see him, and he declines to come and 
see 7ne. Notbiiiii Avill conduce to a spis'dior si'ttlenu'nt than to oblige him to remain 
in the city uiVil it is (dVeeted, for In* is in gri'at huTor of the plague.” 

I have sent the following reply, which I repeated to Foreign Office, India, and 
Meshed:— 

“ Your telegram No. 101. 

” In die opinion of llis Majesty’s Government it Avould be premature to demand 
thti punishment of the ringleaders and compensation for damage before things are 
again in a normal condition, and there is no further danger of rioting. I am mean- 
Avhile asking once more for tho telegraph extension, and have imprcs.sed on the Persian 
Government the gravity of the situation, and informed them that they Avill he held 
responsible for it. 

“ I have moreover asked them to order the Governor to return to tho city.” 










1^0 
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[12768J No 37. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Echvard Grey.—{Received April 15.) 

{Xo. 106.) 

('I'elegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 15, 1906. 

1 IIS Majesty’s Consul in Seistan telegraphs as follows :— 

“ There have been no further disturbances here, hut the situation continues most 
unsatisfactory. Our traders are subjected to petty annoyances, and there are no 
officials left with whom 1 can transact business. There is no security, and the 
British trader and Customs Mirza, accused of gi'ving religious abuse, as 
reported in my telegram of the 29th March, are unable to leave the Consulate and 
Customs premises respectively, owin^ to fear of assault. Meanwhile constant 
communications pass between the Russians and the ringleaders, and the Russians, as 
far as I can gatlior, are endeavouring to incite the ringleaders to further disturbances. 
Some excitement has also l)eeu caused by news of the riot at Meshed, which has 
readied the people. 

“ 1 venture to think that either our troops should march straight to Nasratabad 
and n'ston; order, or that an ultimatum should l)e given to the Persian Government, 
stating tliat unless our demands for punishment of ringleaders are complied witli 
within a fixed time, which should be a short one, the troops will be marched in ; 
seventeen days have already passed since the occurrence of the riot. 

“ (Addressed Tehran, and repeated to India and Meshed.)” 

'i'h(' Di'puty-Oovernor has been ordered by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh by telegraph 
to return to Nasrataliad. Mushir-ed-Dowleh states that the town must bo restored to 
its normal condition before the Persian Government can punish the ringleaders. 
Nearly three wi'cks have now elapsed since the riot, and 1 would therefore suggest 
that if the Persian Govcriinicnt have taken no steps in a week from to-day I should 
be autliorized to inform them tliat British troops will be sent to protect the Consulate, 
unless adequate steps are taken for the punishment of the ringleaders. 

1 would venture to remind you that during the last year and a-half no fewer than 
four British officers have now hecn attacki'd. None of the assailants have as yet been 
jnmished by the Persian Government, and this state of affairs is having a most 
de))lorable effect on our prestige. 


[13016J No. 38. 

Majoi Co.v to Sir Edward Grey.—{lirccived April 17.) 

(No. 2. (’ommi'i'ciiil.) 

81r, Bushire, March 18, 1900. 

1 llAVP the honour to forward, for your iiiformatiou. a Coufideutial note dated 
the 1st instant drawn up by Vice-Consul Richards, in which he discusses the aspects 
and prospects of the seaborne trade between Russia and the Persian Gulf, as at present 
indicatc'cl by the operations of the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company’s 
direct steamers from Odessa. 

'Phe nature ami sourees of Mr. Richards’ information make it undesirable that 
his note should form part of a publisheil Trade Report, I therefore submit it 
iudepomU'utly. 

'Phe British shipping Companies whieli come within the purview of the Vice- 
Consul’s allusions, nanady :— 

1. 1’lie British India Steam Xavigaliou Company; 

2. The Arabian and Persian Steam Navigation Company, 

3. ilessrs. Bucknall Brothers ; 

1. 'Phe \Ve^t Hartlepool Company, 

ari'. It is to be ho[)ed, alive to their own interests, and maintain such a vigilant watch 
upon the operations of their heavily sidtsidized Rus^ian rival as will enable them to 
know at onec' when it" aititlcial competition seriously affects their own interests and 
('arniug", 1 therelore lle^itate to be too prodigal with good advice. I am, however. 


by no means alone in holding the opinion that the practically unopjiosed predominance 
which British lines have so long enjoyed in the control of the carrying trade to IMuscat 
and the Persian Gulf ports, has made them prone to a somewhat rigid and intolerant 
line of policy towards local traders, which it will surely be necessary for them to 
modify before long if they are to continue to keep out foreign competition as success- 
fidly as they have in the past, especially State-aided competition like that represented 
by the Odessa Line. 

i\Ir. Richards has been at pains to study the question, and I venture to recommend 
that, if you sec no objection, his conclusions may he communicated confidentially to the 
T.ondon agents of the Companies mentioned. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Z. COX. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 38. 

Report on the Direct Trane from Russia with Bushire and Bunder Ahbas, during the 

Years 1901-1905, hy the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company s Direct 

Steamers from Odessa. 

IT will be seen from statements attached that the total imports into Bushire 
and Bunder Abbas during the year 1905, show an increase of 1,261 packages over that 
of 1904. 

When this is taken with the following facts— 

(«.) That nearly three-quarters of the cargo brought forward in 1905 was during 
the first six months of the year ; 

(h.) The disturbed state of Russia generally, and Odessa in particular ; 

It is apparent that this trade with Russia, through direct steamers, is making a steady 
advance. 

2. Besides the inroads the Russians are making in the trade of cotton piece-goods 
and prints in the south of Persia, there is the other danger to be feared of their seriously 
affecting the British steam-ship Companies by capturing part of their trade, which, if 
they do, the British steam-ship owmers have only themselves to blame. 

3. At present, owing to a combination or ring of the Companies running direct 
steamers from the United Kingdom to the Persian Gulf, and what is particularly a 
monopoly of the Indian trade held by the British Indian Steam Navigation Company, 
together Avith their arbitrary and harsh rules, &c., the merchants of the Gulf are very 
discontented and avouIcI avcIcoiuo any steam-ship Company, Avhether Russian, German, 
or Krcnch avIio Avould release them from Avhat they consider the harsh clutches of 
a combination and monopoly. 

4. Directly Russia, and Odessa in particular, have recovered their normal state, 
and this Steam-ship and 'i’rading Company, Avhich is strongly backed by the Russian 
Government, can concentrate its energies to its advancement, an attack on the carrying 
trade to the GuK can be looked for, and it is on the transhipment cargo from Port 
Said and Suez Avhere it is likely to be first felt, the present treatment of Avhich is most 
obnoxious to the merchants. 

5. Seeing that the trade from the continent to the Persian Gulf is 20 per cent, of 
the total and that to Bussorah must be also about the same proportion, if not bigger, 
owing to the great quantity of cargo Avhich is sent I'orAvard B'om there to Asia iMiuoi- 
and Persia, it can be easily scon that the combination, and British India Steam 
Navigation Company especially, can be very seriously hit, sliould the Directors of the 
Russian Steam Navigation Company and 'hrading C’ompany, or any other C’ompany, lay 
themselves open to capture this trade route. 

G. It is greatly to be regretted that the British steam-ship Companies trading with 
the GuK, do not take moj'e notice of complaints made to them, either direct or through 
other sources, instead of adhering so steadfastly to the clauses on their bills of lading, 
Avhich purport to free themselves from all responsibilities Avhatsoever, regardless of 
Avhat they might or might not do with the cargo they carry. 

7. Whether all these clauses on the bills of lading are legal or not remains 
nnproveil, as the poor merchant fears to set the law' in motion against such a strong 
combination and Company, prefering to grin and bear his present treatment to risking 
being run into heaA’y legal expenses, even should he win the case, but he Avould Avclcome 
llu' adA'cnt of another Companv to free him from his pre.sent position, and, therefore, 
[lGl7j ' G 









should the Directors of the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company seriously 
set themselves to capture this trade route, they will find the way well prepared for an 
easy victory. 

8. With the ca])turing of this trade route the imports from other countries, to the 
dctriim iit of English gcjods, can be expected to show an increase. 

0. The combination and monojjoly by their behaviour not only jeopardize their 
own position but the trade' of the Culf, and Persia generally, with the United 
Kingdom. 

10. The effect combinations have on the trade with the United Kingdom is clearly 
shown by the disastrous result of the combination of the lines running steamers from 
the United Kingdom to South Africa, where; the English manufactured goods are now 
h(;ing ousted to the advantage of American, altliough they have to be carried some 
1,000 miles further, and no doubt it will be the same in the Persian Gulf should the 
Unssians get a firm hold of the carrying trade. 

11. .At pres('nt tin' Russian merchant in the south of Persia is greatly bandicap])ed 
against liis Pritish confrere, inasmuch that he has to learn the trade of the country, 
wh(;reas the other man has already learnt it. 

12. The trade of Persia being purely a trade of credit, and credit in every 
conceivable manner, the trader who has been longer in the country has naturally 
learnt his man the men he can trust, and, what is more to the j)oint, those he cannot; 
this the Russian mc'rchant has to learn, and falls an easy prey not only to the scoundrel 
who goes to him with a lixed intention of obtaining goods for which he will never pay, 
but also to the oi’dinary nu'rchant, who is to all intents and purposes a tmstworthy 
man, but who will never ndss an opportunity to take advantage of the ignorance and 
gidlibility of a foreign merchant new to the trade of the country. 

13. The Russian is prejaired and does give credit and facilities always on better 
terms than thi' English merchant, and is satisfied with smaller profits, therefore he 
ought to draw the bettor class of man, but at present he himself is not trusted by the 
natives as is the Englishman, th(;r('fore as y('t in the south of Persia, as far as I can 
ascertain, the only people who wall deal with him are those of decitledly shady 
character who can command very little, if any, credit elsewhere. 


Iniporfs nito Busliire. 

Colton (iiid Piecc-yoods. —Those in the statements attached should be taken 
together, as, although they are entered separately in the documents which I have 
been al)l(' to porusc', they are, 1 have learnt from other sources, one and the same 
thing, d'hese have lu'arly all been sent up-country, principally to Shiraz, but a few 
went, on to Isjiahan. 

It is in this artii'le of cotton ])riiits that the Russians can challenge with th<' l)est 
rh,ine('of snce('^s llu' English inaniifaetiirer, and their success, more especially in the 
north of Persia, is, 1 learn from agents t)f leading houses, doing serio\is damage. 

'Phey appear to have studied the Eaiglish prints which are put on the LVr&ian 
market to the smallest iletail, and 1 havt' been showm prints manufactured in Russia 
tire exai't copy and colour of “registered patterns ” of an English manufacturer, the 
only dilTorence being that it is printt'd on better, or rather thicker, shirting, bearing a 
higher or more glossy finish. 

This, 1 undc'rstand, although it makes thi' article slightl}’ dearer, does, in certain 
parts of the country, make it preferable to the English article, especially in the north 
or cooler climates, but so far as tin' south of Pi'rsia is concerned it has had rather a 
detering ellecf on the selling than otherwise. 

Another advt'rse eh'inent in the south of Persia at ])resent is the Rus.sian measure¬ 
ments not b('ing understood by tlu' Pt'rsiau merchants, i.e., tlu' Arshan ecpuvalent to 
28 inelu's and tlu' width of Russian i-loth of 22-25 inches, as against 25-28 inches of 
Vaiglish cloths. I'lu'v only know tlu'— 

1 Vr.viiui Ziu- . . ,. , .. .. = r> iiu'lu'.',. 

French meti'i* . .. , . = oiH „ 

Fugli-li y.ird .. . ,. . = Sn* ,, 

but this dilliculty wdl be very soon overcome. 

Some 1,37 l);dcs which were brought by Al. Alexandre Ik Terlelsky, agent lor 
Messrs. Carl Sclu'iblcr ami Co., for a big firm in Piimhirc and I’ehbahan, were refusi'd 
on this account. 
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These have since been sold by AI. E. Terletsky at reduced prices to get rid 
of them. 

Samples (A) are of prints which are doing so much damage to the British goods, 
and have been brought by agent for Messrs. Carl Scheibler and Co. 

Sample (A 1) is of Russian manufacture with Russian width, which the indentnr 
bought at 70 cents per English yard. 

Sample (A 2) is of English manufacture which, although on coarser cloth but biggi'r 
width, cannot now fetch 70 cents, which was hitherto its price, ddie other samples arc 
of a class which is not dealt with by British merchants out here. 

The samples (B) inclosed are what is known in the tratle as “fancy goods, they 
have also been brought forward for sale by M. Alexandre E. Terletsky, agent for 
Messrs. Carl Scheibler and Co., and are part of the orders before referred to which 
were taken up by the indentors. 

ddiis class of goods is not imported by British houses, uidess specially ordered, as 
there is very little demand for it in the South—the British merchant preferring not to 
speculate, as his Russian coidVeix* ■will, on the olV chancc' of working up a demand, but 
I am lead to understand that tlu* same class and quality of article could be placed on 
the market, British manufactured, at cheaper ratci*. 

The indentors regret their order, and do not expect to realise any profit. 

The measurements on all these samples are work('d out into English yard and 
Persian coinage. 

Ten .— Alessrs. ZenzinolT Ik-eres imported tea from Russia in |-lb. lead-lined 
packets, also in large tin boxes. It very much resend)les Indian tea in aU respects, 
but the prict' is very much higher than the ordinary Indian teas, and is therefore 
unsaleable. 'Phe native who can afford it prefers the white China tea, while the poorer 
classes prefer the cheaper Batavia and Indian. The dearer Imlian and Batavia teas 
have no sale in Persia. 

It is reportlal that the representative of Jlessrs. Zenzinoff has stated that the con¬ 
signment of tea sent to them has proved a complete failure, and they have only been 
able to sell a few packets of' it here tind theix', and the rest they have sent to Shiraz (or 
.sale there, if ])ossible. 

Sugar. —The sugars which have been brought forward from Russia—both loaf and 
soft—are not liked by the native, and are of very inferior quality, especially the soft; 
and Messrs. Carl, Scheibler and Co. are experii'iicing great difiicidty in getting it off 
their hands, being still further handicapped with the fact that a large quantity of it 
arrived sweat and water damaged. 


Export Jroiii Busliire. 

'Pile Russian ini'i’chaiit in Pcr'.ia obtains his [a-odnee for c.\[)ort, [irincipally cotton 
in the .-nouth, by advances ihi'y make regularly to I'lilt ivator> and pro])i'icturs of lands, 
the Ru'.'sian (lovcnmicnl cxli'iiding full '.ii])[>ort towards all such venturi's, thus 
I'licouraging these (‘ntcr]uUcs. 

'Phis is cxi'iiiplilicd in the colton business established by Messrs. Prokhorroll, who 
have .sent an agent to Surnn'h, somr lour iiiilo^ Irom Abadi'h, \vho enters into various 
contracts with the cultivators, making advances through tlu' intermediary ot the local 
authorities there, with whosi'support everything works smoothly. Should tlu; cultivator 
or proprietor fail to eom])lete his eoutraet he is forced by the loctd authorities, who in 
turn is forced through the (ientral Government in 'Peheran l)y thi' Russian Legation. 

So far only cotton has be‘'n dealt with in the south. 

Tobacco .— 'Phis tobacco ship])i'd by the Russian Steam Navigation and 'Pi'ading 
Compuiy' belongs to the Societe de 'Pomliae, whose agent in Bushire is M. Gorsky, tho 
agent of the Russian Steam .Navigation and 'Prading Company. 

The Company has a contract that theSocnoty ■will ship some 20,000 or 30,000 bagSi 
by their steamer evi'iy year from Mohammerah, Bushire, Ijingah, and Buiuler Abbas at 
a freight of equalling G.s'. per double bag as against JOx. which they have to pay to 
British steamers when Russian steamers are not available. 

Al. Gorsky, being agent for the Societe de 'Pombae in Bushire, has tho passing 
through his hands of all the tobacc-o which leaves Bushire fur Bussorah, Bagdad, 
'Purkey, Asia Minor, Red Sea, and all 'Purki-h jiorts that amounts to about 40,001) or 
<)()() bags a year, if not more. 

Exports from 1 hinder Abbu', iinoblain.dile. 
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'J'he firm of Messrs. Zenziuoff and Company started business in Busbire about two 
years ag(j. 

lliey have opened a shop which is stocked with samples of all kinds of glassware, 
crockery, boots, shoes, lamps, and sundries wliich have been brought out in the hopes 
of obtaining orders, Imt so far this has not been a success, and I understand they 
arci aiucious to give this business up and confine themselves to sugar and paraflln, both 
of which they have brought forward in fairly large quantities, but it is onty with the 
latter they have met with any success. 

(Signed) PL A. RICHARDS, 

His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul. 

Bushire, March 1, 1006. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 38. 

Total Imports brought forward to Bushire and Bunder Abbas during the years 1904 
and 1905 by the Russian Steam Navigation Company. 




1904. 

1905. 

Increase. 

Decreas^, ^ , 

.>f 

Cotton goods ,. 


From Odessa 

Bales 


487 

516 

29 


Piece-goods .. 



» 


476 

1,119 

643 


Sugar, loaf 



Case- 


1,841 

4,283 

2,442 

' * )' 

„ soft 



Bags 


11,148 

14,578 

3,430 


Petroleum 



Cases 


28,370 

23,000 

, . 

5,37(^' ; 

Tea .. 





2 

91 

89 


Lamps 



•» 


26 

16 


GlasMv.ire 





12 

54 

42 

• > 

Crockery 





335 

327 



Beer and spirits 





31 

50 

19 


Cement 



Casks 



50 

50 

..''""' 

Miuend water.. 



Cases 



65 

65 


PI inks .. 



Pieces 


320 

20 


300 

S muivavs 



Cases 


7 

15 

8 


^Vire .. 



Bundles 


42 

42 

, . 


Sundricb 


From other ports 

Packiigcs 


120 

350 

230 




! M 


136 

38 


98 

Total 

•• 

.. 



i 43,353 

1 

44,614 

7,047 

5,786 


Imports brought forward to Bushire by the Russian Steam Navigation Company 
during the years 1904 and 1905. 




1904. 

1905. 

Increase. 

■■ 

('oitou goods .. 


From (Idessa 

Bales 

393 

471 

78 1 


I’iece-goods 


n 


258 

584 

320 


Sugar, loaf 



Cases 

1,614 



1,614 

,. soft 



Bags.. 

9,748 

10,666 

918 


Pell oleum 



Casi s 

20,370 

23,000 


3,370 

Tci .. 



)< 


13 

id 


I.amps 



1' • • 

4 

1 


3 

Glassware 


tf 



54 

54 


Ciockery 


V 


307 

304 



Ik^ r and spirits 


») 

X 

31 

50 

[l9! !' 

lit i 1’/, » 

Mineral water.. 



*» 


65 

65 


Planks 



Pieces 

320 

20 


300 

Samo\ ars 




3 

15 

i2 


Wire 



Bimdlos 


42 

42 


Sundries .. 



Packages 

120 

304 

184 

, 



From other poils 

>1 

6 

38 

32 


Total 


.. 


39,174 

35,027 

1,743 

5,290 


Decruiisu, Packages—3,547. 


[ 1617 ] 
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Imports brouglit forward to Bmider Abbas by the Russian Steam Navigation Company 

during the years 1904 and 1905. 




1904. 

1905. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Cotton goods 


., From Odessa 

Bales 

94 

45 


49 

Piece-goods 


• • IT 

,, 

218 

535 

'317 


Sugar, loaf 


• • 

Cases 

227 

4,283 

4,056 

. * 

„ soft 


• • 

Hags 

28 

23 


5 

Petroleum 



fuses 

2,000 



2,000 

Tea .. 




2 

"78 

*76 


Lamps 


• • »» 


22 

15 

. • 

7 

Glassware 




12 



12. 

Cl oakery 


« • J? 


25 

23 


5 

Cement 



Casks 


50 

50 


Samovars 



Oases 

4 



4 

Wire 



Bundles 

42 



42 

Sundries 


• • n 

Packages 


46 

46 

. . 



.. From other ports 

)) • • 

130 



130 


Total 

. 


4,179 

8,987 

7,057 

2,249 


Increase, Packages—4,808. 


Statement respecting Goods exported from Bushire by the Russian Steam Navigation 
Company during the years 1904 and 1905. 




1904. 

1905. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Cotlnn 

.. .. To (Idessa 

Bales 


10,365 

3,160 


7,205 

Almonds 


Bags.. 



17 

17 


Tohaceo 

.. To Mediterranean ports 



31,527 

33,203 

1,676 


Gum 

• • M U 

Carboys 


510 

317 

, . 

193 

Bose water 



360 

369 

9 


Carpets 

• • 1» 

Bundles 


940 

225 



Rice.. 

• • 11 11 

Bags 


576 




Sundries 

• • 11 11 

I’aekages 


125 

12 

•• 



Total 



11,403 

37,303 

1,702 

8,802 


'lotal Deerciise, Packages—7,100. 


Statement respecting Steamers belonging to the Russian Steam Navigation Company 
which arrived in Bushire during 1904 and 1905. 


Name. 

Date of .A'rival 
j from Odessa. 

Dale of Dcpaiture 
froii Odessa. 

Net 

Tonnage. 

Jupiter .. 

1904. 

March 4.. .. j 

Marcii 20 

2,138 

T'roinor.. 

May 16 .. 

J line 3 .. 

1,098 

Ro^toll .. 

Septeinlier 8 

1 September 15 

1,098 

' No\iiul)er 17 

1 Deeeiiiber 7 

970 

Diana .. 

1905 

1 March 11 

-Aliril 3 . . 

2,400 

Bustolf .. 

|Mavl7.. 

June 3 ,. 

1 970 

Trouvor.. 

' Scj)teiiil)er 27 

Oetolier 15 

1,098 

Vesta 

Ni vemt'cr 14 

Novtmbei 28 

, 1,067 
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No. 38^^ 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received April 17.) 

^No. 68 ) Tehran, March 21, 1906. 

I HAD the honour to receive your despatch No. 28 of the 20th ultimo regarding 
certain complaints made against me by the Persian Government.- 

In former communications to you I have answered, I trust to your satisfaction, 
that portion of the Persian Minister’s Memorandum which relates to a conversation 
which I had with the Grand Vizier early in January last on the subject of the state 

of Pars. . . 

The second complaint (that relating to the case of the Legation beraidar) appears 
to me even more unjustifiable than the first, and I think it desirable to send you the 
whole correspondence which passed between His Majesty’s Legation and the Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh in regard to the matter. It will be, of course, for you to judge whether any of 
my communications can be described as “ most acrimonious. 

In my despatch No. 40 of the 23rd ultimo I had tlie honour to report on the circum¬ 
stances which led me to dispense with the services of the Seraidar of His Majesty’s 
Legation. In my note to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh of the 6th December last you will see 
that, after stating the charges I made against the Seraidar, I asked for his arrest 
pending an inquiry into the case before the proper authorities. 

On the 19th December, Air. Graham, hearing on excellent authority that the 
Seraidar intended to sell his house and bolt, requested the Aleftah-es-Saltaneh, head of 
the British section at the Persian Foreign Office, to take steps to prevent this. No steps 
whatever were taken by the Persian authorities to detain the Seraidar, who continued to 
use every cll’ort to sell his house, and went so far as to incite one of his companions to 
assault the Undcr-Seraidar of His Alajesty’s Legation, who was one of the witnesses 

against him. . . . . , t • 

Li these circumstances 1 ordered him to l)c detained in His Alajesty’s Legation, and 
so informed the Alushir-ed-lJowlch, at the same time stating that, if desired, he should 
be handed over to the Persian police. Subsequently, the Meftah-es-Saltaneh came to 
the Legation, and, on his promising to prevent the escape of Issa Khan, T handed the 
latter over to him. 

I have already reported the result of the inquiry into the case. As one of the 
principal witnesses against Tssa Khan was certainly, and the two Persian .fudges 
probaWy, bribed, I consider that groat credit is due to Air. Graham for his conduct of 
the ease, the more so that every dilliculty was placed in his way by the Persian 
authorities. 

f would draw your particular attention to the Mushir-od-Dowlch’s letter to me 
of the 27th January last, in which he incloses a communication from the Seraidar 
stating that Air. Graham used violence to obtain possession of his accounts, and 
implying that Air. Graham would alter these accounts to the advantage of His Alajesty’s 
Ijegation. I could not allow this to pass without protest, and in my note of the 
29th .lanuary I expressed my regret that the AIushir-od-Dowleh should havii thought fit 
to allow a discharged servant to make such allegations, or should have permitted 
such a document to be forwarded to me. 

On the next occasicjn on whicli 1 saw the AIushir-ed-Dowleh I drew his Excellency’s 
attention to tlie very unusual tone of his communication. Ho admitted that Issa Khan’s 
petition should not have been sent to mo, and olfered to withdraw it. I replied that I 
would agree to this, provided that my reply was also returned, ilis Excellency has 
never returned it, and as he has thought fit to complain, I have the honour to forward 
it with the otlicr i^apers. 

The whole case is a good example of the methods of the I^ersian Foreign Office, 
and of the growing impossibility of ol)tainiiig justice in this country. It is hardly 
necessary to say that, although the Persian Government has undertaken to compel the 
Seraiilar to disgorge 70/. of the money stolen from His Alajesty’s Government, ho has 
received no punishment whatever, and I gather from the AIushir-ed-Dowleh that his 
offence is not punishable under any law in force in Persia. 

As his Excellency has just been compelled to hand over nearly 10,000/. of his 
own ill-gotten gains, ho perhaps felt some shame in bringing pressure to bear on 
Issa Khan. 

I llclVG &C, 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


[Inclosures not printed.] 
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No. 39. 



Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edioard Grey.— 

-{Received April 17.) 

(No. 72.) 
Sir, 


Tehran, March 25, 1906. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit to you copies of correspondence between His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire and niysell, regarding the question whether 
Persian subjects and Bahreinis, Koweitis, &c., in the employ of British subjects resident 
in Persia are entitled to the good offices of British Consular officers in this country. 

As the question is rather a difficult one, I would inquire whether you approve the 
view I have taken in my instructions to Major Cox. 

I llclV6 &C. 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 39. 

Major Cox to Mr. E. Grant Duif. 

(No. 4.) 

Sir, Bushire, January 13, 1906. 

IN liis despatch No. 45 of the 30tli April, 1903, my predecessor had the honour to 
address His IMajesty’s Minister regarding the refusal of the local authorities to recognize 
the title of Persians in the emploj’ of foreigners in Persia to the good offices of the 
latter’s Consular representatives. 

I note from my record that in this office letter No. 132 of the 14th December, 1903, 
his Excellency Avas reminded of the reference, but I cannot trace the receipt of any 
reply. 

As the question has risen again, I am constrained to trouble you further in the 
matter, and have the honour to express the hope that I may be informed of your views 
of the position at an early date. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Z. COX. 


- Inclosure 2 in No. 39. 

Mr. E. Grant Duif' to Major Cox. 

(No. 13.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 7, 1900. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 4 of the 13th January last, regarding the 
refusal of the local authorities of Bushire lo n'cognizo the title of Persians in the employ 
of foreigners in Persia to the good offices of the latter’s C’onsular representatives. 

Article XIl of the Treaty between Great Britain and Persia of 1857 contains the 
following clause : 

“Saving the provisions in the latter part of the preceding Article, the British 
Government will renounct' the riglit of protecting hereafter any Persian subject not 
actually in the employment of the British Mission or of British Consuls-Gcncral, 
(’onsids, A^ice-Cousuls, or Consular Agents, provided that no such riglit is accorded to 
or exercised by any other foreign Powers.’’ 

Cases have undoubtedly arisen in recent years in wliich the Russian Legation has 
protected Persian subjects not in the employ of the persons mentioned in Article XII. 
In these circumstances it appears to mo that in eases of gross oppression by the local 
authorities it is legitimate for you or any other British Consular officer to intervene 
to protect Persians in the employ of British subjects. I should, hoAvever, recommend 
you only to intervene in extreme cases, and never where there is a reasonable 
probability that the Persian subject eoneerned has committed an offence punishable 
by Mahommedan law. 

I recently gave protection to the Majid-cs-Saltaneh, who was for six months in 
“ hast ’’ at the British Cousidate-General at Tabreez, and on the refusal of the Shah’s 
Government to permit him to leave Persia, 1 instructed ^Ir. AVrati'^law to appoint him 
his Mirza. He was suhseciuently allowed to leave the country. 


..tJ 









As riigards subjects of the Sultan of Muscat—Bahreinis, Koweitis, &c.—in British 
employment in Persia, I think it is yonr duty to protect them, and I request you to 
report to me any cases in which the local authorities decline to accept your repre¬ 
sentations on behalf of such persons. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 39. 

Major Cox to Mr, E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 15.) En rjriir. Bushire. January 28, 1906. 

WHEN replying to my letter No. 4 of the 13th January, please also include your 
views in the case of subjects of the Sultan of Muscat, or other independent Mahommedan 
Ruler, employed by British subjects in Persia, whether official or private. 


[129321 No. 10. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edirard Grey —(Deceived April 17.) 

(No. 73.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 25, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 71 of flic 23rd instant, I have the honour 
to forward lu'rewith corresponclence la'garding an incident which took place at Shiraz 
while tlie harem of the Shoa-es-Sultanch Averc leaving that town escorted by the 
ldjlal-ed-l)oAvlch. 

'Pho facts, as far as they are in ray possession, appear to be the following :— 

Ilia Majesty’s Consul, Mr Grahainc, and the sowars of his escort Averc practising 
ten!-pegging on a piece of land 52 yards wide, adjoining the public road. A group of 
Persians and sowars Avcrc looking on. The Tdjlai-cd-Dowleh, riding several hundred 
yards ahead of the Prince’s household, crossed to the far side of the ground, and, 
hraiidishing a stick, proceeded to threaten the spectators, including some of 
klr. Grahame’s escort. Ilis .Majesty’s Consul then rode up to the Idjlal, and an 
angry altercation ensued. Suhscquently, the head of the Shoa-es-Sultanch’s Chancery 
called on Mr. Grahame. and ('xplained tliat the Tdjlal-ed-DowlcTi had not intended to 
threaten the soAvars. Mr. Grahame then Avrote accepting this explanation, and 
AvithdraAving any expressions Avhich might have caused otTence to the Idjlal-ed- 
DoAvleh. 

Gu receiving the Mushir-ed-DoAvlch’s message, through the Meftah-es-Sultauch, 

1 at once ask('d Mr. Grahame for a Report, and communicated the substance of it to 
his Lxcellency. On the recei])t of an official note from the Persian Government on 
the ISth instant, I rejdied that 1 had asked Mr. Grahame for a more detailed report, 
and also sent a private message to Mushir-ed-DoAvleh to say that, if his Excellency 
thought lit to press the case, I should be obliged to raise the question of the 
threatening of our soAvars. In answer, his Excellency sent the Meftah-es-Sultaneh to 
say that the Shah had orderi'd that the case should bo dropped. I Av^as therefore 
suri)risod to receive your telegram No. 44 of the 22nd instant instructing me to 
re])ort on the case. I saAv the l\lushir-ed-DoAvleh the same day, and learned that 
your tclegrara had crossed instructions to the Prince Ala-e.s-Sultaneh not to press the 
matter. 

4’he Tdjlal-ed-DoAvleh is a relative of the Shoa-es-Sultaneh, and is considered a 
ruffian even by other members of the Kajar tribe. He Avas concerned, in 1904, in a 
brutal assaiilt on the signaller of the Indo-European Tedegraph Department at 
Borasjun. As ]\lr. Grahame has been trying for over a year to bring him to book for 
the assault, and has also greatly assisted me in turning the Shoa-cs-Sultaueh out of 
the Governor-Generalship of Ears, 1 luive no doubt that the opportunity of doing His 
Majesty’s Consul a bad turn Avas considered too good to be lost. I desire to draw 
your ])articular ath'ution to tlu' ]\lushir-ed-Dowleh’s confession, made in the presence 
of Abbas Kuli Khan, that the com])laints made against Mr. Grahame and myself in 
London emanate from the Shoa-es-Sultaneh, and are pnneipally designed to cause 
dilficulties betAAccji his Excellency and Ilis Majesty’s Legation. As the Mushir-ed- 
Douleh and tlu' 81ioa-es-Sullanch arc on terms of almost o])en enmity, there may be 
some truth in tiu' statement. It Avonld materially assist me in my very difficult AAmrk 
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here if the Persian Minister could be made tf) understand that unfounded personal 
complaints against His Majesty’s oflBcials in Persia are not vieAA’ed with satisfaction in 
London. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


In closure 1 in No. 40. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Mnshir-ed-Dowleh. 

March 15, 1906. 

l''HE Meftah-es-Sultaneh recently brought me a message from your Excellency, 
stating that a few days ago, Avhen the household of his Imperial Highness the Shoa-es- 
Sultaneh was leaving Shiraz, Mr. Grahame, His Majesty’s Consul at that toAvn, and his 
Indian escort obstructed their passage, and that Mr. Grahame was drilling his sowars 
in the ])ublic street. 

1 at once requested His Majesty’s Consul to furnish me Avith a Report, regarding 
the occurrence. T have noAV received it, and it is to the folloAving effect 

“ This complaint emanates from the Idjlal-ed-DoAAdeh, Avho Avas concerned in the 
attack on our signaller at Borasjun. Last Sunday the Idjlal, riding several hundred 
yards ahead of the Prince’s household, crossed to the far side of the avenue, over 
52 yards broad, Avhere 1 Avas tent-pegging with my soAvars, in presence of some Persian 
spectators. The Idjlal rode up. brandishing a stick, and proceedixl to break up the group, 
composed of my sowars and the Persians Avho Avere looking on. I rode up to the Idjlal 
and remonstrated Avith him for raising his slick against my men. He replied that he 
did so against the eroAvd, and not against ray men. I contradicted this, and bade him 
remember that he had no right to threaten my soAAurs. About two hours later Mirza 
Zaki Khan called and repeated the Idjlal’s explanation. I then Avrote accepting the 
latter. I need not .say that no attempt of any kind Avas made either by myself or by 
my sowars to obstruct the ])assage of the Prince’s household.” 

I trust that Mr. Graharae’s Report Avill s(^em as satisfactory to your Excellency 
as it appears to me. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 40. 

Mitshir-ed-Dondeli to Mr, E. Grant Duff 

Mn/Oi 18, 1906 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the rec(‘i|)t of your note of tlie 151 h instanl, 
respc'cting the misbehaviour of the British Consul at Sliiraz toAvards the harem of 
his Royal Highness the Slioa-es-Sultanch. Detailed reports have been received on 
the matter from Shiraz, and it appears that IMr. Grahame has not re])orled tlu' true 
facts. It is certain tliat the Indian soAvars were practising in the public road, 
surrounded by eroAvds and barring the passage of the Royal Family. I'hc Prince 
1 djlal-ed-DoAvleh proceeded in front to open a passage by dispersing the mob. Although 
the public road is not a proper place for j)ractising, and the Prince was only trying to 
open a passage for the carriage by dispersing the sightse(n’s a little, Mr. Grahame, the 
Consul, instead of shoAving tlie respect universally due to the Royal Family, came to 
tlie front, insulted the l^rince, and used imyiropcr langiiaae to him. 

It is obAUOus that you will nor admit so great an insult from Mr. Grahame to the 
Royal Ekamily, and you Avill instruct him to make adequate ayiology. You Avill also be 
good enough to inlbrm me of the result of the steps you may take in the matter, that 
it may be laid before the Throne. 


ilnclosure 3 in No. 40. 

Mr..E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Doudeh. 

March 19, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
ISth instant, regarding tin* alleged action of Mr. Grahame, His jMajesty’s Consul at 
8hiraz, in ohstructing tlie passag(‘ of tlu' Idjlal-ed-DoAvleh, wIkj was travelling A\i(h tlu* 
household of his imperial Highness the Sh'oa-es-Sultaneh. 
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In my note of the IStli instant [ informed your Excellency of the telegraphic 
report made by Mr. Grahame in regard to the matter. 

I have now requested His Majesty’s Consul to furnish mo with a more detailed 
Report, on the arrival of which I shall again have the honour of addressing your 
Excellency. 

Sinc(! writing the above I was informed by the Meftah-es-Sultaneh, in presence 
of Abbas Kuli Khan, that the Persian Government had decided not to press this case, 
t informed the Meftah that 1 was glad of this solution, and that it was hardly 
necessary to say that Mr. Grahame had neither offered any insult to his Imperial 
Highness the Shoa-es-Sultaneh’s household nor had even thought of barring their 
nassage out of Shiraz. 


[12933J No. 41. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—-[Received April 17.) 

(No. 74.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 27, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 67 of the 19th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copies of three letters from the Chief Manager of the Imperial Bank 
of Persia nigarding the run which recently took place on that institution. 

On the J‘lth ijistant a niecging of certain native bankers connected with Tabreez 
was h('l(l at the litissian Bank, with a view to concerted aelion against the note issue of 
the Imperial Bank. 

On the iollowing Monchay tlu' run l)cgan, Mr. Habino having meanwhile taken 
aflec|uate precautions to preserve order. 

'I'Ik' run lasi.ed till tlu' following Saturday, the bank being closed on the 22nd 
instant for the J-’ersian New Year and, as usual, on the Friday. 

During the four days of the run 2.54,700 tomans (d2,3007.) were draum from the 
hank, 1(11,7(H) tomans (27,.'HO/.) by the public and 90,01)0 tomans (15,000/.) by the 
Russian Hank. 

On the i9lh I called on Mr. Rabino to inquire whether I could be of any assistance, 
but he assured me that tlu're was no sort of danger and that the run would be a fiasco. 

d'lie Riirtsian Haidt deny complicity in this discreditable proceeding, but the state¬ 
ment is hard to reconcile with the meeting of native sarrafs hold on their premises, 
and with the presentations of notes in a noisy and ostentatious manner just at a moment 
when such action might be sujiposed to be inconvenient to our bank. As the Imperial 
Bank ot Persia is just now ri(di and the bazaar poor, M. Grube might have known that 
a |■un could not possibly be att('nded with success, and that Mr. Rabino was prepared 
to cash on deniand ('very note in circidation in Persia. 

It is therefore dillicult to understand what could have been the object of a 
mano'uv're which, if unsuccessful, could hardly fail to increase the local credit of the 
British Baid\. It is stated on fairly good authority that the Russian Ministry of Finance 
are not altoni'lher ^atistii'd with M. Grube’s recent management of their alTairs here. 
M. Gridu' told nu' coididcntially not long ago that he was soon leaving Persia, and had 
been olU'i'cd a post in tin' Russian State Bank and also a much more lucrative appoint¬ 
ment in Nobel's. 1 gatht'red that he was hesitating which position to accept, and that 
his decision would (h'pend on tlu' course of events in Russia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 41. 

Mr. Rabino to Mr. E. Grant Du^. 

Dear .Mr. Grant Dntl, VW//////, March 17, 1906. 

1 llK.Mi on guild .lutlioriiy tli.ii, .it .i niccting of ^arrafs, mostly Tabroezis, held at 
the Russian Bank on \\ cdin'.d.i\, it was di'cidcd to organize a run on tin' bank, to bo 
financ('d by mir competiioi 


I have taken the necessary steps to preserve order ; the money question is not of 
the slightest importance. 

(Private.) 

This undignified proceeding on the part of M. Grube only shows how incompetent 
he is for his post and how little he knows of the financial situation. To attack us at 
the present moment is to court disaster and confusion. 

I am letting the gossips of Tehran know that the Russian Bank has engineered a 
run on the bank for Monday, and that it may be worth seeing. 

The Atabeg at last promises to see me on Wednesday. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) J. RABINO. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 41. 

Mr. Rabino to Mr. E. Grant Diif. 

(Private.) 

Dear Mr. Grant Duff, Tehran, March 21, 1906. 

THE run (ju the bank has completely ceased, both here and at the bazaar, and I 
do not think it will recommence. The ringleaders are rather sorry for what they have 
done, and are anxiously denying having had a hand in this “ twopenny-halfpenny plot. 

T'he Banqne d’Escompte sent their Controller to protest of their innocence in the 
matter, but he coidd not deny that the sarrafs held a meeting last Wednesday at the 
office of the Banqne to concert measures ; nor could he deny that, when our central 
hall was filled by an excited crowd, five cashiers of the Banque came in, noisily 
demanding 80,000 tomans, and stating that they wanted the money immediately and 
would take it without counting. 

I do not at all go the length of saying, as most people do say, that the movement 
was financed by our competitor, but most certainly they showed an utter lack of judg¬ 
ment and dignity. As to the Persian authors of the scare, they will only bring 
confusion and loss on themselves. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) RABINO. 


[nclosure 3 in No. IT. 

Imperial Bank nt Persia to Mr. E. Giant Dntj. 

Sir, Tehran, March 26, 1906. 

ON Wednehda,^, the llili March, a meeting of certain sarrals, or native bankers, 
counected with Tai)reez was held at the Banque d’E^compte de Perse with a view to 
concerted action against the note issue of the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

Certain of tlu'se sarrafb waited sidjsequeutly upon the richest and most important 
merchant of the i)lace and assured him that the Banque d’Escompte had agrecnl to 
finance the movement by oi)euing a very large credit to each of the participants, 
in order to enable them to colh'ct notes and suddenly present them in large 
quantities. 

On Monday, as agreed upon, the run commenced, and a large crowd of i)eople 
came to the bank tlernanding payment of notes, which they had been informed could 
not be met and which native bankers refused. 

There was no disorder, as we had taken the precaution of erecting a strong barrier 
parallel to the counter to prevent our cashiers from being overwhelmed. 

The Banque d’Esconqhe makes it a rule to inform us by letter a day or two in 
advance of their intention to ])reb('nt any large amount of notes, in order that steps may 
be taken for counting the money a^ (luickly as ])o^bible. In this case no notice was 
given, and, at the moment when our ollices wej'(‘ Idled with an exeit(;d cnjwd, live 











33 


m 


32 


casliiois of tlio Ikiiqiio d’Rscomptc cainc in and domanded inmitnliato payment of 
800,000 krans, staling tJiat they would take the money without counting. 

The amounts paid out by us were :— 


Date. 

Public. 

ItaiKjue 

d’Escoinpte. 

Total. 


Kiaii.s. 

Krans. 

Krans. 

Monday, Marcli 11) 

.')40.000 

800,000 

1,340,000 

Tuesday, March 20 

150,000 

50,000 

500,000 

Wodnc.sday, March 21 .. 

.378,000 

Closed 

378,000 

Saturday, hlarcli 24 

279,000 

50,000 

329,000 

Totals foi tour day.s 

1,647,000 

I_ 

900,000 

2,547,000 


As you sec, tlie movement is a complete failure. 

We need scai'cely remind you that our hooks and treasuiy are always open to your 
insj:»eeti(m, aiirl w(^ caji show that wc are in a position at present to pay on demand 
ev('rv iHjte in I’ersia, and, further, our printed ])alaucc sheet shows that the hank could 
at an\^ monumt pu) tlu' whole note issue in London independently of Persia. 

i he amounl paid ()ut, il converted into European money, is insignillcant, but the 
smallues.s ol the Persian unit -viz., 1 kran or 2 krans—makes the handling of money 
extremely troublesfunc and laborious. 

I he fpiestion of coin in I’crsia is a ilillicult oiu' on account oJ the scarcity of 
emrency. In dune hi-^1 year the Banque d’Escompte was on the point of suspending 
payment in Ivesht and elsewhere (not that its solvency can he questioned, hut because 
it had not provided coin to nu'ct its engagements); our treasury was opened wid(' to 
render tlmm assistance, and tluy drew Jrom us vtuy large sums in coin. 

I heir action at that time resulted in a depreciation of the rouble here of 18 per 
cent. (7th dune, J5J roubles = 100 tomans , 27th dune, 182^ roubles = 100 tomans, 
firiees at whieh we bought traiislers on Pussia) and in rt'udering their three months’ 
hilL on London uusaleahle to the public, we being the oidy huv(U's. 

in the lae(‘ ol the denial ol tlu' Banque d’Escompte ol their complicity in this dis¬ 
creditable combiniition, wo do not wish to consider an establishment under the control 
ol the accrodit('d Ag('nt of the h’ussian Minister oi Finance to bo chargeable with any- 
thmn more than a singular breach of Ininking etiejuette in allowing the hostile mootings 
to bi‘ h('ld at its olhces and in presonting notes ostentatiously and noisily ;it a moment 
wIk'u it might be supposed that this would cause us trouble*^ 

We have had to encounter a eam])aign ol misrepresentation and falsehood ; it has 
done us no harm whatev('r, but it, has caused confusion and embarrassna'iit to business 
and has indicted loss on poor people, who have been frightened into selling their small 
notes at a discfumt to petty moiu'v-changors. 

AVe remain, Ac. 

(For the Imperial Bank of Persia), 
(Signed) RABINO. 
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No. 1,2. 


Ml. A (innil Duff to Sir luhrard Grey. — (Received April 17.) 

(No, 75.) 

Tehran, March 26, 1006. 

I 11 A\ !■: the honour to transmit a cop\ of the note which 1 addressed to the 
Persian (lovernment, in (d)cdi(‘nce to the instructions contained in yotir tcle<’‘ram 
No. 3S of the 3rd instant, on the subject of the attack on Lieutenant-Colonel Douo-las 
and t’a[)lain Lorimer by tlu' Direkwand Burs. ^ 

In the iMushir-('d-I)o\\leh’s rc})ly, translation of which I liav(' the honour to 
iiudose, you will see that the* Persian Government continue to maintain that tlu' 
[)rinei|)al oneiiders havi' already been captured, and that as previous Avarninc' rvas 
gi\en to Colomd Douglas of the danger of the road no compensation is due. 

1 also iiudose a copy of my letrev to the Prince-Governor of Luristan, the Firman 
Pinna liavlng been transfevn'd to Kerman. 

I l('ir that it i'' unlikdy that .anything' serious will be done' to bring the 


Direkwand tribe to justice, and that any further note to the Persian GoA'^ernment 
AAmuld merely elicit a repetition of the communications previously received. 

The Shah and his advisers are perfectly well aware that His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will not have recourse to forcible measures to obtain the settlement of such 
cases, and even if His Majesty was willing to coerce the Direkwands, it is uncertain 
w’hether the starving and ill-armed Persian troops could make head against brave and 
hardy mountaineers like the Lurs. 

In the absence of instructions to the contrary, I shall continue to press for the 
arrest of the offenders not yet captured, but I have little reason to think that any 
further representations Avill be successful. I presume that His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment still object to the payment from the Jask Royalty of the compensation 
demanded. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUPE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

March 6, 1906. 

I DID not fail to submit to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs your note of the 6th January last regarding the attack by the 
DirelvAvand Lurs on Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer in the autumn 
of 1904. 

It will be in your Excellency’s recollection that the Eirman Eirma, when 
Governor of Luristan, ])romi8cd to undertake an expedition agiiinst the Direkwands 
after the harvest, and I am directed by Sir EdAvard Grey to urge the Persian Govern¬ 
ment to take advantage of tlie present season to secure the punishment of the trihe 
concerned in the outrage. 

.Vs regards the question of compensation, I am instructed to state that, in view of 
the dilatory and inefficient measures taken by the Persian Government for the punish- 
nu'nt of the culjirits and the unsatisfactory nature of the results achieved, His 
(Majesty’s Government see no reason to modify their attitude. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 42. 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duf. 

(I'ranslation.) March 13, 1906. 

I HAVE received your note of the 6th instant respecting the attack made on 
Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer by some Dirckw'and Lurs in fho autumn of 
1904. As you are awaia', some of the aboA'c-mentioned Lurs haA^e bc'cn arrested. 
You slated that five men in the photograph and of the names sent to you AA'erc actually 
engaged in the attack, and you desired the rest to remain in gaol as a means of 
arresting the other offenders. They are at present in gaol, but, in spite of careful 
iiuluirios made into the matter, no other offender has become knoAvn, but it is certain 
that the five men in question committed the offence. 

Under these circumstances no other step remains to ho taken which may require 
instructions to be given. 

IVith regard to the compensation, you state that “ in vicAv of the dilatory and 
ineflieient measures taken by the Persian Government for the punishment of the 
culprits and the unsatisfactory nature of the results achieved His Majesty’s 
Government see no reason to modify their attitude.” 

On this point I haA'e the honour to refer you to the letter Avritten by Colonel 
Douglas and Captain Lorimer to the Bcgler Begi of Kurram Abad after their journey 
and the incident. These officers Avere distinctly prohibited on account of the 
disturbed state of the Lurs and the insecurity of the roads, but they Avished to 
proceed and stipulated that no responsibility AA'ould rest Avith the Government 
authorities. 

Since the officers in question Avere ])rohibited from proceeding on their journey on 
, account of the disturbed state of the roads and the tribes, and since they placed 
themselves in danger by proceeding on tlu' journey Avitli imaginary confidence, no 
responsibility AA’hatever rests Avith the I'ersian Government AA'hich Avould nece.s.sitate 
thepa\mentof conqiensation In vicAv of the measures taken for the arrest of the 
■[i(;i7i K 
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culprits, bow can it be expected that delay should be attributed to the Persian 
Government and that the efficient steps taken and the results thereof, viz., the arrest 
and imprisonment of the offenders, should be considered unsatisfactory ? 

It is obvious that after a little consideration of the details and the measures 
taken by the Persian Government and after reference to my previous correspondence 
on the subject you will, with your well-known courtesy, inform your Government of 
the efficient measures taken by the Persian Government, and the responsibility 
incurred by Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer in travelling by the road in question 
and in paying no attention to the representations of the local authorities. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 42. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Salar-ed-Dowleh. 

Tehran, March 13, 1906. 

AS your Imperial Highness is doubtless aware, in the autumn of 1904 certain 
Direkwaml Lurs treacherously attacked Colonel Douglas, Military Attachd of llis 
Majesty’s Legation, and Captain Lorimer, llis Majesty’s Consul at Ahwaz, while 
travelling between Kboramabad and Dizful. Both the officers mentioned were 
wounded, the former s(;riously. The Lurs guilty of this outrage formed the escort of 
the liritish officers, and had sworn on the Koran to sec them safely to Dizful. I do 
not know wbetber your Highness has been informed that your predecessor in the 
Governorship of Luristan promised early last year to undertake an expedition to 
punish the Direkwand Lurs for their act of treachery. At the Pirman Kirnia’s 
urgiuit rciiuest llis Majesty’s .Minister consented that the dispatch of the expedition 
should be delayed till alter the harvest. In spite of the promise given by his 
Highness, no efficient sti'ps have, as far as I know, been taken to capture the offenders, 
whose names arc well known to the Persian Government. 

Your Impi'i’ial Highness’ sense of justice is well known, and I am confident that 
you will not pi'nnit an unprovoked attack on the officers of a friendly Power to go 
un])unished. As there is still sonic time before the Direkwand tribe proceed to their 
surnnu'r quarters, I venture to suggest that advantage should he taken of this fact to 
capture the Mirs concerned in the outrage on our officers. 


[12939J No. 13. 

M). E. Grunt Duff to !Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 

(No. 80.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 27, 1906. 

WriTl reference to my despatch No. 17 ot tlie 27111 ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit cojiies of further correspondence regarding the Urmi murder case. 

Mr. Pearson has informed me that the United States’ Government have granted 
the rciiuest of the Persian Government for a delay of ten mouths before the assassins 
of the late Mr. Labaree arc brought to justice. 1 under.'^taud that there is no longer any 
question of holding a joint ini[uiry, but that the Persian Government have undertaken 
to discover and punish the murderers. 

Meanwhile Mr. WnUislaw has been informed on reliable authority that the 
Valiahd is trying to induce the accu-sed Kurds to take asylum at the American 
Mission at Urmi. It would appear from Mr. Wratislaw’s telegrams Nos. 17 and 
18 that the Kurds have unofficially proposed to come in, and Mr. Pearson is 
awaiting a communiention from (he American missionaries before taking any steps in 
the matter. 

I have carefully explained to Mr. Pearson, who imperfectly understands Persian 
customs, that it the Kurds take ‘ bast’’ at the American Mission they cannot be 
given up to justice without endangering the lives of the Christians in the whole 
district. 

.Mthough Mr. Wratishm thinks that if the culprits were admitted to asylum and 
torgiven this might he a solution, however imperfect, to a very difficult problem, I am 
inclined to the view that such i termination to the Urmi case would he hardly .satis¬ 
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factory. The matter, however, mainly concerns the United States’ Government, who 
will no doubt decide whether or not their citizens can be murdered in this country with 
impunity, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 

Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duf. 

(No. 7.) 

Sir, Tabreez, March 3,1906. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Mirza Hussein Agha reached Urmi on the 
21st ultimo. A very large crowd went outside the town to meet him, more considerable, 
in fact, than even that which greeted the Valiahd on his last visit, hut no attempt was 
made to get up any unpleasant demonstration, and the proceedings passed off with 
perfect decorum. 

As I wished to emphasize the fact that the Mujtehid had been brought back 
with our own consent, I sent a gholam and two sowars to escort him into the town 
and to congratulate him on his safe arrival. He seems to have been much touched by 
this attention, and sent his headman next day to thank me, and again on the 
morrow to wish me a safe journey. 

I lurther learned that he stated in a semi-public manner that he had come to the 
conclusion that the British t iovernment was the only one that counted, and that he 
intended in future to put his money on it. 

I do not think that, for a considerable time at least to come, there is any reason to 
anticipate trouble from Mirza Hussein .Agha; and the Urmi missionaries, both British 
and American, tell me that they share this opinion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 43. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 


Sir, Tehran, March 9, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a paraphrase of a telegram from His 
Majesty’s Consul-General at 'I’abreez regarding the Kurds accused of the murder of 
Mr. Labaree. 

I request you to he so good as to let mo know what reply you desire sent to 
Mr. Wratislaw. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 43. 

Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tabreez, March 8, 1906. 

ACCORDING to reliable information which I have received, the Valiahd is 
attempting to persuade the accused Kurds to take sanctuary at the American Mission in 
Urmi. Although it is doubtful whether he will succeed in doing so, in view of their 
mistrust, it w'ould be as well that, in case they do so, I should know beforehand what 
I should advise the missionaries to do. 









Inclosure 4 in No. 43. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 

Sir, Tehran, March 12, 1906. 

I DID not fail to telegraph to His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez the 
substance of your letter of the 11th instant, and I have to-day received the following 
reply from him :— 

“ Should the Kurds take ‘ bast ’ with the American missionaries, and are 
subsequently surrendered for trial and punishment, the lives of the American citizens 
concerned will certainly he exposed to ri.sk, and their continued residence in that 
neighbourhood be rendered practically impossible. I must decline to take any responsi¬ 
bility lor security of the said Americans, for whom 1 have done my best. I shall convey 
to them the views of the United States’ Minister, at the same time informing them that 
1 cannot advise them how to act.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GEANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 43. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Consul-General iVratislaw. 

(No. 10.) 

Tehran, March 14, 1906. 

Wrril reference to previous correspondence regarding the Urmi murder case, 
I am informed by the United Stales’ Minister here that the United States’ Government 
have granted the request of the Persian Government for a delay of ten months before 
the assassins of the late Mr. Labaree are brought to justice. 

1 understand from Mr. Pearson that there is no longer any question of bolding a 
joint inquiry, but that the Persian Government have undertaken to discover and punish 
the murderers, 

I inclose correspondence with Mr. Pearson as marked in the margin. In reply 
to my request to know what answer he desired forwarded to your telegram of the 
i;?th instant, the United States’ Minister merely sent an ncknowledgment of the receipt 
of my letter. 

Ill a long conversation which 1 had with him yesterday 1 pointed out the danger 
and difliculties which might ensue should the Kurds take refuge with the American 
nil.^sionaries at Urmi, Mr. Pearson, however, did not appear to think it necessary to 
interfere, and I, of course, made it quite clear to him that our respon»lbility in the 
matter was now at an end, 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) E. GEANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 43. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 

Sir, ^ Tehran, March 22, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit a jiaraphrase of a telegram from His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at ’rnbreez stating that the Kurds have unofficially asked the American 
missionaries, through the Governor of Urmi, to give them asylum. 

Mr. Wratislaw, to whom 1 have telegraphed for further explanations, recommends 
that the oiler of the Kurds be accepted with a view to close the case. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GRANT DUFF. 


3r 

Inclosure 7 in No. 43. 

Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. H. Grant Duff. 

(No. 17.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tabreez, March 22, 1906. 

ENGLISH missionary at Urmi informs me in a letter that asylum has been 
requested from the American missionaries by the Kurds through the Governor, who 
states that it is not an official proposal. The missionaries have asked Mr. Pearson 
by letter for instructions, beford the receipt of which they will not reply to the 
Kurds. 

I consider that this offer had better be accepted, and the incident closed, in view of 
the fact that there is no prospect of the Kurds being punished, and all efforts for two 
years have been unsuccessful. Refusal w'ould probably be a pretext for open hostilities, 
as the attitude of the Kurds is most threatening at present. 

It would be advisable for me to discuss the matter with the Valiahd, if there is any 
prospect of the United States’ Government consenting. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 43. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mr. Pearson. 

Sir, Tehran, March 23, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith paraphrases of two telegrams 
which I have received from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez with regard to the 
Labaree murder case. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 43. 

Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E, Grant Duff. 

(No. 18.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Tabreez, March 22, 1906. 

SINCE I sent my telegram No. 17, an American missionary has written me a letter 
which confirms the statement of the English missionary, with the exception that it is not 
clear whether the Kurds authorized the Governor to make the proposal. Copies of two 
letters addressed by the American missionary to the United States’ Minister have been 
forwarded to me. In these he urges that careful consideration should be given to the 
proposal, and implies that in order to put an end to a critical situation he desires to 
accept it, at the same time acknowledging that intrinsically such a solution is not the 
best possible. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 43. 

Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tabreez, March 23, 1906. 

OUR telegram of the 22nd March. 

If asylum were granted it would mean that the culprits were forgiven and the case 
dropped. This is far from an ideal solution, although according to local ideas it would 
save our face, and if I saw any reasonable prospect of a more satisfactory conclusion I 
would not recommend it. The American missionaries, including the murdered man's 
father, who after all are the persons most concerned, prefer it to an indefinite prolonga¬ 
tion of an intolerable state of things. 
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Inclosure II in No. 43. 

Mr. Pearson to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 




L»ear Mr. E. Grant Dull, Tehran, March 24, 1906. 

i THANK you for your notes of the 22n(] and 23rd instant, inclosing further 
telegrams from His Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General Wratislaw in relation to the 
proposed “ asylum ” of the Kurds. 

I have not yet received the views of the missionaries on the subject, and shall 
await their communication before taking further action in the matter. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) R. PEARSON. 


[12940J No. 44. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received April 17.) 

(No. 81.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 27, 1906. 

ON receipt of your telegram No. 37 of the 2nd instant I instructed Mr. Consul 
Gralianu! to communicate with the Vazir-i-Makhsus, High Commissioner of Fars, wdth 
a view, if iiossihlo, to obtain an apology from the Serdar-i-Akram for his action in 
ordering to be beaten a muleteer sent from the British Consulate to the local authorities 
to give evidence in a case of robbery of British owned goods. 

On the 4th instant Mr. Graliamo addressed the letter, copy of which is inclosed, to 
the Vazir-i-jMakhsus, and also spoke to his E.xcellency in regard to the desired apology. 
He has since informed me that there is no probability of settling the matter locally, 
the Serdar-i-Alcram having declined to apologize, although pressed to do so by the 
High Commissioner. 

In tlicse circumstances, and in view of the attitude taken up with regard to the 
case by the Persian (lovernmc'nt as stated in your despatch No. 13 of the 6th ultimo, 
I Bul)mit that further representations here are imlikely to serve any useful pui’pose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 44. 

Consul Grnhame to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 22.) 

Sir, Shiraz, March 7, 1906. 

WriTl reference to your telegiaim No. 15, on the subject of the Sordar-i-Akram’s 
failiiH' to accede to your demand that ho should tender an apology to me in the matter 
of a iiiuh'tccr sent from the Consulate as a witness in a robbery case and beaten by his 
Excellency, 1 have now tlu' honour to inclose a copy of a private letter addressed by 
me on the 4th Mardi to his Excellency Vazir-i-Makhsus in accordance with your 
telegram abtnu' referred to. 

Tn H'ply to my napiest for an interview this morning (IVednesday) his Excellency 
excused himself ou tlu' ground of to-day being the Tehran mail day, and fixed to-morrow 
afternoon for my visit. 

1 ho]ie to r('port to you by next mail the result of the interview. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. GRAJIAME. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 14. 

.Mr. Grnhame to the Vazir-i-Mnkhsus. 

March 4, 1906. 

I i\lUCH regret that 1 should be obliged to trouble your ExceUeiicy in the 
following mattc'r t)f which ]a'rhaps you may already have been informed. In the 
mouth of Shaban last a nud('t('('r, to wliom certain British merchandize had been 
intrusted, was sent by this Consulate' to the Xarguzari for inquiry before the Fars 


authorities as to a theft of a portion of the above merchandize. His Excellency, the 
Serdar-i-Akram saw fit to cause the muleteer to be beaten. His Majesty’s Charge 
d’Affaires, considering that it is altogether unsuitable and derogatory to the honoiir of 
the British Consulate that a person sent by it as a witness to the Persian authorities 
should be beaten, demanded from the Persian Foreign Office that the Serdar-i-Akram 
should call in person at this Consrdate and offer me an apology for his unsuitable 
conduct in this matter, but up to the present his Excellency has not taken this step. 

I am in receipt to-day of a telegram from His Majesty’s Charge d’iHfairos suggesting 
that I should refer to your Excellency in this matter, in the hope that with your 
devotion to your Government you may see how^ necessary it is that the demand of 
His Majesty’s Legation shoixld be comphed with, and that the unusual conduct of the 
Serdar-i-Akram should not be allowed to cause any diminution in the friendship 
between the two High Powers. 

I win not hide from you that this complaint has reached the Foreign Office in 
London, and has given rise to an exchange of views between the Foreign Office and 
his ExceRency the Persian Minister. 

As I understand that the Serdar-i-Akrara is leaving in a few days I would press 
this matter urgently on yom’ attention. I inclose a cojiy of the statement of the 
muleteer, S. Khoda Raima. 

I sliall be happy to call on your Excellency on Wednesday before midday at 
any hour which may suit your convenience to speak to you about this matter, and also 
about others, the delay in settlement of which is a source of regret to my Legation. 


[12941] No. 45. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 

(No. 82.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 2b, 1906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 24 of the 31st January, 1 have the honour 
to transmit herewith a translation of the autograph letters addressed by the Shah to 
the Ulema and the Grand Vizier regarding the Courts of Justice which it is })roposed 
to establish throughout the country. 

There is still a great deal of talk here with respect to the establishments of these 
Courts, but as far as I am aware, no definite slops have been taken to establish them. 

The original autographs have been photographed, and distributed freely among 
the people. 

X hsLV© 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 45. 

Letter addressed by the Shah to the High Ulema. 

(May God preserve them.j 

W’’E have been informed of the messages sent by you to his Highness the Grand 
Vizier through Agha Mirza Mustafa, Mirza Abul Kassim, Agha Mirza Momsen, and 
the Etemad-ul-lslam. Ma^ it be known to the high and exalted Ulema that our 
benevolence has alw^ays been extended to all our subjects, especially to the Ulema, 
who pray for our Government, and -who are the well-wishers of our Royal person, 
and Ave have always paid the utmost attention to their reasonable requests. 

Now that his Highness the Grand Vizier has laid before us your requests, wo 
haA^e issued an autograph on the margin of his petition, which Avill be duly communi¬ 
cated to you. You may have perfect confidence in coming to the town, where you 
Avill, accompanied by the Grand Vizier, have the honour of an audience in order that 
we may convey to you verbally the assurances of our goodwill and kindness towards 
you, so that you may be at ease in offering your prayers for the prosperity of our 
Government. 

(Signature of His Majesty the Shah.) 

Zikedeh, 1823 Hijreh. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 45. 

Letter addressed by the Shah to the Grand Vizier. 

AS we have often stated, the institution of Courts of Justice, wliere the Shar^ 
hiws can he carried out, is a most necessary and important matter. For this sacred 
ol)j('ct we distinctly command the immediate establishment of the laws of Islam 
throughout the Persian Empire, defining the limits and putting into execution the 
iv'ligious commandments in such a way that there should he no distinction between 
the different classes of the people, and as it will he inserted in the Codes, no preference 
will he given to anyone whatsoever. The Codes shall he drawn up in accordance with 
the religious laws, and submitted to us in order that we may make arrangements for 
the proper Courts in all the provinces. As a matter of course, such requests on the 
part of Ilu‘ Ulema will h(' always accepted, because it increases their prayers for us. 
This autograph should he communicated to all the provinces. 

(Signature of His Majesty the Shah.) 

Zikedeh, 1323 Hijreh. 


[12942] No. 4G. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Giey.—[Received April 17.) 

(No. 83.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 28, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the monthly .summary of events 
in Persia which liave not been recorded in separate despatches. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUPE. 


Inclosurc in No. 46. 

Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, March 29, 1906. 


Meshed. 

THE Asaf-ed-Dowleh has been rcaj)pointed Governor-General of Khorasan for the 
ensuing year. 

2. There was a good deal of apprehension among Armenians and other non- 
Mussulmans in Mc.shed at the commencement of the Moharram, as they feared that the 
fanatici.sin of the people might he aroused against them. Many of them sent their 
I'amilies away to Ashhabad, and the Pussian Armenians were collected into a house near 
their Consulate-General. Various precautionary measures were taken by the Governor- 
General to prevent disturbances: some known bad characters were seized and deported, 
and (be formation of processions was forbidden, with the result that up to the present 
no disorder has been reported. 

3. Orders sanctioning the admission of the English telegraphist to the Persian 
office at Turbat-i-Uaideri were received last month. 

4. Major Sykes had an official interview’ with MM. Molitor and Cesari of the 
C'ustoms Department on the subject of the murders of Persians by Afghans near 
Y^azdan. 'I’he matter has now been taken up by the Governor of Herat, who has 
luinded over the sou of the murdered man, who had been carried off. 

5. i\l. IMolitor is using his best endeavours for the establishment of a postal service 
between Yezd and I’abas, which has been advocated for some months by Major Sykes 
in Ibe interests of British trade, 'fhe Director-General of Customs at Tehran has also 
been addres.sed on the subject by His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires. 

6. The Pakhim-ul-Mulk, ex-Karguzar of Kuchan, has been appointed to Seistan, 
and has been summoned to Tehran to receive instructions before proceeding to take up 
his post. 

7. Th.e Russian colony at Meshed is about to be increased by the addition of four 
prostitute.s, imported for the benefit of the Cossacks now stationed here. 
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Seistan. 

1. The Yarain-i-Nizam left Seistan at the beginning of February and has arrived in 
Tehran, whence he is going to join the Commission which has been appointed to inquire 
into the frontier dispute with Turkey, 

2. The Persian post between Seistan and the Beluchistan frontier w’as robbed by 

Afghans at the end of January. An attempt was made on the same day to rob the 

Consular post, but the sowar who w’as carrying it was able to make his escape. 

3. The price of grain in Seistan is at present extremely high, and it is difficult to 

obtain supplies. This is due in a great measure to the action of the Deputy Governor, 
who forced the villagers to buy the revenue grain at an exorbitant rate. The 
Itisham-il-Wuzara has, since his arrival, torbidden the Headmen of villages to sell gi'iain 
at a higher rate than 10 tomans a “ kharvar,” which is less than half what it cost them; 
and the consequence is that they now refuse to sell at all. Many of the people are 
now reported to be almost starving, and a number of Headmen have taken asylum in 
the custom-house as a protest against the Government, and have petitioned to Tehran. 

It was feared that unless some redress was obtained the discontent might lead to 

rioting, 

4. The Japanese traveller, M. Suzuki, whose movements have been reported in 
former summaries, arrived in Seistan in February, and wished to go on to India by 
the trade route, 'fhe Government of India, however, were unwilling to allow him to 
do so, and he is believed to have gone on viA, Kerman. His Majesty’s Consul took 
him to call on the Russian community, but they refused to see him on the plea of 
illness. 

5. The Deputy Governor of Seistan has announced his intention of giving up his 
post at the Nauruz (21st March), when he c.xpects to be replaced by his brother, Sartip 
Mohammad Reza Khan. 

6. The telegraph line from Meshed has been repaired between Birjand and 
Seistan by the Russian constructor. The portion between Birjand and Kain 
suffered considerably from storms in February, and communication was interrupted 
for four days. 

7. Dr. Sven Hedin arrived at Tabas on the 28th February, and Avas expected to 
reach Seistan soon afterwards. Mr. Grant Duff informed the Swedish Minister in Paris 
of Dr. Hedin’s arrival. 

8. Owing to fear of plague the Russian Consul in Seistan has provisioned his entire 
establishment for a month and closed the Consulate offices, refusing admission 
even to Europeans. The Russian Bank is also closed, and business suspended 
indefinitely. 

9. M. Molitor left for 'fehran on the 28th Alarch. 


Kerman. 

1. Several robberies have recently taken place at caravanserais in Kerman, and a 
caravan was also robbed on the Yezd road. The merchants have consequently telegraphed 
to Tehran pointing out the insecurity of property in the ilistrict. They also complain 
of the inconvenience caused l)y the impossibility of getting any case.s settled pending 
the arrival of the new Governor, and %. G rant Duff has mentioned the subject to the 
]\[ushir-cd-Dowleh, who has promised redress. Among other cases was that of urgently 
needed repairs to a watercourse at Nasratabad Sipi, on Avhich the telegraph station is 
dependent, which it w'as also proposed to defer until the arrival of the Firman Firma; 
but on the representations of His Al.ajesty’s Charge d’Affaires orders have now been 
sent for the work to be done at once. 

2. A Avealthy resident of Kerman named Nurullah Khan is anxious to make a road 
thence to Meshed, along Avhich he proposed to build rest-houses and provide for an 
efficient supply of water. The primary object of the road would be for the convenience 
of pilgrims, and his scheme includes the provision of an annual sum of about 2,000/., 
Avhich he would leave in trust to his eldest son. He has tAvice called on llis Majesty’s 
Consul to ascertain whether the latter Avould undertake to supervise the maintenance of 
the road, but no definite reply has been given pending a reference which has been made 
to the Persian Government on the subject. 

3. The Sardar Agha, local head of the Sheikhi sect, died at Mahun a few 
Aveeks ago. 

[1647] M 
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Ahwaz. 


1. It now appears that the Moin-ut-Tujjar has ordered a stern-wheel steamer of 
80 tons capacity from a firm in Glasgow, which he intends to run on the Karun between 
Mohammerah and Ahwaz. He also expresses his intention of deepening the channel of 
the Ab-i-Gargar (the branch of the river up which the steamers to Shelailieh now run), 
for which purpose he will divert the water into the Ab-i-Shateit. By this means he 
hopes to make the channel navigable rigiit up to Shuster. 

2. The Russian Consul-General at Bushire, accompanied by Prince Amatouni, is 
expected to visit Ahwaz during the spring. 

3. It is difficult to draw any conclusions regarding the state of affairs in the 
Bakhtiari country. A few small collisions appear to have taken place between the 
adherents of the rival factions, and there has been some raiding on the road between 
Shuster and Dizful, but the Chiefs now in Tehran have sent orders to their followers to 
abstain from hostilities, and the country seems, on the whole, to be fairly quiet. 

4. The Governor of Dizful has received the title of Serdar-i-Mokarrem in place of 
that of Salar Moazzam, as a reward for his services in the expedition against the Beni 
Truf. Various instances of his oppression are recorded in the diary of His Maiesty’s 
Vice-Consul at Ahwaz. 


Shiraz. 

1. Shiraz has been fairly quiet during the past month, though there is still a certain 
amount of uneasiness, and the Jews are practically confined to their own quarter of the 
town. A report that the Shoa-es-Sultaneh was to return occasioned a slight demon¬ 
stration. 

2. The road to Bushire appears now to be safer than it has been of late. Transport 
from Shiraz to Ispahan is at present extremely difficult to obtain, the high rates 
prevailing on the Bushire road having attracted all the muleteers thither. 


I,<ipahan. 

I'he Russian Consul-General, Prince Dabija, returned to Ispahan last month. 
M. Tchirkinc, who has been Acting Consul, has left here for Bombay, and a 
M. Gregorielf has replaced him as Secretary. 


Tabreez. 

1. Some fighting is reported to have taken place between the rival Armenian 
revolutionary parties near Salmas, and a party of horsemen were sent from Tabreez to 
restore order. Mr. Wratislaw considers it very desirable that these revolutionaries 
sliould be cleared out of the district, as their provocative attitude is a constant source 
of danger, and might at any moment lead to an outbreak of fanaticism on the part 
of the Mussulmans, who are already restless on account of the disturbances in the 
Caucasus. 

2. Zafer-es-Sultaneh, lately Governor of Kerman, has been appointed Governor of 
Urmi. He has held the post before and was not a conspicuous success. Sahem-es- 
Sultaneh has gone as Governor to Ardebil. 

3. A Russian Commission arrived at Tabreez on the 10th March, in order to inves¬ 
tigate charges of malversation brought against the contractor of the Julfa-Tabreez 
road. 

Resht. 

1. The Commission which has been appointed to inspect the roads recently 
constructed by the Russian Company arrived in Resht early this month, and, after 
inspecting the harbour works at Enzeli, left on the 28th March for the Kasvin-Hamadan 
road. The Russian Consul at Resht accompanies the Commission. 

2. M. Kajeyinkoff, a “jeune de langues ” attached to the Russian Legation, was 
found dead in his bed at the post-house at Yuzbashi Chai on the 6th instant. The 
deceased gentleman, who was in bad health, was travelling to Resht on his way to 
Russia, and is believed to have died from an overdose of chloral. His body was taken 
into Resht for a post-mortem examination. 
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Tehran. 


1. Turco-Persian Frontier Dispute .—Serdar Kul (Vezir Nizam) has been appointed 
Commander-in-chief of the Azerbaijan Army, and ordered to proceed immediately to 
Tabreez, and to send 15,000 men to the Lahijan frontier to support the Persian Delegates, 
Nazim-ul-Mulk and Yamin-i-Nizam, on the Frontier Commission. No arrangements 
have, however, been made to supply the Serdar with the requisite funds for the purpose, 
and, being pressed by the Grand Vizier to undertake the task, he has taken sanctuary with 
his Highness. 

2. Ministry of Telegraphs.—^epahd&v (Nasr-es-Sultaneh) has succeeded Mukber-ed- 
Dowleh as Minister of Telegraphs, and has farmed the Ministry for five years at 200,000 
tomans per annum. He has paid 30,000 tomans to the Shah and 20,000 tomans to the 
Grand Vizier as “ pishkesh ” over and above the stipulated sum, and of the 200,000 tomans, 
half has been paid in advance and the remainder will be paid in ten instalments. It 
has been stipulated that, should he wish to withdraw from the xMinistry before the 
expiration of five years, he will have to pay the whole of the current year’s rent (i.e., 
200,000 tomans). The Mukber-ed-Dowleh, who paid 30,000 tomans yearly for many 
years, was raised successively by the present Grand Vizier to 60,000 tomans and 
80,000 tomans, but refused to pay any more. The Sepahdar proposes to reorganize 
the telegraph service, and his son, who has been educated in Russia, will be placed in 
charge. He hopes by refusing to send telegrams for the Government and Court 
officials free of charge, as has heretofore been the custom, and with other reforms to 
make the telegraphs pay the largely increased sum he has offered the Shah. It is 
considered, however, that he will lose a good deal of money over the transaction. 

The Mukber-ed-Dowleh will probably proceed on a journey to Europe. 

3. Foreign Office Appointments. —Yamin-ul-Mamalek has left for Bagdad to succeed 
Mirza Ali Akber Khan as Consul-General. 

Etela-ed-Dowleh appointed Karguzar in Seistan to succeed Mirza Moosa Khan, who 
replaces him at Mohammerah. 

4. Sani-ed-Dowleh's Automobile Concmion.—Sani-ed-Dowleh has borrowed 30,000 
tomans from the Imperial Bank and 30,000 tomans from the heirs of the late Sepah 
Salar, and has ordered six motor cars for transport purposes, which he proposes to use 
between Resht and Tehran as a beginning. 

0 . His Majesty the Shah continues in relatively good health. 

6. Polo on the Maidan has been discontinued in the following circumstances: One 
day while play was proceeding a Seyyed who was looking on quarrelled with a Cossack 
placed by the Colonel of the Brigade to keep order on the ground. The Cossack drew 
his sword and cut off the Seyyed’s ear. ’Iffie latter then went to the Mollahs and 
complained. Colonel Tchernozouboff subsequently called on Mr. Grant Duff, and 
informed him that some of the Mollahs had tried to induce him to say that the 
Cossack had cut off the Seyyed’s ear by order of a member of the British Legation. 
Colonel Tchernozouboff, however, answered that the Cossack was to blame, and that 
the British Legation had had nothing to do with the matter. A few days after the 
incident the Shah sent a message to Mr. Grant Duff asking that polo on the Maidan 
should be discontinued as likely to lead to trouble. 


[12943] No. 47. 

Mr. E. Grant Dujf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 17.) 

(No. 84.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 28, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 69 of the 1st instant, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith copies of correspondence with the Bakhtiari Chief, Shahab-es- 
Sultaneh, regarding the payment of the sum of 2,000/. due yearly under the Agree¬ 
ment to the signatory Chiefs. 

You will sec that the two Chiefs now here, Samsam-cs-Sultaneh and Shahab-es- 
Sultaneh, agree to the proposed arrangement whereby the Oil Syndicate will pay ta 
each of the four signatory Chiefs one-fourth of the 500/. due quarterly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 47. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Shahab-es-Snltaneh. 

Tehran, March 9, 1906. 

IN the conversation 1 had the honour to have ■with your Excellency yesterday 
afternoon I informed you that the Oil Syndicate had sent firm instructions to 
iMr. Ileynolds to pay the sum duo quarterly under the Agreement to the owner only 
of the four Chiefs who signed that Agreement. 

As I also had the honour to state, the Oil Syndicate are quite willing to pay 
quarterly to each of the four signatory Chiefs one-fourth of the 500/. due. 

On hearing from your Excellency that you prefer the latter arrangement, T will 
at once inform Ilis Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, who 
will no doubt communicate with the Oil Syndicate. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 47. 

Sanisam-ei>-SuUaneh and Shuhab-es~Sultaneh to Mr. E. Grunt Duff. 

^Received March 0, 1906.] 

Will have received your hind letter and arc much obliged for the representations 
made by you with regard to the petroleum, and the arrangements made in accordance 
with the second proposal that the money for the guarding should he paid quarterly to 
four of us, and we should receive our share sejiaratcly. IVc accept this arrangement, 
and you may kindly get everybody’s share paid to himself. 


1129441 No. hs. 

M). 11. Giant Duff to tlir Edirard (trci/.—{Ilcc> ived Aiiri! 17.) 

(Nh). 85.) 

ISir, Tehran, March 28, LOGO. 

I llAVhl the honour In trausmil lierewith eoiue-^ of eorrespon(lene(‘ with tlieOrand 
\'i/,ier r('gar(ling the aeliouof the Salar Aria, one of the minor llakhtiari Chiefs, in 
withdraw iiig tlu'guards plaec'd by tlu' Sanisam-cs-Sidtaneh on the works of tlic Oil 
Syiiilieat(' at Marinateii. 

I understand that the guards have now been replaeetl. 

llaji Ali Kali Khan, Sardar Assad and present llkhani of the Eaklitiaris, is 
ex'lK'eled at 'Tehran in ten days, and 1 hope then to come to an understanding as 
ri'gards the Hakhtiari load, and to do what 1 properly can to arrange the family quarrels 
Avhieh are now disturbing the tribe. 

1 have, Ae. 

(Signed) EVELYN ORANT DUFF. 


Inclosuie 1 m Nt). 48. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff'to Grand I'izier. 


(.\ftcr eomjdiment-.) Februari/IS, IOOd. 

1 II.WE rei-eived iuloi’iuation that the Salar Aria has driven away the guards 
smit by the Sainsaiu-es-Sultaneh to protect the oil wells. I tlu'refore request your 
Exei'lleiuy to be so good as to send iinnu'diate orders lo Vnrteza Knli Khan aiul iloin- 
i-lloiiiayun at Ram llormu/. to jilaee a guard on the oil wells, and to direct Salar Arfu 
to dt'sist from giving trouble. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 48. 

Grand Vizier to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


(After compliments.) Februan/ 27, 19t)6. 

I HAA'E received your note of the 18th instant respecting the guards of the oil 
wells. I have, as requested by you, telegraphed to the Salar Arfa, Murteza Kuli Khan, 
and the iloin-i-Tloinayun. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 48. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff' to Grand Vizier. 



(After compliments.) February 28, 1906. 

I HAD the honour to receive your Higlmess’ note of the 27th instant, in which 
you inform me that the telegraphic orders for the replacing of the guards on the ■works 
of the Oil Company have heou sent. I am much obliged to your Iliglmcss foi- the 
measures wdiich you have been so good as to take. 1 have now heard from a trushvorthy 
source that the Sardar Assad has seized the bridge on the Bakhtiari road at Godar-i- 
Balulak and has driven awmy the guards stationed there. I have the honour to request 
your Excellency to send immediate orders to Sarcm-ul-Midk to replace the guards 
formerly posted at the bridge. 

I need not remind your Highness of the important British interests wdiich may be 
aifccted by anything ap])roaching lo disorder in the Balditiari country, ami I look to 
your Highness to take efilcient steps for the protection of those interests. 


Inclosurc 4 in No. 48. 

Grand Vizier to Mr. E. Grant Duff'. 


(After compliments.) March 4, 1906. 

I ILVVE received your note of the 28th February respecting the objections raised 
by the Sardar Asad in connection wdth the guards of the oil wells. 

Although I have not yet received a rej)ly to the telegram sent a few' days ago on 
the subject, I have again asked for explanations by telegraph, and sent the necessary 
orders. I will inform 3*011 of the result. 


[12946] No. 49. 

Mr. E. Grant Diff to Sir Eilward Giey.—-{Received April 17.) 

(No. 87.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 29, 1906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 52 of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a copy of a Report from Ilis Majesty’s Consul in Seistan,''*' giving 
details of a meeting of the Sanitar}' Council on the lOtli idtimo, and other matters of 
interest connected w'ith the plague epidemic. 

On the Ist instant the Government of India informefl me that specimens of blood 
examined at the Plague Uesoareb Laboratoiy at Bombay w'ere found to contain 
microbes resembling those of bubonic plague. '^Pherc' is thendorc' practically no further 
doubt thattlie disease now existing in Seistan is true plague, and not the local complaint 
knowm as “ daghi.” I duly informed the '^I'ehran Sanitary Council of the result of the 
bacteriological examination at Bombay. Reports have been spread in Persia that 
plague exists in Afghanistan, but His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed states that 
this is denied by the Governor of Herat. The average number of deaths from plague 
are, according to the latest statistics, throe per day, and the total mortality up to date 
HOC) to 400._ 

'J’he disease does not, lor the moment, appear to show any tendency to spread 
beyond Seistan, but the President of the Sanitary Council informs me that it may not 
mprobably appear in Khorassan. 

• Inc'lo.suro to Captain Jlacphorsou’s Diary, No. li, l-’eliruarv H to 14, I'JOG. 

[16-17] ‘ N 
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I have also the honour to transmit tlie proces-verhal of the meeting of the Tehran 
Sanitary Council on the 5th instant.’^ Further copies of this document will he sent 
when received. 

I llclV6 &C. 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


[129471 '^0. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to i:>ir Edward Grey.—{Received April 17.) 

tNo. 88.) 

Sir^ Tehran, March 29, 1906. 

IN my telegram No. 73 of the 23rd instant I had the honour to give a full report 
of my audience with Ilis Majesty the Sliah on tlie 23rd instant on the subject of the 
dispute between Turkey and Persia regarding the frontier in the Lahijan district. 

I inclose a copy of a Idler from Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, Military Attache of 
Ilis Majesty’s Li'gation, recording a conversation which he had yesterday Avith His 
Imperial Highness the Naib-es-Sultaneh, Minister of War, in regard to the same 
buljject. The Prince gave Colonel Douglas to understand that there Avas no intention 
on thf! part of the Persian Government of declaring Avar on Turkey, and he apparently 
realized the unproparedness of the Persian army for a campaign. 

The Naib-es-Sultaneh’s remarks do not accord Avith the statement of the ilinister 
of the Court to me that a large camp Avas being formed on the Russian frontier of 
Azorbaijaji. His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez has heard nothing of such 
luilil.ary preparations, and I am inclimul to doubt whether any such step has been 
taken. 

1 learn that a Persian Commission, headed by the Nazim-ed-Dowleh, accompanied 
by tl le Vamin-i-Nizarn, of Scistan fame, and perhaps by M. de Brucep a Belgian 
engineer, is about to leav(; 'rehran to nu'd Hjavid Pasha and a Turkish Commission on 
the fi-uatier. 

The French ('barge d’AlTaires recently told me that the firm of Schneider, of 
('reuzot, bad up to tlu' present Avisely decliruul to supply the arms luentioncd by the 
Naib-(“^-Sullaiieb, no moui'y being apparently available for payment. 

T llclVG i&C 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure in No. 5(J. 

f.ieiiteiinnt-Cnlonel Douylas io .\Ir. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 23.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 29, lUUli. 

1 11A\’E the honour to report that 1 called yesterday on His Imperial Highness 
the Naib-es-Sultaneb, Minister for War, in order to try and discover whether there is 
any truth in the rumours now current of the dispatch of Persian troo[)s towards tho 
TAirkish frontier. 

His Highness received me most cordially, and, in reply to my iuguiries, assured 
me that there was no intention of sending auy large numi)er of troops to Lahijan. The 
Sardar-i-Kol was, he said, being sent to d’abreez on appointment as Commander of the 
troops in the Province, of Azerbaijan, with instructions to reorganize the army there in 
general, and only a small force of infantry, Avithout any guns, Avas to go to tho frontier 
to act as an escort to the Persian Commissioner, and also to keep the local tribes ijuiet. 
I might rest assured that Persia had no intention of declaring Avar against Turkey. 
War, His Highness justly remarked, requires preparation, and the preparations of the 
Persian army are not at present very far advanced. 

I'he Prince then pi'oceeded to question mo somewhat closely regarding the 
Turkish army and the number of troops at the Sultan’s disposal, and seemed surprised 
Avhen 1 informetl him that, by mobilizing the two army corps that are nearest to the 
Persian frontier, a force of about 250,()(1() men could be collected. It was, he said, a 
larger number than Persia couUl produce, adding, Avith a confidence which I do not fully 
share, “ mais les Porsans sont plus heros que les Turcs.” His Highness also informed 


• Not printed. 
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me that His Majesty the Shah, during his recent visit to Europe, had purchased, or 
made arrangements for purchasing, in France some 200,000 to 300,000 rifles and fifty 
cannon. He was not sure of the system, but I understood him to say that they 
included “ des canons Schneider ” [? Creuzot]. These have not yet arrived in Persia, 
but may do so shortly. 

The general impression left upon me by the conversation was that the Minister for 
War quite recognizes the inability of Persia to oppose Turkey by force, and is doubtless 
correct in his statement that only a small number of troops AAdll be sent to the disputed 
territory ; but the sudden resolve to reorganize the troops in Azerbaijan—a scheme 
which, I understand, is likely to fall through OAving to the neglect of the Government 
to provide the necessary funds—is prompted mainly, if not entirely, by the desire to 
back by some shoAv of force the arguments of the Persian Frontier Commissioner. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. A. DOUGTjAS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Military Attache'. 


[12948] No. 51. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey, —{deceived April 17.) 

(No. 89.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 29,1906. 

WITH iH'ference to my telegram No. 60 of die 3r(l instant, I have the honour to 
transmit hereAvith copy of a note from the Persian Government omhoclying their 
objections to the Arbitral Award given by Colonel MacMahon in regard to the water of 
the Helraund River. 

The inclosed note is so involved and badly written that it is very difficult to 
translate into English. In these circumstances, I have thought it better to send a copy 
of the original Persian, as well as a literal translation, both to you and to the Government 
of India. 

You will observe that the Persian Government state that the Yamin-i-Nizam was 
not authorized to communicate to the Afghan Government his letter regarding the 
AAvard, to Avhicli reference is made in Lord Lansdowne’s telegram to me No. 91 of the 
1 st December, 1905. The objections raised by the Persian Government to Colonel 
MacMahon’s Award appear to be, briefly, as folloAvs :— 

1. The Arbitrator has not kept to the Goldsmid AAvard, but has only adopted that 
Award as interpreted by the British Foreign Office. The Afghans are permitted to 
open up old canals and construct new ones, Avhile the Persian inhabitants are deprived of 
this right. 

2 . Although Colonel MacMahon was aware that the Persians held over 500,000 acres 
of arable land, the share of the water aAvarded is only sufficient to irrigate 200,000 acres. 
Persia claims two-thirds of the water instead of one-third as awarded, their cultivated 
lands being double the extent of those held by the Afghans. 

3. The Afghans will alone be able to cultivate the whole of their available land, 
and this will lead to the emigratian of Persian peasants to Afghanistan. 

4. The restriction relating to the alienation of Avater to a third party should be 
applied not only to Persia, but also to Afghanistan. The Goldsmid AAvard contains iio 
reference to such a restriction. 

5. If the Arbitral AAvard had been given in accordance Avith the Goldsmid AAvard, 
the appointment of a permanent water engineer would have been unnecessary. 

In accordance Avith the instructions contained in your telegram No. 41 of the 
6 th instant, I addressed to the Persian Government the note, copy of Avhich I have the 
honour to transmit, stating that if the Persian Government desire to persist in their 
refusal to accept the Water Award, they should submit a reasoned appeal in due form 
for your decision. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 











IS 


Inclosure 1 in No. 51. 
Mushir-ed-Dowkh to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


(Translation.) Fehruary 22. 190G. 

1 ll.WE received your note of the 2nd December la'st respecting- the letter 
a(ldre.ssed by the Yainin-i-Nizam to the Government of Afghanistan about the non- 
acceptance of Colonel MaclMahon’s Award. This matter caused surprise to the Persian 
Government, as no instructions wliatever Imd been given to the Yamin-i-Nizam to that 
effect. Telegraphic orders were immediately sent to him to withdraw his letter if he has 
taken such a measure. 

In reply to your letters and to Sir A. Hardinge’s previous notes, I have now 
to point out that since Colonel MacMalion’s arbitration we have constantly received 
unexpected reports as to the nature of the arbitration, but in view of the justice and 
imjjartialily of the English Commissioner, we were waiting for the arrival of written 
reports on the subject. 

After the arrival of the reports in question, notwithstanding the confidence 
felt by the Persian Government in the justice and equity of the English Com¬ 
missioner, the remarks constantly made by the Persian officials, as well as by the 
inhabitants of fteistan, caused hesitation to the Persian Government, who did not see 
their way to approve the Arbitral Award. Since then frequent representations have 
been made to the British Legation on the subject, and in view of this fact I did not 
expect _)ou to state that, unless the appeal was made within a reasonable time, the 
British Government will consider the Award final. You are justified in the point that 
the Persian Government should represent its objections to the arbitral decision to the 
British Government, who will be prepared to review the Award ; and consequently the 
Persian Government, wdio trusts in the good-will of the English Government in seeing 
justice done in the arbitral decision, transmits to you in a separate document its 
objection.s, which you will be good enough to communicate to your Government and 
obtain for it as soon as possible and according to its expectations a satisfactory re^ily 
amending the Award. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 51. 

Note coininitnicated hi/ the Peraiaii Government to Mr. E, Grant DutJ. 

Alj'rilOUGIl Colonel MacMahon restricts his Award by clauses 5 and 0 to General 
Goldsmid’s Award in respect of water, he refers in the 7th clause to the Goldsmid 
Aw aid, and quotes the interpretation given to it by the English Foreign Office, and the 
former arbitration, to which tlie Persian Commissioner has strongly objected. There is 
no doubt that the interpretation referred to is prejudicial to the Persian Government, 
since it recommends the repair and construction of the old unused canals and does not 
prevent the excavation of new ones, provided that the water is not diminished. This 
ties our hands, and we have to bo content with the jiresent state of the district, which 
runs the risk ot a dearth of water in th.e future, 'fhe reason is that the old and unused 
Persian canals begin to run from the TIelmund in .Vfghan territory, and con.sequently a 
largo extent of tfie I’ersian lands, which could be cultivatcil by irrigation, will be left 
waste. On the other hand, the Afghans will ])e free to irrigate their unused arable 
lands by the old ami unused as well as by the new canals. 

2. All the [leasants and inhabitants of Seistan, as well as fishermen and owners of 
cattle, u>ed to take great advantage of the Seisfan, Pudi Parian, and other streams 
flowing from the Ilehmuul, and only a small [lortion of the Avater formerly flowed into 
Afghanisfiui. Alter Colonel MacMalion's decision there has been a change in the 
division of the water, and according to clauses 2, G, dlfcd -t, the Persians have to receive 
one-third, but the Afghans two-thirds. On what ground and for Avhat reason the water 
has thus been divided is not known. 

According to .MacAIahon's information, there were 500,000 acres of arable lands, 
and one-tliii'd ot the' llelmund water is .sufficient to irrigate 200,000 acres. It therefore 
appears that our share of the water is not sufficient to irrigate one-half of our arable 
lands, whilst it the whole water ot the llelmund River were used for agricultural 
purposes the arable lands of Persia would be much more than 500,000 acres, because 
the llanuin and Naizais would be dricil up. If the water is to be divided in proportion 
tw the ciilti\ation of both sides, two-tliinU of it should belong to Persia. 


49 


3. The water of the canals running to the south of Banderi-Kamal Khan and north 
of Naizar have so far been sufficient for tbe cultivation on the bank of the Helmund. 
Now Colonel MacMahon allows the old canals on both sides to be repaired and new 
ones to be constructed. This arrangement has certainly been made in favour of 
Afghanistan, because its share of the water is tAvo-thirds, and it is also alloAved to 
excavate new canals, and in a short time it Avill be able to bring the lands on the right 
bank of the river, as Avell as the lands recently assigned to it by Colonel .MacMahon, 
under cultivation, while a great extent of the Persian lands Avill be left uncultivated. 

4, According to clause 7 of Colonel MacMalion’s decision, the rights of the Persian 
GoA'ernment to the Helmund Avater are very much restricted, but, on the other hand, the 
Afghans are entirely free, and they can even themselves divide the A’ ater of the river. 
The restriction Avbich prevents Persia from alienating its rights on the water to any 
foreign Government Avithout the consent of Afghanistan is unreasonable, because tiie 
Persian Government, Avho know' for certain that the Avater is not sufficient for their 
Seistan lands, Avill not alienate it to a second party. If Colonel MacMahon 
Avishes to put any restriction on Persia he should have done tbe same with Afghanistan, 
in order that the latter should not be able to alienate to a second PoAver, without the 
consent of Persia, the important part of Seistan (and its Avaters), which, at the Erne of 
the former arbitration, were the property and in the possession of Persia, and which, 
according to the Goldsmid Agreement, the Persian Government assigned to Afghanistan, 
withdrawing its garrisons from the important points of Kaleh Path, iSad-Ali, &c. The 
restriction in question should equally apply to the two parties, because it has affected 
the Persian Government in its honour and superiority, which it was the object of 
Aiticle VII of the Treaty of Paris lo uphold, Avhich Treaty initiated these arbitrations 
and interventions. This water belonged to Seistan, the Avhole of Avhich belonged to 
Persia, and the part given to the Afghan-^ by former Agreement should be lestricled by 
the condition in question, in order that the Afghans should not be able to alienate it to 
another Government. In the original Goldsmid Agreement no reference was made to 
the point in question. 

Colonel MacMahon has not only disregarded the Goldsmid .Agreement, and has not 
acted according to it, but he has introduced some innovations Avhich are favourable to 
Afghanistan and injurious to the Persian Government. For example, his decision 
excludes (from Persia) the Helmund Avaters Avhich were formerly in the possession of 
Persia, gives one-third to the Persians and two-thirds to the Afghans. The Helmund 
water should naturally irrigate all the arable lands of Seistan, but the present division of 
the water, giving one-third to Persia, is unnatural and unjust. Besides this fact, the 
object of accepting the arbitration Avas for the removal of the present differences Avhich 
have arisen on account of the actual cultivation, and not for the consideration of 
emergencies Avhich may arise in the future. From Bander Kamal Khan doAvinvard, all 
the cultivated land on either side of the river, i.e., all Seistan, is irrigated by the river 
in question. If avc Avere actually to divide the cultivation, tAVo-thirds of the Avhole 
Avould be in Persian territory, and tbe Avhole of the Afghan cultivation in Seistan Avould 
be even less than one-third. Therefore, the Avater should at least be divided in the same 
proportion. 

It is clear that the English Commissioner, in dividing the Avater quite in an opposite 
way, and basing his Arbitral AAvard on anticipations of the future, and of bringing the 
barren lands in Seistan under cultivation, disregarded the necessity of the lime and the 
object of his invitation. According to the present Avvard, as is already mentioned, 
Peivsia .sutlers to the advantage of Afghanistan at the seasons both of the rise and fall of 
the liver. According to the permission it has for the repair of the old and the con¬ 
struction of ncAV canals, Afghanistan Avill improve the unused lands on the left bank of 
the Helmund River, and undoubtedly Avill attract thither the inhabitants of Seistan, 
Avhich has been left Avithout Avater. 

.It is inserted in clause 1 that both sides have the right, Avithin their oavu terri¬ 
tories, to maintain existing canals, to open out old or disused canals, and to make new 
canals from the Helmund. 'Ihis decision Avould be considered a very just one if from 
Bander Kamal Khan to Naizar all the lands to the Ave.st belonged to Persia and those 
to the east to Afghanistan. The case being otherwise, it is desirable that Persia should 
at least be able to lepair its old and unused canals, should it consider it necessary to do 
so (Avhen the Afghans begin ihe Avork), from above Kuhak Dam to Bandar Kamal, at 
any point from Avhich it can get Avater from the llelmund for Seistan. According to 
clause 1, the Persian Government can only improve the lands below the KuhaU Dam 
and all the lands ot Amrud, Kanda, Houzdan, &c., Avhich cover a length of 10 farsakhs, 
and a Avidth of more than one-half of that distance the Avhole Avay, and Avhich are 
[1017] O 
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separate and have nothing to do with the lands below the dam, must, when necessary, 
be irrigated by the waters above the dam and below Dek, Dileh, and Eudbar. 

Although ostensibly the two parties are allowed to improve the unused and barren 
lands, in reality the Persian Government have been deprived of this right. 

' One of the innovations in the present Arbitral Award is the introduction of a 
permanent engineer for the future execution of the Award, although no reference to 
that point was made in the Goldsmid Agreement. Tf the arbitration were final and in 
accordance with the previous Award, there would be no necessity for a permanent 
engineer. 

In view of the above considerations, as well as a few other objections to the stipu¬ 
lations of Colonel MacMahon’s Award, the Persian Government cannot but consider 
the Award in question prejudicial to its interests, and wish to make a distinct protest. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 51. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

March 8 , 1906. 

I AT once communicated to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs the substance of your Excellency’s note of the 22nd February last, in which you 
state the reasons on account of which the Persian Government is unable to accept the 
Arbitral Award given by Colonel MacMahon on the dispute between Persia and 
Afghanistan ns regards the division of the water of the Helmund River. 

In accordnnee with instructions received from Sir E. Grey, I have the honour to 
inform your Excellency that if the Persian Government really desire to persist in their 
refusal to accept the Award, they should submit a reasoned appeal in due form for the 
decision of His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in accordance 
with the agreement come to in November 1902. 


[12949] No. 52. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April IT.) 

(No. 90.) 

Sir, Tehran, March du, 1906. 

ON the 13lh instant] received information from a sure source that it had been 
decided to reappoint the Shoa-es-Saltanoh Governor-General of Fars, and that the 
Prince had act.ually left Tehran in the direction of Kum. 

1 at once sent Abbas Ivnli Khan with the private letter, copy of which I have the 
honom- lo inclose', to the Ataheg-i-Azam, Avho was unwell and confined to his house. 

My ai'tion appan'iitly produced a satisfactory result, as the Minister of the Court 
and the Movasegh-('s-Saltaneh wore dispatched in haste after the Prince, whom they 
caught at Kum and brought back. Meanwhile, the Kawam-ul-Mulk, the principal 
landowner in Fars, who is in “bast” at the Grand Vizier’s house, sent a message to 
his family at Shiraz to the effect that the Prince had started for Fars. Great excitement 
was produced, and the Shiraz merchants began to close their shops, and the people to 
rush to the great mosque. I presume that the news of the Prince’s return to Tehran 
was subsequently telegraphed, as the town immediately calmed down, and is now 
normal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. GUANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure in No. 52. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to the Atubey-i-Azam. 


(Private.) ^ March 13, 19U6. 

I HAVE been informed on good authority that it is proposed to reappoint His 
Imperial Highness the Shoa-es-Saltanoh as Governor-General of Fars. 

In the event of the Prince again proceeding to that province as Governor-General, 
1 have been instructed by His Majesty’s Government to make a communication to the 
Persian Government on tlu' subject. 
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This letter will be handed to you by Abbas Kuli Khan, and I have the honour to 
request your Excellency to be so good as to inform him whether or not there is any 
truth in the report as to the Prince’s reappointment. 


[12950] No. 53. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 

(No. 91.) 

gij-^ Tehran, March 30, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, contrary to general expectation, the month of 
Moharrem passed off here and all over Persia in absolute quiet. 

The Ulema of Tehran are waiting for the Government to carry out the promised 
reforms in the administration of justice, and it appears that a Commission has been 
appointed to report on the best means of improving the present unsatisfactory state of 
things. This Commission includes the following well-known Persian officials ;— 

Nasr-ul-Mulk, Finance Minister. 

Molitashcm-os-Saltaneh, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

Mukber-es-Saltaneh, head of the Military College. 

Sani-ed-Dowleh, formerly Master of the IVint. 

Mushir-ul-Mulk, Minister at St. Petersburgh. 

Hocein Khan, Chef de Cabinet of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

The above are all comparatively enlightened men and have all been more or less 
educated in Fmrope. 

It is unfortunately only too probable that if they succeed in producing a code of 
laws similar Lo that in force in the Ottoman Empire, as I understand is their intention, 
it will be dilhcult, if not impossible, to carry out its provisions. Corruption has 
affected every class of the inhabitants, and the idea that a judge cannot bo bribed is 
one which the ordinary Persian mind cannot grasp. 

Now that the month of Moharrem has passed it is hardly likely that disturbances 
will occur before the autumn, that is the month of Ramazan. 

I have sounded the principal Mollahs, and they say that before taking further 
steps they intend to wait and see whether the Shah will fulfd his promises. During 
Moharrem sennons directed against the Shah and the Government have been common, 
and as a prominent MoUah said yesterday to Mr. Churchill, “ Things we fonnerly 
scarcely %vhispcrod wo now say quite openly.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


[12800] No. 54. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 17.) 

(No. 241. Confidential.) 

Sir, Constantinople, April 10, 1906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 19" of the 26th ultimo, on the subject of the 
dispute between 'Purkey and Persia as to the frontier near Vazne, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith dccyphcrs of four telegrams, which I have received within the last • 
three days, reporting on recent military action on the part of Turkey, and giving 
interesting indications of the views held on the dispute by the local authorities at 
Mosul. 

The telegram from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bagdad shows that five 
battalions of the IVth Army Corps left Mosul for Vazne on the 24th and 26th ultimo, 
and that another battalion was detained from following them by want of transport; 
while Mr. Grant Duff reports in his telegram of the 8th (which he has no doubt 
repeated to you) that a body of irregular cavalry is being enlisted in the Turkish service 
from among the Sunni Kurds on the Persian side of the frontier. Though somewhat 
vague, Mr. Shipley’s telegrams from Mosul, whither I authorized him to go for a few 
days from Diarbckir, leave no doubt that more troops are being pushed forward; but it 
is also evident that local opinion is divided as to the true interests of Turkey in the 
dispute. On the one hand, there is a forward party, headed by Abdullah Pasha, 
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described as belonging to the Palace, and a certain Izzet Pasha of Kerkuk, recently 
])roinoted to be Major-General in command at Suleimanie; while, on the other hand, 
the advocates of moderation appear to be the Mushir Zeki Pasha and the Vali Moustapha 
Bey, the latter being a brother of the Sultan’s Second Secretary, Tzzet Pasha, who is 
credited—I believe justly—with being the prime instigator of an aggressive policy at 
Yildiz. 

Baking into consideration the utter inability of Persia to offer any serious 
resistance, these telegrams would by themselves appear to justify the gravest appre¬ 
hensions that a forward line of action has been decided on at Constantinople, but against 
such a policy are tanged the counsels of moderation of the Ministers, while the great 
Height and authority of the Sheikh-ul-lslam are thrown into the same scale. What, 
moreover, makes for peace in spite of these prognostications of conflict is the increasing 
irresolution of the Sultan, who is said to bo seldom of the same frame of mind for two 
days together; and also Ills ^Majesty’s mistrust of Russia, which, weakened as she is 
by internal disorders and a disastrous war, is not a factor which he can ignore, 
particularly when he is aware that her views are shared and supported by Great 
Britain. The Persian frontiei' question thus occupies great attention, but though one 
Council of Mini.sters is called after another to discuss it, no definite decision is reached. 

Should the Sultan, however, be induced to follow the advice of the militant party 
so far as to commit (urther acts of aggression, or to refuse definitely to withdraw his 
trooph from Passova, which is umjucstionably on the Persian side of the zone within 
which the Anglo-Russian Commis.sion decided that the frontier lies, it may bo nece.S3ary 
for Ilis Majesty’s Government, in concert with that of the Czar, to consider the steps to 
be taken to persuade the Sultan to adopt a more conciliatory policy. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 54. 

Consul-General Newrnarch to Sir N. O'Conoi. 

(Telegraphic.) P. _ Baijdad, April 6, 1906. 

I llAVC received a Report from llis Majesty’s Consular*Agent at Mo.sul that 
four battalions of the 3ist Regiment arrived there on the 25th Pebruary, and the 
2 nd Hattalion of the 33rd Regimenti arrived on the 1st March from Anatolia. Both 
these regiments form pait of the I V’th “ Corps d’Arniee.” 

On the receipt of telegraphic instructions from Constantinople, Redift Battalion of 
Kerkuk left on the 24th March, and four battalions of the 31st Regiment on the 
2.5th March, for Vazne. 

Baggage and ammunition mules are so scarce at Mosul that remainder of troops 
have had to stay theie. 


luclosnre 2 in No. 54. 
Vice-Consul Shipley to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(Telegraphic.) 1’. _ _ Mosul, Aprill,1^0Q,, 

AIM reporting by despatch to following effect:— 

Seven more battalions from Bagdad are expected hero in addition to the twenty-two 
already in the i)rovin(.‘c. Vali says that the War Otlicc party are bent on policy of 
aggression, and he deplores the fact that it is improbable that he can counteract their 
influence. 

Abdullah Pasha of the Palace is one of the two leading spirits of the parly of 
aggre.ssion, the other being Izzel Pasha of Kerkuk. The latter has recently been 
promoted Liva ('f Cavalry at Suleimanie. Abdnllah is persistently advocating the 
dispatch at once to the fiontier of all the troops, in .spite of fact that rivers are in°fjood 
at present moment. 

Izzet dictates reports of Vajid Commissioner to the Palace which are greatly 
misleading. ® 

'I’urks are holding both Passova and Vazne. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 54. 
Vice-Consul Shipley to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Mosul, April 8,1900. 

AUTHORITIES at Constantinople insist on sending Hamidieh to the frontier, in 
spite of fact that both Vali and also Zelcki Pasha are both opposed to such course. 

If they must come, it w'ould be well that they should keep to the left of the river 
bank (not going near the town of Zezire), where only a few' small Mussulman villages 
are situated. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 54. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff’ to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 8, 1906. 

HIS Majesty’s Consul-General telegraphs from Tabreez on the 7 th April as 
follows: 

“ My telegram No. 21. 

“Following is confidential. 

“ I am informed confidentially by Turkish Consul-General that he has received 
report from his Vice-Jonsul at Urmia to effect that 700 Kurds have been enrolled as 
irregular cavalry by a Turkish lieutenant and troops now in Dasht.” 


[13111] No. 55. 

India Office to Foreign Office,—(lieceived April 17.) 

gir India Office, April 14, 1906. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge Sir E. Gorst’s letter of 
the 7th instant, transmitting a copy of Mr. Grant Duff’s telegram No. 88 of the 4th 
instant, relative to the rumoured establishment of quarantine posts on the Perso- 
Afghan boundary. 

In reply, I am to say that Mr. Morley concurs in Sir E. Grey’s view that any 
action likely to raise the question of the Pcrso-.Vfghan frontier at the present moment 
w'ould be impolitic, and that consequently no representation should be made to the 
Persian Government in the sense suggested by the Government of India in their 
telegram of the 2 nd instant until more definite evidence is obtained of the intention 
of Russia to form a cordon. 

A telegram in this sense has been addressed to the Government of India. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Inclosure in No. 55. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, April 14, 1900. 

PERSO-AFGHAN frontier. With reference to your telegram of the 2nd instant. 
Until more definite evidence is obtained of intention of Russians to form cordon. His 
Alajcsty’s Government do not propose to authorize any representation to Persian 
Government in the sense proposed, as present time is inopportune for action likely to 
raise question of Perso-Afghan frontier. 


[1647] 
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[13104] ^'0. 56. 

India Office to Foreign Office,—{Received April 17-) 

India Office, April 14, 1906. 

WITH referenco to Mr. CampheH’s letter of the 21st February, relative to the 
case of a Persian subject who has committed an offence on board a British ship in the 
harbour at Balirein, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Morlcy to inclose, for Sir E. 
Grey’s consideration, a copy of telegrams to and from the Government of India on 
the subject. 

Provided the Sheikh of Bahrein consents to the trial of the accused hy the 
Political Agent, Mr. Morley is inclined to think that the precedent of the eleven 
Muscat subjects, referred to in the Government of India’s telegram, mieht be 
foUowed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HORACE WA.LPOLE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 56. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. February 22, 1906. 

'I'Ri.EGRAM has been received from Charg6 d’Affaires, Tehran, relative to case 
of a Persian subject, resident in Bahrein, who has committed offence on board British 
ship in tlie harbour there. Political Agent, Bahrein, considers that man deserves two 
years’ imprisonment, but his powers (mablc him to try British subjects only. Grant 
Dull requests instructions liow to deaf with the case, facts of which, he says, have 
hcon communicfited to you by Rosidout in the Persian Gulf. Please lot me have your 
views. It is necessary to take into consideration objection to raising jurisdiction 
question with Persian Government. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(I'elegraphie.) P. April 6, 1906, 

BAHREIN. 

With reference to your telegram of 22nd Pehruary, practice appears to be that 
su(!h cases should be disposed of in the presence of Sheikh’s representative by 
Political ffirtcer. I’liore a[)pears to be no reason, especially as offence was committed 
in connection with British vessel, why Political Officer should not follow ordinary 
|)racl ice. since, in accordance with'Sir E. Grey’s telegram of 6th Pehruary to His 
Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Tehran, Persian Government have now been formally 
notitied that their claim to Bahrein is inadmissible, and that island is under British 
protection. A'o objection to action proposed in this case would probably bo raised by 
Sheikh, who has recently asked Political Officer to try case of eleven Muscatis charged 
with oll'enco on British vessel. It does not appear that Political Officer’s action could 
be questioned locally, as he would be exercising jurisdiction either derived from his 
position as representative of protecting power or delegated by Sheikh. 


[13105] No. 57. 

India Office to Foreign Oifice.—[Received April 17.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morlcy, 
forwards herewith, for tin' information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from tlu' Viceroy, dat(Hl the 15th April, with regard to disturbances in Seistan. 

India Office, April 17, 1906. 
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fnclosure in No. 57. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. April 15, 1906. 

SEISTAN disturbances. 

As there is apparently no immediate risk of further disturbance, we do not 
propose to direct double company, which reaches Seistan to-morrow with reserve of 
arms, to'cross frontier. If, however, he considers it absolutely necessary for protection 
of Consulate and British subjects, Consul is still at liberty to call them in, though he 
should do it as far as possible by men already with him in Seistan. He may also arrange 
to import so much reserve ol' arms and ammunition as is required for Consulate. Local 
authorities are at present clearly unable to prevent disorder or arrest offenders, and, as 
regards future, Persian troops, mentioned in Grant Duff’s telegram of the 9th instant, 
even if they can leave Meshed at all, cannot reach Seistan for a week. Plague also is 
apparently spreading in the absence of preventive measures, and adverse criticism on 
the part of other Govermnents threatened may be provoked. 

Our troops wiU, of course, be readily available if His Majesty’s Government think 
that double company could usefully be employed in the event of the present condition 
of anarchy continuing, as moral* support of local authorities to secure introduction of 
such plague measures as are possible, to arrest ringleaders, and to restore order. On 
this point we concur in opinion expressed in telegram dated the 9th instant from His 
Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Tehran. 

We again venture to ask that permission to construct telegraph to Seistan on behalf 
of Persian Government shoxdd be obtained without further delay, as first step towards 
security of Coiisulate, and as oaniest of frienrlly intentions of Persian Government, 
Until, however, causes of disturbances are more clearly ascertained, we will defer 
opinion as to reparation to be required. 


[13349] No. 58. 

Mr. Whitelaw Reid to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received April 19.) 

Sir, American Embassy, London, April 18, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that our Minister to Persia, Mr. Pearson, has 
made known to the Department of State his obligation to Mr. Evelyn Grant Duff, llis 
Britannic Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Tehran, and to Mr. A. C. Wratislaw, His 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez, for the “ ungrudging, constant, and 
efficient services rendered liy them to American citizens in north-west Persia.” Mr. 
Pearson warmly appreciates the good offices of these gentlemen; and it is a gratifying 
duty for me to advise you that these; cordial feelings are shared by the Secretary of 
State. 

I am instructed, therefore, to request that you will be so good as to convoy to 
Mr. Grant Duff and to Mr. Wratislaw the earnest thanks of my Government for their 
services to Americans in general in north-west Persia, and for the valuable assistance 
which they so kindly rendered to our Minister, particularly in connection with the 
Labaree case. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WHITELAW REID. 


[13345] No. 59. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received April 19.) 

Sir, India Office, April 19, 1906, 

IN reply to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 17th instant, I am directed hy Mr. Secretary 
Morley to say that he concurs in the terms of the draft Megrana which it is proposed 
to send to Mr. Grant Duff in reply to his telegram No. 105 on the subject of the 
situation in Seistan. 

Mr. Morley would, however, suggest, for Sir E. Grey’s consideration, that 
Mr. Grant Duff should also be informed that the Government of India have been 
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uuthorized to send the whole of the Rohat double company to Nasratabad, in the event 
of His Majesty’s Consul considering their presence to be absolutely necessary for the 
protection of the Consulate and of British subjects. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


' 13358] No. 60. 

Mr. E. Grant Buf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 19.) 

(No. 108.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 19, 1906. 

Ills Majesty’s Consul in Seistan telegraphs as follows: — 

“ A plot of land, previously selected with the concurrence of the Itisham, for one 
of our traders, was yesterday formally marked out, and handed over by that official. 
Two Ilnssian signallers, with half-a-dozen Seistanis, came immediately afterwards, 
and, on the plea that they had already purchased the site, openly demolished the 
])illais. Their claim to previous purchase is denied by the Itisham, but, even if it 
were true, wliich I do not believe, I venture to submit that the action of the Russians 
Avas unjustifiable. After recent events I fear that the loss to our prestige will be 
incalculable unless action is taken.” 

L liave replied as follows : — 

“ Incident has been brought to the notice of the Russian Chargd d’Affaires and 
tlie ]Mushir-ed-Dowlch.” 


113353] No. 61. 

Mr. E. Grant Diifl'to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received Aprilld.) 

(No. no.) 

(Ti'h'graphic.) P. Tehran, April 19, 1906. 

1CIJil- L-MALIK-SIAll extension. 

Persian Govi'rnmi'nt again decline to grant the extension for the reasons 
|)reviously given. 


[13348! No. 62. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 19.) 

(No. in.) 

(Telegrai)hic.) P. Tehran, April 19, 1906. 

RUSSIAN road scandals. 

Russian Minister of Communications has turned back from Julia. Remaining 
members of the Commission are expected to arrive shortly at Tabreez. 


[13364J No. 63. 

Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey .— {Received April 19.) 

(No. 112.) 

(Tcli'graphie.) P. Tehran, April 19, 1906. 

IR'lUSO-TUmClSII frontier dispute. 

My telegram No. 73 of the 23rd ultimo. 

I have been askcnl by Persian Government what steps have been taken by His 
JMajesty’s Government. 
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[13365] No. 64. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 19.) 

(No. 113.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, AprillQ, 190Q. 

I WAS to-day informed by the Mushir-cd-DoAvleli that the Persian GoAau’nment 
cannot give the land which His Majesty’s Government claim, as Russia would make 
similar demands in the north. They are prepared to grant a reasonable area round 
about the buildings of the Telegraph Department, and further ground can be rented if 
required. 

I replied that I was not empowered by my instructions to accept anv area less 
than that held from 1868 to 1880. 

The area demanded exceeds 3 square miles, and I venture to suggest that this is 
rather large. It is highly unlikely, in my opinion, that the Persian Government will 
sanction anything approaching it. 


[13345] No. 65. 

Sii Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff'. 

(No. 62.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 19, 1906. 

SEISTAN riots. 

Have Persian troops from Meshed, referred to in your telegram No. 90 of the 
7th April, yet reached Seistan? Even if Persian Government desired to punish 
ringleaders, arc you satisfied that they are locally strong enough to do so ? You 
appear, in your telegram No. 90, to deprecate dispatch of small British force to 
Seistan, and complications would be likely to arise fi-om the dispatch of a large one. 
If, hoAvever, Consul considers it absolutely necessary for protection of British subjects 
and Consulate, Government of India have been authorized to send to Nasratabad the 
Avhole of the Robat double company. 

You should continue to urge on the Persian Government the adoption of the 
necessary punitive measures, pointing out that their failure in this respect would 
constitute a proof of their inability to adequately protect Ilis Majesty’s Consul in 
Seistan, and would comjicl llis Majesty’s Government to take steps accordingly. 

AboA^o is Avith reference to your telegram No. 105 of the 15tli instant. 


[13432] No. (hi. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received April 20.) 

Sir, India Office, April 19, 1906. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to request that you Avill draiv 
Sir E. Grey’s attention to the Viceroy’s telegram of the 15th instant on the subject of 
the state of Seistan. 

Subject to Sir E. Grey’s opinion, Mr. Morley does not see any reason to depart 
from the instructions conveyed by him to the Government of India in his telegram of 
the Gth instant. 

I am, &c. 

• (Signed) A. GODLEY. 


No. ()7. 
[Nil] 


[ 1017 ] 











[136301 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edviard Grey.—{Received April 21.) 

(No 115.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 21, 1906. 

PO LLOWIN G from Government of India:— 

“ Letter of the 18th March from His Majesty’s Eesident at Bushire. Luristan 
trade route. 

“ The present docs not seem to us a very suitable time for taking up the matter, 
seriously, hut Vice-Consul at Ahwaz might, perhaps, be able to visit the Vali of 
Pusht-i-Kuk and find out something as to his attitude and position, and as to the 
nature of llu* country. We should be glad of your opinion on this suggestion. 

“ (Eepcated Bushire.) ” 

I have sent the following reply :— 

Any lu'gotiations i-egarding the Luristan trade route would lie between His 
Majesty’s Government and the local Chiefs. No assistance would be given by the 
Persian Government, iior, in case of outrage, would redress be granted by them. The 
ultimate question, tluirefore, seems to be whether, with a view to increasing our 
political influence and trade, His Majesty’s Government are prepared to spend a sum 
of inoiK'y ex])erimontally. 

“If so, instructions might be sent to Vice-Consul at Ahwaz to enter into 
preliminary lU'gotialinns with the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuk. Events here scarcely affect 
the ([uestion, ;is tlie power of the Central Government is almost non-existent in those 
regions. T am sending a copy of Major Cox’s dc.spatch to London by the next 
messenger.” 


[137081 No. (iO. 

Mr, E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 21.) 

(No. ilfi.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Teh an, April 21, lUOQ. 

SELS'PAN disturbances. 

Your tehigram No. 02 of the 19th April. 

Colonel of Cossack Brigade has I’cceivc'd no definite orders for the disjiatch of 
Cossacks to Seislan, and they have not yet left Tehran. There is already one Persian 
regiment, ntimlx'ring about 400 men, at Nasratabad. 

If tlu' Ik'rsian Oovernment chose to punish the offenders I think they could do 
so, 1 am informed by the Mushir-cd-l)owieh that the local authorities are not at 
pn'sent in a position to make arrests, and that the Persian Government are sending a 
sp(‘eial ollleial to Sefistan with orders to investigate. This will probably lead to no 
satisfactory rt'sulf, and will take a long time. 

A note in accordance with the instructions contained in your telegram has been 
sent to the Persian Government. 


[13631J No. 70. 

.Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 22.) 

(No. 117.) 

(Telegrai)liie.) B. Tehran, April 22, 1906. 

ANG 1jO- 11US81AN laud dispute in Scistan. 

My telegram No. 108 of the 19th instant. 

Ills Majesty’s Consul in Seistan hdegraphs as follows:— 

•• In my telegram No. 106 I omitted to mention that the Itisham’s servant who 
erected the pillars was struck by the Bussians. A guard of Beluchis has now been 
placed by the llussiaus on tlu' site umler dispute. The land is an open site, and the 
only claim to it a})pears to he that it goes with an adjoining house recently leased by 


the Eussians. The Eussian Consul was asked by the Itisham to produce documents* 
but declined to have any^ dealings with that official, and returned one of his letters 
without opening it. Details are being telegraphed by the Itisham.” 


[13632] No. 71. 

Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received April 22.) 

(No. 118.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 22, 1906. 

I WAS asked yesterday by the Mushir-cd-Dowleh to furnish the names of the 
persons who attacked His Majesty’s Consulate in Scistan. I replied that it was the 
duty of the Persian Government to identify and arrest the offenders, but that I would 
send instructions to His Majesty’s Consul to furnish the names, if it were within his 
power to do so. 


[13633] No. 72. 

Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 22.) 

(No. 119.) ‘ J \ } 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 22,1906. 

1 U .yS se)it for to-day by the Mushir-cd-Dowleli, who said that the Turkish 
frontier dispute was becoming very seiaous, and that the Shah had ordered him to 
speak to the Eussian Charge d’Affaires and myself on the subject. Intrigues were 
going on in Soujboulak between the Mollahs and the Turkish authorities, and the 
non-arrival of the Persian Commissioners and rumours spread by the Turks to the 
effect that they intended to annex Kurdistan had greatly excited the people of the 
neighbourhood. The proposal that the Turkish forces now in Persian territory 
should be withdrawn as a preliminary to a frontier Commission had been absolutely 
declined by the Porte. The Persian Government, acting on the advice given to the 
Persian Ambassador at Constantinople by the Eussian and British Ambassadors, had 
hitherto refrained from taking military measures, but in order to protect their 
territory they Avould now reluctantly be forced to do so. My advice was asked as to 
what form these military measures should take, and when I declined to offer any 
adviccj on this subject, the Mushir-ed-Dowloh begged that I would refer this question 
to you. 

He asked also how far Great Britain and Eussia considered it their duty to 
intervene in disputes on the Perso-’furkish frontier, and inquired whether there was 
any further hope of di])lomatic intervention by those Powers. 


[13699] No. T6. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 23.) 

(No. 271.) 

- , Sc Peteiwburgh, AprillQ, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a private letter which T have 
addressed to Count Lamsdorif on the subject of the incident of the run organized 
against the Imperial Bank by the Bancpie des Prots, which is under the direction of 
the liussian Pinancial Agent in lohrau. I also took measures io bring the incident 
to the knowledge of the President of the Council, under whom is the Ministoi- of 
Finance. 

I thought it advisable to take this step because I am convinced that neither Count 
Liiins<lorfr^ 1101 Count Witto would approve of the action taken lu this matter by the 
liussian IWk, and because it appears to me to be desirable, in the interests of the 
good lolatious of two cqnntries, that snch incidents should be at onco brought to tho 
knowledge of the bussian (lovornnicnt in a frank and friendly manner, on the under¬ 
standing that TIis Majesty’s Government would not n'sent a similar act of frankness on 
the part of the Bussian Government. 

I venture to point out that my communication was of a private character, and was 
in no sense official, and that, shoidd yon disapprovi' ol th(‘ step taken, a communication 
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io that eiTect cau be made either here or in London. The communication Avhich I 
made could not 'vvell liave been delayed, as it coincided with the loan negotiations now 
being carried on in London. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Inclosure in No. 73. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Count Lamsdorff. 

< Saii t-Petersbourg, le 1" (14) Avril, 1906. 

i> reJerant a ma note personnclle du 4 (17) Fevrier, jc me permets d’attirer 

1 attention de votre Exeellence, a titre personnel et conhdentiel, sur un fait riui s’est 
passe a I eheran, cpii me parait regrettable an point de vue du maintien des bonnes 
relations entre nos ressortissants on Perse. 

A otre Itxccllcuce se souviendra cpi’un bruit lui est parvenu d’apres lequel le 
CmLivernement Anglais serait en train de negocier un emprunt en faveur du Gouverne- 
menl ('rsan et au profit de la Ranqne de Schah-iu-Schahi. Comnie j’ai eu riionneur de 
veils le (lire, il a y avait rien de vrai dans ce bruit. J’ai ajoute qu’cu diet le Gou- 
veniement 1 ersan dcvait une assez forte somme ii la Panque Schah-in-Schahi, mais que 
]('((Oiivernemcnt Lritannique, vu les considerations deja connucs a votre Excellence 
avail reliise do prefer son eoneoiirs tant ii la Ranqne qu’an Gonvernement Persan 

Pans ees eireonstances j’ai le regret de constater que le l^'-- (14) Mars (e’est-a-dire 
apivs la dale (le ma communication a votre Excellence) une rciunion a en lieu dans les 
Inin'unx (|e la Lan(|ne d’Escompte a Teheran entre I’Administration de la Banque el 
d('s negoeianfs I ('rsans, en yne d’organiser une irruption a la f’.anquo Sehali-in-Sehahi, 
eluy liuinelle, en ellel, du a jnsqn’au II ]\lars s’est pi'esentee nne ionle de per.sonnes 
qiii out (Unnandi' le I'emboursoment en argent complaiit des billets (imis par la Banque 
7 y I'l • Inllf'ts ptysenles jiour paiement s’est porte a la somme 

|^l'j^“’'V ’ * brans, donl ,H)0,()U0 krans ('taieni invsentes ])ar la llan'que d’Esoompte 

_ -b' dois ajonter cpie, contrairemenl a [’usage habituel, la Banque d’Escompte 

n avail pas iirevmm d avancc' la llampie 8ehah-in-Schahi de son intention de pnWnter 
c('s Inllefs pour paiement. 

^ II esi .'i eraindiv (pi’niie impression penible lie se ])rodnise dans le monde linancier 
a l.ondii's, (mi eonsecpienee d une telle (hhiuirche organisee sons h's aiispici's d’nne 
(Mdreprise (pu se tronve .s(,nmise ;i la direction de i’Agent du Minisldre Imperial des 
1' inanees busses. ^ 

Dans la I'erme eoidiamv (pie votre Excellence apprii'cii'ra le motif de la franchise 
de la eommiinication luveedente, je la prie, &c. 

(Signd) CECIL SPRING-KICK. 
[13660] No. 74. 

N// A. 0 Conor to Sir Ktheurd Grey.—{Received April 23.) 

(No. 260 . Coiilideiitial,) 

I Tiw'i.mi 1 . , Constantinople. April \7, ]'J06. 

1 iiA\ Ii the honour to report that up to the present nionient no progress has been 
innie in the negotiations between tlie Ottoman Government aiultlie Persian Ambassador 
lor the evacuation of Kassova, and the a])pointment of a Mixed Commission. 

n the other liand, reports arrive from the Consuls at IMomiI and Sivas stating, as 
jici inelosed de.s[)atelios, that three battalions, with twelve guns, have left the former 
pacrq and -bOot) of the new type of Mauser have been forwarded from the latter iilace 
(ir \ isne and the I ersiaii frontier. Other indications are not failing of the determination 
ol tlm ^ultan to provide tor all contingencies in ca.^e ol a conflict m those regions. 

I he bussian Ambas.sador, whom I saw this afternoon, told me that the Sultan had 
a leu (hns ago sent liis Second Secretary, tzzet Pasha, to sec him and to say'tlmt, 
ia\ing caie ally examined all the documents and maps connected with the Turco- 
J er.sian Iron her IBs .A ajesty was convinced that Zahijan, Visne, and Passova belonged 
h_\ right to 1 urkey and were within her frontier limit. 

iM. Zinoview reid-ed that he could not accept tiiL statement, which was disproved 
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by the maps prepared by the British and Russian Commissioners and officially presented 
to the Porte thirty-seven years ago, that Passova was absolutely outside the zone within 
which the frontier was to be found, and that his Government could not admit the present 
pretensions of the Ottoman Government. He wished, however, to know whether the 
Sultan desired him to inform his Government that he w’ould not withdraw his troops from 
Passova or agree to a Commission of delimitation. Thereupon Izzet Pasha begged the 
Ambassador not to make this statement to his Government, and alluded to the 
Commission which the Sultan wished to appoint with a view to further inquiry. 

M, Zinoview further informed me that he had been requested by his Government 
to give his opinion as to the measures that would be taken to induce the Sultan to with¬ 
draw his troops from Passova, and that he was very much at a loss to know what to 
answer. In fact, he did not see what measures they could take, in view of the condition 
of affairs in Russia ; and he rather agreed with me that, before we had recourse to 
language implying actual constraint, our Governments should carefully consider the 
question and endeavour to come to a common understanding. 

The whole question is one fraught with considerable difficulty owing to the actual 
military weakness of Russia, and in a certain degree to the natural reluctance of both 
our Governments to embroil themselves in an affair which may possibly be brought to a 
peaceful solution by the two Moslem Powers immediately concerned. 

It contains, however, the elements of complications possibly threatening the 
existence of Persia, which at present is wholly unable to offer any effectual armed 
resistance, and, from another point of view, it opens a prospective of a Pan-Islamic 
propagandism which neither ourselves nor Russia could regard without serious concern. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 74. 

Major Ramsay to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, April IG, 1906. 

CONSULAR Agent at AIosul reports that on the 25th March following forces left 
Mosul for Wazna: 5th Battalion 24th Artillery Regiment with six guns, 5th Battalion 
23rd Infantry Regiment, also another battalion of infantry, of wliich number is not 
given. 

March 27.—Six additional guns with infantry. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 74. 

Mr. Jewett to Sir N. O'Conor. 

Excellency, Sivas, April 6, 1906. 

I HAA^E the honour to report that I am credibly informed that 8,000 of the better 
type of Alauser rifles are requisitioned from this district (Sivas, Tokar, Zile, Amassia, 
and Gurun), to be sent to A^ismi', near Sulimanieh, and these guns are to be replaced 
by inferior ATausers sent from Constantinople. 'I'he guns began to leave Sivas on the 
31st Alarch. Eorty-five waggon-loads have left up to date, each carrying three cases, 
or 4,050 rifles sent up to date. 

It is said that these rifles arc to arm a new division of troops for service on the 
Persian frontier. 

The expenses of this movement of guns, estimated at 13,000 liras, is to be paid by 
this vilayet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) AIILO A. JEAVETT. 


[10(7] 
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13665] No. 75. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 23.) 

(^^o. 265.) 

Sir, Constantinople, April 18, 1906. 

\\ ITH reference to my despatch No. 260 of the 17th instant, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a note from the Persian Ambassador at this Court, which I received 
this morning, expressing the thanlcs of the Persian Government for the aid given them 
])y this Phnhassy in the Turco-Persian frontier question. 

I nT-VP /VP 

(Signed) ’ N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 75. 

Prince Riza Khan to Sir N. O'Conor. 

Ambussade de Perse, Stamboul, 

i\l. I’Aiidoassadeur et cher Collogue, le 17 Avril, 1906. 

J’Al rhonneur d’envoyc'r a vutre Excellence ci-inclus la copie on Pcrsan ainsi que 
la traduction (in Jangup Eranc^aisc d’une lettre qui vient de m’etre adressee par le 
Ministere des AlTaires Etrangcres de Teheran, qui m’a et(^ remise par notre courrier 
ipccial. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe) Prince M. RIZA KHAN. 


IncloBure 2 in No. 75. 

Persian Minister Jor Foreiyn Affairs (o Prince Riza Khan. 

(Traduction du Pcrsan.) 

VOd'Rl'l AltosHC a bion voulu noter I’appui et I’aide que son Excellence I’Ambas- 
sadeur d’Anghit(’rr(' vous pr(''l(' dans la (picstion dc; Vazne et Lahidjan. Votre rapport 
a dtc souinis a Sa Majestc'' Inqa'i'ialc le Schab, notre aiiguste Souverain, qui a daign6 
s’exjirimer ainsi ; 

“L'amitic' sincere (jui existe depuis si longtemps entre I’Angleterre et la Perse est 
un bon gage poui' assurer le concours de Phonorable Ambassadeur de cette Grande 
Puissance, afui de soutonir les jiistes reclamations de notre Ambassade.” 

Vt'uillcz exprimer les vifs remerciemonts du Gouverneraent Persan a son 
Exei'lb.'iiee. 

l)ieu veuilb’ que ses ddmarcbes aniicales soient couroim6es de succes et qu’elles ne 
resteul pas sans n'sxdtat. 


L13834J No 76. 

sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 23.) 

(No. 65.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, April 23, 1906. 

'I’O-DAV I made fresh ropreseutations respecting the question of the Turco-Persian 
frontier to tlie Grand Vizier. His Highness denied the statements of the Shah’s 
GovorniiK'ut as reported liy the Persian .\ndiassador and l)v Mr. Grmit DulT in his 
telegram ol the 22nd instant. 

1 subs(Hpu'ntly nn't by appointment at tlu' Peisian Embassy my Russian colleague, 
M. Zinoview. 

We adopted llu' view that Pu' Persian Government should, if possible, avoid an 
armed eonllict, and that tlu' Persian .\mbassador should himself call upon Izzet Pasha, 
8('eond Si'en'tary to tlu' Sidtau, and make' the' following proposal:— 

I'o advlh(' the Shah to send Commissioners to Passova, on condition that the Sultan 
will promise that on their arrival the Ottoman troops shall 1 h' withdrawn within the 
zone in dispute and proceed with the delimitation of tlie frontier. 
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The general interest which the German Ambassador has shown in the question is 
not without significance. His Excellency has supported our representations at the 
Porte. 


[13835] No. 77. 

Mr. Sprina-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 23.) 

(No. 72.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, April 23, 1906. 

AFFAIRS of the Persian Gulf. 

Henjam. Count Lamsdorff has sent me an unofficial verbal message to the effect 
that, from information received, a British gun-boat was sent for the protection of Aiaha 
against Persia, whose sovereignty was questioned, and that obstacles are being placed 
in the way of the construction of the Persian custom-house by the British authorities. 
In reply, I propose to say— 

(a.) That the dispatch of the gun-boat was for the protection of British subjects 
in the event of disorders, in consequence of measures threatened against Arabs by the 
Persian authorities ; 

{b.) That the question of the settlement of the telegraph station limits, which the 
Persians are disputing, in spite of the land having been occupied without protest for 
twelve years, forms the subject of present negotiations ; moreover, that there is no 
intention of interfering with Persian sovereignty or with the administration of Persian 
Customs. 


[13895] No. 78. 

India Office to Foreign Office .— {Received April 24.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by dij-ection of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams 
relative to the Seistan disturbances. 

India Office, April 23, 1906. 


Inclosure I in No. 78. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. April 18, 1906. 

MY telegram of the 2nd instant. 

I have received from you no telegrams from Consul, Seistan, of more recent date 
than the 31st ultimo. Please keep me informed. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 78. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. April 23, 1906. 

YOUR telegram of the 18th instant: Disturbances in Seistan. 

Maepherson’s later telegrams were not repeated, as situation was easier and 
disturbances were not renewed (see my telegram dated the 16th instant). You should, 
however, receive on the 27th instant copies of all telegrams from Seistan up to the 
7th instant, which have been posted by mail of the 12th instant. Grant Duff has 
presumably repeated telegrams of more recent date which have boon addressed to him 
by Maepherson. At Maepherson’s request four more hospital assistants arc being 
sent by us to Seistan. 
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No. 79. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to 8ir Edward Grey.—{Received April 24.) 

(Xo. 120.) 

n\4erfrapliic). Tehran, April 24, 1000. 

KOLLOWINd afldressed to Scistan :— 

“ Plague iu Scistan. 

“ Your telegram No. 108. 

“ I arn taking all possible steps to have prominent i\lullahs nominated to the Tehran' 
Sanitary Clouneil and to that of Scistan. 

“ The Persian Govenmicnt have meanwhile asked Sheikh Reza to preach to the 
jjeople of Seistau in favour of rpiarantine. 

“The (!ossacks for Seistaii leave here on the 2Gth April, and the Momtahen-es- 
Saltaneh, who has hesen appointed on special service in the place of the Itesham-ul- 
Vazareh, will kaive for Xasratabad shortly.” 


[14186] No. 80. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spriny-Rice. 

(No. 181.) 

Sir, Foreiyn ({ffice, April 2 t, 1900. 

I 'i'Ohll donut lieiickendorif to-day that the Persian Government liad been talking 
at 'Ik'liran of taking military measures on the disputed Turkish frontier, and had been 
pi’CBsing for advice. 

1 said it was obviously futile for them to attempt to do anytliing themselves, and 
also not v(M-y easy to say what wo could do in addition to the representations which we- 
had already made at donstanlinople. 1 thought, however, our next representation 
miglil lak(' the foi'in of asking the Turkish Governmeiit to submit the; frontier dispute 
to the arbitration of Russia and Great Britain, in accordain e with the Agreement 
which had b('en come to between us many years ago, and connminicatcd with 1dm to 
the Porte. 1 was afraid the Turkish Government would not agree to this, and, in that 
ca.ic, I should be very glatl to know what nu'asiires the Rus^lan dovernment would 
suggest. We would l)e (jiiite willing to consider anything which tlaw had to propose. 

I took the o])portnrdly of explaining to Count Penckendorlf that the presence of a 
Ib'itish shii) of war at the Gland of llenjam had no political signilicance. It had been 
sent llu're because there' was a danger of coullict between the Persian Goverluucnt and 
the Arabs. We did not dis])ute Persian sovereignty, but wo wished to protect our own 
teh'graph station and our British employes. We had ])een in occupation, for tlu' 
puri)oses of our telegraph station, of certain land there for tw^lvo years, and the object 
of tiu' ship of war woidd not be to disturb, but to preserve, the status quo so far as 
iSritish ])roi)erty and British subjects wore conccrnetl. It had no political significance. 

1 also mentioned to Count Benckendorif, unollicially, that 1 liad heard that the 
Russian x\g('nts in Seistau had forcibly removed boundary pillars from a piece of land 
which had been sold, with the consent of the Persian authorities, to a British sul)ject. 
1 did not mention this ollicially, because I was waiting for further information. But, 
in view of the fact> that Seistau wa^ very disturbed, and that the ()uarantine Regula¬ 
tions gavi' rise to much troul)le, I hoped the Russian Government would send 
conciliatory Instruelions to their Agents there, so that no advantage should be taken of 
the situation to prejudice British interests. It w'as desirable, when dibturbances (d this 
sort arose, that our respective Agents should act in concert. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) blDWARD GREY. 


[140801 No. SI. 

Mr. E. Grunt Duff to Sir Edward Grey .— {Received April 25.) 

(No. 12;’..') 

(Teh'gra|ihie.'l 1 Tehran, April 2^), lUDb. 
PPRSt )-Tr l; K ISI1 front ier disput('. 

.\<'eordiu,'; III a report which 1 have reei'ived 1 roin 1 li^^ .Majesty’s Cousul-dt'uertd at 
'I'abree/, the di-^triel between Sc»uj Bouhdv tiiid Crmi i^ being ravaged by the Kurds. 
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Danger to Christians will be even greater than it is at present if hostilities 
break ou. 

I would suggest that the Turkish and Persian Governments be warned that His 
Majesty’s Government will hold them responsible for the lives of British subjects. 


[13432] No. 82. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

. Foreign Office, April 25, 1906. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 19th instant, relative to the state of affairs in Seistan. 

Sir E. Grey concurs in the opinion of the Secretary of State for India that there is 
no reason to depart from the instructions conveyed to the Government of India on the 
6 th instant. But I am to point out that when the Persian Government were originally 
informed of the dispatch of a British force to Robat, they were told that the troops 
were sent as a precautionary measure in view of plague, and “ in order to render 
assistance to the Persian Government if required.” Sir E. Grey considers that this 
offer must be borne in mind, although it appears so unlikely that the Persian 
Government will apply for the assistance of British troops, that it is scarcely necessary 
to consider the contingency at present. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[14097] No. 83. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received April 20.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley. 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 20th April, relative to the affairs of Seistau. 

India Office, April 25, 190G. 


Inclosure in No. 83. 

Mr, Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, April 20, 1900. 

GRANT DUFF’S telegram of the 15th instant. Following reply sent 19th 
instant:— 

Dispatch of large British force to Seistan would be hkcly to cause complications, 
and your telegram appears to deprecate sending small force there. I should be glad to 
know whether Persian troops _rcferred_ to in that telegram have reached Seistan and 
whether you are satisfied that, if thej' wished to punish ringleaders, Persian Government 
are strong enough locally to do so. Authority for dispatch of whole of Robat double 
company to Nasratabad, if Consul considers it absolutely necessary for j)rolection of 
Consulate and British subjects, has been given to Government of India. Persian 
Govenmicnt should be informed by you that their failure to adopt necessary punitive 
measures, which you should continue to urge upon them, wa)uld prove their inability to 
afford His Majesty’s Consul in Seistan proper protection, and that llis Majesty’s 
Go’-'ernment would be compelled to take steps accordingly.” 
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[14080] 


No. 84. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor. 

^Sf'Sphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 26, 1906. 

YOU may act as suggested in Mr. Grant Duff’s telegram No. 123, in connectioa 
with the danger to Christians on the Turco-Persian frontier. 

The Persian Government will receive a similar warning. 


14080] No. 85. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 67.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 26, 1906. 

YOU may act as suggested in your telegram No. 123 in connection with tha 
danger to Christians on the Turco-Persian frontier. 

The Porte will receive a similar warning. 


[12940] No. 80. 

Memorandum communicated to Persian Minister, April 26, 1906. 

ON the 5th ultimo a Memorandum was received from the Persian Minister 
respecting the heating inflicted by the Vizier of Pars on a witness sent to him by Hia 
Majesty’s Consul at Shiraz. 

Sir E. Grey is surprised to learn from a despatch received from Ilis Majesty’s 
Charg6 d’Affaires at Tehran that no apology for this incident has yet been offered, 
and he would be glad to know whether the further explanations promised in the 
telegram from tlu' Mnshir-ed-Dowloh, which was communicated on the 5th ultimo, 
have reached tlu' Persian Legation. 

Foreign Office, April 2(), 1906. 


[12949] No. 87. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 61.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 26, 1 9 

1 ILWl'i received your despatch No. 90 of the 30th idtirao regarding the rumoured 
reai)|)ointment of the Prince Shoa-cs-Snltaneh as Governor-General of Ears. 

^'onr ai'lion ii] tlu' matter has my aj)proval. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


[13349J No. 88. 

Sir Edivard Grey to Mr. Whitelaw Reid. 

Your E.xcollcncy, Foreign Office, April 26, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowl('(lge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
iSth instant, requesting that the thaidrs of the Government of the United States may 
be convoyed to llis Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Tehran and to Ilis Majesty’s Consul- 
G('neral at Tabreez for tlndr services to .\morieans in general in North-West Persia 
ainl for th(> assistance which they have rendered to the United States’ Minister at 
'I’ehran, particularly in connection with the Labaree ease. 

1 hav(' leaiait witli much satisfaction that Mr. Grant Duff and Mr. Wratislaw were 
able to be of s('rvice to .Mr. Pearson and to American citizens, and I shall not fail to 
convey tlu' thanks of the Unit('d States’ Government to these gentlemen, as requested 
by your Exct'llency. 

1 have, Ac. 

j (Signed) EDWARD GRE\. 

1 _ 
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[13699] No. 89. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr, Spring-Rice. 

(No. 185.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 27, 1906. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 271 of the 16th instant respecting the run 
organized by the Russian Banque des Prets at Tehran on the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

I approve your action in the matter and the terms of your communication to 
Count Lamsdoifff. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


[13104] No. 90. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, April 27, 1906. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 14th instant, relative to the case of a Persian subject who has committed an 
offence on board a British ship in the harbour at Bahrein. 

Sir E. Grey, after careful consideration of the matter, is of opinion that, before 
coming to a decision, it would be desirable to obtain further information on certain 
points. The view of the Government of India that no objections would be raised 
locaUy to the man being tried by the British Political Officer at Bahrein may be well 
founded, but it does not exclude the possibility of objections on the part of the Persian 
Government, who might decline to recognize the precedent set in the case of the 
subjects of the Sultan of Muscat. It is true that British protection over Bahrein 
has lately been notified to Persia, but it seems undesirable to raise at the present 
moment a question of jurisdiction which might involve discussion and controversy. 

I am tlierofore to suggest, for Mr. Secretary Morley’s consideration, that the 
Government of India should be requested to furnish further particulars of the case, 
especially as regards the present whereabouts of the culprit, with a view to seeing 
whether the case might not bo dealt with in some more convenient manner. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[14383] No. 91. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—[Received April 28.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morloy, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
telegram from tlie Viceroy, dated the 27th instant, relative to the plague in Seistan. 

India Office, April 28, 1906. 


Inelosurc in No. 91. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 27, 1906. I 

FOLLOWING telegram, dated the 19th instant, received from Maepherson, 
regarding plague in Seistan ;— 

“ Nothing is being done to check plague, which is spreading rapidly over district; 
present situation very unsatisfactoiy as regards the disease. Unanimity is impossible, 
owing to divergence of political views of members, in Seistan Sanitary Coimcil, which, 
as at present constituted, is powerless, impracticable, and impopular. Mullahs, who 
are unrepresented on Council, oppose anti-plague measures, and measures adopted up 
to date have been merely compromise. 
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“ 1 would n'coiuiueud idoutiricatlou ol leading Mullahs witli sauitaiy measures by 
l!ieir appointment as members of Sanitary Council, the latter being reconstituted on 
jjopular basis, unless we can obtain complete direction of operations ourselves. Either 
ihe hersiati doctor, or, failing him, ihe Deputy Governor, to be President. ^ European 
('leraent to remain advisory, and to be reduced to the minimum. Carrying out of 
medical and disinfecting arrangements to be entirely in the hands of Muliaiumadan 
doctors and Mullahs, by whom European doctors will be advised. 

“ Enforcement of* measures to prevent spread of plague outside Seistan, now, 
p( 5 rhaps, most important duty of any, to be the only function of the Customs Depart¬ 
ment. I venture to think that our position is quite special, in view of unique experience 
of our doctors in dealing with plague, and that this should be recognised by Persian 
Government.” 

hcconslitution of Sanitary Council and other measures suggested by Maepherson 
are, we an' disjjosed to think, desiralde. 

n'ebran informed.) 


[14433] No. 92. 

)S')V N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Greij.—{Received April 28.) 

(No. 70. Confidential.) 

('I’elographie.) P. Constantinople. April 28, 190G. 

l'’U()N'riiGv. dispute between Turkey and I’ersia. 

Yi'sU'i'day my llussian colleague called upon me and said that Count Lamsdorff 
had iiisinielud liim to colder with me w'ith regard to a suggestion that you made to 
Count Di'iickemlorlT, that tlu' Porte should be invited to submit to the decision of the 
two mediating Powers the question at issue. 

I n'pliial that I thougld the I-*orte wendd ahiiosl certainly refuse, and that, unless 
we w('!•(' |)rc])ared to go furtlu'r, ^ve ought to extunijic the matti'r very carcfidly before 
venturing on a course' which might ('iitiiil a rebulf and a serious loss of credit. T w^ont 
on to say, how'ever, that a waruinu might be conveyed to the Porte to the effect that 
pei-^ist('nei' in a policy which iiu'iiacial tlie preservation ol onh'r, not mily in Persia but 
aho III the regions of the Persian (iiilf, could not b(> viewed by us with iitdilference. 

\i. Zinoview doi'S not, it is evident, I'ousidc'r his Government to be at the present 
niouieut in a position to adojit any kind of military measures, and I should be reluctant 
to set'Ills Majesty’s hi nbassy pressed into an unduly prominent position in regard to 
this matter. 

A large force of all arms is now concentrated at Vezue, and the uew's wdiich I 
coidinuc to receive from j\rosul reiiorts the further dispatch of several battalions to that 
plac('. To pri'cipitate a conflict w'ould be folly on the part of the Persians, but grave 
disorders, possibly leading to a general conflagration, which may eventually force us to 
take action, are very likely to ensue among the Kurdish tribes acting under Turkish 
influence. 

1 do not, ho^\('Vl'r, ipdl(' see what more w(' can do for the moment beyond putting 
all [lossibh' di])lomatic pressure on the Porlc'. nnles& appealed to by both parties I 
take it that our Tri'aty obligations do not compel us to intervene. 


[144301 No. 93. 

.Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 2S.) 

(No. J2-t.) 

('Ik'legrapldc.) P. Tehnin, April 28, 1900. 

PLAGUE in Seistan. 

1 concur in the views as to the reconstruction of the Sanitary Council expixsscd 
in the telegram No. 1299 from the Government of India to the Secretary of State for 
India. See also my telegram No. 120 of the 21th instant. 

The consent of the Persian Government may, however, be didicnlt to obtain. 


[14565] No. 94. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received April 30.) 

(No. 278. Confidential.) 

Sir, Constantinople, April 24, 1906. 

IN my telegram No. 65 of yesterday I had the honour to report that the German 
Ambassador was giving proof of considerable interest in the Txu’co-Persian frontier 
question and was supporting the representations made by my Russian colleague 
and myself, and I added that Baron von Marsdiall’s action appeared to me very 
significant. I no\v take leave to supplement my telegram with the following 
ohservations. 

The appointment of a tried and able official like M. Stemrich to the post of 
German Minister at Tehran, is, as I pointed out in my despatch No. 2G9, Confidential, 
of the 21st instant, sufficiently indicative in itself of a more active policy in Persia, 
and unless I am very miicli mistaken, the new German Envoy will play a much more 
iniporluiit role in Persia than did his predecessor. Count Rex. I am willing to believe 
that the anxious desire showm by Baron von Marschall to interfere in the dispute 
provoked by the Ihirkisb occupation of Bassova is in some measure due to appre- 
beusion lest a serious conflict in the Azerbidjan district should extend to Northern 
Mesopotamia, and iuduc-e an unsettled condition in tlu' country to bo traversed by the 
Bagdad Railway ; but I am still more disposed to regard llis Excellency’s intervention 
as a sign of his Govornmont’s desire to prove to the Shah that Germany lakes an 
interest in Persian affairs, and regards them as naturally failing wdthiu the sphere of 
her inflnenco and action. 

Baron von Marschall is not particularly addicted to paying visits to his colleagues, 
but the other day he called at the Persian Embassy, and took some trouble to impress 
oil Prince Riza Khan that be had spoken very seriously about the Turco-Persian 
imbroG'lio to Izzet Pasha, the Sultan’s Second Secretary, in wffiose hands tlie conduct 
of the question has been placed, and how he had pointed out the illegality of the 
Turkish action in occupying and retaining possession of Passova, which, being to 
the east of the debateable zone laid down in tlu' Anglo-Russian Commissioners’ map 
of 18G9, must incontestably be in Persian territory, lie expressed also the wish to he 
kc'])t iid'onuod of the course of the negotiations, and contrived tliroughout his convor- 
saliou to convey the impression that (U'rmany was interested equally wdth the two 
mediating Powers in the question, and lhal his benevolent interf'eronce merited the 
graloful recognition ol the Persian Government. The Persian Ambassador appc'ars to 
have fallen into the trap at once, and to have thankfully expressed his appreciation of 
Baron von Jtlarschall’s eoml'orling assurances and unsolicited support. 

When his Highness told me Avhat had oceurri'd, 1 suggested tluit he miglit do well 
to secure the sujiport not oidy of Germany luit also of France' and the otlu'r Groat 
Powers, as 1 had no do\dit that all tit' Ambassadors at Gonstautiimple w’ould be as 
ready to afford reasonable support and aid in composing the quarrel as our German 
colleague had been. 

Prince Rizei Klian replied that he w'ould explain the situation to tlie French 
Ambassador and the Italian Charge d’Aff'aires and invoke their good offices, and I 
myself took an opportxmity tliis afternoon of acquainting j\l. Coustans Avith the present 
phase of this question. 

Another symptom of Germany’s interest in Persian affairs, which Ave cannot afford 
to overlook and which Avould seem to hi' part and parcel of some jiolicy for a definite 
end, is the recent cstalilishment by the llamburg-AnK'riean Company of a service of 
steamers to the Persian Gulf. 

in face of the above facts it appears to me very probable that if Great Britain and 
Russia do not very soon come to an agreement Avith regard to their respective' intevi'sts 
in Persia, they may find themselves confronted there Avith Germany very much as did 
France in Morocco. Indeed, 1 am almost afraid tliat tin' psychological moment for an 
arrangement a deux may he already passed. 

As I walked Avith my Russian colleague from the Persian Embassy, Avhero wo met 
yesterday to discuss the froutier dispute, 1 mentioned to him my idea that Baron von 
Marsehall’s attitude in the (question Ijoded a more active interest in Persian affairs, 
which might make us ri'gret that av(' had tarrii'd so long in eomiug to an under¬ 
standing. M. ZinovicAv replied tliat things did Avear that appi'arance, but that, as I 
kiu'Av, 111' bad ahvays bi'cii in favour of an understanding with England, and he had 
[1617] T 
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not failed to express that opinion to his TJuvernment, feehn^ that he was entitled to 
do so on account of his intimate acquaintance with and long residence in Persia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOE. 


[14475] No. 95. 

Mr. Spriny-IHce to Sir Edward Gny.—[Rradved April 30.) 

(No. 281.) 

Sir, St. Petershurgh, April 24, 1906. 

I HAVE tlu' lionour to inclose lierewitli copy of a private letter which f have 
rec('ivc(l from Count Lamsdorlf in reply to the letter which I had addressed to him on 
tlie sulqeet of the run on the Imperial Bank of Persia, which, as was stated, was 
organized in the office of the Ilussian Banque d’Escompte. You will observe that 
M, Criiljo, tlu' Manager of the B-ussian Bank, entirely denies the accusation that his 
bank was concerned in the run on the Imperial Bank, and asserts that, on the 
contrary, lie ofh'red Ids assistance by continuing to accept the notes i.ssucd by tliat 
institution. lie also denies tliat he failed to give due notice of the intention of the 
Banque d’Esconijite to olTcr notes for payment. In conversation with M. Ilartwig, 
I told him that T had communicated the account of the incident to Count Lamsdorff 
in a private manner, and in pursuance of the desire he had expressed that the two 
Govei'iiments should communicate with one another frankly as to any question 
which might arise of a nature likely to lead to a misunderstanding. He said he was 
grateful for the step I had taken, and exju'csscd the hopi' that th. incident was now 
at an end. 

"With ri'gard to iM. Cruhe’s statements, I may remark that, according to the 
account furnished to me by M. Rabino, the Manager of the Imperial Bank, certain 
nativ(' hankers connected with Tabreez held a meeting in the Banque d’Eaeompte with 
a view to conci'rted action against the note issue of the Imperial Bank, and subse¬ 
quently waited uiion the richest merchant in Tehran and assured him that the Banque 
(l’Escom|ite had agreed to finance the movement, which, in fact, began shortly 
afterwards. lie also is positive as to the fact that no notice was given by the Bank 
of its intention of presenting notes for payment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Inclosure in No. 95. 

C'ount Lamsdorff to Mr. Spri7ig-/\icc. 


M. Ic Chargd d’AlTaires, Le 10 (23) AvriL 1906. 

POUR faire suite a ma lettre en date du 3 Avril courant, je m’empresse de vous 
fairi' {larl des renseignements ([ui me sent jiarvenus au sujet des faits qui se sont 
passes a 'I'dheran dans les premiers jours du mois de Mars dernier, lors du commence¬ 
ment du “ boycott ” des billets emis par la Banque Schah-in-Schahi. 

La premffire impulsion avait dtd donnde a ecs dvenements par le fait quo la 
liausse du prix de I’argi'ut avait provoque une exportation notable des krans Persans 
aux Indes, oh on les faisait fondre pour en frapjier des roupies. Le manque do 
monnaic ipii en rdsulta out pour effet de provoquer la defiance envers les billets de 
Banque Sehah-in-Sebahi et les commer 9 ants Persans commenchrent a presenter ces 
billets au paiement d’abord a Ispahan et Yezd, imsuite ii Tauris et a Teheran mcme, 
oh !(' mouvi'iuent jirit des dimensions pins considerables en raison ni6rae de I’irajior- 
tance de co inarche. fa' “ boycott ” so deroula sans quo la Banque d’Escompte y eht 
aucunement partieipe. Le bruit concernant un conciliabule qui aurait eu lieu dans 
les bureaux de la Ran(|iu' d’Escompte de Teheran entre 1’Administration de cetto 
deruihre et les negociauts indigenes, en vue d’organiser une presentation en masse des 
billets de la Banque Anglaise au paimuent, est absolument denue do tout fonderaent. 
Le.s faits, tels qu’ils <e sont jiasses en realite, font preuvo, au contraire, non seulement 
d’une attitude tout a fait correcte de la Banque d’Escompto envers la Banque Schah- 
in-Sc!iahi, mais encore du soutieu ((uo la immuhrc de ces banques accoi’da a I’autre 
dans des circonstances partienliC'rement graves. II paralt que do nombreux eoni- 
mer^ants se sont pivsentes a la Banque d’Escompte en dimiandant a savoir si ello 
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a^eptait les billets en question pour les paiements en cours et recut une renonse 
T T ’billets par le public commenga vers le 6 Mars 

L affluence de monde h la Imperial Bank of Persia dtait teUement grande que k 
place situde devant 1 ddifice se trouvait combine par la foule. La Banque qui 

Tou^"^ avait emis des billet.s 

1 ion onn^?n^ ’ disposait que d’une somme uc .surpassant 

na nfns de clifficultds au change et nc remboursait 

p . _p s de 5,000 tomans par jour, ce qui ne reprdsente dvidemment qu’une somnu' 
T> les billets atteiguit au bazar Ic taux de 10 pour cent La 

Banque d Escompte, amsi quo toutes ses agonces, dans le seul but d’accorder leur 
ppui dans la mesure du possible a la Imperial Bank, continuaient a accepter les 
® affluaieut dans la journee, mais, ne pouvant ondrer lours caisses de 

valours qu il leur etait impossible de remettre en circulation, vu les rofus du public do 
les accepter, et dtant tenues de satisfaire en monnaie sonnant(> aux exiles des 
clients, se voyiuent obligdes de presenter ces billets a la Banque Schah-in-Schahi tons 

mL't’ouria Bn d’argent II est a noter speciale- 

ment quo la Banque Russe s est mvariablement conformde a I’usage dtabli et ne 

manquait pas de prdvenir la Banque Anglaise des demaudes d’espcces qu’elh; comptait 
lui presenter et que cost, au contraire, cette dernidre qui faisait volontairement^des 
retards au change II paraitrait quo le Chargd d’Affaires d’Angleterre i\ Tdhdran 
avait communique oralemcnt a M. Grube, dans unc‘ conversation particulidre la 

EAdministration de la Imperial Bank dlevaR litre la 
anque d Kscomple, a quoi il lui fut rdpondu qu’uue plainte parcille, faite d’une 
manuri' offieudle, aurait provoque de la part do I’Administration de la Banque 
I Escompte une action en '^alomnie, d’une manidre egalement officielle, et par 

iw of pS '''■ 1 “”“’ Dtacteurdola 

_ Je me plais a constater le earaetdre tout a fait precis des faits duoneds ei-dessus 

Veuilloz, &c. 

(Signd) LAMSDORFF. 


[14697] No. »6. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff’ to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 30 ) 

(No. 126.) 

(Telegiaphic.) I i v at Tehran, April'60, 19QQ. 

j3Ali.illiARl load, hour telegram No. 69. 

Government of India to send you a copy of Major Morton’s 
report direct. It has only ,]ust reached me. •' ® 

the riad urgent appeals on my part, have promised to repair the 


114433] Xo. 97. 


/>T -.V Tidwurd Grey to Sir N. O’Conor 

(JNo. oa.) 

^ PE7^SO^^Ul)klSll Irontiur disputes. 

t" the elteut that the Porte ini«ht lio 
/•. ’ ^ hussian and His Majesty s Governments, jointly to refer to their 

ofa concerning the Persian boundary; tluit, in^he probable event 

Uiat we should lU ‘ I did uot see what steps could he lakcu ; but 

that we Bhould ho prepared to take into cousidoratiou any steps which miul t he 

rXif ilidr I “8-- that we slioufd noTc.x 1 e ouS 

ourso V s is te 0 "th 0 eISIUT'' ‘tff^tion for 

fhelnuof .t!r!r ’ ^ Egypt au fioutier. Some other questions may be cleared up at 

Ab ve ,7“ T tf »tron« mcasur;., about that one. ' 

Abo\c IS with reference to your telegram No. 70 of the 28th instant. 
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[131241 ^'o. 98. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 

(So. 190.) 

gir, Foreign Office, April 30, 1906. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 211 of the 27th ultimo, reporting the 
communication of the Seistan Water Award to the Russian Government. 

The terms of your letter to M. Hartwig on this subject are approved hy His 
hlajesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


[14923] No. 99. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 2.) 

India Office, May 1, 1906. 

Wl'ldl rclcrcnce to my letter of the lOtli May, 1905, and Sir 11. Walpole’s letter 
of tli(' 20ili Septemher, 1905, on tlic subject of tlic insecurity of the trade routes in 
South-Kastern Persia, I am directed hy tlie Secretary of Slate for India in Council to 
inclose, for tlu' consideration of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a 
U'tter from the Government of India on the buhjcct. 

Tlie proposals of the Governmeut of India for the improvement of the existing 
state of tilings are to establish new Comsular Agencies at Bampur (unless the Persian 
Government continue to malce our acceptance of a Persian Consul at Quetta a condition 
of tlieir as.scnt), at Rafsinjan, and at Sirjan ; and they estimate the eost of each Agency 
at about :]00/. a-year, besides a small outlay on initial expenses. 

Tliej further propose to increase temjiorarily the Consular guard at Kerman hy 
18 sowars, for the purposi' of enabling small detachments to travel periodically 
between ikindor Abbas and Kerman, thus affording traders an opportunity of sending 
their caravans under escort. 

d’he cost of this proposid is (‘stimated at about 1,060/. a-year and 470/. initial. 

I’he e.xpeudif lire involved in these measures would, under the existing arrange¬ 
ment, ln> divisible bi'tween the Imperial and the Indian Exchequers, and it will be 
seen that tin' I'eeommendations of the Government of India arc made subject to the 
condition that the cost shall be so divided. 1 am therefore to inquire Avhether the 
Secri'tary of State for Foreign AlTairs would be prepared to approach the Lords 
Commissioners of llis ]\lajcsty’s Treasury with a view to their accepting a moiety of 
the expense. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 99. 

The Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

S;ii-, Fort WiUiuin, March 15,1906. 

WE havi' the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Brodrick’s Secret 
d patches dated respectively the 12th iltiy and 22nd September, 1905, in which our 
views are iindted regarding pro[)osals for improving the security of the Bunder Abbas- 
Kermau trade route. 

2. Of the various proposals Avhich have been made in connection with this 
question, two appear worthy of serious con.sideration— 

{a.) The proji'cted increase in the number of Consular offiei'i's in the neighbour¬ 
hood ; 


L . .. 
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{b.) The establishment of road-gnards, and the increase of the Kerman Consular 
guard from 6 to 21' sowars. 

3. In connection tvith the first scheme, we observe that His Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran considers tha^^ the Persian Government miglit agree to the apjiointment of 
Consular Agents at Sirjan and Rafsinjan, and that he entertains no doubt that a 
Consular Agent Avould be recognized by the Persian Government at Bampur. if the 
Government of India would withdraw their objection to the residence of a Persian 
Consular officer at Quetta. We arc of opinion that the appointment of Consular 
officers at these places Avould be beneficial to the intcre.sts of British trade, and Avould 
fulh justify the comparatively small expenditure likely to be involved. We consider 
that the officers may be ordinary Indian Consular Agents, Indian Hospital Assistants 
Avithoiit Consular status, or Indian Hospital Assistants Avith the rank of Consular 
Ageni, but preferably the last, and avo should be prepared to jiay a moieiy of the 
emoluments and of the cost of their establishment. A statement is attached which 
shows tliat the estimated cost of the appointment of these Consular Agents Avould be 
1,200 rupees initial, and Vb46l' rupees annually recurring. We do not, hoAA*eAmr, 
think it advisable that the proposal to appoint a repre.sentative at Bampur should be 
pressed if the Persian Government should make our acceptance of a Persian Consul at 
Quetta a condition of their consent, as the objections to such an appointment already 
detailed in Secret-Fxternal despatch dated the 22nd May, 1902, seem to possess 
additional force in the light of the experience of the past three years. In case it be 
finally decided that it is not advisable to press for as many as three fresh Consular 
posts, we may mention that, in our opinion, the scale of importance in present 
cii’eumstances is as folloAvs; Bampur (as being the centre of a district AAdierc at 
lircscnt there is no British Consular supervision at all, and as being nearest to the 
Indian frontier); Rafsinjan, the centre of the most populous district in the province 
of Kerman, and point of junction Avhei’O the Bunder Abbas post loaves the main 
Kerman-Yczd line; and Sirjan which, though staled by Major Sykes to be the key of 
the main caravan routes, is at present unconnccU'd by telegraph Avith the outer AAmrld. 
We concur in the recommendation contained in Major Sykes’ letter to Sir A. Ilardingo 
of 27th February, 1905, that steps should be taken to open a telegraph office at 
Rafsinjan, and that Sirjan should bo connected Avith that place by a branch telegraph 
line. It may, hoAVCAnr, be advisable to defer moving in the latter project until our 
agent has been installed at Sirjan. 

4. With reference to Mr. Brodrick’s despatch of the 22nd September, J905, we 
agree fully with the aucavs expressed by Caiitain HaAVorth as to tbe need for special 
measures for the protection of the trade routes between Bunder iVbbas and Ki'rmau, 
and Ave concur in the terms of the note addro.ssed by Sir Arthur ilardingo to the 
hiushir-ed-DoAvleh on the 2iul August, 1905. We see no suificient ivason, however, 
for making a spontaneous offer of a subsidy to assist the Sliah in tlm pi'rformanci' of 
duties which it is obviously incumbent upon the Persian GoA^ernment them.seh'-es to 
discharge. Wo also think there avouUI be advantage in the cautious and experimental 
adoption of the suggestion adA'anced by Captain IlaAVorth, that small detachments from 
his escort should travel periodically botAveen Bunder Abbas and Kerman, and tliat 
traders should be afforded the oiiportunity of dispatching their caravans under the 
convoy thus afforded. For this purpose Ave should be prepared to make a small 
temporary increase in the number of Indian troopers enifiloyed in this part ol Persia. 
A statement is attached, Avhicli shows that tlie estimated eost of increasing the Kerman 
Consular escort from 6 to 2t sowars would be 6,98i rupees initial, and 15,774 rupees 
recurring, excluding clothing. Sinci* Captain llaAA'orth’s proposals Avere formulated, 
a small mounted escort has been altached to (lu* Consulate at Bunder Abbas. This 
detachment might be utilized in co-operation with the Kerman escort, and a part of 
the further increase Avhich Avould be required might be attached to the Vice-Consul 
whose temporary apjiointmcnt to Bam Avas sanctioned in your telegram of the 
18th January last. 8hould the Persian Government object to such an arrangement, 
they raighi be reminded that tlie measure had been necessitated by the insecurity 
against which avc ha\e so frequenlly urged them to guard, and it might be e.xplained 
thai Ave hoped that the informal expedient thus temjiorarily adopted might avert the 
need for measures of a more far-reacliing character, such as were recently foreshadowed 
in the instructions given by Lord Lamsdowne to Mr. Grunt Duff in connection Avith 
tin* anarchy which now prevails in Pars. 

5. 'I'lic total value of the trade of the port of Bunder Abbas for the last three 
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years lias, as shown in the margin,■■■■ averascd nearly half-a-million sterling, of which 
a considcrahlc pro])ortion has been witli the United Kingdom; and though it would 
Ijb difficult to form a just estimate of the increase likely to result from the proposed 
measures, we are convinced that the trade cannot expand to anything approaching its 
full possibilities until a reasonable measure of safety has been secured on the route. 
The general insecurity prevailing on the trade routes in Soutbern Persia is apparent 
From the instructions issued to Mr. Grant DufF, as stated in the telegram to his 
Excellency the Viceroy, dated the 30th November, 1906. We would also invite a 
reference to the despatches, cited on the margin,! from His Majesty’s Legation at 
Tehran bearing on this question. We desire in this connection to invite attention to 
the recommendations made by Mr, Gleadowe-Nevveomen, President of the Commercial 
Mission to Persia, on pp. 19-27 of his Report, which was communicated to 
Mr. Brodrick in our despatch Secret-External of the 7tb December, 1905. The 
adoption by His Majesty’s Government of the present proposals will be all the more 
necessary should Ibey decide eventually to proceed with the larger scheme of 
developing communication from the coast to the Central Persia Plateau vift Minab and 
Regan, which is strongly recommended by the Commercial Mission, and in regard to 
w'hicb his Exccdlency the Viceroy addressed Mr. Brodrick in his telegram of the 
19th August, 1906. 

0. I’he total expenditure involved in the foregoing proposals, as shown in the 
attaelu'd statement, amounts to 8,184 rupees initial, and 29,238 rupees recurring, 
exclusive oF a small provision for the clothing of the additional sowars. A moiety of 
these charges should, wo consider, be met by the Imperial Exchequer, in accordance 
with the principle at present regulating the division of charges for the maintenance of 
British interests in Persia. Tluj modiftcation of this principle, which was accepted hy 
us in the Viceroy’s telegram of the; 12th December, 1905, and which provided that 
His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India should, in future, be held 
responsibh' for any increase due to their own initiative in the cost of their respective 
Consulates, is, w'c take it, only a general rule which applies to existing Consulates, and 
which may be departed from for good cause in particular cases. It appears to us that 
this is such a case, since British trade interests are very largely concerned. We 
wo\ild therefore wish it to be understood that our recommendations, as stated in the 
above paragra})hs, arci subject to tbc condition that a moiety of the expenditure will 
be met by the Imperial Exchequer. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) MINTO. 

KITCHENER. 

A. T. ARUNDEL. 
DENZIL IBBETSON, 

H. ERLE RICHARDS. 

J. P. HEWETT. 

E. N. BAKER. 

C. H. SCOTT. 


• Total value of the trade of Hunder Abbas;— 



1902. 

190.3. 

1904. 


I £ 

£ 

£ 

Imports 

399,291 

449,14.-. 

317,808 

Exports 

97,331 

13.8,632 

122,165 

Direct trade with the United Kingdom— 




Imports .. 

Exports .. 

130,228 

1.31,211 

99,134 

8,994 

7:oi)7 

7,493 


fNoveinber 1, I'.tO.'i, and imdoaures ; Peccniber Ti. IDO.'i, and inclosure. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 99. 


Estimated Cost of Establishing a Consular Agency in South-East Persia. 


Rupees. 

Expenditure on account of outfit, provision of tents, camp furniture, &c. .. 4(i0 

Cost of three agencies .. .. .. .. .. 1,200 


Recurring. 


Pay of Agent 

Sumptuary allowance .. .. 

House allowance .. 

Munshi ., 

2 peons at 12 rupees each .. 

Stationery—Petty contingent expenditure 
2 sowars at 20 rupees 
Toshakhana allowance 


Total 


Co.st of three agencies 


150 

40 

20 

40 

24 

10 

40 

50 

374 per mensem, or 
4,488 per annum,* 

13,464 „ 


Estimated Hecurring Cost of adding 18 Sowars to the Kerman Escort. 


1 dafad.ir at 42 rupees per mensem "I 

2 lance dafadars at 37 rnpee.s per mensem >581 rupees per mensem, or 

1 5 sowars at 31 rupees per mensem J 

Rations for above.. 

Peed .and keep of horses ,, 

4 syces at 9 lupees each, 36 rupees per mensem 

Recurring total .. 

Initial Charge. 

Provision of horses, saddlery, and line gear for above .. .. 


Rupees. 

6,972 per annum, 

6,300 „ 

2,070 „ 

432 


15,774* 


6,984* rupees. 


[14995] No. 100. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 3.) 

India Office, May 2, 1906, 

WITH reference to Mr. Grant Duff’s telegram No. 116 of the 21st April, regarding 
the Luristan road, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to inclose, for Sir E. Grey’s 
consideration, ti copy of a telegram from the Government of India on the subject. 

Subject to Sir E. Grey’s opinion, Mr. Morley is not disposed to move in the 
matter at the presemt time, 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 100. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley, 

(Telegraphic.) P. jipril 25, 1906, 

ON the 20tb April we adtlressed following telegram to Grant Duff, and repeated 
it to the Resident in the Persian Gulf:— 

“Your telegram, dated the 21st March: Trade route in Luristan. With 
reference to letter from Major Cox, dated the IBth March, perhaps Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, 
might be able to pay visit to Vali of Pusht-i-Koli and find out something about nature 
of country and attitude and position of Vali; but we doubt wliethcr present is very 

• Exclusive (jf a small ch.arge for clothing, which has not yot been calculated. 











suitable time for taking up matter seriously. If you would let us have your views 
w 0 should be glad.” 

Heply to above is telegram from His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran, Ko. 171, dated 
the 21st April, which was repeated to the Loreign Ofdce. Should whole question be 
left over for the present, or do you desire that action as suggested should be taken by 
Vice-Consul, Aliwaz? 


[15107] No. 101. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 4.) 

THE Under-Secrctary of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign AfTairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards berewdtli, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 1st May, relative to the ofl'enee committed by a 
Persian subject at Eahrein and the question of jurisdiction. 

India Office, May 3, 1900. 


Inclosiire in No. 101. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(I'el('gnii)liic.) 1’. Office, May 1, 1906. 

BAllPElN. Your telegram dated the 0th ultimo. Can you, with a view' to 
d('vising some mor(' (amvfmient manner of sc'ttliug ease, obtain further particulars, and 
especially of tlu' present whereabouts of the jx'i’son im}dieau;d ? At present moment 
raising with P(M‘sia of qneslimi of jurisdiction is very undesirable. 


[151891 No. 102. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 4.) 

THE Under-Secretary of Stat(' for India presemts his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of Stab' for Foreign Alfairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards heinwitli, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
t('legram from (he Viceroy, dated the 3rd !May, relative to the plague in Seistan. 

India Office, May t, 1900. 


Inclosurc' in No. 102. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

('I'l'legraidiie.') 1’. May 3, 1900. 

1 EEPFjA'r, for your inform-ition, following telegrams from IMacphcrson, dated 
resj)ectiv('ly the 2r)tb :ind 20tb ultimo, regarding jdague in Seistan:— 

1. “ Arrival at llirjaml of llussiau doctor, wdlh a few Turkoman sowars and four 
Pussian Cossacks, is anuoimeed.” 

2. “"With reference to extract 19 of Part III of Seistan plague series, no 
inslrueiions as to disjjosal of compounder and extra hospital assistants have yet been 
reeei\i'd by me. 

“ Either commissioned medical ollicc'r, or, at any rate, picked military assistant 
surgeon, should be sent to Birjand, where at present we have no doctor, if competition 
Avith lliissians on eciual t('rms is intc'iuU'ih There remains third alternative of asking 
]\'r'-ian (iov('rnment that our right to ('([ual partiei[>a(ion in ([uaranline arrangements 
m:i\ he formally I'ceognized, at the same lime giAing status of A'iee-Consul, Avith an 


■escort equal to that of Hussian doctor, to HoAV'son, and sending hospital assistant to 
Pirjand. It is desirable that a decision regarding this question of medical arrange¬ 
ments at Birjand should be arrived at.” 

As regards sending British doctor to Birjand, llis iMajesty’s Charge d’Atl’aires at 
Tehraii is being consulted by us. 


[3 5282] No. 103. 

Consul-General Sir JV. Ward to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received May 5.) 

(No. 1.) 

Sir, Hamburg, i\fay 2, 1900. 

WITH reference to Sir Eldon Gorst’s despatch No. 2 of the 27(h ultimo, c-onveying 
to me Amur instructions to furnish my observations as to the truth of the rej^ort AAhich 
appeared in the “ Times” of the 23rd ultimo, to the effect that the Hamburg-American 
Line had announced that it Avill shoj’tly inaugurate a uoav steamship service from 
Hamburg and other European ports, to ports in the Persian Gulf, T have the honour to 
state as folloAVs ;— 

It is true that the 1 lamburg-Amcrican StcamshiiA Compan,y contemplate establishing 
a monthly steamer service from Hamburg via Ajitwerp or Rotterdam and Mediterranean 
ports, and \da Port vSaid to the Persian Gulf, Avhicli is to commence running about 
nc'xt September, and I am informed that the Company has for this piu-posc already 
appointed an Agent at Bushire. 

The Directors of the Hamburg-American Steamship Company consider that they 
Avill, in course of a short time, be able to obtain sufficient freight for this ncAv steamer 
service, viz., more es]Aecially sugar, piece goods, &c. On the other han.d, hoAvever, 
competent persons at Hamburg are also of opinion that this project of the Hamburg- 
American Line is by no moans certain yet of being realized, for the intended service 
AA'onld. it is thought, doubtless meet Avith serious competition, not alone on the part of 
the llritish Peninsular and Oriental Line, but also on the part of the German Ilansa 
Line, the A^essels of AAdiich uoav already call on their homeward voyages from Bombay 
and TCnrrachee to HambTirg at Persian Gulf ports. 

I may, perhaps, Avith reference to this subject, take the liberty of tramnitting 
inclosed heroAvith, for j’-our infoimation, a translation of an article Avliich a]A])eared on 
the 28th ultimo in the loading Hamburg neAvspaper, “ Hamburger Nachrichtcii,” and 
Avhich professes to be a letter sent to this papew by its Oonstantino])l(' c'orres])ondent. 
1 am, of coAirse, not able to give any opinion as to AA'hetlu'r the statements made in this 
letter may be correct or not. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WILJdAM M'APD. 


Inclosurc in No. 103. 

Extract from the “ Hamburger Nachrichten ” of April 28, 1906. 

(Translation.) “ Constantinople, April 24, 1906. 

“ THE noAvs that the iramburg-Amorican Steamship Company had decided to 
inaugurate a steamer service to the Persian Gulf has caused considerable uneasiness to 
the British Embassy at Constantinople. Groat Britain regards the Persian Gulf as lier 
OAvn parlicidar sphere of interest, and she Avill no doubt look upon this project of a 
German Steamship Company, especially in conncctio]i Avith the Bagdad Railway, as an 
unw'^arrantable infringement upon this sphere. 

“ As to whether such a line aauU be financially profitabh', I am not able to fom 
any opinion. It is, hoAvover, a fact that for some yc'ars already the wish has been 
expressed by the Geiman Consulates at Bagdad and Bushire that German Steamship 
Companies should (‘xtend their steamer lines to the principal ports of the Persian Gulf, 
that is to say, as far as Bussorah, AAdiich, no doubt, one daA' aauH form the terminal 
point of till' Bagdad Railway. 

“ Agains[ this vicAv it is, hoAAmver, asserted in other quarters that the condition of 
affairs in Borsia, as avcII as iu the Eiqjhratcs and Tigris Yalley&, is not of a character 
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to render the establishment of a Oej-man Steamship Line in the Persian Gulf 
desirable. 

“ However this may be, a steamship line between Hamburg and Bussorah will 
contribute towards gi’adually accustoming the British to the idea that they are not the 
exclusive masters of tlic I'ersian Gulf.” 


[15379] >*'0. 10 i. 

Mr. E. Grant iJuf) to Eir Edward Grey.—{Received May b.) 

(Ho. 128.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Tehran, May 5, 190(1. 

FOLLOWING addressed t(j India;— 

“ liirjaiid quarantine. 

“Persian Government has been ashed to fiunish Captain Watson, whom you 
propose to send to Birjand from Turbat-i-lTaidari, with quarantine powers equal to 
those of the llussian doctor.” 


[15400] No. 105. 

.Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 5.) 

(No. 129.) 

('relegr.q)hic.) P Tehran, May 5, 1906. 

bl'ihS'l'AN diht.urhances : d'elegram of th(' 1th instant from His Majesty’s Consul 
in Seistan to Gcjvan'iiinent of India. 

Tlu'rt' is no sign here that any steps will be taken to arrest (he ringleaders in the 
Nasratahad riots of tlie 27th Dlarch. 

8ome time' ago T sent in their names to tin' l^sian Govermnent, and demanded 
100/,. damages estimated by Consul. 

I recommend thi-eat to P('rsian Government that if satisfaction is not given and 
corajiensatioiv paid within a reasonable time we shall bring in troops to Nasratabad. 


[15005] No. lOG. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grant Duff. 

(No. 73.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 5, 1900. 

should mak(' a proposal to the Persian Government with regard to Ilenjam, 
that the ground .should be accurately surveyed in order that a settlement of the question 
may be hu'ilitated. 

If tlu' Persian Government agree to this, instructions will be sent to the Govern¬ 
ment of India to send to Henjam an ollicial properly qualified to survey. 

Above is with reference to your t(’lcgram No. 113. 


[15401] No. 107. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.~{Receirtd May 0.) 

(No. 13t).) 

(Telegraijhic.) P. Tehran, May (i, 1906. 

PEKSO-TURKhSll frontier dispute. 

Persian Govorumi'iit have appai-ently .icquicsced in the non-withdrawal of the 
Turkish troops, and are stnuling a Commission to the Turkish frontier under the 
Persian Minister at llorlin, who is at present in Tehran. 
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[15445] No. 108. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 7.) 

(No. 288.) 

Sir, Constantinople, April 27, 3906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 260 of the 17th instant, I have the honour to 
report that the Russian Ambassador called on me by appointment to-day and read to mo 
correspondence which he had received from Count Benckendorff and Count Lamsdorff on 
the subject of the Turco-Poisian boundary question. 

The Russian Ambassador in London reported that he had heard from you that you 
had advised the Persian Government to avoid being led into hostilities, but that, though 
you considered the action of the Turks in occupying Passova to be wholly unjustifiable, you 
did not clearly see what measures the mediating Powers could adopt. His Majesty’s 
Government would, however, be ready to give their most careful consideration to any 
proposals which the Russian Government might make to bring pressure to bear on the 
Porte with a view to the withdrawal of the troops. 

The second document w-as a telegram from Count LamsdorlT, instructing 
M. Zinoviev to discuss the situation with me and to report any conclusions we might 
arrive at. 

We had a long conversation, but, though we failed to reach any definite result as to 
any measures that could be taken, it was clear to me that the Rus-sian Government do 
not feel that they are in a position to employ the pensua.sive force of a military move on 
the frontier. M. Zinoviev vnooted the possibility of our calling on the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment to submit the question to our joint arbitration, to which I replied that I saw 
objections to sucli a course, unless wo were pre))arcd to insist on the proposal being 
accepted. Simply to make the proi)o.sal, which, in existing circumstances, I felt sure 
would be rejected, and then do nothing, would lower the credit and power of both 
Powers. 

I .said that, although it could not be denied that the information wo had of the 
movement of troops all pointed logically to aggressive intentions on the part of Turkey, 
I could, neveilheless, not help Ihinking that the Ottoman Government would not carry 
things to that extreme, as I felt that our joint intervention and the interference of the 
German Ambassador, whatever might be the motives that prompted it, could not fail to 
have considerable effect in favour of Persia. W^e could, however, go a little further than 
we had yet done, without making a definite proposal of arbitration such as he had spoken 
of. We might, if we saw fit, give the Turkish Government to understand that if matters 
were pushed to extremes wo could not remain indifTcrent spectators, and if their 
policy resulted in a conflagration, not oidy in the districts immediately in dispute, but 
also throughout Southern Persia and the Persian Gulf regions, 'I’urkey would only have 
herself to thank if she drifted into grave danger. Such a conflagi'ation once set alight 
might move in any direction, and if it retiu’ned on its authors they would find the results 
very different from wliat they had expected. 

I concluded by saying that, at any rate, I .should like to think out trie question 
more carefully, and promised M. Zinoviev that I would discuss it again with iiim in a 
few' days. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


[15450] No. 109. 

Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 7.) 

(No. 294.) 

Sir, Constantinople, May 1, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, since I wrote nay despatch No. 288 of the 
27th iiltinao, the Turco-Persian Frontier has entered on a new phase, and one wdiich I 
hope may pave the way to a friendly solution. 

The Persian Ambassador has been constantly pressing the Porte to send him a 
reply of some kind to liis notes of the 17tli March (copies inclosed in my despatch 
No. 188 of the 20th March), as he felt that the failure to do so was tantamount to an 
insult, considering the language of the Turkish communication, to wdiich they were an 
answer. 

On the 26th ultimo ho renewed his representations to the Grand Vizier, and urged 
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liira to accept one of two alternative proposals, in both of which the question of the 
evacuation of Passova would he tacitly dropjjed. The first was to the effect that the 
I’ortc should agree to refer the whole question to the arbitration of the two 
mediating Powers, and the second that a joint Turco-Persian Commission should meet, 
and that, in the event of their being unable to come to an Agreement, the Porte 
sliould accept the Anglo-ltussian Protocol of 1865. The same evening the Persian 
projiosals and representations were laid before the Sultan by Perid Pasha, who, after 
an audience of some hours, was authorized by Ilis Imperial Majesty to request the 
Ambassador to send his Dragoman to discuss the question with Izzet Pasha, the 
1 raperial Second Seerdary. Prince Diza Khan agreed to do so, and, at the interview 
which took place next day, Izzet Paslia explained to Ohannes Khan tliat the question 
could only he settled if the Persian Government would send a Commission to examine 
the question with the Turkish Delegates already on the frontier, and on the Dragoman 
inquiring wliether, in that case, the Ottoman troops would he removed from Passova, 
replied tlial this was absolutely impossible, as the I'ccupatiou of that place had been 
efi'ect('d by the Sultan’s ovvji orders, and that, whetlicr their presence there was 
justifiable or not, the troops could not be withdrawn. 

Matters seemed thus to he at a deadlock, but yesterday the Persian Ambassador 
returned to tin' charge, insisting with the Grand Vizier on his right to receive a reply 
to his notes, and hinting that a refusal on the part of the Porte to do would be inter- 
j)r('ted as a (h'sire to break off negotiations, and that the relations between the t^^o 
IMiusulman countries would bo subjected to a serious, and even dangerous, strain. 
Finally, hovvc\ev, a compromise on the lines suggested by the Ambassador was arrived 
at, by which the Porte was to address a rej)ly to the Persian Embassy, requesting that 
the i’fM'sian Govc'rnnienf should send a Commission to meet the Turkish Commission 
on tin; frontier, while on his side the Ambassador engaged to transmit the note to his 
Government, on the undemtanding that it uould not repeat the offensive statement of 
the Turkish note of the ISth Mouliarrem (lith iMarcli) that not Passtiva only, Imt also 
otlier ])laci's evim further east were in Ottoman territory. No allusion Avas to be made 
to th(' ([ueslion of the evacuation of Passova, but the Persian Ambassador urged that 
i( would be well that the Ottoman Ambassador iit 'I'ehrau should be instructed to make 
a similar communication dii'cct to the Persian Goverjuneut. 

'file ^rurkish note reached the .Amhassador in due course, and this morning he 
called on n\e, as also on my llussiun colleague, with whom I had some further con¬ 
versation o]i the question last night, and infornu'd us of what had passed. We both 
expressed to his ilighiiess our opinion tiiat the ikn'sian Government should not reject 
the Turkish reejuest for the meeting of the Joint Commission, as the language of 
the note in wliich it was conveyed was friendly and conciliatory. I harm the honour 
to transmit a cop) of the note which Prince Ltiza Khan has since been good enough to 
send me. 

Tlie Persian Ambassador also informed me, confidentially, that ho had reason to 
beli('ve, from the language of the Grand Vizier, that the chief Turkish Commissioner, 
Ahidjid Pasha, would be supplied with a copy of the map drawn up by the Anglo- 
Pussian Commissioners and presented to the Ottoman Government in 1SG9. Vadjid 
Pasha Avould se(' from this map that Passova lay outside the debatable zone, and bis 
Highness hoped that on his reporting in this sense to the Palace it would bo possible 
to persuade the iSultau to Avithdraw Ids troo])s from that place, and that the question 
Avould then be susee])til)le of a di[)lomatie solution. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOil. 


Inclosure in No. 109. 

Note coiiiinunicalcd to Peraidu Kmli(0\stj b\j tSubliine Porte. 

(T’raduction.) 

J'Al I’honneur d’ticcuser reception ii votre Altesse de la note,en date du 27 Sepher, 
1921, inelus d’line pibee emanant du Minist6rc dcs Affaires Etrangeros de Tehei’an, 
concernaut les lieux eontestes. 

A ee sujet le ])oint de vui' du Gouvevnement Imperial a etc exprime a })lusicurs 
reprises an Gouvernement lm])erial de Teheran. 

La fei de 1’Islam t[ui ndie nos dimx Guu\eruements et le boil voisiuage exigent 
que cette question soil trauchee d’une faeun conlorme aux interets et aux droits des 
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deux parties, et par suite des ordres catdgoriques donnds a son Excellence Vadjid 
Pacha, Chef de la Commission, il n'existe plus aucun motif pour quo cette affaire reste 
cu souffrance. 

La sagesse dclairee de votre Altesse, et vos hautes connaissauoos des affaires, 
feront approuver la ndeessite que cette affaire ait une prompte solution. 

L’Ambassade Imp6riale de Tehdran est avisce; je prie votre Altesse aussi de faire 
des demarches ndeessaires pour que le plus t6t possible la Commission soit nommde et 
envoy ee de Tdhdran sur les lieux pour entrer en pourparlers avec notre Commission. 

Veuillez, &c 

(Signd) TEWFIK. 

Le 30 Avril, 1906. 


[ 15460 ] No. 110. 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received May 7 .) 

(No. 302.) (? 308.) 

Sir, Constantinople, May 2, 1900. 

VHTH reference to my despatch No. 291 of the 1st instant, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith copy of a Report on the Turco-Persian frontier incident which 
Mr. Avalon Shipley, Ills Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Diarbekir, has sent me from jMosuI 
whithiw he recently proceeded on a short leave of absence from his post which I had 
accorded him on the grounds of ill-health. 

The Report is the first complete and trustAvortby information which I have 
received of the origin of the present critical situation in the Laliidjan district, and it 
is interesting to trace the phases by Avhich an ordinary tribal quarrel, followed by the 
intervention of the neighbouring Turkish authorities at the instance of the Aveaker 
side, has been alloAved to develoj) through the intrigues and ambitions of Izzet Bey, of 
Kerkuk, supported by other persons of influence in high quarters, into an armed 
invasion of places lying beyond the neutral frontier zone, culminating in the 
occupation in force of Passova, and the concentration of a large number of Turkish 
troops on the Persian frontier. 

Mr. Shipley, Avriting on the 9th April, states that the Turkish force then on the 
spot consisted of eighteen battalions of infantry and two batteries of artillery; to 
those must be added the troops reported to have left Mosul for Vazneh on the 25th 
and 27th March, in the telegram copy of Avhich AA\as inclosed in my des])atch No. 260, 
Confidential, of the 17th ultimo. 

I have recently received a later telegram from His Maji'sty's Acting Consul- 
General at Bagdad, informing me on the authority of the Consular Agent al Mosul, 
that on the 7th April, the 2nd Battalion of the 32nd Regiment and the 3rd Battalion 
of the 33rd Regiment left that place for Vazneh, and that the Isi Battalion of the 
29th Regiment left for the same destination on the 9th ultimo. It is also reported 
that strenuous efforts are being made to collect transport near Mosul. 

According to these different sources of information, the Turkish force now 
stationed in the Lahidjan district Avould appear to amount to tAventy-tbree battalions 
of infantry and four batteries of artillery Avith tAA'cuty-four guns. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. 11. O’CONOR. 


Inclosuro in No. 110. 

Vice-Consul Sbipley to Sir N. O’Conor. 

Sir, Mosul, April 9, 1906. 

IT has been with great difficulty that I have been able to obtain any trustAvorthy 
information concerning the Turco-Persian frontier question, and the folloAving short 
re])ort Avhich I have the honour to submit to your Excellency is the result of sifting a 
great mass of conflicting details and piecing them together into a probable Avholo. In 
no case have I included a statement Avhich Avas not corroborated by either the Vali or 
one of the three Generals at present in Mosul AA'ithout qualifying it. 

Vour Excellency must excuse me if I go over ground already Avell knoAvn to you. 
The district on the Turco-Persian frontier called Lahtchau (Lahijan), Avhich includes 
[16471 Y 






82 


the villages of Vcznc and Passona (Passova), was, accorcling to the Turks, adjudicated 
to them about thirty years ago by a Mixed Commission sent to determine tlie boundary. 
The Turkish Government, however, have never exercised any real authority over the 
tribes which (uther inliabited it at the time or which have since been attracted to it by 
its fertility and the evident advantages of living on neutral territory. 

All these tribes arc Sanni, and I have little doubt that were they forced to choosi*. 
between tbe two Governments they would opt for the Ottoman; but hitherto they 
have refused to acknowledge either definitely, claiming Persian nationality when the 
Turks, and Ottoman when the Persians, claimed the payment of taxes. 

Thus, they lived happily and increased greatly, till, according to Alajor Said Bey, 
member of a Commission of which I shall speak piavscntly, they can now number 
15,000 riflo. Tlie pi'iiicipal tribes arc the Mangarur and Mamash The former has 
its head-quarters at Vi'zne, and had, till a short time ago, Papir Agha for Chief; the 
latter’s h('ad-([uarters are- at Passova, and its Chiefs were—again till a short time ago— 
Aluliammad Agha '.Mamasli) and his brother TTamza. 

(1 can, in spit(' of inquiries, hear nothing of Alehemet Agha, Slieikh of the lluhah 
(? Shihah) tribe mentioned in your Excellency’s telegram. Tlie Shikha live, according 
to my information, much furtlu'r north, on the Van-Urmia boundary-line, and do not 
ap|)ear to he dii’octly cojicerned in this matter.) 

Of these Chiefs, Muhammad Agha Mamash was the most powerful, and lie had 
succeeded in establishing a sort of control, nearly amounting to an independent 
Government, over the tribes in the Lahijan plain, llis brother llamza, jealous of bis 
power and angry at his own exclusion from any share in it, separated from him and 
appealed to the Turkish Government against liim. 

So far, tluMi, w('. hav(' nothing Imt an ordinary intertribal or family qnarrcl, with 
the usual appeal by tlu' weaker side to the titular authorities—a v('ry common oecuv- 
renee in tliis e-ountry; and it is very likely that the matter would have ended by 
Hamza’s iiK'rcly supplanting .Muhammad, with the help of a few za])tiohs, if olhn* 
influences had not heem at work. 

Wlu'ther a eertnin Tzzet Bi'y acd-ually planned and ('(foeted the ni])tuve between 
tbo hvo brotliers—as is held here—or not, this w'as tlu' opportunity for which he, was 
watching. 

Izz('t Hey is a native of Kc'rkuk, an important town in this vilayet, aud six 
months ago, wlu'u first he appi'ars on the scene, Cavalry Kaimakam. lie is dcserihod 
as very amliitious and perfectly unscrupulous, and, according to the Turks, it is he, for 
his own ('lids, who has roopi'iied the frontier question. 

Ap])eal('d to by llamza, Tzzet Bey intervened at once, reported that Aluliammad 
had built a strong fort (lommanding a delile h'adiiig into the Lahtchan plain, and 
obtaiiK'd permission to form a Commission to iiiquin; into the matter. Aceomiiaiiicd 
liy tno KStiitf odlcci's and tifty cavalry, by Hamza himself with over 100 of his men, and 
by Hais .Agha, of lln; Naiighour, nf an equal number, this force of about 300 proceeded 
to attack Muhammad’s “ fort.” 

.Muhammad, after seeing ti'oops on the ('iierny’s side, lied after tiring a few .shots, 
with some of his men into the interior (I’ahrecz, it is said), wliile Tzzet Tley destroyed 
the fort, which an otficer wit.h t-lic troo])s said was merely a suumer-liousc. 

Papir .Agha, who had stayed with Muhammad Mamash, was deprived of otEcial 
recognition as licad of (lie Naugliour, aud Bais Agha succeeded him, while Muhammad 
of th(' Prian tribe took tiu' jilacc of Muhammad Mamash. By far the greater part of 
tlicsi' tribes declared for tlu' Turkish Governmi'iit, aud I hear have actually crossed 
into undisputed Turkish territory. Bais Agha has received an Oixh'r and a salary 
of 'SI. a-montli, and it is commonly rumoured that he has been appointed Kaimakam 
of V('zne. 

After having successfully destroyed the summer-house of the Lahtchan heights, 
Tzzet Bey occupied tlie three villages of Vcziie, Passona, and Kellie, whence all but the 
]) 0 ()rest inhabitants Iiad Ih'd. He furtln'r wrote highly-coloured reports of Persiau 
aggression, of which Muhammad Agha Mamash was but a weak vanguard, on the 
massing of troops behind the mountains and the necessity of immediate action. 

llis reports were I'nergetieally endorsed by Noury Pasha, then A^ali of Mosul, a 
notorious “ money-eater,” ;uid by tlu'Commaiider-in-ebief of tlii! Vlth Army Corjis, 
who, T am assured by the local Comiiuiud('.r, has regretted it ever since. 

Izzet Bey became Izzet Hasha, .Major-General of Cavalry, commanding the troops 
in Sulieiiianii'h, and tlie eonei'iitratiou of Turkish troops in this vilayet began. This 
was some live or six iiiontlis ago. 

All Imperial Commission was appointed, consisting of V''ajid Pasha from Con¬ 
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stantinople and three staff officers, two from here and one from Sivas. Vajid Pasha is 
the nominee of Abdullah Pasha, who, I am told, is first Aide-de-camp to llis Majesty, 
and the two officers I have seen are young men about 25, who are evidently eager to 
distinguish themselves at any cost to the country. The Vali and the three senior 
officers hero speak with undisguised bitterness and contemjit of a Commission 
which corresponds over the heads of men capable of expressing opinions really Avortli 
having, direct with Abdullah Pasha, and which takes all the reports, which it sends 
to head-quarters at the dictation of Izzet Pusha of Suliomanieh. who, in commoiL 
with the above-mentioned Staff officers, has every interest in forcing on a collision 
with Persia, or, at least, in dragging the matter on for an indctinit-c time, with as many 
troops on the spot as he can induce the central Govei'nment to send. 

The Imperial Commission is supported by cightcc'u battalions at least—eight from 
Bagdad, eight from Erzingliiaii, and l \vo which weri' already in the vilayet, while every 
effort is being made (,o bring the four reserve battalions called out two months ago up 
to their full complement. I hear on fairly good authority that seven more battalions 
arc coming up from Bagdad, tlu' Nizam battalions from the army corps, are, I have 
reason to believe, in spite of official assurance to the contrary, from 700 to 800 strong. 
There arc only t.wo batteries from the IVth Army Corps, aud the whole force is under 
the command of Hagistanli xVhmed Pasha. Either the greatest secrecy is prescribed 
here in regard to the future, or the local authorities arc' really in ignorance of rvliat the 
central Covernmoiit intends to do. They are in either ease, both civil and military, 
at their wits’ end to kee]> }iace with the calls on their exeheqiu'r and their men. The 
greatest confusion reigns among them. Tdic General Commanding the lA^th Array 
Corjis troops has appealed in vain to both tlie A^Ith and his own head-quarters. The 
former ri'imdiatcs all responsibility for troops not belonging to his corps, while the 
latter gives no answer at all. Only thi' Minister of AA’ar telegraphs daily urging that 
the men sliould be sent on at once. The rivers are in flood and the roads mere 
marshes F.iglity men were swept away and drowned while crossing tlie Zab a 
week ago. 

Tbo Vali, who bus already earned tbe nickname of “ Tabsildar,” is squeezing money 
out of tlie population by every possible means; arrears arc being collected, taxes 
levied in advance, and subscriptions demanded. The caravan route from Bagdad is 
closed, owing to the military press-gangs who are carrying off every beast of burden 
they meet. Iluiii stares many owners in tbe face, for barvi'st time is not far olf, and 
they cannot aceniupaiiy their beasts to the frontier, which spells total loss and no 
remuneration. 

I cannot tell how much the Vali really knows or how far he spoke the truth, 
wlien he told me that the whole affair was planned by certain individuals hero and at 
Constantinople for their own ends, that tlu' present concentration of troo])s, besides 
being an useless (axpeuso, was doing untold liarm to the country, and that he very 
much regretted that it was probably not in his power to stem the tide of military 
aggressiveness Avliich he feared was likely to carry the Palace with it. 

T have, <&c. 

(Signed) AVALON SHIPLEY. 
P.S.— According to my latest information— 

1. Hamza Agha is nephew, not brother, of Muhammad Aglia Mamash ; and ho, 
not Muhammad Agha Hiran, is head of the Mamash. 

2. The Shikha are divided into two, one part inhabiting country hotweeu Tabreez 
and Saplali, the other eountr} hotweeu Urmia and Van. 

3. Of the four reserve battalions, three have gone to the frontier, and one stays at 
Kerkuk, while one line battalion remains here, so that the total number of troops on 
the frontier is seventeen Nizam and three Iledif battalions. 

A. S, 

[15840] No. 111. 

Question asked in the House of Commons, May 7, lliOO. 

Mr. Hurt-Davies ,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether ho is 
aware that difficulties have arisen with regard to the establishment of a telegraph 
station at Bunder Abbas ; and what steps it is proposed to take to settle tho 
matter and secure the liuking-ui) of Bundi'r Abbas by cable. 
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Answer. 

Tos, sir. From tlie latest information at our disposal it appears that His 
hlajesty’s Resident at Rushire is hopeful of obtaining a satisfactoiy settlement. 


[15691] No. 112. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Rfweivcd May 8.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 30th April, relative to Urumia affairs. 

India Office, May 7, 1006. 


Inclosure in No. 112. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) F. India Office, April 30, 1906. 

URUMIA alfairs. Telegram dated the 2r)th A])ril, from His Majesty’s 
Charge d’affaires at Tehran. Instructions to act as suggested have been conveyed to 
Grant Uulf and O’Conov. 


[15861] No. 113. 

Mr. li. Grant Duffi to Sir Edward Grey.—[Receired May 9.) 

(No. 131. Secret.) 

('ll'legraidiic.) \\ Tehran, May 0, 190G. 

SIISIMHH'EI) German loan. 

I am infonned hy a usually wadl-infonucd person that a loau of 25,000,000 marks 
is ahoiit to he made' hy Germany, under cover of Belgian financiers, to the Persian 
Goveriunenl. 'I’hc following ai-e slated lo h(> the conditions, and there are perhaps 
ollauN ;— 

1. A coaling station on the Shatt-el-Arab estuary. 

2. Goneossion for a road from Kermanshah to Khauikin. 

.'1. A hospital and college in Tehran under Gcnnan management. 

]\1. Nans is said to have negotiated this Agreement at Constantinople. Further 
inquiry is heitig made here and at Bnsliire and Kermansludi. 

d'lie new German Minister, who arrives in the anturan, is said to have had much 
to do with llu' Hagdad Railway scheme while at Constantinople as German Consul- 
General. 'riie pre^'Cnt !\linisti'r h'av('s in a Wi'ck, ami, if there is any tiaith in the 
rumoured Agiaamicnt, will prohahly endeavour to get the matter settled before his 
(lepartnr(‘. 

[ see, from the “ I'imes,” that the Hamlnirg-America Line intends to run steamers 
to the Persian Gvdf, and the Gormans have also appointed a Military Attach^ to Tehran. 


[14995] No. 111. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 9, 1906. 

I AIM directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant regarding the Luristau Road, and to state that he concurs in 
Mr. Secretary iMorley’s o])inion that it would be better not to move in the matter at 
the present time. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 
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[16020] No. 115. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 

(No. 132.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 10, 1906. 

PERSO-TURKISH frontier dispute. 

I am informed by His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez that reinforcements 
have arrived for the Turkish troops near Urini. Last week soino Turkish soldiers 
visited the latter town and beat a Persian subject. 


[16097] No. 116. 

Consul-General Sir W. to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 11.) 

(N^. 2.) 

Sir, Hamburg, May 9, 1906, 

WITH further reference to Sir Eldon Gorst’s despatch No. 2 of the 27th ultimo, 
and to my reply No. 1 of the 2nd instant, I have now the honour to report to you 
that the Hamburg-American Steam-ship Co. yesterday published a formal notice, 
stating that it intends inaugurating from and after the 1st August next a regular 
monthly service of steamers between Hamburg and ports of the Persian Gulf, and that 
these steamers, after leaving Hamburg, will call at Antwerp and Marseille, and will 
take cargo for Aden, Jibuti, Masrah, Deader Abbas, Singah, Bahrein, Bushire, and 
Bussorah. 

It is evidently expected by tlio Directors of the Hamburg-American Steam¬ 
ship Co. that this service will contribute towards opening up a trade between Germany 
and Mesopotamia; and that a gradual impulse will be given thereby to the export 
trade from Germany to that part of the world of cotton goods, iron raanufacturcs, and 
miscellaneous other articles of German industry, and, on the other hand, also to the 
import trade to Germany of the prominent products of the Euphrates Valley, such as 
wool, sesame seed, india-rubber, &c. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) WILLIAM WARD. 


[16301] No. 117. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Rice. 

(No. 213.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 11, 1906. 

[ REMINDED Count BeuckcudorU', iu conversation to-day, that, since receiving 
the friendly message from Coimt T/amsdorlT some wc'eks ago, indicating that proposals 
might bo made by iis for a delinite agreement on matters of mutual interest,, 1 had 
po^itponcd the idea of our n^aking any such proposals, owing to the change in progress 
in the Russian Government, and the latter’s natural i)rooccnj)ation with intt'rnal alTairs. 
But within the last day or two a report had reached mo that Persia was negotiating 
with Germany for a loan. I had originally told Count Benckendorlf that, as regards 
Persia and other subjects of that kind, wo would for the pres(‘nt do our xitmost to 
in’osorvo tho status quo in order to keep tlu' door open for a subse([uent arrangement 
Avitli Russia. But if the status quo was to be disturbed in tho interval by third jxu’sons, 
it would make a future arrangement more and moro difficult, and I had therefore 
thought it right to toll Count Benckonilorlf of tho roix)rt which J had heard. 

1 said it was for the Russian Government to consid('r what steps they thought it in 
tht'ir inU'rest to take. I hold that it was wasting money to lend it to tho jjn'sont 
Perhian Government. But I did think it very desirahh) to preserve tho status quo. 
Possibly a joint loan by Rus.sia and Grcait Britain might bo worth eonsidwing as a 
temporary ('xpediout, simply to preserve things as they wore till we cotdd settle tho 
whole question; though I thought Russia, by conditions she had already made with 
Persia, might have grounds on which to object by herself to the Persian Government’s 
contracting a loan. 

C’onnt Benckendorlf asked mo whether the information Avith regard to a German 
loan came from a soim;o which made me believe it, and how it was being arranged. 

I said tho report had reached me in the barest possible form. A million Avas 
[1617] Z 
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named as the amount of tlie loan. Bnt I was not sure even as to the amount, nor did I 
know tliroiifth wliat channels it -was being arranged, nor was I certain of the conditions 
whicli migiii 1jc attacbed to it. T did, however, think that the report which had 
readied me might imt be without foundation, but the Russian Govermnent no doubt 
had moans as good as ours for making their own inquiries. 

There was another matter which it Avas necessary for me to mention. 

TlieJBagdad Railway liad not recently been brought before us officially in any Avay, 
but I gathered lhat it wa^ likely to bo revived. Questions were Ijeing asked me in the 
Ilonse of Gommons, and from other indications I expected that Ave might soon have to 
give an answer as to Avhether Ave Avero pri^parcd to participate. We were not prepared 
to participate in it unless bhance also did so, and avc did not wish to go into it unless 
Russia as Avell wijuld take part. The Bagdad Raihvay, if completed, AAwdd form an 
imporlant commercial outlet. I knew Amry AAmll the interest AAdiich such an outlet had 
aRvays Jiad foi-the Russian GoA^enunent, and I i-eali/ed that if this outlet Avas to be 
made on ihe I’ersian Gulf it Avas something in Avhich they AA^oidd naturally feel they 
ought to have some share. It Avas for them to consider, therefore, AAdiether it would 
not b(i belter, instead of attempting to block the project of the raihvay, Avhich might be 
destined to bo made nevertheless, that they should make up their minds as to the 
conditions and methods by AAdiich Russian interest might be brought into the scheme. 
All 1 had to say Avas that avo Avould consider very faA'Ourably any suggestions of this 
kind Avhich tin* Russian Government might have to make. 

1 told ('oiinl HmickendorlT 1 did not Avisli this to be regarded as an official commu¬ 
nication, because at present Ave Avcrc not being asked for anj'- decision ; biu I foresaw 
tliat AV(' might have to come to a decision before very long, and, as this too AA'ould be an 
alteration in the .s7n///s quo in a part of the Avorld in which avc Avero both interested, I 
was anxious to take no stc]) on our part AAdthont letting the Russian Government know, 
and it aaus very (h'sirablo that they should come to a decision as to Avhat their oAvn 
interest and policy in the matter should be. 

Count Bmickendoiif told mo that i\I. Gambon had already had conversations Avith 
him and M. NclidoIT on this subject. 

i said 1 had spokem to iM. Gambon some time ago, but my reason for mentioning 
it noAV Avas that the (piestions Avhich Avere being asked me in Parliament made me 
think that the time Avlien avc might have to come to a decision was nearer than I had 
thought, and it Avas desirable that the Russian Govermnent should also bo prepared. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


[16234] No. 118. 

The Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Office.—{Received 

May 12.) 

3, SulteTs Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, May 11, 1906. 

1 AM directed by my Board to bring to your notice the folloAving situation upon 
the River Kanm;— 

It Avill be well knoAvn to you that for some years past we have been doing our 
utmost to come to some agreement with a Persian called the Mouin-el-Tcjar, avIio, we 
believe, bolds a conce.ssion in connection Avith the navigation of the Upper Karun River, 
'rhe Persian Government, however, have persistently refused, according to the Mouin, to 
allow him to come to any terms with us; and he has now purchased a steamer to ply on 
the Lower Karun, which is reported by our agents to be arriving in sections at 
Mohammerah. U is also his intention to put a steamer upon the Upper Karun to run 
in connection Avith this vessel and in oppo.sition to the steamer “ .Shushan,” the property 
of the Persian GovernmetAt, which we run for that Government, and on AA’hich a 
considerable debt has collected which the Persian Government have not yet defrayed. 

.As the cargo available on the Karun is not yet sufficient at present rates of freight 
to make a single steamer pay, it is probable that the Mouin must either be relying 
U])on financial assistance from his own or from a foreign Government, or on the 
undivldetl su[)povt of the local authorities and their ability to keep cargo away from the 
British steamers; j)ossibly he relies upon the combination of both these factors. 

T'he most powerful of these local authorities is the Arab Sheikh of Mohammerah, 
and the Persian Government have probably approached this potentate and endeavoured 
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to enlist his services in the interests of the Mouin. His man of affairs, the Rais-el- 
Tejar, has been asked by the Mouin to act as his agent. As the Rais has hitherto been 
assisting our operations, the request has placed him in an aAvlovard position. Should he 
refuse to act as agent for the Mouin, another agent Avill be appointed, who will inform 
the Persian Government of the assistance rendered to us by the Rais, and therefore by 
the Sheikh; and the Persian Government Avill then come doAvn upon the Sheikh. On 
the other hand, should he act as agent for the Mouin and do all he can in his interests, 
he forfeits the remuneration which he is at pre.sent receiving from us, and the Sheikh, 
his master, risks alienating British good-will. 

Under these circumstances, the Sheikh and the Rais would prefer to keep in Avith 
both parties; to act as agent for the Mouin and at the same time to assist us, or profess 
to assist us. To this_ proposition Ave scarcely see that we can assent, and the question 
then resolves itself into Avbether the Sheikh should consider it more politic for him to 
stand in Avith us or Avith the Persians, 

^ If it be the Persian Government only, and not any foreign Government, that is 
behind the Mouin, then there can be little doubt that if the Sheikh Avere to remain 
neutral and refuse to allosv his man of affairs to act as agent for the Mouin or to assist 
us, the Mouin would very soon get tired of his enterprise. We submit that His 
Majesty’s Consul on the spot should be instructed to urge upon the Sheikh the necessity 
of maintaining this neutral attitude, and not allowing his agent or anybody else 
connected \Aith him either to act as agent for the Mouin or to give any assistance to 
the Persians Avhich is not extended at the same time to us. His Majesty’s Government 
probably recognize that in the present state of Persian affairs, relations of confidence 
betAveen themselves and such semi-independent authorities as the Sheikh of Moham¬ 
merah are most desirable; and such relations ought to be the more easily maintained in 
that the Arab chiefs are not desirous of extending Persian influence within the regions 
pbjected to their tribal SAvay. AAR' have instructed our agent at AliAvaz to communicate 
in this matter with His Majesty’s Consul at Mohammerah after the latter shall have 
received instructions from His Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) FRANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretary. 


[16276] No. 119. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 12.) 

The Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morlcy, forAvards 
hercAvith, for toe information of tbc Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a telegram from 
the Y'iceroy, dated the 11th May, relative to the plague in Seistan. 

India Office, May 12, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 119. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. ^ May 11, 1906. 

WE repent, for your information, the folloAving telegrams, dated the 4th instant, 
from Captain Maepherson regarding plague in Seistan:— 

1. “Quarantine arrangements betAveen Bandar and Turbat-i-Haidari Avill, it is 
being given out by Captain lyas, aaRo has recentU arrived at Birjand, be in the hands of 
that officer.” 

2. “ I have to report the recent occurrence of the three following incidents: 
Firstly, solely Avith the intention of exciting the populace against us, a sowar of tbe 
escort Avas falsely accused on the 22nd April of bringing a Avoman into the Consulate. 
Although beaten to extort an admission, the Avoman declined to confess. Secondly, on 
their Avay to cut khasil, our muleteers, Avho Avere folloAving a thoroughfare that is Avell 
recognized and Avere not trespassing, Avere treated Avith abuse and threatened that they 
Avould be dealt Avith in the same Avay as our hospital if they came that Avay again. 
This took place on the 27th April. Lastly, Avanton assault Avas yesterday committed 
upon three traders and their servant, a Persian .subject. Fifty tomans, the property of 
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the traders, who were collecting debts at Banjar, was stolen from the servant, who also 

received a severe beating. ^ x. n 

“ Reports of the above-mentioned cases have been made to the Deputy brovernor, 
but it is improbable that any action Avill be taken by him. Burther delay in exacting 
the punishment of the ringleaders of the original disturbance is much to be deprecated, 
as present position is most humiliating, and our prestige has suffered greatly. Incidents 
such as those described above are certain not only to continue but to beconie more 
frequent and of a graver character so long as the ringleaders remain unpunished.” 

Please refer to telegram dated otli May, from His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at 
Tehran to Sir E. Grey, with regard to the second of the above telegrams. His 
suggestion has our strong support, unless it is possible to induce the Russian Government 
to refrain from interference in the quarantine arrangements south of the Turbat-i- 
Haidari cordon. With respect to quarantine powers for English medical officer^ for 
Birjand, reference is invited to Mr. Grant Duff’s telegram of the 5th May. Instructions 
to proceed as soon as possible to I’hrjand arc being given to Captain Watson. As 
Grant Duff has proposed, we suggest that Watson should be given local Vice-Consular 
rank, seeing that it is reported from Meshed that recognition as Consul is to be accorded 
to lyas. Alignment of Russian troops along frontier lietween Sarakhs and Dushakh and 
arrival of 100 Cossacks at Pulikhatun were also reported from Meshed on the 30th 
ultimo. 


116319] 


No. 120. 


Mr. Spring-Ricc to Sir Edward Grey,—(^Received May 12.) 

(TeieVTa])hic.) P. Petersburgh, May 12, 1906. 

Tl I'iU.MAX loan to Persia : referring to my telegram No. 88, of yesterday. 

1 mil informed that Uussian Government, though having no precise information, 
have heard that since his return from Constantinople iM. Nans’policy lias changed; 
that he laid tiu're frec|uent conversations Avith the German Ambassador, who, in 
eschangv for various Guncessious to Germany, proposed that a Persian loan shonld be 
raiseil in Berlin. 
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No. 121. 


dfr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 12.) 

(Telegm^^^^^^ P. . Tehran, May 12, 190G. 

FOLLOWING addressed to India ;— 

“ Bii'iand i|iiarautine. 

" 1 liav(' received a verlial message from the Mushir-cd-Oowleh, Avho h ill, stating 
that the Pm-sian Govi'rnment have no objection to tlu' dispatch of a British doctor to 
Birjand, provided he he withdrawn on the termination of the epidemic, and the 
withdrawal of the Bnssiau doctor. ’ 


[163231 


No. 122. 


yfr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May Lh) 

(No. i;;i.) 

('I'eh'g-raphie.) P. Tehran, May 13, 1906. 

Till'', otlieial sc'fvants of thi' Acting Governor of Nashan havt', with the knoAvledgo 
ol lln'ir namtiM', struck and iumilted a warrant olliem’ of the Poyal F.ngiiu'ers in the 
M'l-vice of till’ Indo-European Telegraph Department. 

1 have (hanainh'd that Acting tiovernor be dismissed, his servants punished, 
lot)/, paid a'- compensation, and a])ologie^ offered to the victim and to the Department 
fur till' invasion of their premia's by Persian officials. 

It is important that onr telegraph officials, who are often in lonely places, should 
he protei'ted, and 1 earnestly liope that 1 will he snp])ortt‘d in exacting prompt 
satisfaction. 1 would again draw' your attention to the fact that no i)uuishments have 
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an^a hS?^*^ assaults committed on Europeans in Persia during the last year 

I am i^ormed by the Persian Govermnent that an official is being sent to Kashan 
to deal with the case, but this will probably only have the usual perfunctory result. 


[16324] No. 123. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 13 ) 

(No. 135.) ‘ 

(TdeBraphioO P. Tehran, May IS, 1906. 

1OLLOWING addressed to India :— 

Nearly two months after the event, and from an indirect source, I learn that a 
party of Indian smrars proceeding froin Bunder Abbas to their post at Kerman, were 
attacked on the 18th March, and all their belongings, including Government property, 
stolen No report ^ this grave occurrence has reached me from flis Majesty’s 
Consulate-General at Bushire. If such matters are not reported at once to me it is 
obviously impossible for me to be responsible for affairs in Persia. I therefore desire 
to flraw jmur attention to this irregularity. 


[16409] No. 124. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Mav 14.) 

(No. 9/.) ■ ■ ' 

. Tehran, April 21, 1906. 

^ WITH reference to my telegram No. 115 of to-day’.s date, 1 have the honour to 
inclose herewith a copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire 
regarding the proposed Luristan trade route. 

In their telegram of the 20th instant, the Government of India express the 
opinion that the present is not a very suitable moment for taking up the question 
of tile road seriously. 1 question, however, whether a more fitting opiiortunity is 
likely to arise in the near future. The Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk and the other Chiefs 
of that rcgion, although nominally subject to the Shah, are in reality indeiiendent • 
noi would any change in the Central Government, so long as it were carried out by 
Persians, greatly affect the condition of affairs existing in the mountains of Luristan. 
Any negotiations which took place between His Majesty’s Government and the Chiefs 
would in no way be assisted by the Persian Government, who have already shown that 
they are unable or unwilling adequately to punish an outrage on British officers in the 
Khoremmabad district in the autumn of 1904. The matter seems, therefore, to resolve 
Itself into the question whether His .Majesty’s Goveniment, after considering the 
political and commercial advantages offered by the proposed route, decide to spend a 
certain suni as an experiment, with a view to increasing British trade and influence in 
that part of Persia. 

11 *1 Memorandum and map by Lieutenant-Colonel 

Doling las. Military Attachd ot this Legation, who thinks Captain Lorimer’s propo.-.al 
worthy of consideration, now that the alternative scheme for a direct road between 
Diztul and Khoremmabad has broken down. He is also of opinion that the political 
advanlaps resulting from our forming closer relations with the Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk and 
tlie Deltan Chief would justify the expenditure as estimated by Major Cox. 

. V^ints, however, on which it would be well to have more detailed 

intormation ;— 

1. cost of the undertaking be as small as Major Cox appears to think ? 

rs the Wail of Pusht-i-Kuk able as well as willing to protect caravans as far as 
Diztul, especially trom the raiding Arab tribes on the west of the route near that town 
(see annexed map). 

It His Majesty’s Government decide to consider the matter seriously, I would 
suggest that Captain Lorimer, who has considerable experience of these regions be 
instructed to get into touch uiih the AVali and the Deltan Chief, and endeavour to obtain 
more precise information, especially as to the cost of the scheme and the real ability of 
tliese Chiefs to protect caravans. 

IMp 2 A 
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I think it would be a mistake to enter into negotiations at all unless it is definitely 
decided to carry the proposal through. 


I il3iV0 &C 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 124!. 

Major Cox lo Mr. I£. Grant Duff. 

(No. 39.) 

Sir, Bushire, March 18, 1906. 

IN continuation of this Otfice letter dated the 6th October, 1904, I have the 
honour to forward for your information a copy of a letter which I have addressed to the 
Government of India on the subject of the Dizful-Khoremmabad road. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Z. COX. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 124. 
Major Cox lo Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, March 18, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to the correspondence on the subject of the opening 
up of a trade route through Luristan, ending with the Foreign Department letter, dated 
the 23rd Marcli, 1905, to my address, and beg to submit a copy of a Report in connection 
therewith from His Majesty’s Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, dated the 20th January, 1906, 

Seeing that the position as regards the more direct Kialan route admits of no 
advancement at present, Captain Lorimer reverts to the alternative proposal for ttie 
selection of the more westerly route through the Pusht-i-Kuk and Delfan country. 'Phe 
protection ot this route rests, it will be remembered, with— 

1. The Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk in respect of the first half; and with 

2. Nazar Ali Khan, Fatli-i-Sultan, for the second half. 

With tile last-named Chief Captain Lorimer got in touch in May 1904, and they 
came to a provisional understanding. His endeavours to ellect a meeting with the 
Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk were unfortunately interrupted by the events following on the 
attack on Colonel Douglas and himself, hut in the meanwhile the Wali had indicated, 
by his letters and messages through third parties, that he is definitely prepared to 
flirt her a scheme for a protected route through his territory, and in the next few weeks 
Cap'ain Jjorimer hojics to get into personal touch with him, 

'I’he object of the latter’s present reference is to ascertain as definitely as may be 
possible under the circumstances the present views of the Government of India with 
regard lo the promotion of this western route, and the extent to which they feel 
prepared to associate themselves with the direct financing of the scheme, there being 
good gounds to fear that the subsidized Road Transport Company will not, except 
under such pressure as the Government may be in a position to apply, bestir themselves 
or co-ojieratc in the matter to any considerable extent. 

In their letter to my address, dated the 28th September, the Government of India 
expressed their inability to make any definite pronouncement regarding this scheme 
without first consulting His Majesty’s Legation, and without knowing more of the 
attitude of the Wali of Ihisht-i-Kuk towards it. 

'riie latter fact is now known to be favourable, 'riie Wali has, in tact, made definite 
proposals which, though they seem somewhat prohibitive, will probably be found capable 
of considerable reduction. 

In this latter connection I beg reference to the Preliminary Agreement come to 
with Kath-i-SuUan, detailed in Captain Lorimer’s Report marginally noted. At that 
time the Fath-i-Sultan was prepared to supply mounted roadguards at 50 tomans per 
annum each, ami considered that 30 would suffice for the protection of his section 
of the route. 'Phe Wali, on the other hand, tentatively suggests the necessity of the 
employment of 100 men for the portion of the road within his limits, and asks nearly 
double the salary—namely, 90 tomans per annum per man. To obtain a very 
approximate idea of the probable cost of policing the road, if we assume, as I think 
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we may, that 100 men in all will suffice for the whole of it, and if the rates offered 
by Fath-i-Sultan can be obtained from Wali also, the annual expenditure under this 
head would amount to 5,000 tomans or 12,600 rupees. To this sum would have to 
be added the coat of building and upkeep of two guard-houses, and one or two rough 
bridges, the cost of which it is difficult for me to give even an approximate estimate 
for at the present moment. 

I fear these are not very satisfying premises for the formulation either of specKic 
recommendations by myself or instructions by Government, but perhaps the Govern¬ 
ment of India may feel able to decide whether or not they can frimd facie further the 
scheme under the circumstances suggested. 

If they are so prepared, then I would suggest that I be permitted to inform Captain 
Lorimer accordingly, and to authorize him to discuss the subject from a business stand¬ 
point with the Wali, and then record in as complete a form as possible the draft terms 
of an Agreement on the basis of which the opening of the route to traffic could be 
considered practicable. Suggestions might be included as to how the whole or part 
of the cost of the inauguration and upkeep might be recovered from those using the 
road. 

It would be explained to the Wali that the British Government were prepared 
to take the scheme into lively consideration with a view to its early inception, but 
necessarily require to examine in the first instance the details ot the proposed terms 
before concluding any formal Agreement. 

Once the terms which he is prepared to give have been thoroughly discussed 
between him and Captain Lorimer. the final conclusion of the Agreement could be put 
through with little further waste of time. 

I regret that, owing to absence from head-quarters, 1 have been unable to study and 
submit this matter earlier; nevertheless, I venture to hope that before the Foreign 
Department leave Calcutta they will see their way to telegraph to me their decision— 

1. As to whether I may authorize Captain Lorimer to discuss the scheme with the 
Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk on the lines suggested; and 

2. As to the limit which must be placed upon the amount of annual expenditure to 
be incurred, in order to admit ot the question of financing the scheme to be considered 
seriously by the Government of India. 

A copy of this commmnication is being forwarded to His Majesty’s Legation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Z. COX. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 124. 
Captain Lorimer to Major Cox. 


Ahwaz, January 20, 1900. 

I HAVE the honour to revert to the question of opening up a trade route through 
Luristan. I gather that officially matters stand where they did on my departure on 
leave in June last, as the only addition to the file is a copy of Government of India’s 
letter of the 23rd March, 1905, with inclosnres forwarded for your indorsement No. 768 
of the 7th June, 1905, 

Nothing has occurred to alter for the better the situation as regards the opening of 
the Kialan road, since 1 wrote on the subject on the 19th February, 1905. 

I have again .subsequently communicated my views on this subject in some detail 
in a letter addressed tc the Foreign Office in London of the 17th October, 1905. In 
this letter I stated my opinion that the only practicable possibility, as matters at present 
stand, of throwing open a trade route between Dizful and Khoremmabad was to found in 
the scheme of the Semarra— i.e., the Pusht-i-Kuh-Dilfan route. 

It is to this scheme that I would now again invite attention. I may recall to 
recollection that negotiations for the protection of the northern half of the route were 
tentatively carried through with the Fath-i-Sultan in May 1904. I am in possession 
of the documents signed by him then. I have also been repeatedly assured that the 
Fath-i-Sultan is still prepared to stand by these Agreements, and occasional letters I 
have received from him have always expressed a particular willingness to serve us. 

The obstacle in the way of completing preliminary arrangements was for long the 
failure to get into touch with the Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk. This, however, was eventually 
removed by the arrival of a confidential agent, Said J’ufar, on a mission to the Sirdar 
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Arfa. T made this {man’s acquaintance, and found him very friendly. He went off 
promisinfr to have a favourable response sent me by the Wali. This arrived after my 
departure on leave, in the person of another special agent, one Raid Khani. He had 
business with the Sirdar Arf’a, but was also specially commissioned and empowered to 
discuss the question of the road with me, and was the bearer of a very friendly missive 
from the Wali, as well as of renewed assurances of friendship from Said J’afar. 
I nfortunately our only representative at Nasiri at the time was my Persian Mriza, who 
])i'ofesses himself much impressed by the urgence and cordiality of the Raid Khani. 
He succeeded in inducing him to commit to paper a rough outline of the Wali’s 
proposals as regards the scheme. 

1’hese are, condensed, as follows :— 

The Wali will be delighted to consent to and co-operate in the opening of the 
Semarra route. 

One hundred sowars will be required, who will be entirely appropriated to this work. 
If supplied armed and mounted they would coat 8 tomans each per month. If we found 
them ill arms and horses, 5 tomans each would be accepted. 

II would be incumbent on us for purposes of security to erect at two stages small 
forts or serais. 

Hope was held out that easier tc'rms miglit he obtained by a personal interview. 
Throughout it has been repeatedly urged that I should pay a visit to the Wali this 
spring, and 1 shall certainly do my best lo make an opportunity of accepting his 
invitation, Before meeting him, however, I should desire to have some definite ideas 
as to Go'ernment’s views on the scheme, and in case it were decided to attempt to 
carry it through, roughly, what pecuniary limit would be imposed. It is important to 
avoid, as far as possible, entering into negotiations or even discii.ssing proposals which 
are predestined to abandonment. 

I should mention that no assistance, in my opinion, is to be looked for from 
Mr. I.Mich. He spent a whole evening recently in proving to me (to his own 
satisfaction) that actual commerce in Persia was futile and of no consequence, and the 
only thing of importance was to secure the control of the trade mutes and the 
forwarding of goods. 'I’his route being intended only as a temporary expedient, would 
oiler only political and (not ?) commercial attractions. 

It is unnecessary for me to reiterate the political arguments in its favour. But 
after tiie breakdown of the Kialan scheme, at least for the meantime, and our failure to 
re-establish our pre.stige by the coi!rcion of the Direkwand, it is more than ever 
desirable that we should demonstrate to the Lurs that we do possess the energy and 
capacity to push througli luisiness affairs to a practical eonelusion. 1 inclose transla¬ 
tions of the loiters of the Wali and Iva'id Ivhani. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. K. LOlliMEH. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 124. 

Il’a// of Pu,slit-i-I\uk fo Captain Lorhner. 

('I'ranslation.) [^fieceived August 14, 1905.] 

’ITIE letter which you sent me by the M’uin-ul-Ashraf, Said J’afar, has come to 
liand. 1 was rejoiced to hear of your well-being. In case you should care to hear, I 
am also in the enjoymeni of good health. 

In the course of your letter you have touched on the subject of arranging for 
caravans hereafter, using a route through Pusht-i-Kuk. The accomplishment of this 
project awaits only our meeting each other. In the cold weather, Inshallah, I shall be 
coming down to my winter (piartcrs, if you will also come a meeting can be effected. 
I would then in person give undertakings in regard to this object. Please, therefore, 
keep me acquainted with the cour.se of your affairs and ideas. There is no need to 
say more. 

'I'he jMuqarrab-ul-Ilasarat Raid Khani, the bearer of this letter, who is in my 
.special contidence, is empow’ered to discuss details with yon. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 124. 

Ka'id Khani to Acting Vice-Consul Morton. 

(Translation.) 

(xVfter complimentary address.) August 8, 1905. 

T BEG to say first, I hope you are in perfect health. Concerning the opening of 
the Semarra route and the passage of caravans, according to the instructions of the 
Wali of Pusht-i-Kuk, I have to state that the Wali, for the sake of his owm good name, 
and for the effecting of your Excellency’s pro])osal, is prepared to take steps to throw 
open and secure the route in question. Certain conditions, however, in this connection 
would be necessary, with a view to preventing the possibility of any difficulties ari.sing at 
any time between the two parties:— 

1. Whereas certain Lur tribes and the Surkha and Bani Lam Arabs establish their 
winter quarters in the neighbourhood of the proposed route, 100 sowars armed and 
experienced would be necessary to guarantee its security, and these sowars should be at 
all time.> occupied in these duties, and, tree from all preoccupation, w'ould devote their 
attention lo the protection of caravans and travelleis, and would have no other work to 
do. These men would be i)aid 8 tomans each a month, if the Wali provides their rifles 
and horses; if the arms and horses w'cre supplied by you, the rate would be 5 tomans a 
month. 

2. Whereas in most of the stages and halting places of thi> tract there are no 
places of habitation, and it is a desert, it would be incumbent on jmu to construct two 
small forts or serais at the two halting places referred to (?), to put the escorts every¬ 
where at their ease, and enable them to devote themselves to their duties. 

3. The Wali will be coining down to his winter quarters in autumn. At that time 
you or a deputy should come and discuss the affair by word of mouth, and return again 
when some definite arrangement had been agreed upon, because by personal meeting 
increase of favour and the means of union and co-operation are to be looked for. This 
will suffice. 

(Signed) RATH KUAN I. 


Inclosure C in No. 124. 

Memorandum hj Colonel Douglas. 

AS there seems to be no chance under present circumstances of our being able to 
open up the direct road between Dizful and Khoremmabad, I think that Captain 
Lorimer’s proposal is well worthy of consideration. The ])olitical advantages which we 
should gain by being brought into close and friendly relations with the Wali of Pu.sht-i- 
Kuk and the Delfan Chiel' would, in my opinion, justify the expenditure, which apparently 
would not much exceed l,u00L a-year; and if the experiment proved successful, it 
wmuld doubtless facilitate any attem])t we may make in the future to open up the more 
direct road. As goods going to Khoremmabad from Ahwaz mu.st now be sent vi4 
Isfahan, a journey of over a month, caravans would probably be willing to pay some¬ 
thing for the use of the road, once they knew that it was safe. I presume that tlie Wali 
of Pusht-i-Kuk would guarantee the security of caravans right into Dizful, the latter 
part of the road being, I believe, liable to be raided by Arab tribes. 

This route must, how’cvcr, be looked upon as a temporary expedient, any permanent 
road, such as that contemplated in the Persian Transport Company’s Concession, would 
naturally follow one of the more direct lines which i have shown in the rough .sketch 
attached. 

(Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 124. 
Sketch Map. 

[Not printed.] 
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[16412] No. 125. 

Mr, E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 101. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 22, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith an interesting Memorandum by 
Mr. Churchill of a conversation with Sheikh Scif-ed-T)in. a prominent Mollah, on the 
present political situation in Persia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT HUEE. 


Inclosure in No. 125. 

Memorandum by Mr. Churchill, 

1 CALLED on Sheikh Seif-ed-Din this evening, and had an interesting 
conversation with him on the political situation. 

Seif-ed-Din is a descendant of Eath Ali Shah, and, like Haji Sheikh-ul-Reis, is at 
the same time an ecclesiastic. The Grand Vizier employs him in his confidential 
dealings with the clergy, and soon after taking office in 1903 sent him on a mission to 
Kerliela and Nojef to quell the “ Oleraa,” who were giving the Government trouble 
over tin; Amin-es-Sultan’s Russian loan policy, which, he assured them, the new 
Government intended to discontinue. He was at Bagdad when Sir A. Hardingo 
visited Irak Arahi, and 1 concluded from his remarks this evening that Sir A. 
liardinge was quite right in attributing the vc.xatious opposition he experienced in 
visiting tlie holy cities of Mesopotamia (as reported in his despatch No. 14 of the 
3()th December, 1903) to the intrigues of the Russians. Sheikh Seif-ed-Din described 
an interview which he had w'ith the Mushir Pasha of Bagdad, who consulted him as 
to the l)est means of preventing the British Minister’s proposed visit to the “ Olema ” 
at Nejef, with w'hom he was suspected of desiring to intrigue. 

With regai-d to the present situation, and speaking of the clerical movement, he 
said it had hemi originated by [jcrsonal motives, the Mujtehed Seyyed Abdullah being 
personally antagonistic to the present Grand Vizier, whose downfall and the return 
of bis more liberal-hamhal predecessor, the Amin-es-Sultan, he desired to bring about 
})rincipally in his own interests. Seyyed Mahommed, another’ prime mover among 
tin' Mujteheds in opposition to tlu' Government, had other and less sordid motives, 
a real desire for reform being one of his objects. 'I'he exodus to Shah Abdul Azim in 
Decembi'r 1905, as re])orted at the time, U'as the pndudoto the subsequent development 
wliich occurred then. Other and mon* far-seeing peoph; gave the clergy the idea of 
asking for a code of laws and other liheral institutions. Having asked for such 
ri'fonns, tin' .Mujteheds and their followers were now obliged to insist upon the 
fultilnu'iit of the promise made by the Shah, though they realized that their own 
interests would (wentually sulTer, as their present method of obtaining a livelihood 
in a judicial capacity would be put to an end by the introduction of a code of laws. 

The secular Delegates appointed by the Government to draw" up the proposed 
laws could not got to work seriously without the help of the clergy, and a duel was in 
progress between the Grand Vizier and the Mujteheds as to the degree of participation 
of the latter in the uudertaking. X. groat deal of discussion had taken place, but the 
Sheikh had little hope of any practical result for tlu> near future. 

With regard to the linaneial situation, the Sheikh spoke in gloomy terms. He 
knew that tin; British Government wais no longer prepared to lend Persia money, and 
thought that sonu; arrangement had bemi arrived at betw^een the British and Russian 
Governments to put an end to the diplomatic competition betw'een them at Tehran, 
lie, how'over, expressed great distrust of Russia’s sincerity, and assured mo that if the 
Grand Viziercould ofi'er llussia sonu' political concession in the south, by w"hich she 
could got a footing there, as she fornu'rly had done in the Ear East, any sum the Shah 
required would be forthcoming. Such an I'ventuality hi' professed to regard with 
great appri'hension, as it would reduce the country’s chances of over regaining her 
independence, and he proposed to w'ork hand in hand with us to avoid such a calamity 
to his country. 

'I'lie Slu'ikh is undoubtedly intluential both in Govi'vument and clerical circles, and 


his co-operation in our interest may perhaps some day be desirable. I assured him of 
the desire of the British Government for the independence and prosperity of Persia, 
and thanked him for his offer of services, which I promised to report to you. 

I do not think that he is entirely moved by selfish motives, though he will look 
to a quid pro quo in some form or other, if at any time we should employ him as 
anything more than a mere informant as at present. 

(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL. 

Tehran, April 14, 1906. 


[16413] No. 126. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edioard Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 102.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 22, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith correspondence, as marked in the 
margin,relating to the Kum-Sultanabad Road. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MVELYN GRANT DUEE. 


Inclosure in No. 125. 

Mr, E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

April 2, 1906. 

THR Agent of the Transport Company (Limited), at Tehran did not fail to lay 
before his Directors the Report of the Mohandes-ul-Mamalik of October 1905, regarding 
the condition of the Kum-Sultanabad Road. 

'fhc Report in question lays stress on the following points :— 

1. On certain stretches, viz., over 500 metres near Kum, over 3 miles near Rahgird, 
and 13 miles between Shabsaverun and Sultanabad, the roadway is stated to be not 
sufficiently wide to j)ermit of two vehicles passing abreast. 

2. At certain floodstreams no construction has been erected to protect the pack 
traffic from inconvenience or discomfort. 

3. Over certain long stretches of the road gravelling of the surface has not been 
carried out. 

As regards the first point referred to in the Mohandes-ul-Mamalik’s Report I 
desire to offer the following observations ; As regards the short narrow stretch of the 
road near Kum inclosed between garden walls and an irrigation stream, it has hitherto 
been impossible, owing to scarcity of water to tamper Avith that stream. It will, 
however, be set back and the stream thereby vvidened immediately this can be done 
without endangering the friendly relations of the Company with the Kum land-owners. 

With respect to the stretch over 3 miles long near Rahgird, the Agent of the 
'I’ransport Company points out that it runs through a rocky defile, and, owing to the 
configuration of the ground, a wide road would involve very heavy expenditure and could 
only be constructed with the greatest difficulty. The road is, however, not less than 
12 feet wide and is wider at certain points. 

As regards the 13-mile stretch from Shahsaverun in the direction of Sultanabad 
the roadway vurics from 10 ft. to 23 ft. 8 in. M. de Brucq’s statement that it is only 
3’50 metres or 10 ft. 6 in. is inaccurate. 

The Agent of the Company durim; an inspection of the road in November 1906, 
carefully measured the width at exact intervals of five minutes while driving from 
Aliabad ruined toll-house to beyond Katchan, these being the points betAveen Avhich the 
constructed road is narroAv. Idle measurements are :— 

Aliabad toll-house 14 ft., 15 ft., 15 ft. 0 in., 12 ft., 12 ft. 2 in., 20 ft. 10 in., 
23 ft. 8 in., 22 ft. 8 in., 23 ft. 8 in., 17 ft. 8 in., 13 ft., 14 ft. 6 in., 17 ft., 13 ft., 16 ft. 8 in., 
14 ft. 5 in.; Katchan 10 ft., 11 ft. 4 in., 12 ft. 

With regard to the second point raised by the Mohandes-ul-Mamalik, I trust that 
your Excellency Avill agree Avith me that the absence of such construction is hardly 
of sufficient moment to withhold from the Company the permi.s.sion to levy tolls as 


Me.s8i't>. Lyiifli, Marcli 29, noi prmteil. 







fri’antcd midor their concession. The Hood-streams crossing the Xum-Sultanabad Eoad 
are not important, and it would only be at the rarest intervals and then for a bnet space 
fd' time that sufficient flood-waters could come down and so inconvenience the pack 
traffic At the crossings the subsoil is hard and hitherto no complaints have been made 
by muleteers under this head. iVloreover, on the Resht Road such (lood-cro-'sings 
without any necessary construction arc to be met with and no hesitation was, I 
understand, shown ou that account by the Persian Government in granting permission 
to the Russian concessionnairos to levy tolls. 

With reference to the third objection mentioned by the Mohandes-ul-Mamalik I 
have the honour to state that when Ids Excellency inspected the road, the new surface 
work carried out by the Company’s constructors had had no time to settle down and no 
rain had fallen on it. ft w'as, therefore, in many parts necessarily loose. On examina¬ 
tion it will Ije found that the surface of the road is in good condition. 

I desire to draw' your Excellency’s attention to the fact that the monthly average 
of vehicles passing over the Kum-Sultanabad Road is only forty-five or about three 
every forty hours. 'Fhe likelihood of two vehicles meeting ju-^t at the narrowest part 
of the narrovv stretches is, therefore, clearly most remote, and there is no reason to 
antici])afe any substantial increase in the vehicular traffic in the near future, 

From accurate measurements it was found that the width of the roadway required 
for the carelul passing of two of the widest kind of two-horse vehicles is between 
12 feet and E5 feet, and for two four-horse vehicles 20 teet to 22 feet. Over almost the 
entire length of the three stretches named, it is, therefore, possible for two vehicles to 
])ass each other, either by careful driving or by the detaching of one or two horse.', from 
each team, should the vehicles meet a particular narrow point. Further, in the 
Conce.ssion given to tin- Persian Transport Company no initiimuin width of roadway is 
specilied. 

In order that all doubt should be removed as to the piesent condition ot the road, 

1 have the honour to propose to your Excidlency that the Persian Governn\cnt should 
again appoint a competent engineer to inspect the Ivum-SSultanabad section, and that 
on this occasion the\ should be accompanied not only l)y the representative ot the 
’I’ransport Company, but by the Military Attache of llis Majesty’s Legation wdiose 
impaitiulity in the matter is clearly beyond question. 

I am confident that the officials appointed by the Persian Government to undertake 
this duty will find, on inspection, that the road is now in a satisfactory condition and 
will bear favourable coinpaiison with the Resht-Ivmlum section ot the Resht Road 
which ns late as October if)0;‘>, was in such a deplorable stale that it was impassable 
in a earri.'ige, and L had myself to ride from Resht to Imam Sadi llashcm, while tolls 
and much higher tolls than the Persian 'ITansport Company [iropose to ask for were 
collected. 

As a large sum of money has been expended by the Persian Transport Company 
on the road, it is naturally their desire as soon as pos.sible to put in force their right 
under the concession to levy tolls, and I w'ould, therefore, express the hope that your 
Excellency will be s(^ good as to give the matter your early attention in order that a 
joint inspection of the work done may take place without delay. 


[164141 No. 127. 

M). li. Giant DulJ to Sir Edward Greii.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. lOA) 

yiv, Tehran, April 23, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a coj)y of a despatch from His 
fNfa'p'sty’s Consul-General at Tabre('z, on the subject of tbe Perso-Turkish frontier 
(lisj)ute. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
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Inclosure in No. 127. 

Consul-Geneiat Wratislair to }fr. li. Grant Duff'. 

(No. 20.) 

Sir, Tahreez, April 15, 1906. 

IVITII reference to my telegrams Nos. 21 and 22, on the subject of the entry of 
Turkish troops into Persian territory in the Urmi district, 1 liave the honour to 
append an extract from a letter Avhich T have received from the Rev. 0. IT. Parry, of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s mission. 

Ml’. Parry wwites ;—“ The frontier business seems to be gettimi' serious. Of 
course our news is only reports, though from peoph' in Tergawar. fn the first ])laee, 
thirty Nizams havi* come down to Mir llaji Beg’s village in Dnsht, offering to make 
over all tbe Bogzade, and to make Mir llaji Bog, Kaimakam, on condition that he 
first •'(‘ttles up his business Avith the British and American Government'^. 'rbcs(' men 
ar<' said to be real Nizams (Turkish regulars), not Sheikh’s men dri'ssed u]). Others 
hav(' occupied Jerma, and arc demanding back taxes. Others have come doAvn to 
.lirmi on tbe Marbishu Pass, and have driven out the Customs peo])le and beaten 
them. A letter has also been received by Bajan, offering either to take the Christians 
oA'er. or to alloAV them to leave, or to protect them aa'Iioi fighting begins.” 

The Bajan referred to is the leading man of MaAvana, a Christian village in 
TergaAA’ar, adjoining Dasht. 

Both the Governor and Karguzar of Tahreez profess to have no official information 
on this subject, but there is no doubt that an incursion from Turkish territory has 
tak('n place. The ejection and castigation of the Customs employes Avas confirmed 
by M. LaATrs, the Cliief of Customs here. 

I have. &c. 

(Signed) ■ A. C. WRA'LTvSLAW. 


1.16415] No. 128. 

Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May It.) 

(No. 104.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 23, 1906. 

AVriTI reference to my telegram No. 102 of the 13th instant, I have the honour 
to inclose a translation of a note from the Persian Government regarding (he Scistan 
"Water A w'ard. 

In reply to my note of the ‘'^tli ultimo, the IMushir-ed-DoAvleh stales that, in his 
note of the 9th November, 1902, the Persian Government only accepled the Arbitration 
Commission and final reference to flis MajestCs Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Alfairs on tbe understanding that the AAA'ard or decision given should agrei' 
with the Goldsmid AAvard. 

1 hav(', &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure in No. 128. 

.Mu.shii-ed-Dowleh to .\fr, li. Grant Duff'. 

(Translation.) Apr'ill, 1906. 

I HAVE received yom note of the 8th ultimo, resiieeting Colonel MacMahon’s 
Arbitral AAvard, and the objections raisi'd in eomiection with it by the Persian 
(Jovernmeut. Vou state in your note' that you havt' referred the matter to London, 
and noAV that the I’crsian Government objects to tbe Award, it is neei'ssary that the 
luatter should bo referred to the arbitration of the British Principal Seerdary of State 
for Foreign Alfairs. According to the note addressed by the Persian ^Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs to the British Legation on the 9th .November, 1902, the Persian 
GoA'ernment accepted at the time Colonel MaeMahon’s arbitration or that of the 
Bl•iti^h L'rineipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs ou condition that it should 
agrei' Avith General Sir F. Goldsmid’s AAiard. ft is obvious that the Persian 
Gowniment Avill not refuse to iieei'pt any decision Avhich will ho in accordance Avith it. 
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[16416] No. 129. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 105.) 

Wj', ^ Tehran, April 23, 1900. 

Wrrir refert'JiC(3 to Jiiy telegram No. 100 of tlic lOtli instant, 1 have the hotioui- 
to transmit herewith a translation of a note from the Miishir-ed-Dowleh regarding the 
proposed arraiigenuini Avitli the Persian Government in regard to the parcel post in the 
Jhitish post-otlices in various Persian Gulf ports. 

Lord Lansdowne’s despateli No. 85 of the 17th June, 1905, was handt'd to 
jM. Naus on the ISth July of last year, and, in spite of constant and urgent applications 
for a reply, an answer has only lately reached nnu 

You will sec that the Persian Government do not refuse to accept the arrangement 
prop(js(3d in Lord hansdowne’s above des])atch. They, however, point out that Persian 
subjects living in the south are obliged to stamp letters addressed to India with 
llritish Indian stamps, and that letters for India stamped with Persian stamps are 
forwarded via Fai/adi, Russia, and Lgypt. The i\Iuahir-ed-I)owleh points out that the 
])r(‘M!nt arrangi'inent inflicts loss on the Persian Rxchecinor and much inconvenience, 
ami asks that letters addressed to India and furnished with Persian stamps shoidd be 
accepted by the llritish post-olliccs in the southern Persian ports. 

1 flo not know how far the arrangement of which the Mushir-ed-Dowleh complains 
is in aceorflancc with the Articles of the Postal Union, but it appears to me that the 
Persian < iov(‘rnmenl have a legitimate grievance. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVKLYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosurc in No. 129. 

Mushir-ed-Doioleh to Mr. F. Grant Duff'. 

April 7, 1 !t0G. 

1 llAVL siiim the Memorandum yoti havi' handl'd to iM. Priem, the Director of 
('iistomsand Posts, in conneelioii with the |)are(!ls coming by the Ihiglish post. Ido 
iml refuse to accept it and put it into execution, since 1 have not seen in it anything 
against tin; Postal Union now in force. 1 do not consider it su])orlluous to explain the 
present jiositioii of Persian post-ollices in the ])orts of tlu' Persian Gulf towards those 
of Piritish India. 'The po-^itioii is that the postal authorities of llritish India rebise 
to accept and caiaw h'tters bearing Persian stanijis handed over to them by the Persian 
jiost. Urnh'r these circumstances, people' living in those regions are obliged to have 
their leth'i’s Hlamped with Lnglish stam|is, biicaiise if the letters bear I'ersian stamps 
timy must bi' sent via llushire, Isfahan, Tehran, Fir/.eli, Russia, and I‘)gyj>t, and they 
havi' to traverse a distance six times greater than they ought to. Under this arrange¬ 
ment li'tters going to India from the ports of the Piu'sian Gulf must bear Indian 
st.amp'^, and this is a great loss to the Persian tiovernment. This point must bo 
considered. It is ilesirable that when the Parcel Post Agreement is ])ut in force people 
should receive permission to stamp their letters with Persian stamps if they like, and 
at the same lime the [lostal authoritit's of llritish India should be instructed to accept 
such letters from Persian Postmasters when they exchange the post, and deliver them 
to their ilestinations according to Article 1 of the Postal Union of 1897. I have no 
doubt, you will considi'r the matter, and will communicate to me your opinion on the 
subject. 


[16418] No. 130. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Groj.—{Received May IJ.) 

(No. 107.) 

Sir, • Tehran, April 23, 190G. 

WITH rofcrenco to my telegrams Nos. 100 and 111 of the 15th and 19th instant, 
respectively, 1 have the honour to forward a copy of a despatch from Mr. AYratislaw, 
llis Majesty’s Consul-Gi'iieral at Tabreez, regarding the arrival at that town of a 
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Russian Road Commission which has been appointed to inspect the Julfa-TabreeiS 
road and to inquire into certain charges brought against M. Diduloff, the chief 
engineer, and M. Ginsberg, the principal contractor. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure in No. 1.30. 

Consul-General WratislaTv to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 11.) 

SiL Tabreez, March 14, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 14 of the 10th instant, I have the honour to 
report that M. Treskinski, a member of the Russian Road Commission, arrived here 
on the 9th instant with some of his subordinates. He is to commence an inspection 
of the road pending the arrival of his colleagues, who are now, it seems, at Uamadan. 
These are M. Fatgoriski, a read inspector, and anothc'r gentleman whose name 1 have 
not been able to ascertain, and Avho is, I understand, the head of the Commission. 

M. Treskinski will replace M. Didulotf, the chief engineer, who, along with 
M. Ginsberg, the head contractor, has been suspended and forbidden to leave Tabreez 
till the Commissioners have terminated their inquiry into the malpractices alleged 
against them. 

The section of the road })assing tlirougli the Derc Diz near Julfa has boon 
reconstructed, and seems in good working order, though doubts are still entertained as 
to its ability to withstand a heavy flood. As far as Marcnd, about halfway between 
Julfa and Tabreez, tin; road i.s practically finished, but from Marend onwards it is far 
from complete. 

Good progress is being made on the bridge over the Araxes at Julfa. 

I can procure no confirmation of the alleged intention to continue the road 
forthwith towards Tehran, and I am inclined to think that nothing will be done in this 
direction for the present. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


[16419] 


No. 131. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 14) 

(No. 108. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 23, 1000. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of correspondence regarding the 
Ferso-Afghan frontier. 

T &c. 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 131. 

Major Sykes to Government of India. 

(No. 98. Confidential.) 

Sir, Meshed, November 25, 1005. 

AMONG the questions to Avhich I devoted especial attention during my recent 
tour to the Afghan frontier was that of Musabad. 

2. I did not consider it politic to visit the actual frontier, but it seemed desirable 
to make indirect inquiries both as to the facts of the present state of affairs, and also 
as to the manner in which this status quo was regarded. 

3. Captain Winter, who visited this neighbourhood in March 1904, reported that 
Musabad was in the possession of the Afglians, and Khushab Ayubi in Fersian 
occupation. 

Ali Jan Sultan, who is in command of the Karai sowars of Khaf, but who is 
himself a Timuri, informed the Attachd that in 1897 Muhamed Sadik Khan, who is 
referred to by Captain Winter, spent 1,000 tomans in clearing out a ruined Kanat 
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u ul ill i)opuliitin<f Musabad, but tbai two years later be was expelled liy the Afghans, 
Aiho posted six sowars there. He also stated that Khushab Ayubi, which is 4 or 
6 miles due west of Musabad, was populated by himself, but that, owing to pillage by 
the Afghan sowars, he had recently been compelled to abandon the spot. He stated 
tliat there was no cultivation at Musabad, and that Ayubi has not been occupied by 
tlu' Afghans. 

4. I'he general attitude was that it, was no use reporting the matter to Meshed, 
;is no action followed. Consiapiently, ihere seems to be no immediate likeliboocl of 
tliis (juestion being raised by the Persian Government. 

0 . I, ho\\ev('r, would vimture to express my opinion that, although the present is 
b\ no means an opjiortune occasion for raising the question, owing to the McMahon 
i'.iission having scarcely concluded its labours, yet, with tlic development of Itussian 
iuduenei' and peaceful penetration in Khorassan, it would be desirable to demarcate 
the remaining .M'ction of the fnmtier— i.e., from llashtatan to Siah Koh—within the 
next f('W years. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) lb M. SYKES. 


Inclusure 2 in No. 131. 

Government of India to Major Sykef^. 

Fort William, Febmary 7, 1900. 

1 AM directed to refi'r to your letter of tlu* 25th November, 1905, i-('garding the 
l'(‘rsn-A fglian frontier in the vicinity of .Musabad. 

•2. The Govc'rnnuml of India agiv'e with you that the ])rcscnt is not an op|)ortune 
occasion for proposing the (hmiarcatiou of this section of the Eerso-Afghan frontier. 
1 am to r('(iu('st t lint you will keep a careful watch, and report in due course what the 
boundary of possession is. 

:i. ft has already bism pointed out that the uinh'iuarcated boundary shown in the 
map of .\Ighanislan from ILashtatan to Siah Koh is incorrecd, as it includes in Persia 
a largo tract of territory which is admittedly in .Afghan possession. A copy of the 
eorrospondiMiee should he furnislu'd to llis lhatamuc .Majesty’s Consul at Turbat-i- 
llaidii. who, as well as any otlu'r (.Ulcers travellbig in tiu' vicinity, either on tour or 
on relit'f, should losi' no opportunity of ascertaining the correct houndary between 
Siah Koh and the la^t houndary-pillar in llashtatan. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) J. WOOD, 
Secretary to the Government of [ndia. 


Ineliisnre 3 in No. 131. 

Majo) Sykes to Government of India. 

Sir, Meshed, March 10, 1900. 

1 II AAMi tlu'honour to attach eojiies of various corresiiondeuce relating to the 
jlfghau frontier. 

Ohief in importance is a letter from iM. Alolitor, Director-General ol Customs 
for Khorassan, wliich was written after two interviews with me. 

.M. Molitor and m\si'lf agrt'c 

(a.) 'That the prc'sc'ut state of atlaiis is luo'^t undesirable. 

(/).) That unless .steps be taken to ]uit an ('ud to lhe.se const ant murch'rs reprisals 
ill (Misue. 

M. .Molitor, in tin'concluding portion of his letter, outlines a suggestion on the 
subject. 

2. .Is to the present murder, I inelosi' :i eijpy of the' letter which 1 have written 
to the Govi'rnor of Herat on the subject, but I regard the case as an incident, Avhieh 
forms part of tlu'wider (pu'siion of our general [losition on the Afghan frontier and 
it i--on this subjeet that I now purpose addn'ssing tlu'Government of India. 

I would point out that for siwt'ral years there has bei'ii no particular 


development of our policy on this frontiei^, whereas the Russians have increased the 
number and strength of their garrisons along the Russo-Persian and llusso-Afghan 
frontiers and have spent enormous sums on strategical roads and railways. Apart 
from this, they have effected a masterly stroke by the organization of a quarantine 
cordon from Turshiz to a point beyond Karez. At the latter centre, as reported in 
my despatch of the 22nd November, 1905, they are in considerable strength, and at 
the present time are taking advantage of the epidemic in Seistan and the rumours 
of ])lague in Afghanistan to examine and generally to interfere with caravans coming 
from Afghanistan to Persia by that or by other routes. In short, Russia has never, 
to the best of my knowledge, evolved a cleverer or more successful scheme in Persia 
than this quarantine cordon, which is mainly supported at the expense of the Persian 
Government and is capable of considerable develoj)ment, as the immediate future may 
prove. As a counterpoise to this the Consulate was founded at Turbat-i-IIcideri, 
which has, so far as British subjects are concerned, checkmated the action of the 
Russians, but this Consulate, although it has generally strengthened our position in 
the districts of Turbat-i-Heideri, Turshiz, Khaf, and Barkharz, has not been accom- 
panit'd by any permanent increase on the frontier, which is, after all, of very great 
importance. 

■t. To combat this weak point, I recommended in the letter referred to above— 

(a.) That the pay of the British Agent at Karez should be increased; 

[b.) Tliat a hosintal assistant shouhl be stationed at Karez; 

(c) That the above, together with the Turcoman dak-sowars, should be housed in 
a 3uital)le building; and 

(d.) That the frontier should be visited frequently by the Consul at Turbat and 
occasionally by the Consul-General. 

Aloreover, as it is desirable to find out more exactly the present state of affairs 
prevailing on the Perso-Afghan frontier {vide my despatch of the 25th November, 
1905), I am arranging to send a secret envoy to report on this question. I think that, 
at ))rcsenl at any rate, it is not desirable for^British officers to visit the debateablo area 
in person. 

5. Since I wrote the above suggestions events have added force to my arguments, 
as not only have rumours of plague at Kbaf and then at Turbat-i-Shoikh Jam been 
circulated with a view to the establishment of a second Russian cordon, but at 
the ])rcscnt time the Russian doctor at Karez is most active, and may at any moment 
cause infinite annoyance to trade betiveen Herat and Meshed, and thereby prove the 
power of Russia to the Afghans. In fact, Russia is fighting us succe.ssful’ly with her 
array of doctors, just as she is driving British trade from Khorassan by means of her 
financial arms, aiiled by her gcjographical [)osition. 

6. Under these circumstances it behoves us, in addition to meeting the above 
attack'^, to forge if possible a new w'('a])on, and I mafu' the following suggestion, 
although I am not able to feel sure that it is a practicable one, as 1 am ignorant 
of the present state of the relations between the Government of India and His 
Highness the Ameer. 

Briefly, I would sugg('st that these frontier disputes should be settled at an 
annual meeting on the frontier at which a British official—generally His A'lajesty’s 
Consul at Turbat—would be present, and which would bo attended by representatives 
of the Governor of Herat and the Governor-General of Khorassan. 

7. f claim that by this arrangement we should gain more influence with the 
Afghans; more knoAvledge of the frontier, wdiich must some day bo delimited; and, 
finally, these raids and murders would at any rate decrease in number, and might 
eventually cease. 

I am well aware that infinite patience and tact would be required, and that at 
first little progress would be perceptible; but I am convinced that not only is the 
schemi' leasible, if the Ameer agrees to it, but that its inception is imperatively called 
for. AI. Alolitor u'ould support such a scheme most strongly, and its refusal by the 
Persian Government would place them in a difficult position. 

8. Other aspects of the case are that the Belgian Administration would be 
constantly indc'bted to us, and this would in all probability insure the continuance 
of the present excellent relations which exist between this Consulate-General and the 
Customs. At the same time care would have to be exorcised to prevent the Afghans 
from thinking that we were favouring the hated Customs officers, who should bo 
represented by a Persian and not a European at these meetings, 

9. MTth respect to the Russians, it has hitherto been our fate that a forward 
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movement sliould he made by tliem, to wliich we have had to reply as best we could. 
Instances of this arc the quarantine cordon and the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line. 
I r, however, my scheme were accepted tliere would ho a change in this state of affairs, 
similar to that which Sir Arthur MacMahon effected in Seistan. That this is 
desirable, and tliat the present position of affairs is unsatisfactory and increasingly so, 
few can deny ; wlno'cas the scheme I propose is capable of considerable development. 

10. Such a sclicme should, in my opinion, he worked entirely by this Consulate- 
General, which alone is in touch with the Governor-General of Khorassan, the 
Governor of Herat, and the Director-General of Customs. Kain forms part of the 
S('istan Consular di^^trict, hut as it is also a district of Khorassan, there would he no 
difficulty in dealing with the Shoukat-ul-Mulk, who naturally looks to .Meshed, and is 
an old friend of mine. His Majesty’s Consul, Seistan, would also, I think, agree with 
me on this question. 

11. A copy of this letter is being sent to llis Majesty’s Charge d’Affaircs, 
Ti'hran, and to Jlis Majesty’s Consul, Seistan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. M. SYKES. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 131. 

M. MoliLor to Major Sykes. 

M. le Consul-General, Meshed, le 8 Mars, 1906. 

PAE Idlenramme cn date du 13 Edvricr, rAdministration Centrale des Douanes 
me iircscrivait d’envoyer au Seistan tons les renseignements nccessaires au sujet de 
I’assassinat du Chef de la Douane do Yezdan et de 1’enlevement du fils de ce dernier, 
pour pi'i’inettre au Consul Britannique de Seistan de rechcrcher les coupahles. 

.I’ai repondu a notre Administration quo, vu la presence h Meshed du Consul- 
General Britannique, il serait heaucoup plus facile de trailer cette affaire ici, que le 
Consulat-Gcneral est on communication constante avee le Gouverncur de lldrat. 
Cclte circonstancc nous jicrmettrait d’ohtenir heaucoup plus rajiidi'ment la lihdration 
du malheureu.x enfant ({ue les meurtriers de Gholam llussein ont enlcvd. 

J(> proliti' de cette occasion, ^1. le Consul-Gendral, pour vous Cairo rernarquer 
(pic voila Ic iroisif^me meurtre commis cn huit mois par les Afghans sur notre 
personnel dc la frontii're. Les excuses quo donnont les meurtriers en Afghanistan, 
(pic nos cni|)loy(;s avaii'nt avee eux des comptes dc sang, ou hieii que nos homines 
avai('iit prolit('‘ (!(> lenr iiosition pour leur ran(;onncr, ne [leuvent f'trc prises en con- 
si(l(irati()n. 

1. 'rout le mondi' sait coinhien la justice ffersane punit siiV(''rcmcnt les meurtres, 
ce (pii tmli'^ve toutc (in.ssihilite de vendetla lijgitinie a exercer; 

2. hour I’accusation d’exaclions, v()US vouliez bien, M. le Consul-Gducral, me 
rendie la jnsticii dc rcconnaitia' (pu; j’ai toujours pris les mesures les plus imm(5diates 
nun seulcineiit qiiand je rccevais des plaintcs, mais nu'me (piand je pensais qu’il 
pouvait y avoir des alms. 

Dans CCS conditions, des meurtres commis avee une si atroce barharie sont 
profondement rtivoltants: ces actos pouvent avoir a cette froutii^re les consequences 
les ])lus graves, car on ne pent espdrer (]ue les employds Persans vont continuer a se 
laiss(>r massacrer sans protester. N(Janmoins, j’ai donnd les ordres les plus sev(''res a 
nos (unployes de ne se servir de leurs armes qu’a la toutc dernidre extremitd, et en 
tons cas de ne jamais so livrer a des repriisaillos, quclques legitimes qu’ellos puissent 
leur semhlcr. 

En tons cas, je liens a insister encore ])our oulever tout semhlant d’excuso aux 
assassinats, sur ce point que jamais une exaction d’un employif; no Cut laissde impunie 
jiar notre Administration, et chaque fois qu’une plainte a ote (lepos(5e par un Afghan, 
'soit j)ar voie diplomatique, soit directement, I’cnquete la plus s(5vdro a toujours ete 
immiidiatemeut ordounde. Les nomhreuses punitions et rdvocations d’employi^s a 
cette I'rontidre, au plus linger soup^on, prouvent combien notre Administration a 
toujours tenu son renom d’intdgrite et la correction de scs emjdoyds. 

En m6me temps (pie j’insiste sur le retour immddiat du tils de Gholam Hussein, qui 
est eneor(‘, pavait-il, prisonnier ii Ildrat, jo crois devoir exprimer combien il serait h 
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desirer que I’on trouvht un modus vivendi qui, cn assurant la punition des vols et 
meurtres a cette frontidre, supprimerht rapidement ces habitudes, qui, au vingtidme 
sidcle, sont un pdnihle anachronisme. 

Le Directeur-Gendral, 

(Signd) A. MOLITOR. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 131. 

M. slolitor to Major Sykes. 

M. le Consul-Gdn(iral, Meshed, le 10 Mars, 1906. 

COMME compldment a ma lettre du 8 Mars, j’ai I’honneur de vous informer que 
les meurtriers connus dc nous du Chef de Douane de Yezdan sont Mahomed Osman 
et ses deux frdres, et Mahomed Yassin, tons de Ziaretgah. 

En meme temps que ma profonde reconnaissance pour I’intdret que vous voulez 
bien ddploycr pour ohtenir la punition du crime dont a 6te victime notre malheureux 
employ(5, je vous prie, &c. 

Le Directeur-Gdndral, 

(Signd) A. MOLITOR. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 131. 

Major Sykes to Governor of Herat. 

(Translation.) * 

(After compliments.) [Undated.'] 

I AM sending you a copy of a letter which has been addressed to me by 
M. Molitor, Director-General of Customs, Khorassan. In the first case he was 
extremely angry, as this is the third murder of a Persian official on this frontier within 
the last three months, and he wished to stop all caravans from Afghanistan entering 
Persia. I, however, pointed out that I felt sure that you, on your part, equally 
regretted what had happened, and were taking action in the matter. 

T have thus arranged with the Director-General to delay taking strong measures 
until I heard from you. 

2. You will, 1 feel sure, appreciate the gravity of the situation, as, since this 
murder of a Persian official, seven Persians, servants of the Amir of Kain, arc reported 
to have been murdered in the same locality when returning from Herat, and when 
they wore still, in a sense, your guests. 

3. The son of the murdered man has, I hclicve, been sent back to Persia, hut, in 
case my information to this effect be incorrect, please send him to me at once. 
IMahomed Aslam, British Agent at Karez, will hi* instructed to receive the hoy if sent 
to him. At the same time I have full eonlidence that you have kindly treated the 
boy, and have in no way treated him as a prisoner, as ivas the rumour at one time. 

t. As to the murderers, whose names are given in the supplementary letter of the 
Director of Customs, kindly inform me what action you have taken, after in([uiry, in 
punishing this murder, or what action you propose to take, as it is as disadvantag('ous 
for Afghanistan just as much as for Persia that these outrages should take place, and 
I think that you Avill agree that the action of the Director-General of Customs 
in restraining his officials is most praiseworthy, as Khorassan is fuU of Afghans 
who could he seized as hostages, whereas there are very few Persian subjects in 
Afghanistan. 

6. In conclusion, I hope that for the sake of justice, and also for the interests of 
Afghan-Persian trade and friendly relations, you will take strong action in this case 
and punish the guilty with stern retribution; and I hope that you will reply to me 
quickly on this subject, as any delay will increase the gravity of the situation. 

(Signed) P. M. SYKES. 
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No. 132. 


Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 110.) 

gir^ Tehran, April 23, 1906. 

[ IIAVE the honour to transmit herewitii a copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Tabreez, recording a conversation with the Imam Jumeh of that 
town regarding political altairs in Persia. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure in No. 132. 

Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 17.) 

Sir, Tabreez, March 28, 1906. 

I IIAVE the honour to report that yesterday I had an interview with the Imam 
Jumeh of Tabreez, during the course of wliich his Reverence, in reply to my request 
for news IVom ’Pehran, informed me that the public were waiting to sec if the Shah 
intended to execute the promises he recently made concerning the dismissal of M. Naus 
and other points, hut that the forces which had extorted the promises still held together, 
and would insist on exact performance. It was evident from the Iman Jumeh’s remarks 
that he was at one with his Tehran colleagues in the matter. 

’Phe Mujtehed indulged in some very frank criticisms ot the Shah, who, he said, 
was ruining his country. The Valiahd, when he came to the throne, would, the [mam 
Jumeh was coufulent, prove himself a much more capable Ruler, and would himself 
govern, ami not hand over the conduct of affairs to such an incapable and unpatriotic 
cli(iue as that which now' held sway at Tehran. 

'Phe [mam Jumeh wa.s, as usual, very hitter on the subject of Russian encroachments, 
hut he seemed hopeful that a stand would he made against them before long, and that, 
even ii‘ it were impossible to take the Julfa-Tahreez road out of Russian hands, any 
further public works in Azerbaijan w-ould be carried out by natives. 

Ilesaiil that the Valiahd was altering his opinions; that His [mperial Highness 
was very well disposed towards me personally, but that he required careful handling for 
a time. 

Turning to the subject of the Urmi Mujtehed, he expressed his gratitude for the 
settlemenl of the case, and assured me that Alirza Hussein Agha would give no trouble 
in the future, and that he himself would be guarantee for his Urmi colleague's good 
behaviour. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


[16422] No. 133. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 111.) 

Sir, Tehran, Apiil 23, 190G. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from His 
Alajesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez on the subject of His [mperial Highness the 
Valiahd. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
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Inclosure in No. 133. 

Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 13.' 

Sir, Tabreez, March 21, 1906. 

T HAA^E the honour to rejmrt that since my return from Urmi I have noticed a 
marked increase in the cordiality of the Valiahd towards me. Hitherto in the rare 
interviews I have had with him (owing to His Imperial Highness’ and my own absences 
from I’abreez we have resided in the town for barely seven months altogether) his 
manner, though polite, has been always marked by a certain restraint bordering oti 
nervousness, which those of my colleagues with whom I have compared notes tell me 
is usual with him. As soon, however, as I returned to Tabreez three weeks ago, the 
Valiahd intimated that he wished to see me directly the first ten days of Atuharram had 
been got through, and in the audience he gave me on the 8th instant he manifested 
not the slightest stiffness, but conversed with a cordiality which was as agreeable as it 
was surprising, considering how we have come into conflict over the questions of .Majid- 
es-Siiltaneh and Mirza Hussein Agha. At the conclusion of the interview His Imperial 
Highness invited me to a day’s shooting with him at an early date on his preserves at 
Baba Baghi, near Tabreez. 

On the day first fixed a heavy fall of snow rendered the expedition impossible, but 
on the afternoon of the 18th instant [ went to Baba Baghi on the Valiahd’s renewed 
invitation, and passed the night there as His Imperial Highness’ guest. 

[ reached the village before the Prince, who, on his arrival, was so kind as to ride 
up to my lodging to inquire whether I had all I wanted. 

Next day the weather was again too bad for shooting, and while waiting for it to 
clear I had a conversation with His Imperial Highness, wl,iich lasted more than an hour. 
After touching on the usual sporting topics, the A^alialul spoke to me with remarkable 
frankness of the various difficulties of his administration, such as the ’rurkish frontier 
question and the insubordination of the nomad tribes in the Ardebil district, and he 
furthm- mentionetl that the constant increase of Russian subjects residing in Azerbaijan 
had added greatly to his anxieties. He also informed me that he had been much 
struck by the bearing of the Indian sowars both here and at Tehran, and that he had 
determined to clothe his bodyguard in uniforms resembling theirs. He bail already, he 
said, ordered khaki cloth, putties, and turbans for the purpose. 

As the weather continued unfavourable he asked me to remain another night, in the 
hope that circumstances might be more ))ropitious on the inorrpw; but shortly after¬ 
wards he received a telegram from the Shah ordering him to the telegraph-office to 
receive a communication concerning the Boundary Commission, and was compelled to 
return to Tabreez, first informing me that he would fix another date for our shoot as 
soon as Nowruz was over. Yesterday he sem. me an express rifle as a present. 

I cannot venture to predict the probable duration of His Imperial Highness’ sudden 
manifestation of favour, nor do 1 quite understand the causes which have led to it. 
There seems, however, no reason to doubt that he is at present well disposed, and this is 
recognized by others as well ns myself, as the following circumstance shows : AVhen 
Imam Kuli Mirza was leaving Urmi, I asked him whether he would like me to speak to 
the Valiahd on his behalf, but he declined the offer, thinking that my intervention might 
do more harm than good. A few days ago he called on me to say good-bye, and said 
that he would now be much obliged if I would put in a good word for him, as the 
Valiahd seemed changed. I forgot to mention that the Valiahd told me at Baba Baghi 
that Imam Kuli Mirza had offended him by endeavouring to get out of going to 
Ardebil as Governor when ordered there, and that in consetjuence he would be left with¬ 
out employment for a time. As the Valiahd knew that Imam Kuli Mirza was a friend 
of mine, the natural course from a Persian ))oii)t of view would have been to speak 
kindly of him and invent excuses for his dismissal, so the frank statement of His Imperial 
Highness’ annoyance seems rather a sign of sincerity. 

The Valiahd has not broached the subject of the Labaree case, but his private 
physician, Logman-el-Mcmalik, told me, presumably by order, that His Imperial Highness 
was extremely worried over it, and most anxious to terminate this most unsatisfactory 
business. 1 replied that no one could be more desirous of seeing the last of it than 
myself, but unfortunately the matter was entirely in the hands of the American Minister, 
and no suggestions I could offer had any weight with him. 

I gathered from the Logman that the A’aliahd’s view was that after such substantial 
blood nu)ney had been paid and accei)ted it w'as unfair to pres.*! him to effect the 
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exemplary chastisement of the men accused of the murder, particularly in view of the 
critical state of affairs on the frontier and the very stron" position of the Kurds. 

[ devoutly hope that I shall not he called on to compromise my relations with the 
Valiahd by further interference in a purely American affair, particularly when there 
seems no prospect whatever of such interference leading to a satisfactory result, 
unless the United States’ Minister modifies considerably his present uncompromising 
attitude. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


[16423] No. 134. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 112.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 24, 1906. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 80 of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward copies of further correspondence regarding the Urrai case. 

You will see that the United States' Minister emphatically declines to encourage 
the American missionaries at Urmi in the proposal to allow the Kurds implicated in 
the Laharce murder to take “bast ” with them. 

I fear that Mr. Pearson’s letter of the oth instant to the Rev. W. Shedd can only 
increase tlu' very strained relations existing between that gentleman and the American 
Presbyterian ^Mission in Persia. 

I llclVC &c« 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure in No. 134. 

('onsid-General Wratislnw to ^fr. E. Grant Dud'. 

(No 10.) 

Sir, Tabreez, March 14, 1906. 

W’l'l'll refermice to my telegram No. 13 of tlui 6th instant, I have the honour to 
report that I have cv('ry confidence that my informant, who is in a position to know, 
told me the truth in asserting that the Valiahd is endeavouring to persuade the Kurds 
accused of ])arliei})ating in the murder of Mr. Laharce to take “ hast’’ in the American 
Mission at Urmi. Resides this, the Karguzar of Tahre(’Z has asked me how such a 
step would he regarded hy the United States’ Government, intimating at the same 
time that, in his opinion, it was the only way of terminating this affair. Not having 
at the lime received your ti'legram of the 10th instant, containing Mr. Pearson’s 
stat('ment that the United States’ Government “ would make no objection,’’ I replied 
that L had no information on this i)articular point, hut that, to the best of my 
knowh'dge, the United States’ Government insisted on the exemplary punishment of 
the criminals. 

If left to the.mselvcs, the American missionaries would probably he glad to 
emhrac(' evtm so tame a solution to a situation which is almost intolerable. For two 
whole years they have been cnit otf from their work in the district to the west of Urmi, 
which is a forbidden land to them so long as their dilTcrences with tlu; Begzadeh are 
unsettled. The United States’ Legation has hitherto vetoed any suggestion for a 
com])romisc, on the ground that the murder of a United States’ citizen must not pass 
without severe j)unifthment, but there seems no reason to hope that such punishment 
is any more within the bounds of juobability at the present time than it Avas two years 
ago; indeed, I should imagine that it is le.ss so. 'Phe British missionaries are in the 
same predicament as their American coll{'agu(3s. 

Another point which must not he lost sight of is the extreme improbability of 
our being able to bring forward sulficient evidence to secure a conviction, even should 
the Kurds eventually surrender or be captured, unless the Persian Government makes 
a complete volte face and sliows itself as anxious to punish them as it has hitherto 
been anxious to shield them. 'Po have the charge “not proven ” would be a far worse 
fiasco than to j^ardon the otfeuders. I do not think it probable that the Kurds would 
follow the Valiahd’s advice unless they received some assurance from the missionaries 
themselves that the latter would discliargo the usual obligation of persons receiving 
bastees. Should such assuranei' be given, I haA'e little doubt that the accused 
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would take asylum at the American Mission and sue for pardon. Should they do .so 
without the previous consent of the missionaries, the latter would have to see them 
through, as it would be contrary to all custom to give up bastees for unconditional 
punishment, and to do so Avould expose the missionaries to almost inevitable reprisals. 

For this reason the scheme should be nipped in the bud, in order to avoid further 
complications, unless the United States’ Minister is serious (which the tone of his 
n essage gives me reason to doubt) in stating that the United States’ Government 
would make no objection. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 

[Other Inclosures arc not printed.] 


[16424] No. 135. 

Ml. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 113. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 24, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter from Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. A. Douglas, Military Attache of Ills Majesty’s Legation, recording a 
conversation with the Turkisli Alilitary Attache regarding the Turco-Persian frontier 
dispute. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure in No. 135, 

LientenanGColonel Douglas to Mr. E. Grant Duff, 

(No. 27.) 

_ Tehran, April 24, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that yesterday I had a long conversation with 
the Military Attachd to the Turkish Embassy on the subject of the frontier dispute. It 
appears that a force of Turkish troops, consisting of two regiments of infantry, two 
regiments of cavalry, and a battery of artillery, making a total of about 8,000 men, 
under the command of Brigadier-General Izzet Pasha, is now in occupation of the whole 
of the Lahijan district, nith their head-quarters at Peswa,* a fortified village about 
21 miles west of Suj Bulak ; that I .ahijan has been ])roclaimcd a “ sanjak ” of Suleimanieh, 
and that a 'Purkish Kaiinakam has been appointed to it. 

On my asking the motives which prompted this action, .lemil Bey told me that the 
otlicial view of his Government was that this is Turkish territory, and that the Persian 
Customs officials having last year raised the question of the frontier, they had found it 
necessary to protect their interests by sending troops there. 

The Sublime Porte, he said, did not consider that the question was one that 
admitted of any discussion, and their Ambassador here, in accordance with instructions 
had within the last few days addressed an otlicial note in the above sense to the 
Persian Government. 

1 pointed out that Peswa was to the east of the disputed territory, as shown 
in the map of the Mixed Commission of 1849-55, and that the Turks could not 
substantiate any claim to it, which lie practically admitted, and he gave me as his 
opinion that the real cause of the Turkish action is the persistent refusal of the Persian 
Government to settle any cases, or to pay any attention to diplomatic representations 
on the part of the Ambassador here, till finally the Sultan had lost patience and taken 
this step. 

It seems evident that the Turks have no intention of withdrawing their troops, or 
even of disenssing the question further, and therefore, unle.ss some other Power 
intervenes, the Persians have no alternative but either to acquie.sce in the situation, or 
to expel the intruders by force. It is difficult to believe that in the present state of the 
Persian army and the finances of the country they will be so foolish as to adopt the 
latter course, which could not fail to end in complete disaster, and might well entail a 
further loss of territory. 


* PuKsova. 
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r may add that the usual summer camp outside Tehran is this year to be held some 
two mold ha earlier than usual, and will consist of seven or eight “fauj” from the 
districts of Kazvin and Irak, portions of four of which have already arrived. My 
colleague appeared to think that the change of date had some connection with the 
frontier dispute, which it may havei in so far that this question has brought prominently 
to the notice of the Shah and his advisers the serious shortcomings of the armed forces 
of the country. The management of the camp has been intrusted to the Nasr-es-Saltaneh, 
much to the disgust, I understand, of His Imperial Highness the Minister for War, who 
has consequently left Tehran on a pilgrimage to Kum. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Military Attache'. 


[16425] No. 136. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff'to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(JS'o, 114. Secret.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 24, 1906. 

I H4VM the honour to report that, aftei' an absence of nearly seven months, 
IM .1, Nans the ^Minister of Customs and Posts, returned last Friday to Tehran. 

liU Fxcclhmey paid me a long visit yesterday. I inquired what had been the 
result of his ni'gotiations with the Turkish Government witli regard to the Treaty of 
Commerce, lie replied that the Treaty had been drawn up, hut that, up to the 
present, the Sultan had refused to ratify it. 

Ilia Excellency went on to say that Im had been much struck on his return to 
Persia by the change for the Avorsc. The whole country was in a most deplorable 
condition; there was no money; discontent and opposition to the Government'were 
everywhere rampant; there was plague in Soistan ; and a dispute W'as in progress 
with Turkey, the consequences of which it was impossible to foresee. 

II is Excellency then made a very startling statement, lie said that he was 
convinced that the Grand Vizier was plotting again,st the Shah, and intended to make 
an attempt to jilace the Shoa-es-Saltaneh on the throne. I inquired whether his 
Excelleniiy had any positive information concerning his susiiieions. lie gave an 
evasive answer, adding, “ lie (the Grand Vizier) murdered the Vazir-i-Durbar, and is 
quite capable of putting the tShah out of the way if it suits his purpose.” 

I have at present received no information tending to confirm M. Naus’ suspicions, 
blit his ExccllciKiy is no doubt well posted in what goes on at Court, and I repeat his 
statmnents for what they are worth, if there were a Palace revolution here I presume 
tlmt His Majesty’s Government would support the Valiahd. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GllANT DUEE. 


[16428] No. 137. 

Ml. E. Gnnit DulF to Sir Ediriird Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(Nw 117.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 25, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of two despatches* addrc.ssed to 
the (Jovermnent of India by llis Majesty’s Consul in Seistan regarding the recent riots 
at Nasratebad (Seistan). 

I also inclose copy of a note to the Mushir-ed-Dowich, informing his Excellency of 
the names, as far as they have at present been ascertained, of the ringleaders in the 
disturbances. 

1 have made it (pute clear to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that it is the duty of the 
Persian Government and not of llis Majesty’s Consul in Seistan to discover and punish 
the persons instigating and concerned in the riot, and that my furnishing the names, as 
far as tliey are knovn to us, is a mere act of courtesy. 

I haA'c, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GKANT DUEE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 137. 


Consul Maepherson to Government of India. 

f Confidential.) 

Sir, Seistan, March 29, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a Eeport on the riots in Seistan, of the 
occurrence of which you have been previously advised by my telegrams of the 27th 
and 28th March respectively. 

2. On the 26th March the huts for the reception of plague cases from the city were 
conqileted, and arrangements were made with M. Cattersel that Hospital Assistant 
Shaik Ahmad, with the Malik-ul-Hakuma, should proceed to the city on the morning of 
the 27th and endeavour to induce the relatives of the sick to allow of their removal to 
ho.spital. At 1-30 p.m.. Hospital Assistant Shaik Ahmad brought a message from 
M. Cattersel to the effect that he himself would accompany the two native doctor.s, that 
he had written a letter to M. Zaplotynsky asking him to be present, and that he also 
desired Captain Kelly’s presence, 

I immediately proceeded to the Customs office, accompanied by Captain Kelly, 
and [jointed out the inadvisability of allowing European'^ to assist on this occasion, as 
the people would probably be excited, and would in all probability resent the presence 
of Europeans, that it was absolutely necessary that no display of force be made, if it 
was desired that the people should have confidence in the hospital, otherwise subsequent 
cases would be concealed, and that the chance of a disturbance would be reduced to a 
minimum if the removal were carried out entirely by the native doctors. M. Cattersel 
finally agreed, and Hospital Assistant Shaik Ahmad was instructed to co-operate with 
the Persian doctor, and commence removing the sick on the following morning. 

3. On the morning of the 27th two cases of plague were brought to the hospital, 
the relatives being quite willing that they should be treated there, but the third house 
which was visited contained a female patient whose relatives objected to her removal. 
Shaik Ahmad endeavoured to persuade them, but as they remained firm he desisted, and 
left the case. Mirza Sadik Khan, of the Customs Department, however, declined to 
leave the case, and endeavoured to remove the woman by force. Shaik Ahmad then, 
leaving the vicinity, w’ent to the house of the Persian doctor, and very shortly afterwards 
an excited crow'd collected in front of this house. He and the Malik spoke to the 
people, and told them if they had any gricvaiice, that they should proceed to the 
Customs office.* 

4. About this time news of a disturbance in the city reached the Consulate, and I 
saw Shaik Ahmad, accompanied by a large crowd, leave the gate of the city Shaik 
Ahmad and the better dressed people in the mob proceeded to the Customs office, 
while the remainder, in all about 250 persons, came in the direction of the plague huts, 
which are situated about 150 yards from the Consulate Hospital. 1 at once gave orders 
for the escort to fall in, and, accompanied by Captain Kelly, proceeded to the Consulate 
Hospital, which, owing to its proximity to the plague huts, w'ould probably invite the 
attention of the mob, and as it is outside the high wall surrounding the Consulate there 
was nothing to prevent the people entering and destroying the place. On arriving at 
the liospital I spoke to one of the rioters, and he informed me that the people had no 
cause of complaint against the Consulate, but that they objected to iheir sick being 
removed to the Plague Hospital, and to their women being examined; he also stated 
that a corpse of a Mahommedan had been burnt that day by the Customs officers. 

5. By this time the main crowxl of the rioters had destroyed the plague hut.s, and 
were returning to the city, the road passing in front of the Consulate Hospital. They 
appeared to he very excited, and as soon as they saw Captain Kelly and myself they 
commenced to shout, wave their sticks, and throw lumps of hardened mud in our 
direction; the people who w'cre close to us appeared to he better disposed, and endeavoured 
to prevent this hostile demonstration, but their efforts were futile, and the rioters came 
on Avith a rush. We withdrew inside the Consulate wall, and while doing so I was struck 
on the arm, Captain Kelly was struck on the shoulder. Jemadar Eazal Rahaman was 
struck on the arm, ns was also the compounder of the hospital. 'Phe crowd then entered 
the hospital and destroyed most of the furniture and all the medicines Avhich happened 
to be on the shelves. They also endeavoured to hurst in the door leading to the 
Consulate grounds, and one man climbed partly over the wall. He was warned that if 
he came any farther he would bo shot, and a pistol was discharged over his head, where¬ 
upon he retired, and the crow'd withdrew. 


* Vide Sliaik Aliiiiacl'.s Koport, attached. 
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* r.atei lie-jpatch not printed. 
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f). When passing the main entrance to the Consulate, on their way back to the 
city, the crowd halted and threw stones at the gate, hut they did not attempt to climb 
tlie walls at this place ; they then proceeded towards the Customs office, and as Hospital 
Assistant Shaik Ahmad was last seen going in that direction I went there with the 
escort. On the way we passed through the rnoh, sonie of whom were well-disposed, and 
cleared a way for us, but others in the background threw pieces of brick and sticks in 
our direction, none of which, however, did any harm. On arriving at the Customs 
office I found that the Russian Consul with a party of Cossacks had already arrived 
there, and they had not been in any way molested by the crowd. Shaik Ahmad was 
also here, and he had suffered no ill-treatment, but Mirza Sactik Khan had been badly 
beaten, and his clothes had been torn off by the mob. 

Both M. lilekrassof and M. Cattersel were convinced that the riot was caused by 
.the Persian doctor and the telegraph master, and while discussing the event a letter 
was received by M. Nekrassof. He informed us that it contained news that emissaries 
had been sent to Bunjar, and that the people of Bunjar were coming in to attack the 
Russian Consulate. 

7. I then returned to the Consulate, taking Shaik Ahmad with me, and proceeded to 
j)ut the place in a state of defence. ^Phere were in all fifteen men of the escort and 
lour Britisti officers available, about twenty Afghans, who happened to be in the city, 
also came and offered their services. These men were divided up and posted to different 
positions, a few being armed with spare rifles and shot guns belonging to the officers, 
and the remainder were supplied with sticks. The gates were strengthened, but the 
perimeter of the Consulate is so extensive that it would not have been possible to hold 
the outer wall if the place were attacked in force. 

The people remained in a very excited state all day, and a Majilis was held which 
lasted well on into the night; tlsoy were all sworn on the Koran that they would join 
forces with the inhabitants of the surrounding towns and attack the Customs office 
in the morning, as the ill-feeling appears to be prineipally directed against the Belgian 
officers. 

8. The inhabitants of the Consulate remained on the alert all night, but no 
disturbance took place. Early in the morning a letter was received from the Deputy- 
Covernor, in reply to one which f had previously written him warning him of his 
rcs])onsibilities. lie informed me that he had sent men to Bunjar and to the 
surrounding towns, and that he hoped lie would be able to prevent a renewal of the 
disturbances 

9. On the 28th the people remained in a very excited condition, and I heard that 
rumours were being spread to the effect that a corpse had been exhumed by the 
Cu,stoma Department, and that tlie medicines which had been given to the people had 
poisoned them. I also heard that some of the people object to being treated by Shaik 
Ahmad. 

In the afternoon the Deputy-Governor paid me a visit, and after expressing his 
regret at the occurrences of yesterday, he inspected the wrecked hospital ; but although 
he was willing to admit that the attack was entirely unprovoked, he stated that he did 
not tliink it advisable to arrest the ringleaders at present, as he had not sufficient force 
at his disposal to cope with an extensive riot, involving the surrounding towns ; he 
promised, liowever, to collect his men, and when he has a force sufficiently strong to 
punish the leaders. 

10. Strong [larties were again posted at the different gates during the night, and 
the Consulate remained in a state of siege, 

11. On the 29th, as the plague is spreading rapidly, the Mullahs decided to 
sacrifice a goat, and this animal was accordingly led round the city, accompanied by a 
large crowd with a band and some banners, 'fhey were not actively hostile, although 
they passed close to the Consulate. 

12. 'fovvards midday a mob was observed approaching from the direction of Bunjar; 
they were met by the Mustofi, whom at finst they treated with contempt, but he was 
backed up by some of the Mullahs, who persuaded the Syeds to depute a small number 
of their leading men to go into the city and lay their grievances before the Deputy- 
Governor. 

13. 'I’he Mustoti subsequently came and reported to me that the grievances of the 
Bunjaris were as follows 

(1.) Tliat Sultan Mahomed, a British trader, who had given religious abuse on 
the day of the riot, was to he expelled the country or handed over to them for 
punishment. 

(2.) That Sadik Khan, the Customs Mirza, and Hospital Assistant Shaik Ahmad 
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had stripped and examined women at Daudi, and had burnt a Koran amongst the effects 
of an infected person. 

(5.) That the Belgians should be prohibited from any interference in plague work, 
which the people would carry out themselves. 

(4.) That the practice of Seistanis being employed as news-writers by the Russians 
and British was to be prohibited. 

(.0.) That a written agreement was to be taken that none of the rioters of the first 
day were to be punished. 

13. The Mustofi, after assuring me that we had nothing to fear, as the people were 
really excited only against the Belgians—the attack on our hospital having been an 
unpremeditated act, .subsequently much regretted by the people—rejoined the Deputy- 
Governor at the telegraph office. 

14. During the course of the afternoon the crowds gradually dispersed, and by 
evening all seemed quiet. 

15. I should have mentioned that on the first day after the attack on the hospital, 
and when our position seemed critical, as emissaries had then been sent to all the 
surrounding villages to stir up the people, and there was every probability of a general 
rising, I sent an urgent message to Mr. Hughes, A.D.S.P., at Robat requesting him to 
bring up with the least possible delay the reserve of levies at that post to reinforce the 
Consulate guard. 

1 ventured to take the above responsibility on myself, as a delay of at least three 
days would have occurred had I first telegraphed for sanction to His Majesty’s Minister 
at I’chran, and at least six days in the event of a reference being made to the Govern¬ 
ment of India. Owing to two sowars of the Consulate escort having accompanied 
Captain Keyes, and Gvo more being on duty at Lutak in charge of the grain dep6t 
there, wdiilc a fifth was sick, only one Jemadar and fourteen men remained at my 
disposal here with a total of less than 4,000 rounds of ammunition, and this force was 
altogether inadequate for the situation which then threatened. 

I trust therefore that my action, which seemed a most necessary and justifiable 
precaution to take, will not meet with disapproval. 

16. With reference to the allusions in my telegrams regarding the Russians being 
the real instigators of the riot, a number of facts pointing to this conclusion have come 
to my notice, but as I do not wish to delay this Report, and as the post is about to leave, 
this matter will be made the subject of a separate report. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. D. MACPHERSON, Captain, 

Hin Britannic Majesty's Consul for Seistan and Kain. 


Inclosnre 2 in No. 137. 

Hospital Assistant Shaik Ahmad's Statement. 

ON the morning of the 27lh March, the day on which the disturbances took place, 
by order of the Sanitary Commission 1 went to the city with Sadik Khan (the Customs’ 
Mirza) to try to induce certain persons who were ill of the plague, and their relatives, &c., 
to leave their homes and go into a small segregation camp which had been erected for 
them near the British Consulate Hospital. We induced some six persons to go to the 
segregation camp (one of whom was actually ill of the plague) without much difficulty 
and without any opposition. I then suggested to Sadik Khan that we should visit the 
Persian doctor, and ask him to co-operate with us; he, however, wished to see one other 
plague case first, and we accordingly did so. This case was that of a woman sick of the 
plague, but unwilling to leave her home, and her son (a young man about 22 years of 
age) coming in shortly after our arrival also refused to let her go. Sadik Khan pressed 
her, and seemed ready to resort to force if she persisted in her refusal. In view of my 
instructions, which forbade me to even approach anything in the nature of compulsory 
measures, 1 did not feel justified in pressing the woman further, and, leaving Sadik 
Khan with the woman, went to the house (d‘ the Persian doctor which was close by. 
When I loft no people had collected, and the only persons in the house were Sadik 
Khan, the ill woman, one son aged about 22 years, two younger sons, and one other man. 
Sadik Khan and the elder son were arguing somewhat acrimoniously. 1 found the 
Persian doctor in, and remained with him talking and smoking for about one hour, we 
then heard a hubbub outside, and the .servants informed ns that a disorderly crowd had 
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f collected with grievances concerning tlie measures taken to suppress the plague. The 

T’ersian doctor instructed them to admit one or two of the leading men, who could act 
as spol esmen ; several were admitted. 

They stated that the disease in the city was not plague, but was some other 
epidemic to which they were periodically susceptible, and in any case they objected to 
^ force being used to compel them to leave their homes. The Persian doctor replied that 

^ the question of plague was one he and myself were competent to decide, and that any 

grievance they had should be laid before the President of the Sanitary Committee, 
lie declared himself ready to accompany them at once to the Customs house, and we 
accordingly went there. On our \ray we heard a good deal of noise proceeding from the 
house of the sick woman, with whom I had left Sadik Khan, and 1 understood that he 
had been trying to forcibly disinfect the house. A section of the crowd, accompanied by 
myself and the Persian doctor, proceeded to the Customs house, the rest branched off 
towards the British Consulate. 

I was not present when Sadik Khan was beaten, though I heard about it later. 
The crowd did not attempt to molest me or the Persian doctor. In reality the crowd 
originally consisted ot a number of persons who intended to lay their complaints quietly 
bel'oie the Persian doctor, but while on their way to his house happened on a further 
case of “ zulm ” in the shape of Sadik Khan trying to forcibly disinfect the above- 
mentioned woman’s house, which so inflamed them that they got entirely out of hand. 

(Signed) Shaik AilMAl). 

Taken in my presence and hearing. 

(Signed) C. Baukbs, Vice-Consul. 

Match 27, 190(1. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 137. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff-' to Miishir-ed-Dowleh. 

April 25, 1906. 

TIIK Meftah-es-Saltaneh recently inquired on behalf of your Excellency, whether 
1 could furnish him with the names of the ringleaders in the attack on His Majesty’s 
Consulate on the 27th ultimo. 

I'he names of the persons are. us far as have been ascertained, as follows 

1. Mullah Mahomed Taki. 

2. Mullah Mahomed Hussein. 

.3. llaji Khorashadi. 

4. llassan Khorashadi. 

!). Mahomed Hussain, of Ney. 

0. Mujtehif Shaikh Peza. 

I may add that Haji Khorashadi, and Ilassan Khorashadi were actually present 
when the dispensary was wrecked. 

In sending the names of these persons to your Excellency I desire to make it quite 
clear that my doing so is a mere act of courtesy, and that it is no part of the duty of 
either His Majesty’s Legation or of His Majesty’s Consul in Seistan to identify the 
instigators of the recent riot. 'I'he duty to arrest and punish these offenders rests, as 
your Excellency is of course aware, with the Persian (Government, who are doubtless 
ffivijiii (he matter their serious consideration. 


[16429] No. 138. 

Mt, E. Grant Du^ to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 11.) 

(No. 118.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 25, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary of events in Persia 
which have not been recorded in separate despatches. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN CHANT DUEE. 
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Inclosure in No. 138. 


Monthly Summary. 


Meshed, 

INSTRXJCITONS have been sent to the Khabir-es-Sultaneh to repair the telegraph 
line from Meshed to Darra Gez and also to construct the line which has for some time 
been projected irom the latter place to the Russian frontier near Artik. 

2. M. Dmitriev, the Manager of the Russian Bank at Meshed, has lately returned 
there from a visit to Tehran. Major Sykes has heard that among other things he was 
able to arrange that no objections would be raised to the extension of the Russian 
cantonment at ’Pakkiabad, outside Meshed, and M. Dmitriev also hinted that the 
subject ot the Meshed-Askhabad and Meshed-Tehran roads bad been discussed. 

3. Captain Battye, who travelled from Askhabad to Meshed at the end of March, 
reported that the road was at that time very dangerous, mainly owing to the snow'. The 
journey took five days. 

4. A Russian General (named Velisoff ?), accompanied by six Turkoman Cossacks, 
has lately been travelling in the neighbourhood of Bujnurd and the Yamut country. 
He was supplied with some presents by the Consul-General at Meshed. 

5. A raid is rcpoited on the Afghan frontier, in which seven camels were carried off 
from near Zorabad, opposite Zulfikar. 

6. 'Phe Naiyer-ed-Dowlch (late Governor-General of Khorassan and now Governor 
of ’Pehran) is said to have obtained the monopoly of working the turquoise mines at 
Nishapur for five years in return for a payment of 200,000 tomans (about 35,000/.). 

7. The Governor of Heart has inl'ormed IMajor Sykes officially that there is no 
plague anywhere in Afghanistan. 

8. The Russian doctor (Dr. Frank), who has been deputed to Eirjand for quarantine 
purposes, left Meshed on the 6th April. Ho was accompanied by an interpreter, three 
Russian Cossacks, and three Turkoman sow'ars 'Pelegrams were sent irom the Prime 
Minister and Mushir-ed-Dowleh ordering that all possible assistance should be given 
to him. 

9. There was an attempt at a bread riot in Meshed on the 6th April, but nothing 
occurred, and the people were persuaded to disperse. On the 8th the discontent 
assumed more serious proportions, and a demonstration was made against the Governor- 
General. During the riot three people were killed, including the ringleader, a Russian 
subject ; and, ow'ing to the vigorous action taken, order was quickly restored, and by the 
10th the bazaars were again open. 


Seistan. 


1. Grain is at present extremely scarce in Seistan, and bread is said to be unobtain¬ 
able in the city. Captain Maepherson has succeeded, however, in obtaining considerable 
quantities for the use of the troops arriving at Robat, through the local Chief, Purdil 
Khan. 

2. A complaint was made to Mr. Grant Duff in March that His Majesty’s Vice- 
Consul at Kuh-i-Malek-Siah had hoisted a flag on ground that was Persian territory. 
On inquiry it was found that in accordance with Mahommedan custom the man’s wife 
had placed a ])iece of yellow rag on a shrine in the neighbourhood, an incident which 
the local frontier officer considered of sufficient importance to justify an official com¬ 
plaint to the Central Government. 

3. The telegraph line from Meshed has now been repaired as far as Seistan. 

4. M. Molitor left Seistan on the 21st March. His relations with our Consular 
officials during his stay in Seistan have always been very cordial, and on his departure 
one of the clerks, with six sowars, was sent to see him off. A deputation of Sayyads also 
come in to thank him for his exertions on their behalf. 

5. A Persian doctor, the Malik-ul-Hukuma, reached Seistan for duty in connection 
Avith plague at the end of March. He is said to be well disposed towards us. 

[1017] 2 G 









Kerman. 

1. The Firman Firma arrived at Ardistaii, seven stages from Kerman, at the 
beginning of April. 

2. i’he Karguzar of Mohamtnerah ha-i been appointed to represent Persia at tfie 
annual meeting held to settle local disputes on the Baluch frontier. 


Yezd. 

1. A run on tin; branch of the Imperial Bank commenced on the 24tli March, but 
found it well prepared to meet all demands. 'Phis was doul)tle.ss in connection with 
similar attempts to discredit the Bank at Tehran and other places. 

2. It is a'-ain reported that the roads in the neighbourhood of Yezd are unsafe, and 
robberies are of fre()uent occurrence. 

Shiraz, 

The unrest in the Province of Fars continue.s, and .Mr. Gvahame has been 
api)ioaclied by varioua Persians who wished to obtain British protection for their estates 
in the district. Fresh robberies on the Bushire and other roads are reported, and much 
inconvenience has been catised to merchants and others by the impressment of all mules 
at riving tit Shiraz for the transport of the anderotin of His Imperial Highness the Shoa- 
cs-Saltaneh. .-\ portion of these ladies left on tlie 7th April. 

'I’liere is a growing feeling of discontent at the delay on the [tart ol the Vazir-i- 
Makhsus to take miy decisive measures It is reported that the Mirakhor and “ farrash 
bashi ” ot the Shoa-es-Sultaneh wore seized as hostages on the v<jad to Lspahan by 
kinsmen of the Kashgai Chief, Muhammiul Ilassan Khan, who has been for some time 
a prisoner in Shiniz. 

Ispahan. 

1. Since his return irom Furopc the Zil-es-Sultan has been busy recouping himself 
for the expenses of his journey. Even his sons have apparently not been exempt from 
his exactitms, ami those ol them who hold small governorships liavo had their post.s sold 
to the highest bidders, 

■J. A run on the Imperial Bank took place last month, and lasted about a 
fortnight. 

'f'nbreez. 

1. I'h'om'Pabreez it is reported that a 'Purkish Lieutenant, with a small party of 
soldiers, has crossed the frontier into Hiisht, where he is said to have enrolled 
700 Kurds as irregular cavalry. The 'Purks have also seized the custom-house at Jaurma, 
whence they ejected the Bersian employes. 

2. A run on the 'Pabreez branch of the Imperial Bank began on the .‘ith April, but 
the Bank had no didiculty in meeting all demands, and it never assumed serious 
pro])orlions. 

(Signed) -I. A. DOUGLAS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

MUilary Attache. 

Tehran. 

M. Nans, who proci-eded to Conslantiuople early in October last, ostensibly on a 
mission to conclude a Commercial 'Preaty with the 'Purkish Cl overument, has at length 
returned to Tehran. He arrived on the 2()th April, and a short distance outside 'Pehran 
he met the Shah, who hapjrened to be shooting quail in .some fields near the high road. 
Hi^ Majesty exchanged 'ome words with .M. Nans, and I'xpres.sed his sati.sfaction at his 
return. 'Phe following day M. Naus had a formal audience of His Majesty, at which the 
Grand Vizier and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh were present. When M. Kaus retired the 
Graiul Vizier was closcded with the Shah for over an hour. M. Xaus subsequently 
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called on His Majesty’s Charg6 d’Affaires and discussed the political situation with him, 
which has been reported in a separate despatch. 

The clergy do not seem likely to renew their agitation again.st him just at 
present. 

'Phe Turco-Persian frontier question is still pending, and feeling in Government 
circles is acute respecting the high-handed action of the 'Purkish Government on the 
Lahijan border. The present phase of the dispute has been fully reported in sepauite 
despatches. 

The Bakhtiari Khans arc about to assemble at Tehran with the object of composing 
the differences which have arisen between them. Scmsam-es-Sultaneh and Shahab-es- 
Sultaneh have been here some time ; Shuja-es-Sultan will return shortly from Meshed ; 
and Haji Ali Kuli Khan is due to-day or to-morrow. They propose to invoke the 
assistance of His Afajesty’s Charge d’Affaires in the matter which affects the D’Arcy 
oil enterprise. 

The clergy have been much quieter lately, though a prominent member of their 
party, named Haji Sbeikh-ur-Eeis, spoke very openly in the pulpit urging the people to 
demand reforms, and was consequently threatened by the Government with expulsion. 
Though this ecclesiastic is reputed to bo a member of the Behai s<‘ct, he openly professes 
the tenets of Islam. He w'as consequently supported by the leading Alujteheds, who 
intimidated (he Shah info reversing the original order for his expulsion. The Sheikh is 
on friendly ie)'ms wilb His Majesty’s Legation, and turned to us in the moment of 
trouble, bin it was forliniately not necessary even to take unofficial steps on his behalf, 
as his clerical frieiuL were quite strong enough to support him. 

'fhe Shah is ajiijarently in the enjoyment of conqiaratively c’ood health, and, in 
conversation with his courtiers, again projects a visit to Europe for next spring. It is 
difficult to conceive that His Majesty can be fully aware of the critical situation of the 
country, though some assert that nothing is kept from him. 

It is reported that the Governorship of Khorassan has been offered to the Prince 
Shoa-es-Sultaneh, but that His Highness has refusetl it. 

Momtahan-es-Sultaneh, a member of the Foreign Office, whose last post was that 
of Consul-Cfencral at Bagdad, has been appointed on a special mission to Seistan in 
connection with the troubles which have lately occurred there. 


Matthrs dealt with in separate Despatches, 


Matters dealt with. 

Number and Date of 

Di'spa'oh. 

Din Malioinmed Khan, Afghan .. 

No. 1)1, Confidential, tpiil '.1, 

ifjoi;. 

Bu.sliire-Shiniz. load .. 

No. Apiil 11, and No. UJO, 

April -22. PJOd. 

Ijiirist.m ir.idi' unite .. 

No. i)7, April 21, I'.iui'i. 

I’lililicid ‘-itnntiun in Per.si.i 

No. 101, Confidential, .\pril 22, 

IDOO. 

Kuin-Sultaii:d),ad loail 

No. 102, April 22, P.IOG. 

Per-'O-Tiu'ki'ih frontler dispute .. 

No. 1011, Apiil 23, No. 113, 

.\pril 21, and No 110, April 

2.'), IflOfl. 

Seistan Water .-Vward .. 

No. 104. April 23, 1000. 

Indo-Persian Parrel-Post Convention 

No. 10.'), April 23, 1000. 

Giain embargo .. .. 

No. 10, Conmuncial, April 23, 

1000. 

Russian Itoads (/'ommission ,, . 

No. 107, Aprd 23, 1000. 

No. 108, Confidential, April 23, 

1000. 

Piuso-.Vfg'han frontier 

Kus.sian Consulate at Bunder Abbas 

No. 100, April 23, 1006. 

The Valiahd .. 

No. 110, April 23, and No. Ill, 

Confidential, April 23, 1000. 

Unni murders 

No. 112, April 24, 1000. 

M. Nau.s’return 

No. 114, Secret, April 24, 1006, 

Ilenjam 

No. 11,1 and No. 110, April 21, 

1000. 

A agio-Kiisbian l.ind dispute in Sei.stan 

•N" 120, April 21, 1000. 

Plague in Sei.stan 

No. 11, Conmierfial, \pril 2,';, 
lOOO. 

Seistan disturbances .. 

No. 117, April 21, 1000. 
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[16430] No. 139. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 119.) 

gir, Tehran, April 25, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from His 
^Majesty’s Consul-General at Tahrcez, reprding the serious state ot affairs on the 
I’crso-Turkish frontier, especially in the district between Souj Bulak and Urmi. 

As you are aware, the head-quarters of the Archbishop of Cantcrhur^ds Mission 
to the Nestorians is at Urmi. In these circumstances, I ventured in ray telegram of 
to-day’s date to suggest that His Majesty’s Government should warn both the Persian 
and I'urhish Governments that they will he held responsible for the lives and property 
of British subjects in the districts likely to be alTccted by the strained relations 
existing between the Porte and the Government of Ilis Majesty the Shah. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EVELYN GBANT DUEE. 


Inclosure in No. 139. 

Consul-General Wratislnw to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. -21.) 

Sir, Tahreez, April 10, 1906. 

IVl'l'lL reierence to your despatch No. 14 of the 31st March, on the subject of the 
Tureo-Persiau frontier dispute, I have the honour to report that Mukarrcm-es-Sultanch, 
a memb('r of the boundary Commission, has loft for Souj Bulak, after a sojourn of 
several days in Tahreez. 

Mukarreni-es-Sultanoh’s special functions on the Commission appear to be those 
of jM ihmandar. He has taken with him a large stock of sparkling and other •wines of 
dubious vintages, with rvhieh it is proposed to dull the intellects of the Turkish 
Commission. 

Meanwhile the state of affairs all along the frontier is very bad, and the Kurds, 
specially in the district of Soldouz, between Souj Bulak and Urmi, arc ravaging the 
country. I'hcy have recently murdered a Nestorian i)ricst and his wife in their house 
in Sohlouz, where the inhabitants, both ^lAissulman and Christian, arc anxious to flee, 
il' only tliey luid somewhere to take refuge. 

'file position of the Christians in and around .Mawaua continues to be very 
critical, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. WRATISLAW. 


[16431J No. 140. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 120.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 25, 1906. 

lYl'lTL ri'ferencc to my telegram No. 108 of the 19th instant, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith a copy of a note to the Persian Government, regarding the action 
of two Russian telegraph clerks at Nasratabad, Scistan, in demolishing the boundary 
pillars erected by Ilis Majesty’s Consul and the Persian authorities on certain land 
destined for the use of a British Indian trader. 

I also inclose a note which [ have addressed to the llussian Chargd d’Affaires 
with regard to the matter. M. do Soniow has promised to inquire into the case. At 
an interview I had yesterday with the Mushir-ed-I)oAvleh, his Rxccllency informed 
mf that the local authorities had contirmed the aecouut of the incident given by 
Captain Maephorsou and that he bad asked M. do Somow for an explanation. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EVELYN GBANT DUEE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 140. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

(Translation.) Tehran, April 19, 1906. 

HIS Majesty’s Consul in Seistan reports that, on the 17th instant, the Itisham- 
ul-A’ezareh, on behalf of the Persian Government, formally marked out and delivered 
to him a plot of land, which had been previously selected, with the knowledge and 
concurrence of the local authorities, and was destined for the use of a British Indian 
trader. The limits of the land granted was marked out by pillars. Immediately after 
the departure of the Itisham-ul-Vezareh, two Bu.ssian telegraph signallers, accompanied 
by several Seistanis. came to the spot and proceedc'd to demolish the pillars erected by 
the Itisham-ul-Vczareh and His Majesty’s Consul, alleging that the ground belonged 
to them. 

As the land •v\"as marked out and handed over by an offie.er of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment, it would appear unlikely that there is any foundation to the claim jnit forward; 
but, even supposing that it is a just one, I am convinced that your Excellency will 
agree with me that the Russians referred to had no right to take violent measures or, 
indeed, in any way to interfere in the matter, which, if there was any doubt as to its 
ownership, was one for discussion between tlie Consulates ol' the two Powers and the 
Persian authorities. 

I have the honour to request your Excellency to give orders for the re-erection of 
the jiillars erected to mark out the ground. In the meantime, I have brought the 
matter to the knowledge of Ilis Majesty’s Government and the Russian Legation. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEE. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 140, 

Mr E. Grant Duff to M. de Somow. 

M. le Chargd d’Affaires, Teheran, le 19 Avril, 1906. 

J’AI riionneur d’attirer votre attention sur le fait suivant qui s’est passd au 
Seistan le 17 courant:— 

L’ltisham-ul-Vezareh, de la part du Gouverncment Persan, le jour preindiqud, a 
ddlimitd et ddlivrd au Consul do Sa Majeste Britannique un terrain it Nasratabad 
destind a I’usage d’un marchand Anglo-Indicu. Lcs limites du terrain en question 
dtaient marquees par des piliers. immediatement aprds le ddpart de I’ltisbam-ul- 
Vezarch, deux teldgraphistes Russes, accompagnes de quelques Seistanis, sont arrives 
et sans que le Consul de Sa Majestd ait eu la raoindre communication avec le Consul 
Russo au sujet du terrain se sont mis h ddtruire les piliers susmentionnds on alleganfc 
que le terrain leur appartonait. 

Mdme en supposant que ces pretensions sont bienfonddos, j’ai de la peine ^ croire 
que vous approuverez la fa^on d’agir des t616graphistcs Russes. Je vous saurai grd de 
me communiquer votre manidre de voir. 

En attendant je n’ai pas manque de saisir le Gouvernement de Sa Majestd de 
I’incident. 

Je profite, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEE. 


[16432] No. 141. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 121.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 25, 1906. 

“WITH reference to your telegram No. 63 of the 23rd instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a copy of a note to the Persian Government on the subject of the 
T’urcO'Persian frontier dispute. 

1 saw the Mushir-ed-Dowlch on the 24th instant, and in accordance with your 
instructions informed his Excellency that, in view of the present unconciliatory attitude 
of the Persian Government on various outstanding questions. His Majesty’s Government 
[1647] 2 H 














are not inclined to take any action beyond the strict limits of the obligations imposed 
hy Treaty. His Excellency took the message down on paper, and then inquired in what 
way the Persian Government had shown themselves unconciliatory. I replied that for 
the Iasi two or three years, as his Excellency was well aware, scarcely a single one of 
our many outstanding claims had been settled; w'hile the action of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment as regards the Seistan Water Award, the attacks on our oMieers, the Kuh-i-Malik 
8iah telegraph extension, and many other matteis, had produced the impression on His 
Majesty’s Government that the Government of the Shah was deliberately uncon¬ 
ciliatory. Tlie Mushir-ed-Dowieh said he was extremely sorry that such an impression 
had been made, and if 1 would send him a list of outstanding questions and claims he 
would do his best to get them settled. I answered that all of our claims had constantly 
been placed before him and pressed during the last two years, but after the departure 
of the monthly courier I would again send his Excellency a list of the various (juestions 
and claims His Majesty’s Government desired the Persian Government to settle. 

1 am happy to say that His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire reports that a 
serious attempt ih being made by the Governor of the Gulf Ports to settle some of our 
very numerous claims in that region. 

I have, &c. 

■ (Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUPE. 


Inclosure in No. 141. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff t' Miishir-ed-Doioleh. 

Tehran, April 1906, 

I bin not fail to communicate to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Alhiir.s the suhstance of the conversation I had the honour to have with you on 
the 2:Jnd instant regarding the frontier dispute between Persia and ’Purkey. 

Sir Edward Grey lias instructed me to inform your Excellency that His Majesty’s 
Ambassador and the Russian Ambassador at Constantinople are acting in concert with 
the Persian Ambassador, who is doubtless keeping the Government of llis Majesty the 
Shah informed of the progress of the negotiations in respect to the frontier (|ue8tion. 


[16433 J No. I i2. 

Mr. F. Gninl Duff to Sir Edward Grei/.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 122.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 26, 1906. 

AVri'll refermiee to my despatch No. 52 ol tlu' 27th February last, I have the 
honour to transmit lu'rewith copy of a des|)atch from His Majesty’s Consul in Seistan 
regarding the steps he has taken to meet Russian intrigue locally. 

1 also inclose a copy of a note from the Administrator of Customs, showing that 
tlie Persian (ioia'rnnu'nt liave not taken quarantine measures against Afghanistan. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 142. 

Consul Maepherson to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. S. Confidential.) 

Sir, ^ Seistan, March 5, 1906. 

1 HAVE till' honour to iiddress you on the subject of the plague in Seistan. 

In my lottm- dated the 27th January to the Secretary to the Government of 
India in the Eoridgn Department, forwarded to you under cover of ray letter No. 3 
of the same date, I suggested two alternative lines of action to meet possible develop¬ 
ments of Russian activity. One of these proposals was that, in the event of Russian 
intrigue failing to devidop to an injurious extent, the local Sanitary Council should be 
dissolved, and the Director of Plague Operations should he at liberty to consult the 
British and Russian doctors on purely medical matters. 

In the ri'ply of llis Maji'sty’s Government, repi*ated to me in your telegram 
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No. 3S of the 1st instant, it was laid down that “ Russian intrigue should, if possible, 
he met locally.” 

I have now the honour to report that Dr. Zaplotynski’s somewhat crude attempts 
to belittle hospital assistant Sheikh Ahmed’s services, to have the Consular post 
stopped, and generally gain political advantage out of his position, have merely 
resulted in M. Molitor regarding all his proposals with suspicion. 

Although Dr. Zaplotynski originally protested very strongly against the limitations 
to the meetings of the Sanitary Council proposed hy us, our object has been gradually 
gained; the Council has not met for three weeks, and M. Molitor has expressed his 
intention of not summoning it till absolutely necessary. 

I may mention here that in the proch-verhal of the Sanitary Council of Tehran 
(18th Meeting on the 8th January) it is stated that the President had already addressed 
a letter to the Grand Vizier, suggesting that the medical arrangements in Seistan 
could bo intrusted to Dr Zaplotynski, assisted by the native doctor of the British 
Consulate. 

The Sub-Committee of the local Council was formed at my suggestion, and now 
that it has served its jiurpose in curtailing Dr. Zaplotynski’s sphere of action, it can 
serve no object as long os the arrangements are in the hands of an impartial official. 

2. The question of Russian interference to the north of Seistan now takes the 
more important plaee. Mobile the Russians eould hinder our trade by supporting the 
imposition of quarantine at Kuh-i-Malik Siah, they maintained that the plague had 
b<‘cn introduced from India ; but, now that quarantine has been removed, there are 
signs that they are endeavouring to prove Afghanistan to be infected, with the object 
of either strengthening their liands on the 'rnrhat-Karez cordon, or of obtaining a 
great('r share in the arraugennmts at Bandan and on the Kain-Afghan frontier. 

3. I trust that before this letter arrives in Tehran two more hospital assistants 
will have been dispatched by the Government of India, and, as Captain Kelly is also 
accomjianied by a hospital assistant, wo shall thus have three men to be posted 
wherever may be considered most necessary. 

It has been suggi'stcd that Dr. Claranger should be relieved at Nasratabad by a 
hospital assistant, so' that his services would be available for employment at Bandan or 
clsoivhcro to the north of Seistan. This seems a desirable precaution, as Russian 
intrigue, not being likely to extend as far south as Nasratabad Sipi, and there not 
being much communication between Seistan and Persian Baluchistan, the services of 
a European doctor would hardly seem to be necessary there, whereas to the north we 
should be prepared for any di'vclopments. 

4. As our sui-cess in obtaining control of the various quarantine posts which have 
been established has been largely, if not entirely, due to our having had four medical 
men Avithin reach, it would appear that this is the best policy to follow, especially as 
it is almost certain that additional men Avill be required in the near future for duty on 
the Afghan-Kain frontier. The most effectual method of dealing ivitli the local 
situation in Seistan proper would also appear to be to put in as many liospilal assistants 
as possible, whosi? services the Persian Government would find it Jiard to refuse, as by 
this means we should gradually obtain the chief share of the medical arrangements 
lu're, as Ave already have at the quarantine jiosts surrounding Seistan. 

Copies of this letter arc being foinvarded to the Secretary to the Government of 
India in the Foreign Department, and His Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General for 
Khorassan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. D. MACPHERSON, Captain. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 142. 

M. Priein to Mr. E. Grant Duf. 


M. le Chargd d’Affaires, Teheran, le 7 Avril, 1906. 

COMME suite ii votre lettre en date du 2 Avril courant, j’ai I’honneur de vous 
faire connaitre que le Gouvernement Persan n’a pas pri'scrit de mesures ([uarantenaires 
eontre les provenances Afghanes. 

,Tc profite, &c. 

(Signe) PRIEAI, VAdministrateur dcs Douanes. 
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[16435] No. 143. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 14.) 

(No. 124.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 26, 1906. 

Wl'in reference to your telegrams Nos. 54 and 62 of the 7th and 19th instant, I 
have Ihe honour to transmit herewith copies of correspondence with the Persian 
Government on the subject of the recent disturbances at Nasratabad, Seistan. 

So far as I am aware, the Persian Government have, up to the present, made 
no attempt to arrest tbc persons who instigated, or were concerned in, the riot. 

The Deputy-Governor and most of the other local officials, together with the 
soldiers garrisoning Nasratabad, would appear to have left the town, and on Tuesday 
the Musbir-ed-Dowleh informed me that the Frontier Officer, Ttisbam-ul-Vezareh, had 
telegraplied to him, briefly stating that he w'as tired of Seistan and had left for Tehran. 
A sixHjial official, named Momtahen-cs-Saltanch, has been ordered to proceed with all 
dispatch to Seistan, but I gather from the Mushir-ed-Dowleb that it will be very 
difficult to persuade him to leave Tehran. 

In order to allay ])opiilar excitement at Nasratabad and opposition to Quarantine 
Bcgulations, I have, at tbe suggestion of Ilis Majesty’s Consul in Seistan, proposed 
to tbe Persian Government that a prominent Mollah should be appointed both to the 
Tehran and to the Scishin Sanitary Councils. I'his would, I think, have the effect of 
laaissuring the [)eople and convincing them that there is nothing in the measures for 
combating the plague antagonistic to the Mahommedan religion. 

You will see that in his note of the 17th instant the Mushir-cd-Dowleh again 
declines to sanction the linking-up of Kuh-i-Malik Siah and Nasratabad by a 
telegraph line. 

'I'he Persian Cossacks destined to enforce quarantine in Seistan are stated to be 
leaving here to-day. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 143. 

Mr, E. Grunt Duff to Munhir-ed-Dowleh. 

(Translation.) March 31, 1906. 

WI'l’ll reference to our conversation on the evening of Wednesday last, in regard 
<0 llu' riot at Nasratabad, I have the honour to inform you that tbe dispensary of 
Ilis ]\laj('sty’s Consulate was practically destroyed by the populace on the 27th March, 
the damage including the furniture and outer doors of the hospital. 

In addition to Dr. Kelly and Captain Maepherson, Avho were struck by clods, the 
com])ounder of the disjicnsary received a severe contusion on the arm. 

I shall, on learning the details of the damage done by the mob to the property of 
Ilis j\lajesiy’s Government or to property belonging to British subjects, prefer a claim 
for tbe amount against the Persian Government. 

1 learn from a report received yesterday evening from Seistan that great 
excitc'nu'ut still ])revails at Nasratabad, where the Governor, in spite of his good 
intentions, seems powerless to deal with the populace. 

Ilis IVIajesty’s Consul considers the situation dangerous, and I need hardly 
impress on your Excellency the necessity of dealing effectually and promptly with it. 
I should he obliged if you Avould kindly lot me knoAv, as soon as possible, what steps 
are being taken to protect Ilis Majesty’s Consulate and to punish the persons guilty 
of the attack on Captain Maepherson, his staff, and on the Consular dispensary. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 143. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff'to Mushir-cd-Dowleh. 

(Translation. ) yipril 2, 1906. 

Ills jMajesty’s Consul in Seistan reports that the situation at Nasratabad is again 
very serious, and that the IMollahs of that toAvn intend to demand certain concessions, 
Avhieh, if not granted, they proj)ose to enforce. 

I am confident that the Persian Government are doing, and Avill continue to 


do all they can to protect the British subjects resident in Nasratabad, and it is 
scarcely necessary for me to point out to your Excellency the importance which His 
Majesty’s Government attach to the speedy restoration oi oi'dev in Seistan to J^e 
punishment of the persons implicated in the attack on His Majesty s Consul and t 
Consulate dispensary. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 143. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


(Translation ) April 8, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that details of the recent not m Na^’atabad, 
involving an attack on His Majesty’s Consul and the destruction of the Consular 
dispi'iisary, have been laid before His Majesty’s Government. . 

I am instructed by His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for horeign xYftaiis 
to imin-ess upon your Excellency the gravity of the situation in Seistan, and to state 
that the Persian Government will be held responsible for any damage which may 
thereby accrue to tlie lives and property of British subjects resident m that province. 

In view of the necessity which recent events in Seistan have more than ever 
demonstrated for the establishment of direct telegraphic communicatmn between 
Nasratabad and Kuh-i-Malik Siah, I am directed again to draw your Excellency s 
attention to the urgency of permission being granted for the immediate construction o 
the line in question. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 143 
Mr. E. Grant Duf to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 

(Translation ) April 14, 1906. 

HIS Majesty’s Consul in Seistan informs me that the Deputy-Governor of that 
province has left Nasratabad, and is living in a place some 4 miles from the town. 
Owin<>- to the prevailing floods, communication with him is almost impossible. ^ _ 

In view of the serious condition of Nasratabad and the prevailing plague epidemic, 

I am confident that your Excellency will agree with me that the absence of the 
principal civil authority is most undesirable, and I hope that the Persian Government 

will see their way to order him to return at once. ^ ^ 

I may add for your Excellency’s information, that the Dc'puty-Govcrnor would 
appear to have rcceiA-ed no orders to take steps for the punishment of tlie persons 
concerned in the recent outrage on His Majesty s Consul and the desti action ol the 
Consular dispensary. 

Inclosure 5 in No. 143. 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E, Grant Duff. 

. s April 17,1906. 

rans received your note of the 14th instant, informing me that the 

Governor is staying about half a farsakh out of the town of Nasratabad. I telegraphed 

to him at once to return to town without delay. • x c • -fi +i. 

You inquired as to the punishment of those concerned in interfering with the 
dispensary of the British Consulate. 1 have the honour to point out that at such a 
Sent, Uen the public agitation has been the cause of this movement and when 
the present condition of the place requires much sympathy and consideiation, the 
punShment of these people is not advisable, and I have no doubt that you will agree 

with me in this point. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 143. 

Mushir-ed-Dovdeli to Mr. E. Grant Duf. 

(Translation.) April 17, 190H. 

! HAVE received your note of the 8th instant, respecting the public agitation in 
Neistan, and I have the honour to state, for your information, that on receipt of this 
news strong telegraphic orders were sent, and tlie local authorities took energetic 
measures for the sup[)ression of the riot and agitation, and order was restored. 
Sul)sequently the necessary instructions and stringent orders were sent to prevent 
the recurrence of such incidents, and I hope the })uhlic agitation will not be renewed. 

You again mentioned the telegraph extension to Kuh-i-Malik Hiah. E'er the 
reasons frequently mentioned to you, the Persian Government do not consider it 
advisable to take any measure in connection with it. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 143. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff' to Mxishir-ed-Dowleh. 

(Translation.) April 20, 1906. 

YOU informed me yesterday that, in view of the state of Nasratabad, the Persian 
Gov(M'nm('nt were unable for the prc'sent to take steps to arrest and punish the 
ringh'ad('rs in tin* n'cent attack on llis Majesty’s Consul, or those concerned in the 
d(‘struetion (d' the Consular dispensary. 

1 hav(' had tlu' honour, on more than one occiision, to inform your Excellency that 
llis Majesty’s Government had no desire to cause the Persian Government embarras- 
ment by insisting on the arrest of the olfendc'rs before a reasonable time had elapsed 
8in<*e tlu' incidents of the 27th ultimo. 

It is, however, now over three weeks since the riot, and llis Majesty’s Consul 
reports that the Deputy-Governor has not only taken no stops to apprehend and punish 
the delinquents, but has left the town for a plaec' which, owing to the prevailing floods, 
is nearly inaccessible. I am convinced that your Excellency will appreciate the 
gravity of the offence committed against llis Majesty's Consul, and the impossibility 
of allowing matters to remain in their present state. 

I have to-day received instructions to urge tlu; Persian Government to consider 
th(> necessity of taking early measures to punish the rioters. The failure to do this 
would, in 8ir Edward Grey’s opinion, prove that the Persian Government arc unable 
to alTord llis Majesty's Consul in Seistan i)roper protection, and would compel ilis 
Majesty’s Government to take steps accordingly. 


[16438] No. 144. 

8'(V N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 14.) 

(No. 324.) 

Sir, Peru, May 9, 1906. 

IIEE’EURING to my despatch No. 302 of the 2nd instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herinvith translation of a telegram from the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Aifairs to his Exc(dlency the Persian Ambassador at this Court, informing him of the 
approaching departure from Tehran of the Persian Commissioners relative to the 
l\u'co-P(!rsian frontier dispute. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) N. R. O’CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 144. 

Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Persian Ambassador at Constantinople. 
(Traduction.) 

-PAI re 9 u votre depoche datde du 7 Rehi-ul-Evvel, contenaut la note dc la Sublime 
Porte, ainsi qu-' I’avis de lours Excellences les Ambassadeurs d’Angleterre et de 
Russie, relative a I’oxpedition immediate de la Commission du Gouvernenient 
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Imperial pour rejoindre la Commission Ottomane. J’ai soumis votre ddpeche a Sa 
Majesty Imp6riale le Schah, qui a daigne approuver I’avis de votre Altesse et ddereter 
le ddpart de la Commission Ic plus t6t possible. Son Excellence Mirza Mahmoud 
Khan, Etechan-ul-Sultaneh, Ministre de Perse a Berlin, a etd nomm4 Chef de la 
Commission, qui est comp'osde de son Adjoint son Excellence Nazim-el-Mulk, 
d’Ingenieurs, de Secretaires et Medecin, etc. Le depart do Tdlidran a etc fixe pour le 
Lundi, 12 Rehi-ul-Evvel (7 Mai), et elle arrivera bientdt a la trontiere. 

Comme nous avons expddie notre Commission par suite des bonnes relations 
existant entre nos deux Gouvernements et les promess(!s formellcs de votre Altesse, 
nous esp^rons qu’avant que la Commission Mixte commence la delimitation de la 
frontiere, le Gouvernement Imperial Ottoman retirera scs troupes de Passova. 

(Signe) MOUCllIR-ED-DOWLEH. 

Teheran, le 7 Mai, 1906. 


[16619] No. 145. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 130.) 

(’relegraphic.) I'. Tehran, May 14, 1906. 

RUMOURED German loan : My telegram of the 9th instant. 

Grand Vizier denies that any such negotiations are in progress. His Highness 
added, liowever, that since financial assistance was refused by both Russia and England, 
the Persian Govornmeut must apply elsewhere for money. 

1 am inlormed by the German Minister that the foimdation of a German school 
in Tehran has been suggested by him, but that no decision has as yet been arrived at 
in the matter. 


[16618] No. 140. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 137.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 14, 1906. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN land dispute in Scistan : My telegram No. 00 of the 
3rd ]\Iarch. 

Russian Charge d’AlTaires has sent instructions to Russian Consul to communicate 
with you, witli a view to a joint amicable settlement. You should communicate with 
your Russian colleague accordingly. 

(Addressed to Scistan ; repeated to India and Foreign Office.) 


[16620] No. 11.7. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Giey.- -(Received May 14.) 

(No. 138.) 

(Telcgrapliic.) P. Tehran, May 14, 1906. 

SEISTAN disturbances. 

The special official a])i)ointed to deal with the question uf the Seistaii riots has 
left Tehran. In the past this mtin has shown himself friendly to us. 


[16728] No. 148. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 15.) 

(No. 139. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 15, 1906. 

SILVH’S iUness. 

Shah, as the result of recent worries, has had a stroke of paralysis. He will 
probably recover, but it is not yet certain whether the stroke may not affect his 
mind. 

His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez has been instructed to inform tlu; Valiahd 
confidentially of the Shah’s state. 
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No. 149. 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Foreign Office, yiay 15, 1906. 

’ 1 AM directed by vSecretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 

bel'ore the Lords Commissioners of Eis Majesty’s Treasury, copies of correspondence, as 
marked in the margin,* relative to the unsettled state of the Province of Kerman, in 
pSa%nd tlie neelssity for a better protect the trade route between Kerman 

uStedSTorved that in March of last year Sir A, Uardingo. the, Mis Majesty’s 
Minister in Teliran, recommended that British Consular Agents ” f ^**5^ 

sliould he appointed to Sirjaii, llalsinjan, and liampur; further, ^ 

Maiestv’s Acting Consui at Kerman proposed, among other suggestions, that ins 

> t ' 1 111 *_1 4-/-V + mir TTlP.'n 111 OVCIRV tllclt cl 


Consular guaids should be raised from six to twenty-iom men in order that a 
bi-monthly service might be organized to escort and protect British caravans Jl 
Bunder Abbas road. Tlie Government of India, who were requested to iurnish heir 
observations on these recommendations, are iiow prepared to carry them into c cc , 

provided that half T,he cost is borne by Imperial funds. 

Sir E Grey is not disposed to recommend the immediate establishment ot the 
tline Consular Agencicis as proposed by Sir A. Eardingc and the Government ol India. 
Ee would however, suggest that in view of the present insecurity on the Kciman 
Bunder Alibas road it might be advisable to increase temporarily the kermau Consu ar 
guard to tw('nty-rour men, in order to provide ade'quatc protection to Biitish 
commerce, and 1 am to request that you will move their Lordships to take this 
j)roposal into their lavourablc consideration. 

i clIII) (xC. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[16276] 


No. 150. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, May 3-3, 190(i. 

I AM (lireetod by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the j.-eceipt of your letter 
ol the 12th instant, forwarding copy of a telegram from tlu' Government ol India 

relative to the situatiou in Seistan. „ .r i- i . c . 

Sir E. Grey notes that the Govermnent of India are ® 

Kugg.'stion made by Mr. Grant Duff in his telegram No. 120 of the oth May that the 
British force at Robat should, in certain eventualities, be sent to Nasratabad. lie 
is, however, of opinion that the entry of British troops into Persia would be likely to 
give rise to dilliculties both of a local and general nature, and should if possible, be 
avoided. As ri'gards the question of punishing the persons concerned in the recent 
riots, it appears to Sir E. Grey doubtful whether the I’crsiaii forces on the spot, w^ch 
were admittedly unequal to protecting the European residents during the disordeis, 
could now punish the rioters or cope with further noting which an attempt to do so 
might provoke. He does not, however, see any objection to adopting the suggestion 
of th('Government of India that the local rank of \ice-Consul should be giaiitcd to 

I am to transmit herewith, to be laid before the Secretary of State for India, copy 
of a teh'gram which, if Mr. Morley concurs_ in its b'nns, it is proposed to send to 

l\lr Grant Dull' on this subject,^' in re]dy to his telegram No. I2J. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


Sii .V llauliiitic, No. t;s: ditto. No. ICS. and ante. No. G). 


■f No. ICO. 
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[16854] No. 151. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May IG.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under" 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 15th instant, relative to the proposed employment 
of a second British signaller upon the Telman and Seistan telegraph line. 

Min Office, May 16, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 151. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. 1906. 

SERVICES of another signaller are asked for by Major Sykes, who reports that 
one man can no longer dispose of the work over the telegraph line between Seistan 
and Tehran which the Indo-European Department signaller at Meshed now_ perform^. 
The necessary arrangements with the Shah’s Government will be made by His Majesty s 
Legation at Tehran, who support Major Sykes’ recpiest. 

Mr. Grant Duff thinks it desirable that the British signallers, like their Russian 
colleagues, should accept messages from the public, and the addition proposed wiU 
enable this to be done. 240 r. per menseni will represent the aggregate pay and 
allowance of a second signaller at Meshed, whom we consider to be necessary. 

Indo-European Telegraph Department arc reported by Mr. Grant Duff to be unable 
to assist, and we therefore propose, subject to your concurrence, that a man should 
be sent from India. 

(Repeated to Seistan, with the request that His Majesty’s Consul at that place 
wiB repeat to Tehran and Meshed.) 


[16873] No. 152. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 16.) 

(No. ItO.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 16, 1906. 

iWRCEL Post Convention: My despatch No. 105. 

His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushirc telegraphs as follows :— 

“ C)nly local letters have to have Lidiau stamps. Letters from up-country bearing 
Persian stamps are accepted by the Indian Post Ollice.” 

The inaccuracy of the statement contained in the Mushir-cd-Dowleh’s note of the 
7th ultimo has been pointed out to his Excellency. 


[16323] No. 153. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 16, 1906. 

1 AIM directetl by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, for the infor¬ 
mation of the Secretary of State for India, copy of a telegram from His Alajesty’s 
Charge d’Affaires at Tehran, reporting an attack on a Warrant Officer of the Royal 
Engineers by servants of the Acting Governor of Kashan. 

Sir E. Grey proposes, if Mi'. Secretary ]\Iorley concurs, to approve the action taken 
by l\lr. Grant Duff' in the matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[1647J 


2 k 
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[16982] No. 154. 

Mr. £. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey .— {Beceived May 17.) 

(No. 141.) 

(n'olegi-aphic.) P. Tehran, May 17, 1906. 

8JIAIPS illness. 

'riu' seriousness of llis IMajcsty’s condition is admitted by the ilushir-ed-Dowleh. 
Fals(' information is being sent to the Valiahd by the Grand Vizier. 

[16979] No. 155. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff' to Sir Edward Grey .— {Received May 17.) 

(No. 142.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 17, 1906. 

1 AM inl'oriiK'd by the Mubllir-ed-Do^Yleh that the scheme for establishing a 
Gei’jiian school in Tehran will be carri('d throngh. 

[16982] No. 156. 

Sit Edward Grey to Mr. Spring-Bice. 

(No. 91. Secret.) 

('IVIegra])hic.) P. Foreign Office, May 17, 1906. 

ILI.NESS of Shall of Per.sia. 

Mr. Grant Dull reports that llis Majesty has had a paralytic stroke, and that his 
condition is admitted to Ik; sinaous liy Mushir-cd-Dowleh. The Grand Vizier’s 
attitiuh' appc'ars to be open to susjiicion; it is rumoured that he is intriguimr in 
favoui- of Slioa-es-Sultaneh. 

You should inform the llussian Government that wc presume that they would 
wish to sup[)ort the succession of the Valiahd iu the event of the death of the Shah, 
and tiiat we, would, in that case, act with them. 

[15445! No. 157. 

Sir Edwaid Grey to Sir .\. O’Conor. 

(.'M. i;n.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 17, 1906. 

I HAVE received your I'lxcelUuicy’s despatches Nos. 2BS and 294 of the 27th 
ultimo and 1st instant, reporting conversations with the Hussian and Persian 
Amlia.ssadoi's ri'garding the I'lirco-Persian frontier dispute. 

1 approve your action and tlu' language which you held to M. Zinoview 
and to Prince Riga Khan on the suliject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) PDWARD GREY. 

[12931] No. 158. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 17, 1906. 

I AM direeted by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
bel'ori' the Si'cretary of State for India, copy of a despatch from llis Majesty’s Chargd 
d’AlTaires at Tehran,-' regarding the question whether Persian subjects and Bahreinis, 
Koweitis, &c,, in the employ of British subjects resident in Persia arc entitled to the 
good ofliees of British Consular officers in tliat country. 

Sir E. Grey proposes, if Mr ATorley concurs, to inform Air. Grant Duff that His 
Majesty’s Legation and llis Majesty’s Consular offieers in Persia should continue to 
exi'rcise their good ofliees on bidialf of the servants of British subjects, whether such 
servants are Persians, Uahri'inis, Koweitis, Museatis, &c., but that unless the persons 
concerned are British protcadeil [K'rsons action on their behalf .should bo limited to 
good ofliees. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[17134] 


No. 159. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 18.) 


(No. 97.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, May 18, 1906. 

ILLNESS of Shah. I made a communication on the subject of Persia in the sense 
of your telegram No. 91, of yesterday, to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, for which his 
Excellency expressed his thanks, and which he promised at once to lay before the 
Emperor. He expressed at the same time the personal satisfaction which it afforded 
him to have an opportunity of co-operating once more with His Ala jesty’s Government. 

M. Zerlski added, that the latest reports indicated some improvement in the health 
of the Shah. 

The Director oJ the First Department of the Alinistry of Foreign Affairs, with 
whom I spoke later, told me that there was some hope of a firm Govermnent iu view 
of the character of the Vali-iYhd, and laid stress on the importance of co-operatiou 
between tlie two Powers on this occasion in conformity with the course followed in 
1834 and 1896. He had heard that the Shua-cs-Saltaneh was a possible candidate. 

I subsequently had some conversation with the newly appointed llussian Alinister 
at Tehran, who expressed the opinion that it was necessary at once to bring the 
Vali-Ahd to Tehran and to place at the disposal of the two Legations a sum of money 
for use in paying the arrears due to the troops in case of need, and so securing their 
loyalty to tlie Vali-Ahd. (Sec correspondent' respi'cting Persia during the summer of 
1896.) 

I v(MUnre to add that, in my opinion, the last point should receive immediate and 
serious cunsid('ration, as it is of great importance. 

[17135] No. 160. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff' to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May IS.) 

(No. 143.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 18, 1906 

PFh’SG-TUPKlSH frontier dispute. 

The Persian Gommissioner has started for Pasveh from 'fehrun. 


[17235] No. 161. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Beceived May 19.) 

Sir, India Office, .May 18, 1906. 

WITH reference to the Viceroy’s telegram of the 15th May, proposing that a 
second British telegraph signaller shoidd be detailed for duty at Meshed, I am directed 
by Mr. Secretary Morley to say that, subject to Sir E. Grey’s concurrence, he is prepared 
to sand ion the proposal. 

It has been ascertained from the Director-in-chief of the Indo-Euroiiean Telegraph 
Department that two signallers are expeeteil to arrive in Tehi’an from this country in 
about a fortnight, and that one of these will be available for duty at Meshed. If, 
therefore, the appointment of the second signaller to the Meshed office is approved, 
it will not be necessary to send a signaller from India as proposed by the Government 
of India. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 

[17238] No. 162. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 19.) 

Sir, India Office, May 18, 1906. 

IN reply to Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 15th instant, relative to the situation in 
Scistan, I am directed to request that you will infonn Secretary Sir E. Grey that 
Mr. Secretary Morley concurs in the proposed instructions to Mr. Grant Duff. 

The Government of India are being informed. 


1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
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117234] No. 163. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 19.) 

8ir, India Office, May 18, 1906. 

I AM dirocled Ijy Mi. Secretary Morloy to acknowledge the receipt of Sir E. Gorst’s 
letter of the 10th instant, and to say that he concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to approve the action taken by His Majesty’s Chargd 
d’Affaires at Tehran in the matter of the assault on a warrant officer of the Royal 
Rngineers, in the servdee of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, by the official 
servants of the Acting Governor of Kashan. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


[17295] No. 164. 

Mr. E. Omni Duff to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received May 19.) 

(No. 1 14 ) 

('relegra[)hic.) 1\ Tehran, May 19, 1906. 

SHAH’S illness. 

Your telegram No. 77. 

1 have seen the Russian Charge d’Alfaires, who agress with me that the immediate 
presence' of the Valiahd in Tehran is desirable. With jmur sanction I propose to 
instruci 1 lis Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreoz to advise His Imperial Highness to 
start for d’l'hran at once. 

It is still uncertain what course the Shah’s illness may take, and though he is 
state'll to !)(' bette'r, he is quite imfit to attend to business. 


(17234J No. 163. 

Sir Edward Grey to .Mr. E. Grant Duff'. 

(No, 7S.) 

(I'c'le'srraphie ) P Foreign Office, May 19, 1906. 

I\AS11.\N incident. 

[ approve' your iiction, reported in your telegram No. 134. 


117238J No. lOG. 

Sir Edward Gwy to Mi. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 7‘.I ) 

erdegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, May 19, 1906. 

RIOTS in Sei'ntan ; see Government of India’s telegram of the lltli instant and 
your No. 129. 

You may take steps, nith a view to carrying out the Viceroy’s suggestion, that 
Watson should have local rank of Vice-Consul. 

Dispatch of British troops to Nasratabad, except to afford proteetion, would be 
very undesirable. 

It would be advisable to await the arrival of further reinforcements and of the 
official to whom you relcr in your telegram No. IIG. An attempt on the part of 
J’('rsian (loveniment to punish rioters might provoke further disturbances, with which 
they might bo unable to cope ; we doubt also whether they are locally strong enough 
to carry punishment into effect. 

The riots appear from the Consul’s reports to have been directed primarily against 
the Customs officials, llis Majesty’s Government do not wish to incur the whole of 
the odium for punishing them, and we must on no account become involved in 
punitive measures. 


[17295] 


No. 167. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 80.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, May 19, 1906. 

HEALTH of Shah. 

You should await further instructions before taking action proposed in your 
telegram No. 144. 


[17479] ^0- 1^8- 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 21.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under^ 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley 
forv'ards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Sta,te, copy of iuclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 29th March, 
relative to the possibility of disturbances breaking out in Persia. 

hidia Office, May 19, 1906. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 168. 

Government of India to Rear-Admiral Poe. 

(Confidential.) Fort William, February 28, 1906. 

1 AM directed to forward, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of a despatch 
from Mr. Grant Duff, Ilis Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires, Tehran, dated the _ 28th 
December, 1905, regarding the possibility of disturbances breaking out in Persia in the 
near future. 

2. Should His Majesty’s Government consider that the situation demands special 
preparations on your Excellency’s part, a communication will no doubt be addressed 
to your Excellency by the Admiralty. But it is considered desirable at once to place 
your Excellency in possession of the views of Ilis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran as to the 
present situation in Persia. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 168. 

Vice-Admiral Poe to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, “ Hermes,” Bombay, March 3, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
regarding the possibility of disturbances breaking out in Persia in the near future, and, 
in reply, I beg to thank you for putting me in possession of the views of Ilis Majesty’s 
Llinister at Tehran, and to say that I have not, up to the present, received any instruc¬ 
tions on the subject from the Admiralty ; but, in the event of the Government of India 
wishing to commrmicate with mo, a copy of the programme of my forthcoming cruise 
in the Persian Gulf was forwarded for the information of his ExceUency the Viceroy 
and Governor-General in Council in my letter of the 27th January, 1906. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. S. POE, Commander-in-chief. 


luclosure 3 in No. 168. 

Adjutant-General in India to G.O.C., Western Command. 

(Confidential.) 

(Telegrapliic.) Camp, March 3, 1906. 

REFERENCE correspondence ending with my letter of the 27th February. 

Please warn 34th Poona Horse to hold two British officers and one squadron of 
Mussulmans, complete with horses and mules and at field service strength, in readiness 
[1617] 2 L 
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for dispatch to Busliire at short notice, if recpurcd. Ilospital assistant will accompany 
detachment. Special clothing, &c., collected at Ahmednagar for 125th Rifles should 
he transferred to Aurungahacl for issue to the 34th if necessary. Consequent on 
decision to detail cavalry instead of infantry for this duty, all orders issued regarding 
possible employment of 125th Rifles are cancelled, and detachment of that regiment at 
Ahmeflnagar may be dispatched with hcad-qiiartcrs to Bangalore. 

Id ease acknowledge. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 108. 

Adjutant"General in India to Government of India. 

Camp, March 5, 1900. 

FORWARDED for information. 

2. It has been ascertained that the passes on the Bushire-Tehraii road will become 
practicable for mounted troops from about the 10th March, after Avhich date the snow 
can be disregarded. In these circumstances cavalry will, as the Director of Military 
Operations points out, be better fitted for the duty than infantry. 

3. It is requested that, under the orders of Government, the local political oflicers 
who, if the detachment is actually dispatched, will be required to arrange for supplies 
en route I'or irum and animals, may Ix' warned to make necessary arrangements. 


[ 17312 ] No. 169. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 21.) 

THE IJnder-Sccrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary 
Morlcy, foi'wards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 11th instant, relative to the Luristan trade route. 

India Office, May 19, 1906. 


Inolosurc in No. 169. 

Mr, Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) R. India Office, May 11, 1906. 

.VtDTON at the present time in regard to the Luristan trade route, referred to in 
your telegram of the 25111 April, is not considered desirable by Ilis Majesty’s 
Gcweriiment. 


[ 17313 ] No. 170. 

India Office to Foreign Office,—(Received May 21.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State* for India peresents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Alfairs, and by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley- 
forwards herewith, for the iuforinatioii of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
tlu' Viceroy, dated the 17th May, relative to the riots in Scistan. 

India Office, May 19, 1906, 


luclosure in No. 1 70. 

Mr. Morley to Govei'nment of India, 

(Telegraphic.) B. India Office, May 17, 1906. 

SEISTAN. Please see your i('l('nram of the 11th May, and Grant Duff’s telegram 
of the 5th instant. 
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[17731] No. 171a. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Ed^vard Grey.—{Received May 23.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 23, 1906, 

ACCOPBING to a telegram from His Majesty’s Consul in Seistan, the existence 
of plague at Jangal, to tJic north of Birjand, has been established. 


[17750] No. 171b. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 23.1 

(No. 117.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 23, 1906. 

PAY]\IENT of troops in case of Shah’s death. 

Your telegram No. 81. 

10,000/. would probably suffice, but it is difficult to estimate sum that would be 
required. 


2L- 


[1647] 
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The following instructions are being sent to Grant Duff regarding affairs in 
Seistan :— 

“ As regards the Government of India’s proposal that the local rank of Vice- 
Consul should be granted to Captain Watson, there is no objection, and you may take 
steps accordingly. As regards moving our troops to Nasratabad, this woiild be most 
rmdesirable, except for the purpose of affording protection. Strength of Persian 
Gover nm ent to punish rioters locally, or to deal with further riots which might b(' 
provoked by attempt on their part at pnnislunent, seems doubtful. It seems, therefore, 
advisable to wait till the official mentioned in yoiir telegram of the 21st and further 
reinforcements arrive. On no account should we become involved in measui’es of 
punishment. Moreover, as riots appear from Maepherson’s report to have been 
directed primarily against the officers of the Belgian Customs, we have no wish to incur 
the whole of the odium involved in punishing the rioters.” 


[17682] No. 171. 

India Office to Foreign Offico.—(^Received May 23.) 

THE Under-Sccrctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign xVffairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary ol Slate, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 22nd klay, relative to the health of the Shah of Persia. 

India Office, May 22, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 171. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, May 22, 1906. 

PEKSIA. In order to secure fidelity of troops to the Valiahd, the Russian 
Minister designate to the Persian Court, Avho A\'as to start yesterday for Tehran, con¬ 
siders that a sum of money should bo held at the British and Russian Legations to be 
spent, should it be necessary, in discharging arrears of pay ; also that the Valiahd 
should at once be brought to Tehran. 

Those proposals, made in view of the state of the Shah’s health, are reported by 
Jlis klajesty’s Charge d’Affaires at St. Petersburgh, and are engaging the considc'ration 
of Ills Majesty’s Government. 


[17808J No. 172. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 24.) 

Sir, India Office, May 23, 1900. 

IN reply to Sir F. Gorst’s letter of the 17th May, I am directed to express 
Mr. Secretary Morloy’s concurrence in Sir E. Grey’s proposal to instruct TIis Majesty’s 
Charge d’Affaires at Tehran that His Majesty’s Legation and Consular officers in Piusia 
should continue to exercise their good offices on behalf of the servants of British 
subjects, whether such servants are Persians, Bahreinis, Koweitis, Miiscatis, &c., but 
that, unless the persons concerned are British protected persons, action on their part 
should be limited to good offices. As regards Bahreinis, Sir E. Grey is aAvare that 
their status as Britisli protected persons has not yet been admitted by the Persian 
Government. 


I am, Ac. 

(Signed) A GOHLEY. 
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[17812] No. 173. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 24.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Forei^ Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 22nd May, relative to a proposed loan to the 
VaUahd. 

India Office, May 23, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 173. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, May 22, 1906. 

SITUATION in Persia. My tele^am dated the 22nd May. 

It is considered desirable by His Majesty’s Government that joint action with 
Russia should be taken in making a loan to the Valiahd as suggested, immediately on 
the death of His Majesty the Shah, and that authority should be given to the Imperial 
Bank to advance, against repayment in London, the British share of the loan to His 
Imperial 1 liglmess. Indian revenues, it is proposed, should furnish the necessary funds, 
on terms substantially the same as those on wliich loans through the medium of the 
Bank have already been made to the Persian Government. It is assumed that, for the 
immediate requirements of the situation, 100,0001, of which we shall contribute 
50,0001., will bo adequate, but an estimate of the required amount wiU be asked for 
from His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires at Tehran. 

Please lot me have your views on the subject. Personally, I feel considerable 
doubt. As to bringing the Valiahd to Tehran, instructions have been conveyed to 
Mr. Grant Duff that no action should be taken at present. 


[17235] No. 174. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 24, 1906. 

1 AM direci.ed l)y Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 18th instant, and to inform you that ho concurs in the opinion of the Secretary 
of Slate tor hidia that a second British signaller should be appointed to the telegraph- 
office at Meshed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[18120] No. 175. 

Sir N. O’Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 28.) 

(No. 353. Secret.) 

Sir, Constantinople, May 20, 1906. 

IN the course of conversation yesterday with the Persian Ambassador, Prince 
Mirza Riza Khan, I have the honour to report that his Highness informed me that he 
attributed the favourable tuni which his negotiations with the Porte in regard to the 
Turco-Persian frontier had latterly taken almost entirely to the Conference which I 
had suggested holding at his Embassy some time ago with the Russian Ambassador. 
He had learnt that it had made a groat impression, both upon the Sultan and the Porte, 
and that the satisfactory note which he had received from the Ottoman Government a 
few days later was due to it. He was ntost grateful for the invaluable service I had 
thereby rendered to him and to his Government, and he had not failed to report in this 
sense to Tehran. His Highness continued to say that he did not think our action in 
regard to .\kaba had had any direct effect on his negotiations, although it had evidently 


sho'^vn the Sultan the danger of trifling with a question in which His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment were even indirectly concerned. 

I took the opportunity of asking his Highness whether he believed there was any 
truth in the report that the German Government contemplated making a pecuniary loan 
to his Government subject to certain conditions, such as a German college at Tehran, a 
road concession from Khanikin to Kermanshah, &c. 

Prince Mirza Riza Khan replied that he had no knowledge of any such negotiations 
or of any German loan being on foot. He knew, however, that M. Naus had had, 
during his two months’ visit here, frequent interviews with M. Stemrich, the new 
German Minister at Tehran, but he had been absolutely silent on the subject to him, 
and he had no idea of the purport of his conversations with M. Stemrich. 

A few days previously I had sounded the Russian Ambassador on the subject, and 
he had read to me part of a private letter from Count Lamsdorff, stating that the 
suspicions of the Russian Minister at Tehran had been aroused by M. Naus’ attitude of 
extreme reserve towards him and other Russian officials since his arrival in Tehran. 
The Minister had heard of a German loan and of its accompanying conditions, but he 
had not been able to ascertain whether they were correct or not. Count Lamsdorff 
beggetl the Ambassador to make careful inquiries with a view to finding out what 
truth there was in these surmises and rumours, and to let him know the result. 

kT. Zinoview said that he had means of extracting from Prince Mirza Riza Khan any 
information he might possess on the subject, and he would let me know the result of 
his inquiries. His Excellency seemed much concerned at the report, and on the whole 
inclined to think there might be some foundation for it. 

T nnvp /VP 

(Signed) ’ N. R. O’CONOR. 


[18156] No. 176. 

Mr. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 28.) 

(No. 329.) 

Sir, St, Petersburg!}, May 24, 1906 

I HAVE the honour to state that M. Izvolsky told me yesterday that the news as 
regarded the Shah’s health was better. There therefore appeared to be no present 
reason to take serious steps. He said that he had no doubt Mr. Grant Duff had already 
received instructions to act jointly with his Russian colleague in support of the Vali 
Ahd’s succession to the throne. He had himself sent corresponding instructions to the 
Russian Charge d’Affaires at Tehran. I observed that it might be advisable that the two 
Legations should have a certain sum at their disposal in order to conciliate the troops, 
and induce them to maintain their allegiance to the Vali Ahd on the death of the Shah. 
On the occasion of the present Shah’s accession the question of a largesse to the troops 
had proved a serious one, and it was as well that the two Governments should be 
prepared to take steps if necessary. He agreed in principle, and said that M. Hartwig, 
who left yesterday for his post, had spoken to him on the subject. Had I any instruc¬ 
tions in regard to tlie matter'! I mentioned the conversation which you had with the 
Russian Ambassador on the 11th instant, in which you had spoken as to the possibility 
of a joint loan. He said that he had receiv^ed a report of this conversation, and that he 
was quite agreed in principle with the opinions you had expressed, at the same time 
the information at his disposal was not sufficiently definite to warrant a decision. He 
had the whole subject under his consideration, and would inform you later when he had 
been able to master the subject. 

He then proceeded to say that the German Ambassador had called upon him to 
make a communication on the subject of the information published in the “ Standard” 
as to a supposed Anglo-Russian entente. Her von Schoen had said that, so far as such 
an understanding made for the peace of world, Germany could only hail it with atis- 
faction. With regard to one point only he had an observation to make—this was that 
part of the published basis of the Agreement which concerned the Bagdad Railway. This 
was the subject of a Concession granted by the Sultan to the Deutsche Bank, and was 
therefore specifically a German interest, as to which Germany had every right to be 
consulted. M. Izvolsky had, he said, immediately telegraphed the substance of this 
conversation to London in order that it might be en toute franchise communicated to 
you. He regarded the communication as satisfactory, as it showed that Germany had, 
as a matter of tact, no objection to an entente between England and Russia. With 
regard to the Bagdad Railway, he considered that the contention of Germany was just, 
[1647] 2 M 











and that G-erman claims ouo’ht to be considered. I said that you had never left any 
room for doubt in all your communications on the subject, or in the communications 
made throu^^h Sir Charles llardingc, that in seeking;' an agreement with Russia His 
Majesty’s Government was aiming at an agreement which made for peace, and not an 
agreement (o Ijc directed against the interests of any third Power. With regard to 
the Pagdad Railway, the question was whether or no Great Britain should participate, 
in common with France, in the enterprise inaugurated by Germany. We had hitherto 
refused the German offer to participate mainly because we were not willing, as long as 
Russia was opposed to the project, to enter into a combination which Russia might 
regard as an unfriendly act. Should Russia withdraw her objections, we should, in 
common with France, Ije more willing to give a favourable answer to the German 
ju’oposals for financial participation, if in other respects they appeared satisfactory, 
'fhere was no question of acting in the matter without considering Germany, which, 
indeed, as the Concession was a German one, was impossible. 

M. Izvolsky said that at first sight he thought that the views expressed by you to 
Count Benckendorff Avere such as he could recommend to the Emperor, but he was 
unalile to give a definite answer until the competent authorities had been consulted. 

I subsc(|uently s])oko to the French Amba.ssador on the subject. His Excellency 
said that he had not meniioned the matter of the Anglo-Russian negotiations to 
M. Izvolsky as he tliought that it would be wiser to wait until he was more sure of his 
uround. M. Izvolsky had not spoken to him of the communication made by the 
German Ambassador. On the subject of the Bagdad Railway he had spoken to 
M. Izvolsky, Count Witte, and the Director of the General Stalf. The former had 
given a favourable answer in ])rinciple, but had reserved a definite reply until he should 
liave consulted the competent authorities. Count Witte had informed him that on 
reoon.^iileralion he liad changed his mind with regard to the matter, and w’as now 
prepared to recommend Russia to withdraw her o])position. rhe same answ’cr had been 
received from the military authorities, who no longer appeared to consider that the 
conslruction of the line was injurious to Russia’s military interests. M. Bompard said 
that the Director of the Deutsche Bank at Constantinople had approached Sir Nicholas 
O’Conor with regard to the ])articipation of English capital, and that he had 
subse(iucntly ])rocecded to Paris, wliere he had made a similar proposal with regard to 
French' participation to the Directors of the Ottoman Bank. It was noticeable, 
however, that the oilers had been solely made with regard to financial participation, and 
the inducemenls jjut forward were solely those incident on the issue of a loan in Paris. 
Nothing had heon said either of the industrial advantages incident on construction, or 
on political or commercial control, vtr participation in control. 

Vfith regard to the general (luestion M. Bompard made the following remarks: 
’I'hc denial of the intentiou to offer it lojin to Persia, if made by Germany, would 
corre.qtond ex.ictly to Count Tattenbaeb’s similar denial of tbo intention to make an 
iulvancc (o .tlorocco, a denial Avlticb did not, as a nuittor of fact, prevent Germany 
milking an arrangement wliicli was hardly distinguishable from a loan, 'riie steps 
taken Ity the Director of the Deutsche Bank pointed to the desire of Germany to obtain 
French capital, iuit they also iiointcd to the desire of Get many to restrict French 
co-operation to one of a purely financial nature, 'fhe Government, however, could not 
and would not jtarticiitate without giving due con.sidcration to the general, commercial, 
iind political aspects of the question. 

With regard to (be ([ucstion of the observations made by Herr von Schocn as to a 
rapprorhciiiciit between Fngland and Ru.ssia, similar friendly observations bad been 
made as to the rupproclicmnits made between Italy and France, between Austria 
and Russia, and between Franco and England. But it was not to be denied tliat in 
all these cases Germany liad been untiring in Iter efforts to destroy the force of all 
tbeso agreements, while protesting publicly that .she regarded them with favour. 
M. Bompard therefore considered that, while accepting with satisfaction the friendly 
sentiments of Germany, the two Governments should nol lose sight of the fact that the 
advici' and assistance of Germany would not always and invariably be given with a view 
to the furtherance of liarmony. 'Fhe two GoYcrninents should act for themselves 
according to their own interests, 'rhey should, of course, make it plain that their 
etlorls to come to a mutual agreement did nut and could not entail any cousequeuees 
injurious to any Power which sincerely desired peace. But they should act not 
through intermediaries, Imt directly, unless they were anxious to pay somewhat heaA^y 
brokerage. 

He pointed out further that, as regards the Bagdad Railwtiy, it was not advisable 
that the three Powers (France, Fkigland, and Russia) should act sepanitely, by separate 
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[18374] No. 177*. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 29.) 

Sir, India Office, May 28, 1906. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of Sir E. 
Gorst’s letter of the 24ith instant, as to an advance to the Valiahd in the event of the 
present Shah’s death, and to inclose, for the information of the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Government of India on 
the subject. 

Sir Edward Grey will observe that Mr. Morley, in his telegram to the Viceroy, 
stated that personally he was very doubtful of the desirability of the course proposed. 
Mr. Morley will consider the matter further in connection with the views expressed 
by tliG Government of India, and at once communicate with Sir E. Grey. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 17 7'"'. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) V. India Office, May 22, 1906. 

SITUATION in Persia : My telegram dated the 22nd May. 

It is considered desirable by His Majesty’s Government that joint action with 
Ilussia should ho taken in making a loan to the Valiahd as suggested, immediately on 
the death of Jlis IMajcsty the Shall, and that authority should be given to the Imperial 
Bank to advance, against repayment in London, the British share of the loan to Ilis 
Imperial Itighness. Indian revenues it is proposed should furnish the necessary 
funds on terms substantially the same as those on which loans through the medium of 
th(' hank have already been made to the Persian Government. It is assumed that 
for till' immediate requirements of the situation 100,000/., of wliich we shall contribute 
50,000/., will lie adequate, hut an estimate of the required amount will be asked I'or from 
Ills jMajosty’s Charg6 d’AlTaires at'Pehran. Please let me have your views on the 
subject. Personally, I feel considerable doubt. As to bringing the Valiahd to 
'fcliran. instructions have been convoyed to Mr. Grant Duff that no action should bo 
lak(>n ;it prcsciif. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 177'h 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(1\'lcgraphic.) P. May 26, 1906. 

I’UKSLA ; Question of loan to Valiahd. Your telegram dated the 22nd instant. 
Anarchy in Persia would, without doubt, have a serious effect upon India, and 
we ar(' prepared to lend, on the same conditions as previous loans, a further 50,000/., 
if a small advance immediately on the Shah’s death is considered by Ilis Majesty’s 
Goverumei\t necessary to prevent such a contingency. At the same time we adhere, 
alter discussing the matter in Council, to the opinion expressed in the Viceroy’s 
telegiams dated 22nd December, 1905, and 0th January last. AVe think that, in the 
event of the accession of the Yaliahd, whose pro-Itussian tendencies have always been 
rcj)ortcd to be strong, instructions should be sent to Tehran Legation to utilize the 
autlun ity given to advance to the new Hulcr the money' sanctioned, in such a manner 
as to secure for tin' benefit of Indian interests in Persia the best possible conditions, 
(llepcated to Tehran.) 
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and independent negotiations, with Germany. They should act as a unit, and if they 
did so the terms obtained would be better. Eor this purpose it was most necessary 
that they should come to a common understanding as soon as possible. This he said, 
not with any hostile feeling towards Germany, but from the purely business point 
of view. 

He added that, although, as he had told me, he had not thought it advisable as yet 
to speak on the subject of Anglo-Russian relations, which he had abstained from doing, 
because he was not yet sufficiently clear as to the policy which would be pursued by the 
new Government, and because in principle he thought it was better that Russia and 
England should fight out their battle by themselves, on the ground of their own private 
interests and without foreign interference, yet His Majesty’s Embassy might rest 
assured that they might count on the friendly and willing co-operation of their French 
colleagues in ease any question of friction should arise which could be usefully aplani 
by the offices of a mutual friend. I said 1 was sure that in the future, as in the past, 
his f'iendly offices would be appealed to if the occasion arose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


[18579] No. 177. 

Question asked in the House of Lords, May 28, 1906. 

The Lord Reay ,—To ask the Uiulor-Sccretary of State Cor Foreign Affairs if he can 
give any infornuitinn in regard to the setthunent ol llie dronticr dispute between 
Tm’key and Persia near Cazncli and Suj-Bula. 


Answer. 

A dibpute had arisen between Persia and Turkey in regard to the boiindary in the 
neighbourhood of the places mentioned by his noble friend in the Kurd tlistricts on 
the borders of those two countries. Negotiations were now proceeding, and there was 
every reason to believe that an amicable settlement of the question w'onld be arrived 
at. Ilis Majesty’s Government understood that the question would now be decided 
locally between the two tiovernments, and they had received in form at ion that a Persian 
Commissioner had left to meet the Turkish Commissioner on the frontier. Tliis, 
evidently, was the most desirable solution. Ilie question had been treated at (’onstan- 
tinople, and the Persian And)asbador there had liad the benefit of receiving advice 
from the British and Russian Ambassadors in regard to the matter. In 1851 Lord 
Palmerston proposed that the gemwal line of frontier between Turkey aiid Pej'sia should 
be traced by the .\gents of thosi' two Powers at Constantinople, assisted by Com¬ 
missioners, in conformity with tlu' stipulations of the Treaty of Er/.('roum of 1847-48, 
hjaving doubtful localiti('s to be settled in detail in llu' future. I'lu' Pussian Gov('rn- 
ment agreed to this ])roposal, and the work of surveying the country from IMount Ararat 
Id th(' Persian Gulf was tln'ii commenced. Wlnm this was done, the prc'paratiou of a 
map of the I'urco-Persian frontit'i', ('mbraeing tc'rritory 709 miles in length by from 
20 to 40 miles broad, was pul in hand. ’Ibis work lasted from November 1857 to 
]\Iarch 1865, and would doubtless b(' the basis of the present settlement. 


[18411] No. 178. 

The Persian Transyor^ompany to Foreign Office.—(Received May 29.) 

3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, _ A/m/ 28, 1906. 

WITH reference to the ('all which Lieutenant-Colonel Picot made at the Foreign 
UlHce to-dayq I have the honour to inclose' tin' following documents ;— 

1. Copy (ff a letter from our agent at Ispahan, dated the 24th Aj)ril, having 
reference to a request made to him by tlu' Bakhtiari Chiefs for a loan of money ; and 

2. Copy of a telegi'am received from our agent at 'L'hran, dated tlu' 2.‘)rd instant. 
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Wc cousider that any loan made to the Bakhtiari Chiefs should he accompanied by 
the following conditions :— 

1. It should be in the nature of a first mortgage on the revenues received from the 
road, hut it should also be guaranteed by the Chiefs jointly and severally on their 
personal possessions. The latter part of the condition is necessitated by the considera¬ 
tion that, should they not have provided any guarantee on their personal property, 
they would not hav(' the same interest in the maintenance of the road and tiie revenues 
arising therefrom. They could say, in case the road were to fall into disuse, that the 
loan was only a loan on road revenues, and that the makers of it had provided the 
money knowing this, and with their eyes open. If, on the other hand, they give their 
personal property as a collateral pledge, they have every reason to maintain the road 
and its revenues. 

We gather from the letter and telegram that the Chiefs arc not indisposed to give 
guarantees of this nature. 

2. Inasmuch as the road is at present badly in need of repair, it should be a 
consideration attached to the loan that a portion of it, not less than 50,000 krans, or, 
say, S40/., which is a minimum, should be devoted to the immediate repair of the road. 
It should also be provided that, after this sum had been expended, the Chiefs should 
undertake to eomc to an arrangement with our Company under which we should be 
authorized t(j keep the road in repair for them, in so far as that could be done for a 
yearly sum to be afterwards arrived at with us through the good offices of His 
l^lajesty’s Legation. It is scarcely possible to estimate the sum at the present moment 
before the road has boon placed in normal repair. 

\\’c should like to know the views of His Majesty's Government in respect of the 
proposals of the Chiefs. There can be no doubt that the present is an excellent 
opportunity, not only for further securing the good-will of these Chiefs, in whoso hands 
is placed such an important trade route for British and Indian goods, but also for 
obtaining the security for the upkeep of the road wliich His Majesty’s Legation in 
Tehran liave so long, aiul hitherto so fruitlessly, been endeavouring to obtain. It 
would obviously not be possible for us, as a private industrial Comijany, to advance the 
moiu'y excej)t it were collaterally guarantccil by the Persian Government on good 
security, such as the customs of Ahwas and Mohummerah. In that case, this Company 
might obtain the necessary funds from the iCuphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation 
Company. On the other hand, His j\Iajesty’s Government might consider that it would 
be unwise to bring the Persian Government too closely into this transaction. If so, 
would His i\lajesty’s Government be prepared either to advance the money or give us 
a guarantee? 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretari/. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 17S. 

Messrs. Lynch Brothers to the Persian Transport Company. 

Ispahan, April 24, 1900. 

BERING the recent interview with the Bakhtiari Chiefs, both the Sardar and the 
'\louin 1 lomuyun expressed their intention of putting a proposal forward to you for a 
loan of 500,000 krans (8,400/.), which if it is taken up by you will be repayable in a 
])oriod of three to five years. Hie road revenue will be the security, and the rate of 
interi'st suggested 8 per cent, per annum. The loan wiU be taken up by the Conces¬ 
sion holders of tlie road, and will be rejiaid partly out of their own personal resources 
and partly out of the tolls. It will be applied for with the permission of the Persian 
Government. 

What the Sardar told me here about this loan Avas merely a preliminary intimation, 
which he asked me to lorAvard to you ; but further and proper negotiations will be 
made afK'r he has si'en the other Chiefs in Tehran, and also after consultation with 
tin* Government. 1 have pointed ont that, should they definitely decide to apply to us 
for the loan, they will have to see i\lr. ]\[alleson, to forward to you their proi^osal, stating 
terms, Ac. But before' their arrival in Tehran I am afraid this news will have 
reached St. Potersburgh, and the Russians in Tehran will be on the move against it; 
because, wlu'n the two Khans were talking on the subject, among the people present 
fhere was a Re]>resentative from the Russian Consulate, and unfortunately before I 
could roach the Sardar to warn him he had revealed tlii' matter. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 178. 

Messrs. Lynch Brothers to the Persian Transport Company. 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, May 23, 1906. 

AS per your letter of the 3rd May, the Bakhtiari shares are not registered at the 
British Legation. Chiefs desire a telegram in answer to our Ispahan agent’s letter 
dated the 24th April. All participators in the road revenue Avill sign mortgage, 
jointly and severally responsible for repayment. It is proposed to repay 150,000 krans 
annually, first payment twelve months after loan ; 8 per cent, per annum interest. 


[18453] No. 179. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received May 29.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a 
telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 2oth jRay, relative to the posting of an additional 
signaller to illeshed. 

India Office, May 29, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 179. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, May 25, 1906. 

I HiVVE approved the appointment of the additional signaller for Meshed, 
proposed in your telegram dated the 15th May ; two signallers of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department arc due to arrive shortly at Tehran, and arrangements will be 
made here to send one of them, who will be available for the purpose, to Meshed. 
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[17808] No. 180. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duf. 

(No. 86.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 29, 1906. 

I HAVE considered, in communication with the Secretary of State for India, your 
despatch No. 72 of the 25th March last, regarding the question whether Persian 
subjects and Bahreinis, Koweitis, &c., in the employ of British subjects resident in 
Persia are entitled to the good offices of His Majesty’s Consular officers in that country. 

1 have to inform you, in reply, that His Majesty’s Legation and His Majesty’s 
Consular officers in Persia should continue to exercise their good offices on behalf 
of the servants of British subjects, whether sueh servants are Persians, Bahreinis, 
Koweitis, Muscatis, Ac., but that unless the persons concerned are British protected 
persons, action of their behalf should be limited to good offices. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 
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[16409] No. 181. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duf. 

(No. 87.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 1, 1906. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 97 of the 21st April last, relative to the 
proposed Luristan trade route. 

I have considered the matter in communication with the Secretary of State for 
India, and it has been decided that the proposal should not be taken up for the 
present. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


[19071] No. 182. 

Mr. E. Grant Buff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 2.) 

(No. 160.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 2, 1906. 

IP their demands are not granted by next Monday the Mollahs threaten to 
organize a general riot for that day. Precautions are being taken by the Persian 
Government. 

Tluu’c are rumours that the Shah’s health is worse, and the Palace has been closed 
to-day, oven to the Ministers. 


[17697] No. 183. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 82.) 

(Telegra])luc.) P, Foreign Office, June 2, 1906. 

i'OUIt (el(‘gram No. 126 respecting the Rahktiari road. 

According to Alorbon’s report the condition of the road is bad, but it is uncertain 
wliethcr this is owing to faultincss in construction or subsequent neglect. While the 
Chiefs are still at Teliran you shouhl, if possible, obtain a settlement of outstanding 
questions between tluaii and the ’rransport Company, such as accounts and repairs. 
The ag('iit of the t'onqiany at Tehran is in full possession of their views, and you 
might ai't in communication with him. 


[18411] No. 184, 

Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 5, 1906. 

J HAVE laid before Secretary Sir E. Grey your letter of the 28th ultimo, respecting 
the request addnvssed by the Bakhtiari Chiefs to the Persian dVansport Company for 
an advance of 500,000 krans. 

1 am to stal(>, in reply, that your suggestions have received careful consideration, 
but that Sir E. Grey regrets that it would bo impossible for llis Majesty’s Government 
either to make or to guarantee a loan of the nature proposed. 

Sir E. Gr('y is, moreover, inclined to think that such a loan lies rather within the 
province ol the Impm-ial Bank of Per.sia than of the Traiis])ort Company, and I am to 
suggc'st, for your consideration, that if the Chiefs require money, and oll'er satisfactory 
tenns and security, they will, no doiibt, have no difficidty in coming to an arrangement 
with tlu' Imperial Bank on a business footing. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


I 


139 

[19451] No. 185. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—-{Received June 6.) 

(No. 161.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 6, 1906. 

SITUATION in Tehran. 

My telegram No. 150. 

So far there has been no disturbance here, but violent sermons are being preached 
against the Grand Vizier, who, the Mushir-ed-Dowleh tells me, wishes to resign, 
his post. 

Although the Shah is better he is still unable to transact business, and the 
condition of the country becomes worse from day to day. 

Prom a reliable source I hear that the conspiracy mentioned in my despatch 
No. 114 actually does exist, but that, owing to the unpopularity of the persons 
concerned, it is not likely to succeed. 


[19795] No. 186. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received June 9.) 

Sir, India Office, June 9, 1906. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 28th ultimo as to an advance to the Valiahd 
in the event of the death of the present Shah, I am directed to state that the Secretary 
of State for India has considered the views expressed in the telegram from the Govern¬ 
ment of India of the 26th ultimo. 

Mr. ]\Iorley does not discover much difference in principle between the refusal to 
make a loan to Persia, as settled by His Majesty’s Government in Jantiary last, and 
the proposal now suggested. 

No doubt the consequences of allowing the succession to the Persian Throne to take 
place under the exclusive auspices of a third Power might possibly be disadvantageous 
to India, and, as the amount required would be comparatively trifling, Mr. Morley would 
not object, if the Council of India should give the necessary sanction, to advance from 
Indian revenues, in accordance with the proposal in the Foreign Ofluic IMemorandum of 
the 29th April, a sum not exceeding 50,000/., for the purposes of a loan to the Valiahd 
through the Imperial Bank. 

Tlie conditions of the loan will, it is understood, be substantially the same as those 
governing the two loans already made to Persia through the Bank, and His Majesty’s 
Government will undertake to make good to the Indian Government the half of any loss 
that may be incurred on the transaction, in respect either of interest or capital. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


[19812] No. 187. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 11.) 

(No. 125.) 

Sir^ Tehran, May 1, IDOt). 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a copy of a despatch addressed to the 
Goveinment of India by His Majesty’s Con''ul-Gcneral at Meshed, regarding a tour 
vhich he proposes to make next September on the Khorassan frontier. 

There is, in my opinion, little doubt that sucli a tour made by a British Consular 
officer would not be favourably viewed by the l\us.sian Government. The advisability 
ol sanctioning Major Sykes’ tour will therefore principally depend on whether or not any 
real progress is being made, or is likely to be made, witli the attempt on the part of His 
Majesty’s Government to come to an agreement with Russia on J^er.sian questions. 
There is, so far as I can judge, no sign at present of any disposition on the part of 
Russia to relax her efforts to secure a predominant position in the country, although her 
domestic troubles have perhaps rendered her policy less openly aggressive during the 
last two years. The following facts seem to show that her policy in Persia is 
unchanged;— 
















1. The recent foundation of a Consulate at Bunder Abbas, where there is no- 
Bussian trade, and where are probably no Eussian subjects. 

2. The organized attempt during the last few weeks on the part of the Banque 
d’Escompte to break tbe Imperial Bank of Persia at Tehran, Ispahan, Tabreez, and 
Yezd. It will not be lost sight of that the Banque d’Escompte is a Russian Government 
institution, and not a commercial enterprise. 

3. The Russian Con.sulate in Beistan is certainly trying to make political capital out 
of the prevailing plague epidemic. 

4. The Russian Government has recently appointed a notorious Anglophobe and 
intriguer, M. iVliller. of Seistan notoriety, to the post of Chief Dragoman at their 
Legation here. 

5. ’I'he part played by the Russian Government in persuading the Persian Govern¬ 
ment to reject Colonel McMahon’s Water Award. I know from trustworthy sources 
that the Russian Legation are continuing to exercise the suspicion of the Persian 
Government as to the designs of His Majesty’s Government in Seistan, 

The above evidence would appear to show that up to the present time no instruc¬ 
tions have been issued by the Russian Government to their officials in Persia to assume 
a more conciliatory attitude. iL is, however, fair to say that the whole staff of the 
Russian Legation, except M. Miller, has been or is about to be changed, and this may 
possibly be the prelude of a loss aggressive policy. 

Major Sykes’ tour would not be undertaken till the autumn, and before that time 
much may happen ; but it is doubtless desirable that we should obtain fuller information 
as to affairs on the Khorasan frontier, and should no evident change take place in 
Russian policy before tbe autumn there would appear to be no particular reason for 
consulting the susceptibilities of a Government which shows no sign of wishing to meet 
our friendly advances. 

As regards Astrabad, tbe town is properly in tbe district of His Majesty’s Consul at 
Resht; but as the present Acting Vice-Consul is only indirectly in the employ of His 
Majesty’s Government, Major Sykes might include a visit there in his tour. 

I would, however, express the hope that the appointment of an efficient Consul at 
Ilcsbt will not be much longer delayed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 

Major Sykes to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 12.) 

Sir, Meshed, April 20, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your information, a copy of my letter 
No. 83, dated the 20th April, 1900, which I have foi warded to the (Government of 
India in the Ik)reign Department, on the subject of my proposed tour on the Perso- 
Russian frontier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. MOLESWORTH SYKES. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 187. 

Major Sykes to Government of India. 

(No. S3. Confidential.) 

Sir, Meshed, April 20, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of touring, more especially along 
the frontiers of Khorasan. When Sir Arthur Hardinge was at Meshed, I discussed this 
question with him, and he expressed the opinion that touring was extremely important, 
and that it was desirable to visit the Perso-Russian frontier as well as other portions of 
this Consular district. J anticipate that the Legation will continue to hold the same 
general views on this subject; but I am raising it now to give time for the Govern¬ 
ment of India to ('xebange views on this matter if they think tit to do so. 

In his No. 11*!) of the 9lh September, 1905, to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 
Sir A. Hardinge expressed a decided opinion as to the advisability of Astrabad being- 
visited occasionally from this Ccnsulate-General, as the Honorary Consul is the 
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Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Resht, and naturally cannot visit this portion 
of bis district, where, however, there are a few British Pro^^ges. I have also 
frequent visits of Russian officials to Bujnurd and to the Gokkn and Yamut country, 
and there is, moreover, the present position of the Gunbad-i-Kabus Commission. In 
short, it seems desirable to take stock of affairs in this part of Persia before t ey 

jLt now Russia is mainly occupied with holding her_ o\^, and as my relations 
both at Askhabad, where I know the Governor-General, and in Khorasan are extremely 
friendly, the circumstances are particularly favourable for such a tour. Moreover, my 
love of travel and archeology is well known to them. This favourable state of affairs 
may however, not last, and it seems to me desirable to take advantage of the present 
opportunity to visit Bujnurd and the district to the west, where no Consul-General has 
toured for many years. I understand that the desirability of this tour has been agree 
upon, and it consequently remains for me to make proposals. r i, 

Briefly, I propose that, in early September, I should tour to Bujnurd, where I nave 
known the family of the llkliani for thirteen years. I should propose then tollow 
down the River Gurgan to Astrabad. From Astrabad I should Proceed to Bander 
Gaz, and thence to Meshed by steamer and rail, leaving the camp ta follow the ong r 
route via Shabrud and Sabzawar. I should propose to take Captain Watson with me, as 
I understand that he is applying for leave at that time. In any case, vvhether he goes 
on leave or not, this would be the most suitable arrangement, as the Agency surgeon 

would be acting for me during my absence from Meshed. u i 

The advantages of this tour are manifold, and include a certain political result and 
an increase of knowledge of the country which is always desirable. At the same time 
should be most careful to avoid doing anything that would arouse the susceptibilities ot 
the Russians. More than this, it is extremely desirable to note the position of Russia on 
this frontier, and, finallv, up-to-date Gazetteer information, which is being demanded by 
the Intelligence Branch, could be secured. By touring at this season I should be able 
to visit the Afghan frontier in the early spring of 1907, which is in^ny ways the best 
time of the year for such a tour. The cost would be considerably reduced if I were 
able to make use of some of the mules belonging to the Turbat Consulate. , , .n 

In conclusion, events may occur ivhich would render this tour inadvisable; but it 
everything is normal in Khorasan, I hope it may be sanctioned. , 

A copy of this letter is being sent to His Majesty’s Legation at lehran. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. MOLESWORTH SYKES. 


[ 19817 ] No. 188. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received June 11.) 

(No. 131. Confidential.) Te/iran, May 20, 1906. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 41 of the 12th March lasL 1 have the 
honour to report that, in company with Mr. Malloson Messrs. Lynchs agent at 
Tehran, I was present at a meeting held yesterday at the house of the Samsam-es- 
^nltaneh to discuss various questions connected with the road from Ispahan to Ahwaz. 
®"ihnrthe hono,„.toVte in my despatch No. 129 of the. 18th instant the 
Bakhtiari Khans made up their quarrels, and the Serdar Assad (Haji Kuli Khan) told 
Te in the presence of the other Chiefs now here, that he had resigned the llkhamship 
in favour of the Samsam-es-Saltaneh, who till recently held that position. 

There were present at the meeting of the 19th instant. 

The Samsam-es-Saltaneh, Ilkhani. 

The Serdar Assad. 

The Shahab-es-Saltaneh, Ilbegi. 

The Moin-i-Homayun. 

I regret to say that the Chiefs made no secret of their dislike of Meprs. Lynch. 
Eortunately Mr. Malleson understands Persian very slightly, and did not realize the very 
uncomplimentary references made by Bakhtiari Khans to his principals and their 
methods of business. I found it throughout the meeting very difficult to induce the 
Serdar Assad, who acted as spokesman, to discuss the various points in a calm and 
businesslike manner. 

[1G47] ^ ^ 
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He maintains that the accounts of the road given to His Majesty’s Government by . 
Messrs. Lynch are exaggerated, and that it was even now in at least as good a state as 
when it was handed over to the tribe. On behalf of the Chiefs he declared that they 
were quite prepared to abide by the decision of a British Consular officer, who could 
easil) judge wlietlier the road was a reasonably good caravan track. As regards the 
bridges he said that tlie yearly examination and repair was, in this climate, an absurd and 
unnecessary expense, lie added that Messrs. Lynch had only twice sent an engineer to 
examine and paint them, and that on botli occasions the charges had been duly paid by 
the Chiefs against receipts which they held. 'I'his statement, I would observe, does not 
tally with Ihe evidence riirnishcd by Messrs Lynch (see their letter to the Foreign Office 
of the 29th November, 1905), and T have requested Mr. Malleson to make inquiries on 
this point from his agent at Ispahan. You will also perceive that in Inclosure 3 of 
Sir Arthur liardinge’s despatch No. 17, Confidential, of the 31st January, 1905, 
Mr. Preece admits tliat he received 60Z. from the Chiefs towards repairing the bridges in 
1902. 'riiis sum would apjiear not to have reached Messrs. Lynch Bros., and I would 
suggest that Mr. Preece, who is, I believe, in England, should be asked to state to w'hom 
he remitted the money in question. I agree with Mr. Preece that the charges made by 
Messrs. Lynch for painting and rcjiairing the bridges in 1903 and 1904 seem exorbitant. 
In view of the present temper of the Chiefs it would, I think, be useless to present the 
accounts for those years, and in the absence of instructions from you to the contrary I 
do not propose to do so. The Khans unanimously declare that Mr. Preece made a 
verbal agrcciment with them that the bridges should be painted once only in three 
years. 1 am not aware if their statements are correct, but Mr, Malleson knows 
nothing of such an arrangement, and is confident that it was never sanctioned by his 
firm. 

I tried to obtain a renewal of the offer made to pay Messrs. Lynch 3,000 tomans 
down and 1,000 tomans yearly for the ujikecp of the road (see Sir Arthur Hardinge’s 
despatch No. 17 of the 31st January, 1905, Inclosure 2), but the Chiefs positively 
declined to accept these terms. After nearly three hours’ discussion, the following 
proimsals were made by the Serdar Assad on behalf of the Chiefs:— 

1. ’fhe Bakhliari Khans earnestly desire that Messrs. Lynch shall agree to sever 
his comu'clion with them and with their road. If the firm consent to this, all their 
legitimate claims will be at once paid in casii through His Majesty’s Legation. 

2. If Mc.ssrs. Lynch decline to cancel the Agreement of 1898 Avith the Chiefs, the 
former shall send an engineer once in two years to examine and, if nece.ssary, paint and 
repair the two bridges, 'fhe cost of such examination, painting, and repairing is to be 
settled beforehand. If the estimate presented by Messrs. Lynch is not accepted by the 
Chiefs, the latter will be at liberty to obtain estimates for the required work from other 
British engineens. 

3. The Chiefs agree to build two caravanserais this year and two next year at those 
places at which such accommodation is most required. Those existing caravanserais 
Avhich are found to be in a bad condition will be repaired this year on the return of the 
Khans to their country. 

4. When the repairs now being carried on at various points on the road are com¬ 
pleted, His Majesty’s Legation will be notified, and the Chiefs hope that a British Con¬ 
sular officer may be instructed to inspect the road from Alnvaz to Ispahan. If the said 
Consul then finds the road in need of further repair, the Chiefs will accept his decision. 

As regards the tirst proposal, I pointed out that Messrs. Lynch had been the 
pioneers of the Kanin route, and that it was hardly likely that they wmuld consent to 
annul their Agreement with the Chiefs. Mr. Malleson seemed, indeed, to think that 
the firm avouUI consider such a step the prelude to their closing down their business 
in Persia. I do not quite see why this should be the case, as there would be nothing to 
prevent the firm from making use of the road, and their caravans would be just as safe— 
or as unsafe—as before. They would also have recovered the balance of the capital 
expended on the track. To my remark the Serdar Assad replied violently that if 
ISlessrs. Lynch removed their business from Persia there would be universal rejoicing, 
and that no one would be so delighted as the Bakhtiaris. The other Chiefs said, 
Inshaliah ! let him go !” 

1 wish clearly to bring out the fact that the Bakhtiaris, rightly or Avrongly, distrust 
Messrs. Lynch. If they decline to agree to the terms proposed by the firm, or to pay 
the claims preferred on account of the repair of the bridges, there is no way of coercing 
them, even if it were desirable to do so. In these circumstances I can only recommend 
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ihe firm, either to relinquish the whole enterprise, or to do what they can to remove the 
Unfortunate impression they or their employes have made by accepting some arrange¬ 
ment based on the above proposals. It is clear, I think, that under Article 4 of the 
Agreement of 1898 the Chiefs have the right to repair the road, and in their present 
frame of mind they are unlikely to assent to any arrangement which would deprive them 
of the control of its upkeep. 

As regards proposal No. 2, I am hardly surprised that the Chiefs should wish to 
have further estimates, in view of the accounts sent in by Messrs. Lynch for repairing 
the bridges—notably the charge made in 1904. 

Proposal 3 is to the interest of both parties, and cannot, I presume, be objected to. 

Proposal 4 is almost essential. It would appear to be the only way to obtain an 
impaitial opinion as to the true state of the road. Major Morton’s report, which has no 
doubt by this time reached you from India, unfortunately throws little light on the 
question at issue. 

In these circumstances I would suggest that His Majesty’s Consul at Ahwaz should 
be instructed to inspect the road as soon as possible after the Chiefs have notified His 
Majesty’s Legation that the promised repairs are completed. Captain Lorimer would 
be able to pronounce definitely as to the condition of the track, and might also be 
requested to give his views as to whether it is really necessary to spend a considerable 
sum yearly on the repair, &c., of the bridges. This latter point may, however, be one 
on which an expert opinion would alone be of value. 

I am confident that the Khans, who are most friendly to His Majesty’s Legation, 
would carry out their promise to abide by the decision of a British Consular officer. 
But they fairly loathe Messrs. Lynch, and it would be to the interest of the firm to be 
conciliatory, even if this entails the loss of a few hundred pounds. 

The Khans are masters of the road, and Messrs. Lynch would do well to 
remember it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


[19820] No. 189. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edmard Gretj.—{Received June 11.) 

(No. 134.) 

gir^ Tehran, May 21, 1906. 

IN obedience to the instructions contained in your telegram No. 67 of the 
26th April, I addressed the note, copy of Avhich I have the honour to inclose, to the 
Persian Government, stating that, in view of the present distm'bod condition of varioua 
districts adjoining the Pcrso-Turkisli frontier, His Majesty’s Govermnent would hold 
them responsible for the lives and property of Britisli subjects in Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, 
Kcrnuinshah, and generally along the western border. The Mushir-cd-Dowleh’s reply, 
a translation of which is forwarded horeAvith, is of characti'ristic fatuity. Alter stating 
that the Persian Government has alsvays taken immediate and I'lU'rgetic ineasures to 
put an end to any “unexpected incident on the frontier,” a statemc'ut which is quite 
rmtnic, his Excellency proceeds to propose that, if “ there is any possibility of incon¬ 
venience at this moment for the Mission,” I should instruct them to come provisionally 
to Tabreez. He further states that the Persian Government cannot in any Avay be hold 
responsible. 

I have not replied to his Excellency’s note, beyond informing hiiu verbally that 
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mission cannot be expected to go to Tabreez, which 
Avould involve a long and expensive journey to a toAvn in Avhich they have no residence. 
I added that the Persian Government will certainly be expected by His Majesty’s 
Government to furnish them with adequate protection at Urmi, and that his Excellency’s 
note in no way relieved him of the responsibility of affording sticli protection. 

His Majesty’s ConsAd-General at Tabreez reports that, according to infonnation 
received from Urmi, the Turks have taken complete possession of the districts of Hasht 
and MergaAAxar. Mr. Wratislaw also states that the Turkish Vice-Consul at Urmi has 
assumed charge of the Christian inhabitants of MaAvana, completely i^ioring the 
Persian authorities, and has even gone so far as to fine some of them. Turkish soldiers, 
fully armed, recently visited Urmi, and the Governor of that tOAvn has been warned to 
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cease levying taxes along tlie frontier. The Turks would appear at present to^ be 
treating the Cliristians very kindly, and seem anxious to create a good impression. 
They show, however, little consideration for the Kurds. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


In closure 1 in No. 189. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

April 27, 1906. 

REPORTS have reached His Majesty's Government that the Kurdish tribes are 
ravaging the district betAvecn Urmi and Soujboidak and that considerable imrest 
exists all along the neighbouring frontier. 

As your Excellency is aware, Urmi is the head-quarters of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Mission to the Ncstorians, and, shoidd the present strained relations 
between the Govc'rnnicnt of Ilis iMajesty the Shah and the Sublime Porte unhappily 
continue, it is not impossible that the British missionaries may be exposed to danger 
from the lawless tribes of that Vi'gion. 

Li these circumstances, 1 am instructed by Ilis Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to Avarn the Persian Government that they wiR be held 
responsible for the lives and property of British subjects in Azerbaijan, Kurdistan, 
Kermanshah, and generally along the Perso-Turkish frontier. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 189. 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr, E. Grant Duff, 

(Translation.) May 3, 1906. 

IN reply to your note of the 27th ultimo respecting the Kurds ravaging the district 
hetAvoen Urmi and Soujhoulak, and in answer to your statement that the Persian 
Government Avill bo coiisidered re.sponsible for aiiy inconA’-cnience or danger to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s jMission, I have the honour to state that, as you are aware, 
A\Kcncvcr there has been any unexpected incident on the frontier or in the interior, the 
Persian Government has ahvays taken immediate and energetic measiu’es to put an end 
to it, and I have never failed, and Avill never fail, to maintain peace and harmony for 
the subjects of friendly PoAvers. It is evident that, in spite of all such measures, the 
Persian (Jovernment cannot in any Avay be held responsible. If you believe that there 
is any possibility of inconvenience at this moment for the Mission in question, you Avill 
kindly instruct them to come provisionally to Tabreez, and return to the place when, 
they are satistied of its security. 


[19821] No. 190. 

Mr. E. Grant Dufto Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 11.) 

(No. 135. Secret.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 21, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a contract recently 
signed between the Persian Government and the contractor of the Caspian Sea fisheries 
by which the latter agrees to pay in advance under discount the royalties due for 1907, 
1908, and 1909; the royalty for 1910 next 13th December, and that for 1911 on the 
28th April, 1908. 

It seems clear that by the present discount operation the Persian Government 
have infringed the Agreement signed on the 4th April, 1903, for the advance of 
200,000/. by the Imperial Bank (see Sir A. Hardinge's despatch No. 49, Secret, of the 
14th April, 1903). In that Agreement it is stated as follows:— 

“Le Gouverncment Persan s’engage a rembourser la dite avance b. I’Imperial 
Bank cn vingt amides, capital et interdts, au moyen du produit des redevances qui lui 
sont dues pour les pecheries de la Mer Caspienne.” 
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In a recent intervicAv I had with the Grand Vizier, I drew his Highness’ attention 
to the infringement of the Agreement signed Avith the Imperial Bank of Persia by his 
predecessor and M. Naus. His Highness, who is very ignorant as regards European 
methods of business, replied that it Avas true that the Persian Government had lately 
raised money on the Caspian fisheries, but that he failed to see in what way this 
concerned His Majesty's Government, provided that the interest on their loan through 
the Bank was duly paid. To this 1 ansAi'ered that it was of the non-payment of the 
interest on the British loan that I complained. Out of the 23,270/. Is. due on the 
4th ultimo, only 5,500Z. had as yet been received by the Imperial Bank of Persia. 

His Highness promised at once to see to the matter, but the balance due has not 
yet been paid to Mr. Rabino. 

I inclose, for convenience of reference, a Memorandum on the Caspian fisheries by 
Mr. George Churchill. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUPE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 190. 
Caspian Sea Fisheries Contract. 



(Translation.) ^ , 

THE Undersigned, the Sadr Azam of’ His Imperial Majesty the Shah, His ' 1 , 

Highness Prince Sultan Abdul Majid Mirza, Ain-ed-DoAvleh, Atabeg-i-Azam, and Petro j 

Petroviteb, the agent of the heirs of George Stepanovitch Lianozofi*, possessing plenary 
powers, have made the following contract;— \ 

Article 1. The heirs of George Stepanovitch LianozofF undertake, in accordance | 

Avith the desire of the Persian Government, to pay in advance the royalties for the K 

Avaters in which they have the right to fish, as follows:— I 

(a.) To pay on the 28th April, 190G, the royalties due for the years 1907, 1908, jj|| 

and 1909 Avbich amount to 1,380,000 fr. after deducting interest at the rate of 6 per '‘iil 

cent, per annum. | 

(b.) To pay on account of the royalties for the year 1910 the sum of 460,000 fr. on I 

the 13th December, 1906. » I 

(c.) 'Po pay on account of the royalties for the year 1911 the sum of 460,000 fr. | . | 

on the 21st April, 1908, deducting on each occasion 6 per cent, per annum inlefest. I 


Art. 2. On the other hand, as the Persian Government has always shown good Avill 
toAA'ards the commercial undertaking of the heirs of LianozofF, and not desiring now to 
place any obstacles in tlteir way and in order to make clear and amplify the contracts 
of the 2oth September, 1893, in the name of Sle])an LianozofF for the period of 
tAventy years, and of the 10th October, 1896, in the name of George LianozofF for 
another five years, the Persian Government, by the present contract, undertake not to 
cancel the above-mentioned contracts Avithout the consent of the heirs of George 
Lianozofi'. 


Art. 3. The Persian Government confirms all the rights accorded to the heirs of 
George Stepanovitch LianozofF by Article 4 of the contracts concluded on the 25th 
September, 1903. 

Art. 4. The heirs of George Stepanovitch LianozofF hereby declare their willingness 
to pay from the 1st October, 1906, for the “Sudak” caught in the ^‘Murdab" lagoon, 
at the rate of 70 krans per 100 fish instead of 50 krans as heretofore. 

The heirs of George Stepanovitch LianozofF being very grateful for the good-Avill 
extended by the Persian Government to their enterprise and for the fulfilment by the 
latter of the conditions of the contract concluded between them as .shown by the 
present undertaking, they seize the opportunity to thank the Persian Government, and 
express their hope that these favours should not be withdraAvn from them in the 
future. 

[1617] 2 P 
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Done in duplicate. 

(In the Shah’s hand-writing.) The contract was written in the year 132d< in the 
Gulistan Garden, and is correct. 

(Signature of the Atabeg-i-Azam.) 

Registered at the Persian Foreign Office. 


(Signed and sealed by the ]\tushir-ed-Dowleh.) 
(Signed at the Russian Legation.) 

Tehran, April 12, 1906. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 190. 

Memorandum respecting the Caspian Sea Fisheries Contract. 

'1TT15 Caspian Sea fisheries were originally leased to M. Lianozofl', a Russian 
subject, in 1888 for twelve years at 60,000 tomans (or roughly 17,000/.) a-year. The 
second lease extended the contract for another ten years at the equivalent of about 
18,000/. a-ycar, which was subsequently prolonged for a further period of ten years, 
'riie third contract again extended the lease for five years, and the fourth contract, 
discounting the royalties, confirmed the provisions of the previous ones. 

Copies of the second and third contracts were inclosed in Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch 
No. 23, Confidental, of the 22nd February, 1903, and a copy of the fourth contract is 
attached herewith. 

The present discount operation is as follows :— 

It is agreed by the contractor to pay the royalties for 1907, 1908, and 1909, in 
advance under discount on the 28th April, 1906, the royalty for 1910 on the 
18th December, 1906, and for 1911 on the 28th April, 1908, as follows:— 


• 

.\mount. 


ij 

1907. 18,400/., 1l'.ss 6 per cent, for 1 year .. .. 

17,296 

1908. 18,100/,, „ 0 „ 2 years 

16,192 

1909. 18,400/., „ 0 „ 8 „ 

15,088 

Payable April 28, 1906. 

18,570 

1910. 18,100/., less 0 per eent. for 4 years .. .. 

1 13,981 

Payable December 13, 1906. 

i 

1911. 18,400/,, less 6 per cent, for 3 years 

15,088 

Payable April 28, 1908. 



It is quite clear that the Persian Government have, by the present discount opera¬ 
tion, infringed tlieir Agreement with tlie Imperial Bank of Persia (but in reality with 
Ilis Majesty’s Government) dated the Itli April, 1903, by which they engaged 
themselves to repay the Fnglish advance of 200,000/. capital and interest during 
the course of twenty years out of the proceeds of the royalties of the Caspian 
fisheries. 

(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL. 


[19826] No. 191. 

Mr. F. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Greu.—(Received June 11.) 

(No. 140.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 22,1906. 

IN my despatch No. 121 of the 25th ultimo I had the honour to report that I 
had promised to send the Mushir-ed-Dowloh a list of the outstanding questions and 
claims, the settlement of Avhich was desired by His Majesty’s Legation. I now 
inclose a copy of my note on the subject to the Persian Government. 


M7 


The Mushir-ed-Dowlch has verbally informed me that a special Mamur has been 
appointed by the Shah to deal Avith all British claims in Persia. This official Avill 
leave Tehran at an early date, and, beginning at Kum, Avill proceed south to Ispahan, 
Shiraz, and Bushire. 

I can only trust that his labours may be attended with some result. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 191. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

May 1, 1906. 

I RECENTLY called your Excellency’s attention to the fact that, in spite of 
consiani representations by His Majesty’s Legation, practically not a single British 
claim has been settled during the last tAvo years by the Persian Government. I also 
had the honour to point out that the attitude of the Persian Government, Avith regard 
to various outstanding questions, Avas hardly in accordance Avith that friendship Avhich 
has so long and so happily existed betAveen Ilis Majesty’s GoA'crnment and the 
Government of His Majesty the Shah. 

Your Excellency requested me to furnish you Avith lists of the claims and ques¬ 
tions Avhich His Majesty’s Government desire the Persian Government to settle, and I 
hasten to comply with your wish. 

As the claims and questions referred to have all been repeatedly brought to your 
Excellency’s notice, both in writing and verbally, I have not thought it necessary to 
Aveary you by a repetition of details, and in the inclosed list I have merely given the 
headings of the more important cases. 

I need hardly say that it Avould be a matter of great satisfaction to me if I aawo 
able at an early date to report to Ilis Majesty’s Government that, at all events, a 
reasonable proportion of ihcso long outstanding questions had been finally settled. 


Inclosure 2 in l)7o. 191. 

The Principal Outstanding Claims preferred by His Majesty's Legation against the 

Persian Government. 

1. Fifty-six claims in the district of His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushin;. 
A full list of these Avas contained in Mr. Grant Dull’s note to the Persian Government 
of the 27th Scptembei’, 1905 ; but each claim has at various times been repeatedly 
and separately brought to the notice of the Mushir-cd-DoAvleh. The total amount 
claimed under this head is 718,383 krans. The total number of unsettled claims in. 
the Bushire district is over ninety, but those of Avhich the justice of Avhich His 
Majesty’s Chargd d’Alfaircs entertains any doubt liaA'^c been omitted. 

2. The Assafoetida claim at Meshed. This claim has been for many months 
before the Persian Government. After Ilis Majesty’s Legation Avas unable to obtain 
satisfaction from the Customs Department, the case Avas referred to the Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh in the note of the ISth November, 1905. The amount claimed is 3,129 tomans 
4 krans 11 shahis. 

3. Assault of Idjlal-ed-DoAvleh on the I.E.T.D. signaller at Borasjuu. Sen 
Legation note of the 28th October, 1901. Amount claimed 160 tomans. 

4. Dayer Piracy Case. Amount claimed, 4,400 rupees. 

5. Sassoon’s robbery betAveen Bunder Abbas and Kerman. Legation note of 
the 7th December, 1905. Amount claimed, 2,600 rupees. 

6. Robbery of Messrs. Lynch’s goods at the Orchini Pass in the Province of 
Ispahan. Legation note of the 7th December, 1905. Amount claimed, 707 tomans 
4 krans. 

7. Claim against the Governor of Malayer. Legation note of the 30th November, 
1905. Amount claimed, 150 tomans. 

8. Robbery of goods belonging to Messrs. Ziegler at Khar Varamin. Amount 
claimed, 150 tomans. Legation note of the 29th November, 1905. 

9. Claim of Mr. Vandyke for photographs supplied for His Majesty the Shah.. 
Amount claimed, 54/. 2«. 
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10. Claim of iVlcssrs. Tliornliill for goods supplied to Ilis Majesty the Shah. 
Amount claimed, IS/. 

11. Claim of Messrs. Andrews, gunmalcers, against the heirs of the Serdar 
Mokarrem. Amount claimed, 33/. 

12. destruction hy Kum vScyycds of jMessrs. Lynch’s toll-house at Kasr 
dokhter and robbery of tooL, &c., belonging to Messis. Lynch. Amount claimed, 
101 tomans, 9 krans 9.") sbahis. Lt'gation note of the L”tb September, 1905. 

13. Mirza Abul Qassirn’s clainr on account of the “ Maliat,” of lawalabad. 

14. M( ‘ssrs. f'ofldington and Lamb’s claim against llassan Ali Khajour. Amount, 
claimed, 1,000 tomans, with interest. 

15. Claim lor the destruction of the dispensaiy of llis Majesty’s Consulate in 
Seistan. Amount claimed, 100/. 

IG. Robbery from Gholam of the I.L.T.d. between Soh and the Kohrud. 
Amount claimed, 273 tomans 7 krans 10 shahis. 

17. ILobbery from Mlric Birch between Yezd and Kerman. Amount claimed, 
209 toinans 1 knvan. 

18. llobbeiy from the jVlunshi of llis Majesty’s Consulate at Shiraz, llig 
Shuturan. Amount claimed, 281 tomans 3 krans. 

19. Attack on sieam-ship “Slmshan.” Amount claimed, 1,0GG tomans 3 krans 
10 .shahis. Legation note of the 31st October, 1905. 

20. Labia Khan’s robbery. Amount claimed, 14 tomans 4 krans. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT dUEE. 


Some Ouikl'ntdiiKj Questions the settlement or reconsideration of which is desired by 

His Majestifs Legation. 

1. I’lu' refusal of the Persian Government to grant the Kuh-i-Malik Slab 
Telegrajih (-xtension. 

2. I'he 11('njam land question. 

3. Tlu' ad(‘([uat(' punishuu'ul of the assailants of Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas and 
Captain Loriuu'r, and the payment of the compensation demanded by llis Majesty’s 
Government. 

'1. 'Ihe adeiiuate punishment of the Kurds Avho fired on Captain Gough near 
Urmi in Novemlx'r 1901. 

5 The adequate punishment of the ringleaders in, and instigators of, tlic attack 
on llis MajestCs Consulate in Seistan on tlic 27tli IMarch, 1900. 

G. 'fhe refusal of tin; Jku'siaTi Government to grant custom facilities for the 
British Indian guard statioiu'd at Ja.sk. 

7. 'I’he refusal of the Persian Government to accept the Representative of llis 
Maj (•sty’s la'gation on behalf of Bahreinis in Persia. 

8. I’he refusal of tlu' Persian Government hitherto to allow the Persian I’ransport 
Oompany to levy tolls on the Ivum-Sultanabad road in spite of the terms of the 
Concession. 

9. The refusal of the Persian Government to make proper arrangements to 
prevent raiding on the Hakhtiari road. 

It). 'I'he refusal of the Persian Government to accept Colonel ^^IcMahon’s 
"Water Award. 

11. 'I'he refusal of the Persian Government to alloAV arms and ammunition to be 
sent to llis Majesty’s Consulates at Meshed and in Seistan. It is to be noticed that 
since the request of llis ^Majesty’s Government was refused llis Majesty’s Consulate in 
Seistan has been attacked, the Consular dispensary destroyed, and Ifis Majesty’s 
Consul stoned. No attem])t has uji to the present been made to arrest the otfenders, 
«r in any way to giv<' satisfaction. 

12. No satisfaction has been given for the beating of the mess('ngers of Uis 
Majesty’s Consulate-General at Ihishiro by tufangchis on the Bushire-Shiraz road. 

13. 'I’lie refusal of the Persian Government to compel the Serdar Akram to 
apologise lo Ifis Majesty’s Consul at Shiraz for causing a muleteer to be beaten, 
wJio Avas sent by His Majesty’s Consul to the Karguzari to give evidence in a case of 
robbery of British-owned goods. 

14. 'I’lie failure of tlie Persian GoAa'rnmcnt, in spite of repeated and urgent 
representations, to take any adequate measures to protect caravans on the Sliiraz- 
Bushiro road and generally on the southern roads. 
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[19827] No. 192. 

Mr. E. Grant Buff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 11.) 

(No. 141.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 22, 1906. 

M^ITH reference to my despatch No. 124 of the 26th ultimo, I have the honour 
to inclose two notes which I have addressed to the Persian Government regarding the 
riot at Nasratabad on the 27tli March last. 

In the first of these notes I have demanded the payment of 100/. as compensation 
for the destruction of the dispensary of His Majesty’s Consulate in Seistan. In the 
second note I have requested the Mushir-ed-Dowleh to add two other names to the 
list already sent to his Excellency of the persons a\Lo instigated the disturbance. At 
the same time I have pointed out the danger resulting from the absence of the 
Deputy Governor from Nasratabad. 'The Mushir-ed-Dowlch has repeatedly informed 
me that he has sent orders to that official to return to the town, but the orders have 
cither not been sent or the Deputy Governor fears the plague more than his superiors 
in 'Tehran. 

As I had the honour to state in my telegram No. 138 of the 14th instant, the 
Momtahen-es-Sultanch has left here for Seistan to make an inquiry into the riot, and 
to deal Avith various quarantine questions. Whether his mission Avill have any 
satisfactory result remains to he seen, but he has been friendly to us in the past. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 192. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

Tehran, April 27, 1906. 

I AIM informed by llis Majesty’s Consul in Seistan that the damage done to the 
Consular Hospital during the riot of the 27th ultimo amounted to 100/., or about 
580 tomans at the present rate of exchange. 

I have the honour to request that this sum bo paid to mo by the Persian 
Government. 


Jnclosure 2 in No. 192. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 

Tehran, April 27, 1906. 

IN my note of the 25th instant I had the honour to furnish you Avith the names 
of the instigators of the riot at Nasratabad (Seistan) as far as they Avero then knoAvn 
to me. 

I request your Excellency to bo so good as to add the folloAving names to the 
list;— 

IMullah Muhammed llassan, son of Kerbelai Abdulla, and Mullah Abbas. 

As regards the people concerned in the attack on His Majesty’s Consulate, 
Captain Maepherson is ready to assist the Persian Government in identifying them. 

I may uiention that, in spite of the orders stated to have been sent to the Deputy 
Governor, that official has not yet returned to Nasratabad, and there is noAV nobody 
W'ith Avhom His Majesty’s Consul can transact current business. 

It is unnecessary for me to point out to your Excellency that the absence of all 
civil authority from a toAA'n AA'hich AA^as recently the scene of a formidable riot and 
which is aifected by plague coustitutcis a serious danger to the Europeans residin 
there. I am contident that the Persian Government Avill lose no time in takin 
elfectual steps to put an end to a very grave situation. 
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[19828] 


No. 103. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Ch'ey.—(Received June 11.) 


(No. 142. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 22, 190G. 

THERE have for some time past been rumonrs liere tliat tlie German Govern¬ 
ment into7id in fnltiro to take greater interest in Persian affairs, and on tlie Otli instant 
Connt d’Apcliicr le Mangin, the Ercncli Charge d’Alfaires, informed mo confidentially 
that li(' liad heard from more than one good source that Germany, under cover of 
Px'lgian financi(']-s, Avas about to lend Persia 25,000,000 marks under the folloAAdng 
condilions : — 


1. A coaling station near the mouth of tlie Shatt-ul-Arab. 

2. A road concession from Khanikin to Kormanshah. 

3. A college and liospital in 'Pehran managi'd by Germans. 

As I Iiad tlie lainoiii- to ri'poi’t in my telegram No. 130 of the 14th instant, the 
Grand Viziiu- infoi'mcd nu' that no such negotiations Avere in progress, but his 
^-.aaliKd iliat as Great liritain and Russia had hitherto declined to give him 
linaneia! a^-i.-^ianee lu' was obligc'd to tiy and obtain money elsewhere. 

'P!i(' Mir-liir-ed-lJowleli (leni('d all knoAvledgo of such a loan, but admitted that the 
Gt'niiaM < Iia > , i,i,s ' I liad recently ])ro])osed to found a school here, d’hc 1‘ersiaii 
Government Jiad consented, and Avonld liear part of the cost. 

Allhoiigh T can obtain no conlirniation of ('emit d’Apehier’s information beyond 
that |)ortion of it i-elaling to the seliool, 1 suspect that Avlnm M. Naus Avas in 
(Vinslantin(i|il(' be app.oaelu'd ilu' (b'rnian Ambassador regarding a loan to Persia, 
and may ])Ossibly have ri'ceived encourageiiK'ut. He denies that he did so; but I am 
told that lie Avas constantly at tin' German Embassy. I have instructed Ills Majesty’s 
Consuls at Ibishire, Alolianmiei’ali, and Kmananshah to make careful inquiries regarding 
any (iermans wlio may \isit their districts, but as yet I have rcceiA'ed aio information 
Avorth ri'poi'ting. f^till, 1 think that tlu'rc are certain signs that the German Governnumt 
are not indilli'rentio Persian alTairs. 'Pheso are: — 


1. The a])p()intnient here as i\linister of the present German Consul-General at 
Constantinople. M. Steniiuerieli has been much connected Avith the Bagdad Railway 
sclu line, and is, 1 Ix'limi', an expiert in matters connected AA’ith the Near Ifast. As you 
know, it is nmisual for the German Government to appoint an ollicial of the Consular 
Si'rviee to be Minister e.\ce])t for some special reason. 

2. 4’he recent a'ppoiiitiiKMit here of a Alilitaiy Attache, Avho A\ill arriAm in August. 
He is a cousin and iiamemke of the G('rnian Charge d’All'aires, Baron Richthohm. 

3. 'Phere has hern a considerable inen'ase in German imports into Persia during 
th(' last two year-., vi/. : IhHKMOOl, L0S,()85/. ; 1001-1005, HH,254Z. The exports 
to German)-, allhoiigh unimportant, have ahn increased from 3,248/. lo 0,018/. 
in the eoi-i-es|)on(liug jierind. (’omit Ilex, Avho apjieared someA\diat a]iathetic as i-egards 
jiolitieal matti'rs here, took an almost feverish interest in Persian trade. 

4. 'Phe building of a very largo country Legation. 

5. 4'h(' only I’ersiau hospital here is under the management of the doctor of the 
Gi'rman 1 x'gat ion. 

0. ’Phe 1 him burg-.American hiiu' lias arrangc'd to run steaniei's to the Persian 
Gulf. 


1 have, &c. 

(Sigiu'd) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


[19829] No. 104. 

Mr, E. (irunl Duff lo Sir Edward ‘ircu.—(Received June 11.) 

(No. 143.) 

Bir, Tehran, May 23, 190(5. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit heri'uiin the monthly summary of events in 
Persia Avhieh have not been recorded in seiiarati' despatches. 

■ au', Ac. 

(Signe EVELYN GRANT DUEP. 
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Inclosure in No. 104. 

Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, May 1906. 


Meshed. 

FURTHER particulars regarding the riots Avhich took place in Meshed last 
month shoAV that they Avere instigated by Russian Turkish students, and Avere directed 
mainly against the Muavin-ut-Tu] jar, a Heratia merchant. The ringleader, a Russian 
Turk Avas AA’ounded, and subsequently died. The Russian Consul-General, though at 
first claiming that the rioters should be treated as Russian subjects, subseqvuintly 
admitted that they had no registration certificates, and Avorc entirely beyond his- 
control, and the ringleaders eventuall,y gave themselves up to the Governor-General, 
Avho permitted them to leave Khorassan Avithout arresting them. Major Sykes states 
that he has information that M. do Giers received instructions from his Legation to 
distribute the sum of 1,000 roubles among Ihe students, and in another report ho says 
that the Russian Legation, on a complaint from the Mushir-ed-HoAvleh, has sent 
a despatch to their Consul-General ordering him to inform the olfenders that, should 
they take any further part in disturbances, they Avill cither be deported to Russia 
or handed over to the Persian authorities to be dealt with as Persian subjects ; and 
that if any of them are killed in riots, the Russian Government Avill not take up. 
their cases. 

2. Another incident Avhich recently took place shows hoAV little control is 
exercised by At. do Giers over a section of his subjects. A boy, Avho Avas kept by a 
colfee-bouse keeper for immoral purposes, Avent to the Consulate to ask that ho might 
be sent back to Ru.ssia. His master, a Shakkai Turk, folloAved him into the olficc and 
there murdered liim Avith a dagger in the jiresence ot the clerks. 

8. Captain lyass, the olficer in charge of (juarantine arrangements, is said to have 
been appointed Russian Consul at Turbat-i-llaitlcri. 

4. Another Russian olficer is reported to have been traA’-elling in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Astrabad, and tAvo Russian Cossacks, one Turcoman soAvar, and a Persian 
interpreter, Avere sent reccntly’^ from Alcshcd to meet him at SabzaAvar. 

5. Al. Demtrieif, the Alanager of the Russian Bank, is said to have asked the 
Tiniuri Cliief lo ]mrchasc for liim 10,000 shei'p, Avliich lie ijitends to sell at a Ioav price 
to the people of Aleslied. His object is to ell'ace the hostile feeling against the Russians 
caused by recent events. 

0. Alajor Sykes left Alcshed on leave to England on the 21st April. Major 
Kennioii, Avho has been appointed Consul in Scistan, is to act for him during his 
absence, and left 4’ehran on the 5th instant to take up his duties. 

7. His Alajesty’s Consul at Turbat-i-ilaideri reports that the Persians are about 
to construct a telegraph line from that place to Tabas in Tun, vih Turshiz and 
Gunabad, Avithout assistance from the Russians. 

Seistan. 

1. The somcAvliat serious riots Avhich took place in Seistan at the end of Afarch 
Avere reported by telegram. Further jiariiculars since received shoAV that several well- 
known agents of the Russian Bank Avere among the ringleaders, and Caiitaia 
AlacPlierson was at first strongly of ojiinion that the distuiRances Averc entirely due to 
Russian instigation. In subsequent reports, hoAvcver, ho appears to think there may 
be som(‘ truth in reports Avhich have reached him to the elVect that the Deputy 
Governor himself Avas to a great extent responsible, animosity on the part of himself 
and his subordinates against the Belgian Customs olficials being the motive Avhicli 
actuated him, 

2. On the 13th April, a dam on the Buujar Canal Avas cut AAuth the intention, it 
Avas said, of diverting the Avater and Hooding the British Consulate, but the only- 
result Avas to flood a number of Avheat liclds in the neighbourhood and so discredit the 
originator of the scheme. 

3. Hr. Sven Hediii arrived in Seistan on the 9th April, Avhere he stayed Avith the 
British Consul, lie had travelled from Talias to Naiband, and thence across the 
desert to Neh. Air. Grant Hull' informed the SAvedish Minister at Paris, who had. 
telegraphed on the subject, of Sa'ou Hedin’s safe arrival. 
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Kerman. 

1. The Pirmnn Tirma, arrived at Iverman on the 27th April. He is reported to 
liave imprisoned and hastinoed the Governor o! Anar on his Avay through on suspicion 
nf his being concerned in rccc'nt robberies on tlie Yezd and Bander Abbas roads; and 
h(! lei’t his nephew as Governor of Bafsinjan. 

2. A certain Mirza Mahomed Khan has secured a contract for the post, 
presumaldy on the Yezd road, Avherc he is inaugurating a service of carriages, and has 
placed eighty honses along tlie route. 


Yezd. 

A sliort time ago a j\rr. Mashul, re])resentatiAm of the British firm of Elric, 
Birch, and Co., A\as ordered by the Malik-nt-Tnjjar to pay a muleteer a sum of 
money, Avhieh the latter alleged he had paid for “tnrangchis” Avhilc carrying goods 
for the firm, and on liis refusal to acknoAvledgc the debt men Avero sent to his office, 
bis farrash Avas sf'riously beatoi, and had not the Bcgler Begi intei’A’Cired, the 
conseepieiiet'.s iniglit have he('n serious, 'j’he Governor, to Avhom the case Avas 
rei)orted l)y the Acting Vice-Consul, gave no satisfaction, but the matter Avas 
evc'ntually eoiupi'oniised by a private arrangement betAveen Mr. jMashul and the 
Malik-iil-'rujiar. 

A man Avas recently beaten to death by one of the Mujtehids of Y'’ezd, to AA'hom 
he had ap[)lied for assistanca' in the settlement of a dispute. The cause of his assault 
■was his refusal to accede to the someAvhat exorbitant demands of the priest, who, 
being under poAA'crful protection, is likely to go unpunished. 


Mohammerah. 

The Director of Customs at Mohammerah has received orders to remove the 
embargo on tlie export of grain for tAvo months, Avith authority to enforce it again 
slioiild thei’c hr; any fear of famim'. Our Vice-Consul reports that tlie crops in the 
Kanin valli'y are evi'ryAvhere good, and there is every prospect of an ahundant 
harvest. So long, therefore, as the embargo is at the discretion of the Customs 
oilieials there is no danger of its again being put on. 


Shiraz. 

1. Tlu! district of Pars noAV appears to be somcAvliat quieter, though robberies in 
Ihe toAvn of Shiraz and neighbourhood are of frequent occurrence, and are bclicA^ed to 
he mainly the Avork of the men of the regiment stationed there. A scri^ant of one of 
the officials of the Tmjx'rial Bank Aiaas recently robbed close outside the Besidency. 
Mr. Grahanie has recimtly had several inti'rvicAvs Avith the Vazir-i-]\lakhsus regarding 
the condition of the country generally and the settlement of outstanding British 
claims, and has been met in a very friendly spirit by his Excellency; some minor 
cases liave noAV been seltled, and eompensal ion in other cases has been promised, d’ho 
Vazir-i-]\rakhsus comiilains bitterly of the dilliculties of his position, and is especially 
liamiiered in his elVorts to introduce order by the fact that many tracts of land all over 
the district have been sold to the Brince Shoa-es-Saltaneh, each of Avhich is a focus of 
intrigue on behalf of the e\-Governor-General. 

2. 'L'he case of the slave' girl Jamileh Avas settled by the issue of letters of 
manumission, subject to the proviso that she should spend three days and nights Avith 
lier alleged husband, and should then come to the Consulate and declare Avhether she 

I elected to remain Avilh him as a free Avoman or go aAvay. After the experience 

f stipulated in tlu' agreemenl, she chose thi' latter course. !Mr. Grahamc has been 

pressing on the officiating GoAmrnor-General the question of the ])unishmont of 
persons found tratficking in slaves. Owing to the pressure of His Majesty’s 
, Legation all the slavi's Avho Avere in “ bast ” at His ^Majesty’s Consulate haA'c noAV 

I bcen freed. 

3, Endeavours are being made to provide for the better security of the Bushire 
f, road by exercising a more clfcetive control over the “ tufangchis ” and preventing them 

f from levying blackmail on travellers. 
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4. The post from Ispahan is now being brought to Shiraz in fourgons, the riding 
horses have been taken off the road and draught horses substituted. Carriages for 
travellers are provided at a charge of 1,250 krans for the journey. The post which 
left Tehran on the 24th April Avas robbed south of Kazerun on the night of the 
12th instant, everything, including the mules, being carried off. 

6. There is much talk in Shiraz regarding the actions of a certain Kerim Khan in 
the neighbourhood of Behbchan, who is said to have set himself up as a pretender to 
the Persian Throne and collected a folloAving. Beports say that he has compelled 
the Governor of Behbehan to sign an undertaking to hand over to him the 
Maliyat of that district, and to have addressed a similar request to the Vazir-i- 
Makhsus. It is possible that the Bakhtiaris may be asked to send a force 
against him. 

Ispahan. 

Erom Ispahan it is reported that riots have recently taken place, owing to the 
high prices of bread and meat, in which one woman Avas killed and a granary 
plundered. The road to Ardistan is infested with robbers in the neighbourhood of 
the latter toAvn. 

Kermanshah. 

1. His Majesty’s Consul, AAdio has recently been on tour to the Turkish frontier, 
reports that OAving to rain and snoAV the caravan road Avas in extremely bad 
condition. 

2. The Direkwand prisoners, Avho had for some time been kept in Kermanshah 
in connection with the attack on Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer in 1904, have 
noAV been sent under escort to Burujird, Avhere they are presumably imprisoned by 
his Imperial Highness the Salar-ed-DoAvleh. Tavo small guns have also been sent 
from Kermanshah to Burujird lor use against the Lurs, Captain Gough mentions 
that the ^lostal service to Kermanshah has during the last year been becoming more 
and more ir)‘cgular, and could scarcely be Avorse. 

Tabreez. 

The Turks noAv have a detachment of (fight men, under a lieutenant, at 
Mergawa, and are reported to have increased tlieir force in the neighbourhood of 
Hrmi, some soldiers having visited the toAvn of Urmi Avhere they beat a Bersian, 
u])parcntly Avith the object id’ seeing Avhat Avould liappen. Nothing hapjicned. 
Mr. IVratislaAV reports that Avherever the 'furks are in possession the Kurds are 
kept in order, but outside such districts the pojiulation is migrating for fear of them. 
Tliey arc said to have arrested the men accused of tlie murder of the American 
missionary. 

MeanAvhile, a camp is being formed outside I’abreez, and troojis arc beginning 
to arrive. The Yaliahd proiioses to call out 11,000 infairtry, 3,000 cavalry, and 
1,000 artillery, the latter being expected from Tehran. A liody of cavalry is to be 
sent direct to ]vhoi, Avhere Turkish aggression is feared. The Brince’s idea noAV is to 
postpone a settlement of tlu' frontier question for some years, during Avhich the army 
can be raised to a decent level. 


Resht. 

Erom Besht it is reported that the Prince Governor has been dismissed. He was 
expected to leave for Tehran on the 11th instant. 

(Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Tehran. 

The Chief Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia has informed His .Majesty’s 
Charge d’Affaires that the Persian Government has so far taken no steps to repay the 
sum of from 13,500/. to 14,500/. due by them in account current. 

His Highness the Jellal-cd-DoAvleh, oldest sou of the Zil-es-Sultan, has just been 
recalled from Kurdistan, Avliere ho liad lately licen appointed Governor. Many com¬ 
plaints had apparently reached the Central Government of his maladministration. 
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His Majesty’s Legation, which had enjoyed a long spell of freedom from the 
annoyance of “ hastis,” has again been called upon to deal with a number of tliese 
persons, who take sanctuary in order to obtain through our good offices the redress of 
their grievances. Some natives of Shuster took sanctuary at the Legation on the 15th 
instant in connection with what appears to be a case of flagrant injustice done to them 
by the present Governor of Arahistan, Serdar Mukarrem. This official is a nephew of 
the "Nizam-es-Sultaneh, and was Governor of Bushire and the Gulf Ports when Lord 
Curzon visited those regions in 1903. The ca.se is a very difficult one to deal with, and 
our representations have so far proved of no avail. His Majesty’s Charge d’Affaires 
hopes, liowever, to he able eventually to settle the matter in a friendly way through 
the Nizam-es-Sultanch’s intervention. 

A woman look sanctuary on the 21st instant, r(!prcsenting herself to he a 
concu])ine of the Grand Vizier’s son. This case also promises to he a troublesome 
one. 

A communication was lately made to the Persian Government on behalf of the 
Armenian community, oll'cring their armed assistance to Persia in the event of 
hostilities breaking out in connection with the frontier incident. The Turkish Govern¬ 
ment hearing of the oiler, the Turkish Ambassador was instructed to refer the point 
on its legal merits to ilie “ Shiah ” clergy, which his Excellonc.v did in the ordinary 
form of an “ estcftali,” which Avas addressed first to Seyed Abdullah, the principal 
Mujlcliid of I'cliran. This ecclesiastic replied that, in the ease of a dispute between 
two ilussulmans, it Avas illegal for cither party to iiiA'oke the aid of an unbeliever, and 
that if he did so it Avas lawful to kill him. Seyed Mohammed, another leading 
Tehran Mujtchid, refused to indorse this ruling, and induced Seyed xihdullah to with- 
draAv it, Avhieh he only succeeded in doing, after considerable difficulty, by presenting 
himself in ])oi'sou at the Turkish Embassy and insisting that the document should be 
returned to him. 

The Persian Commissioners appointed to discuss the frontier question with the 
Turkish ]Jeh>gates on the s])ot having left Tehran for the frontier, after considerable 
delay and procrastination, the matter has censed to be the principal topic of conversa¬ 
tion. The Shah’s health is noAV the principal subject of discussion in Persian circles, 
and it is AA-ell known that His Majesty’s condition Avas at one moment very critical, 
though the actual facts, as described in ]\Ir. Grant Lutf’s separate despatch on the 
subject, are not generally known to the public. 


Maiteks dealt Avith in separate Despatches. 


MatLer.s dealt with. 

Number and Date of 

Despatch. 

Major Syke.s’ proposed tour on the Perso-Russian 
frontier .. 

No. 125, May 1, 1906. 

]\I. (Jrul)e, late Russian Pin.aneial Agent in Tehran.. 

No. 127, May 17, 1906. 

Count Ih'x, late German Minister 

No. 128, May 18, 1906. 

D’Arcy Petroleum Uonceasioii .. 

No. 129, May 18, and No. 139, 

Bakhtiari road 

May 22, 1906. 

No. 130, May 19, and No. 131, 

Indo-PerBian Postal Convention.. 

May 20, 1906. 

No. 132, May 21, 1906. 

Birjand (luarantino 

No. 133, May 21, 1906. 

Turco-l’ersian frontier dispute .. 

No. 134, May 21, and No. 147, 

Ca.spian Sea fi8lierio.s .. 

May 23, 1906. 

No. 135, Secret, May 21, 1906. 

No. 136, May 22, 1906. 

Attack oil Mr. Cano, of the I.E.T.D. .. 

Bunder .Abbas cable .. 

No. 137, May 22, 1906. 

Ileiijam .. .. ., ., 

No. 138, May 22, 1906. 

Outstanding British claims .. 

No. 140, May 22, 1906. 

Seistan disturbances .. .. .. .. 

No. 141, May 22, 1906. 

German activity in Persia ,. ,. .. 

No. 142, Confidential, May 22, 

Kum-Sultanabad road .. .. 

1906. 

No. 144, May 23, 1906. 

Shah’s health ,, 

No. 145, iMay 23, 1906. 

Reform movemeut 

No. 146, May 23, 1906. 

Rouuiaiuan Mission 

No. 148, May 23, 1906. 
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[19831] No- 195. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 11.) 

(No. 145. Confidential.) 

Tehran, May 23, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 139, Secret, of the 15th instant, I have the 
honour to report that on the 10th instant His Majesty the Shah, who had for some 
days been slightly indisposed, grew worse, and on the 11th instant His Majesty had 
a stroke of paralysis, which has affected the whole left side of his body and face. 

It is extremely difficult to obtain reliable information as to His Majesty’s exact 
condition, but last Wednesday the Mushir-ed-DoAvlch admitted to me that His 
Majesty’s health was very bad, and that the Council of Ministers were discussing 
what should be done to carry on the Government of the country. In Persia even the 
most trivial matters are at all events theoretically brought to the Shah’s notice, and 
Avdien the Monarch is incapacitated through illness all Government business is 
ipso facto at a standstill, and it becomes even more difficult than usual to obtain 
answers to notes, or indeed to get anything done at all. 

In vieAv of the fact that the Vaiiahd and the Grand Vizier are on very bad terms, 

I thought it Avcll immediately to acquaint Ilis Imperial Highness Avith the situation. 
I am now very glad that I did so, as the Vaiiahd is exceedingly grateful, and on the 
day Mr. AVratislaw informed him of the Shah’s indisposition he had rccciATd a 
communication from the Grand Vizier saying that His Majesty was quite avcII, and 
that no attention should be paid to false reports to the contrary. 

On the 19th, as there appeared to be no improvement in the situation, I called on 
the Prussian Chargd d’Affaires and proposed that we should telegraph to our respective 
Governments, recommending that the Vaiiahd should be advised to come at once to 
Tehran. M. de SomoAV quite agreed Avith me that it AAaas undesirable th.at the present 
state of affairs should continue, and ])romiscd to send the proposed message to 
St. Petersburgh. In accordance with the instructions contained in your reply to my 
telegram, I have made no further communication to the Vaiiahd. 

It is stated that the Shah is noAv a little better, but Ilis Majesty cannot stand, 
and is carried everyAvhere or wheeled about in a chair. A Boumanian special Mission 
has just arrived to present His Majesty with the Order of the Star of lioumania. It 
is stated that the Shah Avill receive the Mission to-day. If so, it Avill ho interesting 
to hear how the ceremony passes off, as His Majesty cannot stand and can only speak 
Avith difficulty. 

The Grand Vizier is so unpopular Avitli all classes that I think there is little 
danger that he will attempt to interfere with the succession of the Vaiiahd. 

Probably of all the Shah’s sons the Heir-Apparent is the least hated, and I think 
it very doubtful whether the Persian people, doAAm-trodden as they are, would accept 
the Shoa-cs-Saltaneh as Sovereign, after his conduct of affairs as Governor-General 
of Ears. 

I have the honour to inclose a Memorandum by Dr. Scott, Acting Physician of 
His Majesty’s Legation, giving such medical details of the Shah’s illness as he has 
been able to collect. 

J ll£l"V0 (&C 

(Signed) ’ EVELYN GRANT DUFK 


Inclosure in No. 195. 

Dr. Scott to Mr, E. Grant Duff. 

Sir, Tehran, May 19, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to report the gist of a conversation Avhicli I had with 
Dr. Bindley re His Majesty the Shah’s health;— 

His Majesty is very emotional, hysterical, and susceptible to suggestion. Some 
days previous to his present illness a courier died from paralysis. His .Maj(!sty 
expressed the opinion that he would become paralyzed; the subject Avas olten a topic 
of conversation Avith his physicians. 

The following are a few of the Shah’s symptoms Avritten down from memory : 
Paralysis of the left leg and arm; dragging of the foot; sensation, normal; knee, 
jerks; face, angle of mouth drawn upAvards; tongue, speech thick and heavy, but 























Tiot protruded to one side ; eye, no paralysis of ocular muscles; drowsy and sleepy 
•first day or two; urine contains two grammes of albumen per litre, urea normal,, 
liiglily acid. Since the outset of tlie attack his state is described as being better, 
some of the muscles of the hand having recovered. 

When seen l)y any one, such as tin; Grand Vizier, he becomes confused, and his 
spcecii thicker. One of the eunuchs reports having seen him use the paralyzed arm 
whilst asleep ; this, Iiowever, must be taken cum gratia salis. llis physicians haves- 
so far bf'(!n unable to make up their minds as to the case being one of hysteria or 
organic disease. Dr. Jjindlcy thinks the cause might be a small liLcmorrhage in the 
internal capsule or an embolism, although ho can assign no cause for the latter, as his 
arteries are not athermatous ; possibly it might be caused by a small clot, as His 
Majesty is very anucmic, which Avould favour such an occurrence. 

The Eahinski sign being well marked is of the greatest value is distinguishing 
between certain organic lesions and hysterical hemiplegia. This sign probably never 
occurs in a case of hysteria tincomplicated by organic disease. The dillerential 
diagnosis of functional disease of the nervous system is one of the most difficult 
diagnostic problems with which no have to deal. The combination of functional or 
hysterical symptoins with organic disease of the r.ervous system is a frequent source 
of error in diagno>,is. Tlie mere presence of functional or hysterical symptoms, such 
as occur in Ifis Majesty’s case, does not justify a diagnosis of functional or liysterical 
mischief until one has carefully excluded organic disease, 

Tlu'rc'fore oiu' must conclude that llis Majesty is sutfering from an organic lesion 
until his physicians can throw souu' more light on the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. SCOTT. 


[198321 No. 190. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received June 11.) 

(No. 140.) 

Sir, Tehran, May^ 23, 1906. 

I HAVE at various tiinea had the honour to report to you the successive phases of 
a so-called reform luovcmeut initiated by the clergy of Tehran. It will no doubt be in 
your recollection that the Shah issued a Rescript iu January last promising to consider 
the various schemes put forward by them, and thus induced them to leave Shahabdulazim, 
where they had taken sanctuary, as reported in my despatch No. 2-3, Conddential, of 
the 30th January last. 

No serious steps liave, however, been taken by the Shah’s Government to fulfil 
these promises, but the clergy have not ceased to press the Shah and the Grand Vizier 
on the point. TTie latter called a meeting of the |)rincipal ^Ministers and Courtiers on 
the 2!)th ultimo to consider the matter, but the proceedings would not have been wmrth 
recording had it not been for the attitude adopted by hlliteshani-es-Sultanch, Persian 
Minister at .Berlin, who has since been appointed Persian Delegate on the Turco-Persian 
Frontier Commission. 

Elitesham-es-Sultaneh strongly urged the immediate necessity of serious reforms 
in order to save the country from impending ruin, lie spoke without reserve of the 
degradation of the I’ersian Govcinment, of the dishonesty of the .Ministers at the head 
of it, of the financial and administrative breakdown, and of the evils every one is so 
familiar with, llis words created considerable sensation, as the views he set forth, 
silthough undoubtedly shared by the general public and by many of the Ministers 
present, had never been expresseil quite so o[)enly before. 

Amir Behadur Jang, the itlinister of the Court, and certainly the most influential 
person with the Shah at the present moment, interrupted Ehtesham-cs-Sultaneh several 
times, declaring that his words amounted to treason; but, continuing his address, 
Ehtcsham-cs-Sultaneh declared that if the measures j)roposed, which should include a 
representative body elected by the people, were expected to bring about any serious 
reform, the Shah himself must be subordinate to the representatives of the people. 
Thereupon the Vezir Derbar (Amir Behadur Jang) protested emphatically that he would 
lie no party to such revolutionary proceedings, and an angry altercation was suppressed, 
hy the Grand Vizier, who said that the matter could easily bo settled by every one 
qiresent voting for or against the proposals, whicli turned on the degree of independence 
from the Shah which the proposed representative body .should be allowed to enjoy 
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The Vezir Derbar and Ehtesbam-es-Sultaneh were, however, the only persons who 
expressed decided opinions, the others resorting to the usual Persian equivocations. 
The Mushir-ed-Dowleh, for instance, declared that the difficulties he constantly 
experienced with the foreign Kepresentatives were becoming more acute every day, amd 
he could only hope that the proposed new arrangement would relieve him of some of his 
present responsibility. The Grand Vizier was, as usual, very reserved, and only 
remarked that the Shah was in favour of reforms which they had assembled there to 

discuss. cu 1 . j • 

As soon as the meeting broke up the Vizier Derbar went to the Shah, and in a very 
excited manner told His Majesty that some of his Ministers were trying to curtail his 
power and undermine his authority; that a revolutionary scheme was on foot which 
really aimed at the overthrow of the Kajar dynasty. The Shah observed, hoiyever, ^at 
all European Sovereigns were assisted to rule their States by representative bodies 
elected by the people, and their power and independence were greater than his own. 

Ehtesham-es-Siiltaneh was warmly congratulated by his friends and supporters on 
the spirited manner in which he exposed the evils which are ruining the country, and by 
which he made a bid for political freedom. 

It is, perhaps, superfluous to add that probably little or nothing will result 
from these discussions, which the clerical agitators who originated the movement already 
describe as a mere comedy organized with the object of keeping them quiet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


[20099] 


No. 197. 

Mr. U. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 11.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 11, 1906. 

SHIRAZ disturbances. 

Following is substance of telegrams received from His Majesty’s Consul at 
Shiraz:— 

“ His Majesty’s Consul has been asked hy the Chief Priest to inform the Grand 
Vizier that he (the Chief Priest) has, in accordance with the Grand Vizier’s instruc¬ 
tions, harangued the merchants in ‘ bast ’ at the British Consulate, but that the 
merchants refused to leave the Consulate unless the Persian Government -would send 
an assurance to the British Legation that the grievances of the people of Fars would 
he redressed. 

“ The situation has been aggravated by the arrest in Tehran of a great Fars land¬ 
owner, and the Chief Priest is of opinion that it may become serious.” 

I have informed the Grand Vizier in the sense of the above, requesting his 
Highness to take steps for the restoration of order at Shiraz. 


[20032] 


No. 198. 

Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 11.) 


(No. 167.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, June 11, 1906. 

SHIRAZ disturbances. 

Following sent to Shiraz to-day :— 

“ Governor-Generalship of Fars has been given to Ala-ed-Dowleh, who will leave 
Tehran shortly for his post. Mushir-ed-Dowleh begs that you will do what you can 
to allay the popular excitement, and that you will announce this j^pointment to the 
people in the Consulate.” 


2 S 


[1647] 
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[20102] Ko. 199. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 12.) 

(No. 158.) 

(Tele^rraphic.) P. Tehran, June 12, 1906. 

ItUSSIANS ou Meslied-Seistau telegraph line. 

According to a telegram Avhich 1 have received from His Majesty’s Consul- 
Genera] at Meshed, the Avire and hattery of the Seistan telegraph lino have been 
moved by the Russians into their own olfice, so that they can noAv cut olf both the 
Persian and Ibhish offices Avhencvor they like. 

1 have addressed a note to tlic I’crsian Covernnient on the subject. 


[20105] No. 200. 

Mr. E. Grant Dulf to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 12.) 

(No. 1.59.) 

(I’elegrapliic.) P. Tehran, June 12, 190G. 

I'Dld^OWING sent to India :— 

“ 1 hav(' l)een asked verbally Iw the Russian iHinister Avhether it is true that the 
garrison at hobat lias been increased to 8,000 iik'u. Has ihcre been any reinforcement 
of the 200 men originally sent up ? " 


[19795] No. 201. 

Sir Edward Grey to ^^r. E. Grant Diff. 

(No. 83.) 

(Telegra])hie.) 1*. Foreign Office, June 14, 1900. 

LOAN to A'aliahd. 

Voiir telegram No, 1 17 and Mr. Spring-Rice’s No. 97. 

In th(’ evi'iil of the Shah’s death, the Valiahd Avill probably, as in 1890, bo supplied 
Avith sufficient money to meet immediate, needs by the Imperial Rank. If ho should 
rc([uire fiirlhi'r assistance you should, Avith a vieAv to a joint advance, concert Avith your 
Russian colh'aguc. Ihir such a purpose His Majesty’s Goveriuneut are prepared, on 
the sami' t(‘rms as ri'gards st'curily and interest as in the case ol' our tAVo previous loans, 
to i^rovide up to 50,0(H)L 


[20569] No. 202. 

Mr. E. Grant Duif to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June IG.) 

(No. IGl.) 

(Tetegrai)hic.) P. Tehran, June IG, lOOG. 

SHI liAZ disturbanci's. 

Over 300 people are still in the British Consulate at Shiraz, and the Persian 
Government I'ithcr cannot or Avill not take* adecpiate steps to restore order. His 
Majesty’s Consul has made every oll’ort to induce the people to leuA'C the Consulate, 
but they refuse to move until the Persian Covornment give me a Avritten assurance that 
theii' grievances will lie redressed. 

It must bo a month at h'ast before the new Governor can reach Shiraz, and it is 
not yet even certain that he has accepted ollice. 

I submit that mattei's cannot bo left in their present condition, and the Grand 
Vizier Avill not be atTected in the slightest degree by anything except threats. Both 
here and all ovu'r Pen-sia the situation is becoming daily Averse, and Avill soon bo 
dangerous, and ! am of o[)ini()u that the time for some kind of foreign intervention is 
appn)aching. 

All government has practically ceased, for the Shah, though ho can noAv Avalk 
about Avith a slick, does no work. 

1 suggest that instruetions should bt' sent to mo to ask for an audience of His 
Majesty and to convey from His Majesty’s Government a strong message, hinting that 
the Grand Vizier is totally incapable of governing the country. 


[20526] 


No. 201* 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 16.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Poroign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
Forwards herewith, for the information oF the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated tlie 15th instant, regarding the Perso-Afghan frontier. 

India Office, June IG, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 201*. 

Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. June 15, 1900. 

AVT'PIT reFerence to your tolegram of the llth April, we repeat for your infor¬ 
mation folloAving telegrams, dated lA'spectively 101,h and 12th instant, regarding the 
Perso-Afghan iVontier : — 

1. Erorn Consul at Seistan— 

“Pull report by ])ost FoIIoavs later. Outside Birjand, Avhere intention of cstah- 
lisliing cordon Avhen Persian Cossacks ai'rivc has been expressed by T)r. Prank, only 
quarantine post is at Uuroh, Avhieh is reported by lIoAVSon to have been cstahlislied 
AAuth the object of turning Afghans and others back to Bandan by Shaokat. Few 
caravans, if any, howevei’, liave taken this route since outbreak of plague. There arc 
at present no quarantine' posts on Kain-Afghan frontier.” 

2. Prom Consul-General, Meshed— 

“ ^Vs Shaokat-ul-Mulk is being urged by Russian doctor to establish cordon on 
the undelimitc'd portion of the Kain-Afghan frontier, presence at Birjand of Captain 
Wats'Mi is im]>ortant. lie reports that, there lias been no plague at Jangal since the 
26th May, and ho proiioses, after raising the cordon on the I5th -June, to proceed to 
Birjand.” 

Instructions to proceed at once to Birjand are being sent to Captain Watson. 
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[20618] No. 203. 

Mr. Whitehead to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 18.) 

(]S^. 171.) 

Sir, Berlin, June 13, 1906. 

I HAVE tlie honour to report tliat a communication from Heuter’s Agency, 
dated at Con.stantinoplc on the 30th ultimo, and published in the “Times” of the 
6th June under the heading of “ Germany and Persia,” has called forth an inspired 
rejoinder in the German press through the medium of the “ Suddeutsche Reichs- 
horrespondenz,” and some comment in other papers. 

It is stated in this rejoinder that the rumour to the effect that Germany was 
seeking a Railway Concession for the Kermanshah-Khanikin line is a purely fantastic 
suggestion. German enterprise has indeed secured a Concession for a railway from 
Bagdad to the Persian Gulf, hut no such right has ever been sought for in regard to 
railway construction on Persian territory. 

Similarly, the article characterises as a mere invention the rumour that the 
German Ambassador at Constantinople had approached tlie Porte with a view to 
obtaining by purchase or by a lease the use of the Island of Gobul or El Awul, near 
Barein, for a coaling-station, stating that Germany has no intention of acquiring 
islands in the Bed Sea or iu the Persian Gulf. 

The only part of lleutcr’s message Avhich the communique to the “ Suddeutsche 
Hcichskorrespondcnz ” confirms, is that the funds for the construction of the Taurus 
section of the Bagdad Railway arc already available, and that the assistance of foreign 
capital for this purpose will not he required. 

The “ Berliner Tagehlatt” observes, in reproducing the above, that this rebuke to 
Reuter’s hureaii and its English Avirc-pullers Avill not prevent similar talcs of horror 
in regard to Germany’s alleged scliemcs being circulated again to-morrow or the next 
clay, as this belongs to the business of Reuter’s bureau and its promoters. 

The “ Fraukl'urter Zeituug,” in discussing Reuter's report concerning the islands 
in the Persian Gulf befoin the soini-official rejoinder appeared, says that there i.s 
prohaljly no Avord of truth in the rumour, although there is no apparent reason Avhy 
Germany should not acquire coaling-stations in the Persian G ulf as Avell as England, 
provided she obtains the consent of the territorial SoAnreigns concerned. 

The Berlin “ Lokalanzeiger ” observes that all endeavours to bring about more 
friendly relations betAvecu Germany and Great Britain are repeatedly frustrated by 
circulatioji of rumours, such as tlie present one, Avhich are alleged to originate outside 
London, and Avhich are calculated, if not intended, to create ill-feeling against 
Germany. 

The “ Ereic Deutsche Presse ” of the 12th June has a long and violent article on. 
the same subject, but as the paper is unimportant it is not Avorth reproducing. 

I haAn, &c. 

(Signed) J. B. WHITEnEAD. 


[20883] No. 204. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 18.) 

(No. 163.) 

(Telegrapliic.) P. Tehran, June IS, 1906. 

SHIRAZ disturbances. 

FolloAving sent to Shiraz :— 

“ An order giving the Ala-ed-l)oAvlch full powers with regard to Fars alTairs and 
to the CroAvn lands Avas to-day shoAvn confidentially by the Ala-ed-Dowleh to t Inirchill. 
At present you should not mention this order, of the existence of wltieh the Grand 
Vizier and the Shoa-es-Sultaneh are still in ignorance. 

“ Recommend the iieople in the Consulate to disperse, informing them that I am 
satisfied that the new Governor-General Avill do his best to redress their grievances.” 
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[19820] 'No. 205. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 94.) 

gir, Foreign Office, June 18, 1906. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 134 of the 21st rdtimo, transmitting coiTe- 
spondence with the Mnshir-ed-l)owleh respecting the responsibility of the Persian 
(iovernnu'ut for the lives and property of British subjects on the Turco-Persian 
frontier. 

1 approve your action in this matter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 


[21079] No. 206. 

Mr. Grant Dutf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 20.) 

(No. 164.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 20, 1906. 

SIIJRAZ disturbances. 

Eoliowing sent to vShira/ to-day :— 

“ Ala-ed-Dowlcli left Tehran to-tlay, and promised me to travel to Shiraz as quickly 
as possible. I have induced Mushir-ed-Dowleli to promise to address me a note, stating 
that full powers to redress grievances have been granted to the new Governor-General.” 


[21085] No. 207. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 20.) 

(No. 165. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 20, 1906. 

rr ha^ n'ccnlly been ascertained by Ilis Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez that, 
the Valiahd suspects I lis Majesty’s Governmeiit of favouring the Shoa-es-Saltanch. I 
have instructed Mr. Wratislaw to inform Ilis Imperial Highness that this is not the 
case, but Mr. Wratislaw answers that he thinks it would be well to inform the Valiahd 
of the existence in Teliran of a party, headed by the Valiahd, who wish the Shoa-es- 
Malt.uu'li to be raised to ihe d'hrone. Mr. Wratislaw is of oi^inion that if this is not 
tlone the Valiahd will subsequently interpret our silence as connivance. 

Should Mr. Wratislaw inform the Valiahd confidentially ? ^ly secret informant as 
to the conspiracy is the Mushir-ed-Dowlch, who has promised to keep me supplied with 
information. 

The Shah goes to the country next Simday. Ilis Majesty is better. 


[19812] No. 208. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Mir, Foreign Office, June 20, 1906. 

1 AM ilirected by Secretary Sir E. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be laid 
before the Secretary of State for India, copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Charge 
<l’Affaircs at Tehran," regarding the tour Avhich His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed 
proposes to make in September next on the frontier of Khorassau. 

Sir E. Grey has given the matter his careful consideration, and is of opinion that 
such a lour on the Russo-Persiau frontier, in a district lying outside the legitimate 
splnue of British interests, would be likely to unduly arouse Russian susceptibilities. 
It will bt' remembered that a similar journey, undertaken some ten years ago by Colonel 
\'atc, then occupying the post now held by Major Sykes, provoked considerable 
lescntment and even representations on the part of the Russian Government. Sir E. 
drey considers that at a moment when His j\lajesty’s Government are endeavouring to 


• No. 187. 
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establish a better imderstanding with Russia and Persia, which it is hoped may be 
promoted by the advent in Tehran of Mr. Spring-Rice and M. Hartwig, it would bo 
inopiDortune to take a step calculated to arouse Russian susceptibilities and to prove 
prejudicial to the object in view. 

I am to suggest for Mr. Morley’s consideration that, in the circumstances. 
Major Sykes should be instructed not to proceed on his proposed tour this autumn. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GORST. 


[21085] No. 209. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 85.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 21, 1906. 

SUCCESSION to Persian Throne. Your telegram No. 165 of yesterday. 

It seems to be neither necessary nor desirable at the present moment to make any 
further communication to the Valiahd, since His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez 
has already denied that Shoa-es-Sultaneh is being supported by His Majesty’s 
Government. 


[21272] No. 210. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 22.) 

(No. 167.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 22, 1906. 

PHRSO-TURKISH frontier dispute. 

'riie following message has been sent to me verbally by the Persian Government, 
with the request that I should forward it to you:— 

“ Although the Persian Commission has been for some time near the frontier, 
there are no signs of the arrival of the Turkish Commission. Throughout the negotia¬ 
tions the Persian Government have given evidence of an earnest desire to arrange the 
questions at issue in a conciliatory spirit. The Turkish troops on tlic Lirdstan 
frontier and at Mendeli have been reinforced, and anti-Persian propaganda is now 
being earried on at Soujboulak by the Turkish Consul-General from Tabreez. 

“ If in three Aveeks’ time the Turkish Commission has not put in an appearance, 
the Persian Government propose to give the Turkish Government ten days in Avhich 
to send their Commission. When that term has expired they Avill consider Avhat 
farther steps they should take.” 


[21273] No. 211. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 22.) 

(No. 168.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 22, 1906. 

DISTURBANCES at Shiraz. 

The local Chief Mollah has ordered the people to evacuate the Consulate garden, 
and they are leaving this evening. 


[19817] No. 212. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 86.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, June 23, 1906. 

BAKHTIARI road: see your telegram No. 162 and your despatch No. 131. 
Suggested tour of inspection by His Majesty’s Consul at Alnvaz is authorized. 
He should be informed, and suitable instructions should be given him. 


[KHTJ 
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L21680] No. 213. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received June 25.) 

(No. 127.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petershurgh, June 25, lOOG. 

WITII reference to your despatch No. 283 of the 21st instantj I told the Minister 
■of Foreign Affairs to-day that we had unofficial information that the Persian 
Government were pretending that they were going to get a loan of 2,000,000/. from 
the llussian Government. 

I said that I only mentioned this to put him on his guard, as the Persian 
Government might make a similar statement with regard to Uis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, hut what they said obtained no credence with us, as it was an old game of 
theirs to spread such reports. 

His Fxeellcney said that the present was not the moment for Russia to lend 
money to anybody, and assured me that he had hoard nothing on the subject. 

i said that we knew that such stories must bo mere fabrications since the 
understanding at which we had arrived with Count Lamsdorff. 


[21746] No. 214. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received .Tune 2G.) 

THE Under-Sccretavy of State for India presents his compliments to the IJjider- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, l3y direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of Conlulential 
note on Tehrau-Khanikiu telegraph lino by the Director-General of the Indo- 
European Telegrapli Department, dated the 7th June, 190G. 

India Office, .June 25, 1906. 


Inclosure in No. 214. 

Note on Tehran-Khanikin Telegraph Line. 

(Confidential.) 

IN the “'limes” of the Gth June, 1900, there is, under “ Foreign Intelligeuce,” a 
telegram from Conslantiuople, dated the 30th May, Avhich refers to German commercial 
designs in Per.'iia, and makes mention of a German application for a Railway 
Concession from Kermanshah to Khanikin. Some time ago I heard that the Gorman 
Telegraph Administration had been making inquiries from the Indo-European 
Telegraph Company regarding the telegraph line hetween 'I'ehran and Khanikin on 
the Ikuso-Turkish Ironticr. lJudev Article XVI of our Telegraph Convention with 
Persia, dated the 2nd December, 1872, the Indo-European Telegraph Department can 
resume charge at any time of the section of line from Tehran to Khanikin. This 
Convention has been renewed up to the 31st January, 1925. 

A few days ago the Managing Direetor of the Indo-European Telegraph Company 
informed me confidentially that his Company was trying to obtain an extension of the 
period of their |)resent Telegraph Concession from the Persian Government. This Conces¬ 
sion runs up to 1925. In the negotiations with the Persian Government the Company 
have been told that if it could arrange for the British Government to cancel tlie clause 
in the Convention under which llie charge of the Tehran-Khanikin telegraph line 
could bo resumed, it would considerably facilitate the arriving at a favourable agree¬ 
ment for the desired extension of the Concession. In reply, the Company pointed out 
that it would bo against its own interests it this line came under any other control than 
British, and that it was quite satisfied with the arrangement as it stood. 

It is liighly improbable that the Persian authorities would have raised tlie 
question of tin* control of the Tehran-Khanikin line, as they have done, had they not 
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been asked to do so by some agency that the present arrangement does not suit. The 
inference appears to be that the Germans, having obtained their Black Sea cable from 
Consfcanza to Constantinople, are contemplating extensions of telegraphs to the east as 
. far as Tehran. 

(Signed) H. A. KIRK, 
Director-General of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department. 

June 7, 1906. 


[22136] 215. 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 30.) 

(No. 171.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 30, 190G. 

AT Yezd recently a Persian boy was rude to Ziegler’s agent and was btruck by 
him. In spite of my intervention, the agent has had to fly for his life, and liis 
successor is in great danger, threatening notices being placarded all over the bazaar. 
Such situations Requently arise, and the Persian Govermnent either cannot or Avill not 
deal with them. In my opinion, the time has come when our Consular guards 
throughout Persia should be increased. 

Yezd is a most fanatical place, and there are a munber of missionaries there. 
Could you see your way to address strong representations to the Persian Charge 
d’Affaires on the subject ? 
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